EXHIBIT R-17



1155 Metcalfe Street, Suite 800 abitibi
Montreal, Quebec H3B 5H2 Canada
Tel (514) 394-2286 jim.wright@abitibibowater.com bowater

Fax (514) 394-2394

May 1, 2009

Royal Trust Corporation of Canada
4th Floor, Royal Trust Tower

P.O. Box 7500, Station « A »
Toronto, Ontario

M5SW 1P9

Attn: RBC Investments-Trust Services

Fax: (416) 955-5091

Gentlemen

As you are aware, AbitibiBowater and certain of its subsidiaries (“AbitibiBowater”) have filed for
protection from creditors under the Canadian Companies Creditors Arrangement Act (CCAA) and
Chapter 11 of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code.

This letter is notification that, effective immediately, AbitibiBowater will stop paying all benefits under,
and pursuant to, its unfunded Supplemental Executive Retirement Plans (the "SERPs") and other
unfunded plans of AbitibiBowater, and will neither fund the benefits, secure the benefits nor renew any
letter of credit securing the benefits, payable under and pursuant to these unfunded plans.

Best regards,
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Jim Wright
Senior Vice President, Human Resources
JW/jl



LA L09CES0L#

TAE dEH eprue) ‘[eanuo
1SOM "pAlg anbsaagT-suay ‘61T
00T w0
SYO.LIDITOS 3 SYALSINAVE T HOI[T UBWNG
LIOITIH NVINAMILS

16S€-26€ (FIS) * xeq
L61E-L6€ (B1S) pue[Rg SIue[RN SN

TVNIDOIIO

L9 LIAITHXH

0LIT-€901F0 21 MO 0ge0sd
IOJTUOTA

“ONI ONNOA 2 LSNUH
lﬂvHHANI
SI2UONNR

"IV ANV DNI ¥41vVMOdIdLigay

* 4O INFINADNVIAVY YO ISINOUYINOD
A0 NVId HHIL A0 YHILIVIA HHL NI

TVILINOW 40 LDNLLSIA
239900 40 ADNIAOYUI
VAVNVD

P60-£€19¢0-11-00S o N

(uotsiaI(] [eIDISWLLOD))

LUN0O YoIddNs



