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residents now.
The YWCA was never

the Ritz, but it wasn’t a
flophouse, either. Going by
Clark Kauffman’s report
in Thursday’s Register,
however, it was sinking
steadily in that direction.
It’s pretty much a pit
anymore.
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the good old days now
that the YWCA is about to
close. That’s an impossible
job; the good old days
weren’t that good.
It’s hard to remember

a time when the YWCA
was financially stable.
Something was always
going wrong.

If they weren’t losing
grant dollars, executive
council members were
resigning over differences
with the director.
In the rare times when

the YWCA had money to
spend, the YWCA leaders
fought bitterly about how
to use it.
Repair the building? Pay

bills? Sink money into
training programs?
The facility has been a

challenge and a drain. It’s
hard to believe a 40-year-
old building can cause
so many problems and
require so much mainte-
nance.
But when you fail to

keep the place up, for
whatever reason, you have
problems.
As one a former fitness

member once said, “You

don’t buy a car and not
change the oil for the next
20 years.”

�� ����� ������ a long-
awaited remodeling of the
child care center, workers
found asbestos in the ceil-
ing and floor. So officials
moved 150 kids to the gym
for eight weeks, closed the
gym to the fitness mem-
bers and wrote a check for
$255,000 to remove the
asbestos.
A few years later, they

emptied the pool dur-
ing the winter to make
$42,000 in repairs, keep-
ing swimmers away for
31/2 months.
When the skywalk

system stretched to
717 Grand Ave. in the
early ’90s, the YWCA got
another bill.

And don’t forget the new
boiler that cost $90,000.
Questionable manage-

ment aside, if they handed
out awards for hard luck,
the YWCA would have
walked away with the big
prize.
The national organi-

zation has grandiose
goals. Eliminate racism?
Sure, why not. Empower
women? Great idea.
And while you’re saving

the world, please keep
costs down, especially
when the demand for
social services is touching
the sky.
It could be said that the

board of directors ran the
YWCA into the ground
or let it slide. But outside
events conspired mightily
to make it happen.
It seems counterintuitive,

but the development boom
of downtown Des Moines
didn’t help the YWCA,
either.
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expanded, they added
fitness facilities and child
care centers. So did some
hotels.
Entrepreneurs watched

the influx of new down-
town workers and resi-
dents and saw opportuni-
ty. Check the 24-hour gym
in the Liberty Building.
The YWCA never had a
juice bar or tanning salon.
So what happens now?

According to the scuttle-
butt, some out-of-state
developers want to fill the
YWCA space with a hotel.
If true, there’s an empty

six-lane pool waiting for
them in the basement.
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The University of

Northern Iowa is propos-
ing to combine its College
of Humanities and Fine
Arts and the College of
Natural Sciences.
University officials also

said they will seek approv-
al from the Iowa Board of
Regents to combine the
Department of English
Language and Literature
and the Department of
Modern Languages.
UNI Provost Gloria

Gibson said combining the
colleges would strengthen
the university’s academic
offerings and help reduce
administrative expenses.
University officials have
not disclosed how much
money would be saved by
the plan.
In addition to combining

the colleges, UNI President
Benjamin Allen said he
wanted to eliminate the
university’s Marketing and
Advancement Division,
resulting in the elimina-
tion of one vice president
position.
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A Jan. 29 hearing is set

for a man accused of kill-
ing an Iowa high school
football coach.
Mark Becker of

Parkersburg is charged
with first-degree murder
in the death of Aplington-
Parkersburg coach Ed
Thomas in June.
His trial is set for Feb. 8

in Butler County. He re-
mains in the Cerro Gordo
County Jail in Mason City
on $1 million bond.
Judge Steven Carroll on

Wednesday scheduled the
hearing in Mason City to
consider any pretrial mo-
tions that may be filed.
The judge also ruled that

prosecutors must share
reports from two state
medical experts, who
probably will be used to
refute defense claims that
Becker was insane at the
time of the shooting.
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Black Hawk County offi-

cials have warned officials
of a company hired to
clean government build-
ings that their three-year
contract is in jeopardy
because of shoddy work.
Supervisor Frank

Magsamen held two pages
of complaints when he
warned executives of
Diamond Shine of Cedar
Rapids that they have
been put on notice.
Magsamen said Tuesday

that if significant im-
provement isn’t seen at
the courthouse and jail
in 30 days, the Board
of Supervisors will re-
evaluate the company’s
$214,813-per-year contract.
Sheriff Tony Thompson

said his office has made
frequent requests for bet-
ter floor care at the jail.
A spokesman for

Diamond Shine said the
company last month was
blindsided by complaints
at the jail. New staff is
being hired and trained,
he said.
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The city of Waterloo

said the federal money
it receives to help lower-
income residents will fall
short at a time when needs
are growing.
The Waterloo

Community Development
Board reported that it has
received requests for more
than $3 million in federal
Community Development
Block Grants for the com-
ing fiscal year. But it has
only a projected $1.4 mil-
lion to distribute.
In the past, most block

grant money went to hous-
ing rehabilitation for low-
income residents, down
payment assistance for
first-time homebuyers and
administrative costs.

of Council Bluffs said.
Pavone said he already

has Sioux City investors
who have agreed to pur-
chase stock in the Tama
County project.
Any confusion about the

financing stems from his
interest in allowing other
Iowans to own part of the
casino, he said.
He added that individual

investors who own less
than a 5 percent stake in
the Tama County project
won’t need to undergo a
Iowa Division of Criminal
Investigation background
check, which has been his
goal.
Similar questions were

raised about the Ottumwa
casino project, proposed
by Ingenus Management
and Consulting of Brain-
erd, Minn. The company
has $40 million in financ-
ing from Saqqara Fund-
ing Gruppe LLC of North
Carolina.
Ingenus President Ken

Mimmack told regulators
he plans to have an option
for 20 percent local owner-
ship of the Ottumwa casino,
and there are potential eq-
uity owners still looking at
the project.
But commission member

Paul Hayes of Urbandale
said he was left wonder-
ing who will be the casino
owner.
Mimmack responded that

Ingenus, which has already
invested about $1 million
in the project, would be
the owner. He said later
he didn’t see any problems
with his financing plan.
The $120 million Lyon

County project would be
developed near Larch-

wood along the South
Dakota border. It would
be financed with a $70
million loan from Jeffries
Funding LLC of New York
and $50 million in stock
ownership.
The $56 million Fort

Dodge project would be
developed by Webster
County Gaming.
Peninsula Gaming Part-

ners LLC, which operates
Iowa casinos in Dubuque
and Worth County, said it
has agreed to provide all
the debt financing and eq-
uity for the project.
Webster County Gaming

has also been working with
Jeffries & Co. to provide all
or part of the financing.
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In the latest move against
gay marriage in Iowa, 18
Iowa Senate Republicans
have intro-
duced a joint
r e s o l u t i o n
proposing a
constitutional
amendment
specifyingmar-
riage between
one man and
one woman as
the only legal
union that is
valid or recog-
nized in the state.
One of the sponsors, Sen.

Merlin Bartz, R-Grafton,
said Thursday’s move was
important in that it gives
Iowa citizens a chance to

get the ball rolling.
But Bartz conceded Sen-

ate Joint Resolution 2001
faces nearly insurmount-
able odds in being debated
during the 2010 session
given the steadfast opposi-
tion from Senate Majority
Leader Mike Gronstal, D-
Council Bluffs.
The resolution was as-

signed to the 11-member
Senate Rules and Adminis-
tration Committee, which is
headed by Gronstal and has
seven majority Democratic
members.
Last year, the Iowa Su-

preme Court unanimously
ruled that a 1998 state law
that limited marriage to
opposite-sex couples was
unconstitutional.
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