CANADA

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
DISTRICT OF MONTREAL
No.: 500-11-038474-108

SUPERIOR COURT
(Commercial Division)
The Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act

IN THE MATTER OF THE PLAN OF
ARRANGEMENT AND COMPROMISE
OF:

WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING
COMPANY, a company duly incorporated
under the laws of Nova Scotia, having its
registered office at 1959 Upper Water Street,
Suite 800, in the city of Halifax, Province of
Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-

WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY, a
company duly incorporated under the laws
of Nova Scotia, having its registered office at
1959 Upper Water Street, Suite 800, in the city
of Halifax, Province of Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-

STADACONA GENERAL PARTNER INC,,
a company duly incorporated under the laws
of Nova Scotia, having its registered office at
1959 Upper Water Street, Suite 800, in the city
of Halifax, Province of Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-

BLACK SPRUCE PAPER INC., a company
duly incorporated under the laws of Nova
Scotia, having its registered office at 1959
Upper Water Street, Suite 800, in the city of
Halifax, Province of Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-

F.F. SOUCY GENERAL PARTNER INC,, a
company duly incorporated under the laws
of Nova Scotia, having its registered office at
1959 Upper Water Street, Suite 800, in the city
of Halifax, Province of Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-
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3120772 NOVA SCOTIA COMPANY, a
company duly incorporated under the laws
of Nova Scotia, having its registered office at
1959 Upper Water Street, Suite 800, in the city
of Halifax, Province of Nova Scotia, B3] 2X2

-and-

ARRIMAGE DE GROS CACOUNA INC,, a
company duly incorporated under the laws
of Canada, having its principal place of
business at 191 Delage Street, in the city of
Riviere-du-Loup, district of Kamouraska,
Province of Québec, G5R 371

-and-

PAPIER MASSON LTEE, a company duly
incorporated under the laws of Canada,
having its registered office at 2, de Montréal
Street West, in the city and district of
Gatineau, Province of Québec, JSM 2E1

Petitioners
-and-

ERNST & YOUNG INC., a company with a
place of business at 800, René-Lévesque
West, Suite 1900, in the City and District of
Montréal, Province of Québec, H3B 1X9

Monitor
-and-

STADACONA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, a
limited partnership created under the laws of
Québec, having its registered office at 10 des
Capucins Blvd., in the city and district of
Québec, Province of Québec, G1K 7H9

-and-

F.F. SOUCY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, a
limited partnership created under the laws of
Québec, having its registered office at 191
Delage Street, in the city of Riviere-du-Loup,
district of Kamouraska, Province of Québec,
G5R 371



-and-

F.F. SOUCY, INC. & PARTNERS, LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP, a limited partnership
created under the laws of Québec, having its
registered office at 191 Delage Street, in the
city of Riviere-du-Loup, district of
Kamouraska, Province of Québec, G5R 371

Mis en Cause

PETITION FOR THE ISSUANCE OF AN INITIAL ORDER
(Sections 11 and seq. of the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (“CCAA"))

TO ONE OF THE HONOURABLE JUDGES OF THE SUPERIOR COURT, SITTING
IN COMMERCIAL CHAMBER, IN AND FOR THE JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF
MONTREAL, THE PETITIONERS RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING:

L. INTRODUCTION
(A)  PETITIONERS

1. Petitioner White Birch Paper Company (“WB”) is a Nova Scotia company
with holdings principally situated in the Province of Québec;

2. WB is owned by a partnership, White Birch Partners L.P., which in turn is
fully owned (both directly and through further intermediaries) by
Petitioner White Birch Paper Holding Company (“WB Holding”);

3. WB is the parent company of Petitioners Stadacona General Partner Inc.
(“Stadacona GP”), F.F. Soucy General Partner Inc. (“FF Soucy GP”),
Black Spruce Paper Inc. (“Black Spruce”) and 3120772 Nova Scotia
Company (“3120772");

4. Bear Island Paper Company LLC (“Bear Island”), a Virginia company, is
also a subsidiary of WB, but is not a Petitioner hereunder as its assets and
operations are located in the United States;

5. WB is also the ultimate parent company of Petitioners Papier Masson Ltée
(“Papier Masson”) and Arrimage de Gros Cacouna Inc. (“Arrimage”);

6. The Mises en Cause, Stadacona Limited Partnership (“Stadacona LP”),

F.F. Soucy Limited Partnership (“FF Soucy LP”) and F.F. Soucy, Inc. &
Partners, Limited Partnership (“FF Soucy & Partners LP”) (referred to
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collectively herein as the “Partnerships”) are not petitioners in these
proceedings;

However, WB and the other Petitioners seek to have the stay of
proceedings sought hereunder extended to the Partnerships as they form
an integral and intimately interconnected part of the business of the
Petitioners;

The operations of the Partnerships are so integral to and intervened with
those of the Petitioners that failure to extend the stay to them would have
a negative impact on the value of the Petitioners and would make it
impossible to the Petitioners to successfully restructure;

WB, Stadacona GP, FF Soucy GP, Black Spruce, Papier Masson, 3120772,
Arrimage, Bear Island and the Partnerships will be referred to collectively
herein as the “WB Group”;

A chart illustrating the basic corporate structure of the WB Group is
communicated as Exhibit P-1;

WB Holding is privately owned and has its executive office in Greenwich,
Connecticut, US.A;

The WB Group operates three pulp and paper mills in the province of
Québec, which, together with a fourth mill situated in Virginia and
operated by Bear Island, collectively have a yearly production capacity of
1.3 million metric tons of newsprint and directory paper with up to 50%
recycled content;

Each of the Petitioners and Partnerships has its chief place of business in
the Province of Québec;

ORDER SOUGHT

The present petition (the “Petition”) is filed by the Petitioners in order to
obtain an order under the CCAA, seeking, inter alia, the following
conclusions:

(@) declaring that Petitioners are companies to which the CCAA
applies;

(b) extending the protection of the CCAA to the Partnerships;

() authorizing each of the Petitioners or the WB Group as a whole to
file a plan of arrangement under the CCAA;

(d) ordering that all proceedings against the Petitioners, the
Partnerships and their assets be stayed and suspended;

(e) authorizing the borrowers set out in the Interim Financing Credit
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Agreement to borrow a maximum amount of USD$140 million
under an interim financing facility secured by a priming charge;

6] appointing Ernst & Young Inc. (“Ernst”) as monitor (the
“Monitor”) pursuant to Section 11.7 of the CCAA;

(8) granting such further order and/or relief as this Court may deem
just.

II. OPERATIONS

(A)

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

(B)

21.

22.

23.

24.

OVERVIEW

The WB Group is a major owner and operator of newsprint mills,
principally in the province of Québec;

As of December 31, 2009, it had the second-greatest newsprint production
capacity in North America, with a market share of approximately 12%;

It had annual net sales of approximately US$667 million as of December
31, 2009;

As of January 2010, the WB Group had approximately 1,278 employees;

The WB Group’s Canadian newsprint mills are situated at Québec City
(the “Stadacona Mill”), Riviere-du-Loup (the “Soucy Mill”) and Masson-
Angers, Québec (the “Papier Masson Mill”), and its United States mill is
situated in Ashland, Virginia (the “Bear Island Mill”);

Stadacona LP also owns and operates a sawmill, under the name of
Scierie Leduc (“Leduc Sawmill”);

THE STADACONA MILL

The Stadacona Mill was purchased by the WB Group in 2004, and is
owned and operated by Stadacona LP;

Stadacona LP is, in turn, owned by WB, and by way of its subsidiaries,
Black Spruce (as limited partner) and Stadacona GP and FF Soucy LP (as
general partners), the whole as appears from Exhibit P-1;

It features five (5) paper machines capable of producing 410,000 metric
tons of newsprint per year, 95,000 tons per year of directory paper and
45,000 tons per year of paperboard;

Workforce at the Stadacona Mill has recently been significantly reduced,
from a total of 1,014 in 2004 to a current total of 585;
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LEDUC SAWMILL

The Leduc Sawmill is located in St-Emile, Québec and employs approx-
imately 20 people;

The Leduc Sawmill also holds certain cutting rights on wood lots in the
Province of Québec;

THE SOUCY MILL

The Soucy Mill was acquired by the WB Group in 1973, and is jointly
owned and operated by FF Soucy LP and FF Soucy & Partners LP;

FF Soucy & Partners LP is owned by FF Soucy LP and by WB as general
partners, and by Black Spruce as limited partner, the whole as appears
from Exhibit P-1;

The Soucy Mill features two (2) newsprint machines, which together have
an annual newsprint production capacity of 265,000 metric tons;

The Soucy Mill also produces uncoated groundwood specialty paper;
The Soucy Mill currently employs 231 people;
ARRIMAGE GROS CACOUNA

Arrimage provides stevedoring services, specializing in paper products,
at the Gros-Cacouna Seaport, near Riviere-du-Loup, Québec;

Its primary purpose is to load WB Group paper products on ships, for
marine shipment to foreign clients;

THE PAPIER MASSON MILL

The Papier Masson Mill was purchased by the WB Group in 2006, and is
owned and operated by Papier Masson;

Papier Masson is a wholly owned subsidiary of 3120772, which in turn is
wholly owned by WB, as appears from Exhibit P-1;

The Papier Masson Mill has one newsprint machine capable of producing
245,000 metric tons of newsprint per year;

Following WB Group’s acquisition of the Papier Masson Mill, the
workforce was significantly reduced from 287, and currently stands at
186;

THE BEAR ISLAND MILL

The Bear Island Mill was built by the WB Group in 1979;
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39. It is owned by Bear Island, which is not a Petitioner in the present
proceedings;
40. It operates a single newsprint paper machine, which has a capacity of

235,000 metric tons per year;
41. The Bear Island Mill currently employs 199 people;
(H) EMPLOYEES

42. The WB Group presently employs 1,278 people divided as follows:

WB Group
Labour Force Details as of January 2010
Full-Time Hourly | Temporary
| Division | Legal Entity Non-Uni0n| Union | Union | Office | Hourly | Total
Corporate WB 4 0 0 0 0 4
Sales
Paper Stadacona LP 1 0 0 0 0 1
Paperboard Stadacona LP 2 0 0 0 0 2
Total Stadacona LP 3 0 0 0 0 3
Mill Support
Divisional Admin. Stadacona LP 5 2 0 0 0 7
Order Support Stadacona LP 1 2 0 0 0 3
Transport Stadacona LP 0 1 0 0 0 1
Credit Stadacona LP 1 0 0 0 0 1
Total Stadacona LP 7 5 0 0 12
Stadacona Mill
Paper Stadacona LP 52 26 337 6 80 501
Paperboard Stadacona LP 5 1 59 0 17 82
Transport Stadacona LP 1 1 0 0 0 2
Total Stadacona LP 58 28 396 6 97 585
Leduc Sawmill Stadacona LP 5 0 15 0 0 20
Soucy Mill FF Soucy LP 39 12 149 1 30 231
Bear Island Mill Bear Island 35 0 155 0 9 199
Papier Masson Mill Papier Masson 37 8 111 1 29 186
Arrimage Arrimage 0 0 0 0 38 38
Grand Total 188 53 826 8 203 1,278

43. With the exception of the Bear Island staff, all such employees are
situated in the Province of Québec, such that the Petitioners and
Partnerships employ approximately 1,100 people in Québec;
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The WB Group employs various unionized workers, as appears from the
above table;

Unionized employees of the Stadacona Mill, the Soucy Mill and the
Papier Masson Mill are members of the Communications, Energy and
Paperworkers Union:

(@) For the Stadacona Mill: Locals 137, 200, 250 and 299;

(b) For the Soucy Mill: Locals 625, 627 and 905;

(o) For the Papier Masson Mill: Locals 11 and 1104;

The unionized employees of Stadacona LP’s Leduc Sawmill are members
of a distinct union, the Syndicat Démocratique des Salariés de la Scierie

Leduc;

At Arrimage, the unionized employees are members of the Syndicat des
Employés d’ Arrimage Gros-Cacouna;

CASH MANAGEMENT

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

The WB Group has various bank accounts, in both Canadian and United
States currency, principally situated in Montréal and the United States;

White Birch issues invoices to clients on behalf of each of Papier Masson,
Stadacona LP, FF Soucy LP, FF Soucy & Partners LP and Bear Island;

Clients are instructed to make payment to WB;

As most of the WB Group’s clients are situated in the United States, the
majority of funds received from clients are in United States currency, and
are deposited in lockbox accounts held by WB at the Suntrust Bank in
Atlanta, Georgia and with HSBC in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (the “US
Lockbox Accounts”);

As for amounts received in Canadian currency, most are deposited in an
account held by WB at HSBC Bank Canada in Montréal (the “Canadian
Lockbox Account”);

Once received in the US Lockbox Accounts or the Canadian Lockbox
Account, the funds are transferred into United States or Canadian
currency payable accounts belonging to the entity which issued the
invoice, all of which are at the TD Canada Trust and HSBC Bank Canada
in Montreal (the “Payable Accounts”);

Exceptionally, certain client receipts are deposited directly into Stadacona
LP Canadian and United States currency payable accounts in Montréal;
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In addition, certain Leduc Sawmill customer receipts are deposited
directly into the Leduc Sawmill United States currency payable account
in Montréal;

Cheques for payables, including payroll expenses, utilities and raw
materials, are then issued from the individual entities” Payable Accounts;

In addition, certain amounts are transferred out of the Payable Accounts,
and into WB Canadian and US currency payable accounts, also at the TD
Canada Trust and HSBC Bank Canada in Montréal, which are then used
to pay common WB Group expenses including interest payments on
loans and payments under the Swap Agreements (as described below), as
well as certain trade payables;

The Petitioners and Partnerships may wish to maintain their cash
management system in place, in light of the cost, operational risk and
difficulty in modifying it;

Iv. FINANCIAL SITUATION

(A)

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

OVERVIEW AND CAUSES OF FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES

The Petitioners and the Partnerships are currently confronted with an
unprecedented combination of negative circumstances;

In addition to the worldwide economic downturn, the newsprint industry
is experiencing a particular harsh decline in demand as electronic
alternatives replace printed media;

Newsprint prices dropped nearly $330 per metric ton from the fourth
quarter of 2008 until August 2009, a negative impact of approximately
$380 million for the WB Group, on the basis of full capacity operation;

Moreover, the increased strength of the Canadian dollar and the
weakness of the United States dollar has exacerbated the negative impact
of the decline, as most of the WB Group’s clients are in the United States
and remit payment in United States currency, while most expenses are
payable in Canadian currency;

In sum, the Petitioners’ and Partnerships’ financial and operational
challenges are principally attributable to the following factors :

(a) The overall decline in the world economy and its impact on
demand for and price and inventories of newsprint;

(b) Fundamental decline in demand for newsprint as consumers
move away from print media;

(o) Increased strength of the Canadian dollar and corresponding
weakness of the American dollar;
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(d) Significant debt service obligations;

(e) The detrimental effect of low floating interest rates on the WB
Group’s position in certain major interest rate swap transactions;

These factors have led to a significant liquidity shortfall, such that the
Petitioners and Partnerships are unable to respect their debt service
obligations;

EBITDA (earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization)
will not be sufficient to service the Petitioners” and Partnerships” debt and
to fund required expenditures within the upcoming months;

This liquidity crisis demands an urgent solution, in light of the following
payments that became due on September 30, 2009 and which remain
unpaid:

(@) Interest payment on the First Term Loan Facility: US$3,666,672.19;

(b) Interest payment on the Second Term Loan Facility:
US$1,380,000.00;
(o) Accelerated payments under the Swap Agreements (as defined

below): approximately US$58,000,000;

In addition, in the coming 2 months, the Petitioners and the Partnerships
must make a total of approximately Cdn$4,391,000 in pension fund
contributions;

Of this amount, a significant amount relates to “past service cost
contributions” (also known as “special payments” or “amortization
payments”), in light of the existence of solvency deficits, as set out in a
report detailing such deficits prepared by Mercer (Canada) Ltd.
(“Mercer”), attached herewith as Exhibit P-2;

Indeed, in 2009, a total of Cdn$1,413,110 per month was attributable to
such amortization payments, as appears from an actuarial report also
prepared by Mercer, and also forming part of Exhibit P-2;

In light of their significant liquidity shortfall, and the size of the amounts
currently due as set out above (as well as all other current operational
obligations, notably payroll and payment of utilities and raw materials
expenses), the Petitioners and Partnerships are not in a position to make
such payments;

In view of the above, the Petitioners and the Partnerships are now
insolvent;
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INDEBTEDNESS

The WB Group’s principal debt obligations consist of three major credit
facilities:

(@) A First Lien Term Loan;
(b) A Second Lien Term Loan; and
(c) A Revolving Asset-Based Facility;

In addition, the WB Group is party to various interest rate swaps, which
are out of the money to the extent of approximately US$58 million in total
as of the present date, which swaps rank pari passu to the lenders under
the First Term Loan Facility (as defined below);

THE FIRST AND SECOND LIEN TERM LOANS

WB and WB Holding are party to a First Lien Term Loan Credit
Agreement dated April 8, 2005 (the “First Term Loan Agreement”),
among WB, as Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse First
Boston, as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication agent and
documentation agent, Credit Suisse First Boston, Toronto Branch as
Canadian collateral agent and administrative agent and TD Securities
(USA) LLC as co-arranger;

WB and WB Holding are also party to an Amended and Restated First
Lien Term Loan Credit Agreement dated January 27, 2006 (the
“Amended and Restated First Term Loan Agreement”) among WB, as
Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse Securities (USA) LLC,
as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication agent and
documentation agent, Credit Suisse, Cayman Islands Branch, as US
collateral agent, Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch, as Canadian collateral
agent and administrative agent and TD Securities (USA) LLC as co-
arranger;

In addition, WB and WB Holding are party to a Second Amended and
Restated First Lien Term Loan Agreement dated May 8, 2007 (the
“Second Amended and Restated First Term Loan Agreement”), among
WB, as Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse Securities (USA)
LLC as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication agent and
documentation agent, Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc., as co-
arranger, Credit Suisse, Cayman Islands Branch as US collateral agent,
and Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch as Canadian collateral agent and
administrative agent;

The First Term Loan Agreement, the Amended and Restated First Term
Loan Agreement and the Second Amended and Restated First Term Loan
Agreement will collectively be referred to herein as the “First Term Loan
Facility”;
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At the present time, a total of approximately US$428 million in principal
and US$9,77 million in interest is owing under the First Term Loan
Facility;

WB and WB Holding are party to a Second Lien Term Loan Credit
Agreement dated April 8, 2005 (the “Second Term Loan Agreement”),
among WB, as Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse First
Boston, as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication agent and
documentation agent, Credit Suisse First Boston, Toronto Branch as
Canadian collateral agent and administrative agent and TD Securities
(USA) LLC as co-arranger;

WB and WB Holding are also party to an Amended and Restated Second
Lien Term Loan Credit Agreement dated January 27, 2006 (the
“Amended and Restated Second Term Loan Agreement”) among WB, as
Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse Securities (USA) LLC,
as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication agent and
documentation agent, Credit Suisse, Cayman Islands Branch, as US
collateral agent, Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch, as Canadian collateral
agent and administrative agent and TD Securities (USA) LLC as co-
arranger;

In addition, WB and WB Holding are party to a Second Amended and
Restated Second Lien Term Loan Agreement dated May 8, 2007 (the
“Second Amended and Restated Second Term Loan Agreement”),
among WB, as Borrower, the lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse
Securities (USA) LLC as sole lead arranger, sole bookrunner, syndication
agent and documentation agent, Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith
Inc., as co-arranger, Credit Suisse, Cayman Islands Branch as US
collateral agent, and Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch as Canadian collateral
agent and administrative agent;

The Second Term Loan Agreement, the Amended and Restated Second
Term Loan Agreement and the Second Amended and Restated Second
Term Loan Agreement will collectively be referred to herein as the
“Second Term Loan Facility”;

At the present time, a total of US$100 million in principal and
US$4 million in interest is owing under the Second Term Loan Facility;

WB'’s obligations under the First Term Loan Facility and the Second Term
Loan Facility are secured by guarantees and/or security granted by WB,
Papier Masson, 3120772, Bear Island, Stadacona GP, and Stadacona LP
(the “Term Loan Security”);

The Term Loan Security includes, notably, hypothecs on the universality
of movable and immovable property of WB, Papier Masson, Stadacona
GP, and Stadacona LP, as well as debentures and debenture pledge
agreements;
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Additional Term Loan Security is also provided by way of a $125 million
loan from WB to FF Soucy LP and corresponding guarantees and/or
security granted by FF Soucy LP, FF Soucy & Partners LP and FF Soucy
GP;

A full overview of the security instruments relating to the First Term
Loan Facility and the Second Term Loan Facility is set out in the chart at
Schedule A hereto;

ASSET-BACKED REVOLVING FACILITY

WB, WB Holding, Stadacona LP, FF Soucy LP, Papier Masson and Bear
Island (the “ABL Borrowers”) are party to a Revolving Credit Agreement
dated March 29, 2005 (the “ABL Agreement”), between the ABL
Borrowers, the various lenders party thereto, Credit Suisse First
Boston and TD Securities (USA) LLC, each as joint lead arranger and joint
bookrunner, Credit Suisse First Boston as Syndication Agent, General
Electric Capital Corporation as documentation agent, Toronto Dominion
(Texas) LLC as administrative agent, The Toronto-Dominion Bank as
Canadian agent, and GE Canada Finance Holding Company as Canadian
collateral agent;

The ABL Borrowers are also party to an Amended and Restated
Revolving Credit Agreement dated January 27, 2006 (the “Amended ABL
Agreement”), between the ABL Borrowers, the various lenders party
thereto, Toronto Dominion (Texas) LLC, as administrative agent, The
Toronto-Dominion Bank, as Canadian agent, General Electric
Corporation, as US collateral agent and GE Canada Finance Holding
Company, as Canadian collateral agent;

The ABL Borrowers are also party to a Second Amended and Restated
Revolving Credit Agreement dated February 26, 2008 (the “Second
Amended ABL Agreement”), between the ABL Borrowers, the various
lenders party thereto, General Electric Capital Corporation, as
administrative agent, GE Canada Finance Holding Company, as
Canadian agent, General Electric Capital Corporation, as US collateral
agent, GE Canada Finance Holding Company, as Canadian collateral
agent;

The ABL Agreement, the Amended and Restated ABL Agreement and
the Second Amended and Restated ABL Agreement will collectively be
referred to herein as the “Revolving ABL Facility”;

At the present time, a total of approximately US$50 million (subject to
fluctuations) is outstanding under the Revolving ABL Facility, including
undrawn letters of credit (the “Revolving ABL Letters of Credit”);

The obligations of the ABL Borrowers under the Revolving ABL Facility
are secured in various ways, including by way of guarantees, hypothecs
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on inventory, accounts receivable and cash, debentures and debenture
pledge agreements, which were provided by the ABL Borrowers as well
as Arrimage, Stadacona GP, FF Soucy & Partners LP and FF Soucy GP
(the “Revolving ABL Security”);

A full overview of the Revolving ABL Security is set out in the chart at
Schedule B hereto;

Counsel to the proposed Monitor has reviewed the Revolving ABL
Security and will have, prior to the repayment of the Revolving ABL
Facility, issued an opinion to the Monitor confirming that such security
creates valid security in the property charged thereunder, and properly
registered, subject to customary assumptions and qualifications for an
opinion of this nature;

SWAPS

Pursuant to the terms of the First Lien Term Loan Facility, WB has a
limited right to engage in swaps, including interest rate swaps;

WB has indeed exercised this right, and is party to various interest rate
swap transactions, by virtue of the following International Swap and
Derivative Association (“ISDA”) master agreements (collectively the
“Swap Agreements”);

(a) An ISDA 2002 Master Agreement dated as of May 16, 2005
between WB and The Toronto-Dominion Bank (the “TD Swap
Agreement”);

(b) An ISDA Master Agreement dated as of April 13, 2005 between
WB and Credit Suisse First Boston International (the “CSFB Swap
Agreement”);

(o) An ISDA Master Agreement dated as of May 8, 2007 between WB
and Merrill Lynch Capital Services, Inc. (the “Merrill Swap
Agreement”);

WB’s obligations under each of the Swap Agreements are secured by way
of the same instruments granted as security in connection with the First
Term Loan Facility, and the counterparties thereunder rank pari passu to
the lenders under the First Term Loan Facility;

Pursuant to such agreements, on the date when interest payments are due
under the First Term Loan Facility, WB must remit the amounts payable
under the First Term Loan Facility, which are calculated on the basis of
the variable three month LIBOR interest rate applicable on the relevant
business day;

Concurrently, a consolidation is carried out whereby the said LIBOR rate
and the fixed rate under the relevant Swap Agreement are reconciled,
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and WB either receives money from or remits money to the swap
counterparty;

Due to the very low floating interest rates currently available, this
arrangement has been significantly prejudicial to WB;

These interest rate swap transactions have now been terminated, and
accelerated payments of approximately US$58,000,000 are currently
outstanding;

PENSION PLANS AND RETIREMENT BENEFITS

The WB Group has created and contributes to various pension plans for
its unionized and non-unionized employees;

It has also established Supplement Executive Retirement Plans
(“SERP’s”) for certain management employees;

In addition, the Petitioners fund certain Other Post-Employment Benefits
(“OPEB’s”);

As mentioned above (and as appears from Exhibit P-2), many of the plans
are currently in a position of significant solvency deficit;

As stated, the Petitioners and Partnerships are in a major and urgent
liquidity crisis and are therefore not in a position to make all payments
due under the pension and retirement plans, in particular, those which
are in respect of pre-filing obligations;

In view of this fact, the Petitioners and Partnerships seek an order
suspending payment of amounts relating to “past service cost
contributions” (i.e. amortization payments), which account for
approximately Cdn$1,413,110 per month (as set out in Exhibit P-2),
including any amounts accrued prior to the present CCAA filing;

It is submitted that such an order is justified during the stay period, as all
available liquidity must be utilized to sustain the operations of the
Petitioners and Partnerships, and to meet their ongoing post-filing
obligations;

For greater certainty, the Petitioners and Partnerships propose to
continue making all current contributions to pension plans, SERP’s and
OPEB’s;

UTILITIES AND TRADE CREDITORS

The Petitioners and Partnerships, in addition to employee expenses and
debt-service obligations, have monthly expenses of approximately
Cdn$40 million, including approximately Cdn$10.5 million in utilities
expenses (principally electricity, natural gas and steam);
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RESTRUCTURING EFFORTS

112.
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The WB Group has always strived to achieve maximum efficiency at each
of its mills;

Upon acquiring the Stadacona Mill and the Papier Masson Mill, in 2004
and 2006, respectively, the WB Group initiated major workforce
reductions;

The most significant workforce cuts have been at the Stadacona Mill,
where the workforce has now been reduced by approximately 40% since
its acquisition by the WB Group;

The headcount reduction initiative was stepped up as the financial
situation worsened, and cuts were made at all four WB Group mills;

Since the beginning of 2009, cost cutting efforts have been ramped up
even further, and output at all of the WB Group mills has been reduced
by a total of approximately 125,000 metric tons;

Such reductions were achieved by taking downtime at each of the WB
Group mills for extended periods of time in 2009;

In addition, the WB Group has taken various other cost cutting measures,
notably:

(@) Suspension of corporate policy of making employees’ retirement
contributions in the United States;

(b) Reduction in capital expenditures to the bare minimum necessary
to continue operating the WB Group’s mills;

() Restriction of travel and other related expenses;

Unfortunately, these measures have not been sufficient to combat the
increasing severity of the liquidity crisis;

IMMEDIATE ORDER REQUIRED

120.

121.

As mentioned above, the Petitioners and Partnerships are confronted
with an urgent and severe liquidity crisis;

In an effort to gain sufficient time to obtain further liquidity, the
Petitioners and Partnerships approached their lenders, including the
lenders under the First Term Loan Facility, the Second Term Loan
Facility, the Revolving ABL Facility and the counterparties under the
Swap Agreements, and requested forbearances in connection with any
events of default or cross-default;
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Draft forbearance agreements were prepared by the Petitioners and
Partnerships, with the assistance of their counsel, and sent to each of the
lenders and swap counterparties;

No progress was made with the Second Term Loan Facility lenders, who
have failed to respond to repeated invitations to negotiate;

In addition, no forbearance agreement has been signed with TD, in
respect of the TD Swap Agreement;

However, all other parties approached took part in negotiations, and
reached an agreement with regard to the requested forbearances;

Specifically, the following forbearance agreements (collectively referred
to herein as the “Forbearance Agreements”) were entered into:

(@) an ABL Forbearance Agreement and Third Amendment to Second
Amended and Restated Revolving Credit Agreement dated
October 5, 2009 (the “ABL Forbearance Agreement”);

(b) a First Lien Term Loan Forbearance Agreement dated September
30, 2009 (the “First Term Loan Forbearance Agreement”);

(o) a Forbearance Agreement dated September 30, 2009 between
White Birch Paper Company and Credit Suisse International (the
“Credit Suisse Swap Forbearance Agreement”);

(d) a Forbearance Agreement dated October 5, 2009 between White
Birch Paper Company and Merrill Lynch Capital Services, Inc.
(the “ML Swap Forbearance Agreement”);

The Forbearance Agreements each had an initial expiry date of October
30, 2009 and were subsequently extended until February 26, 2010;

INTERIM FINANCING (“DIP”)

128.

129.

130.

131.

As set out above, the Petitioners and Partnerships require significant
additional liquidity in order to continue operations;

In order to address financing needs during these proceedings, the WB
Group and its advisors have taken various steps, as detailed below;

The WB Group commenced by giving its advisor, Lazard Freres & Co.
LLC (“Lazard”), the mandate to assist it in developing various projections
of liquidity and funding needs over a period of one year;

On the basis of such calculations, an initial approach was made to certain
existing lenders in September 2009, in order to request proposals for
interim financing;
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This approach was made pursuant to existing confidentiality provisions
of the credit agreements, and concurrently with the first forbearance
request discussed above;

From the outset, the lenders under the First Term Loan Facility, as well as
General Electric Capital Corporation (“GE”), as asset-backed revolving
“ABL” lenders, were considered to be particularly suitable candidates as
interim lenders, as they already had extensive knowledge of the
Petitioners” and Partnerships” business, and their participation as interim
lenders would minimize the impact of a priming charge, if any;

Nevertheless, other potential lenders, including three of the largest U.S.-
based asset-based lenders and four other companies specialized in
interim financing, were also approached in order to ensure that the best
available financing would be retained;

The other potential lenders approached signed a confidentiality
agreement and were then granted access to an electronic data room
containing extensive information relating to the WB Group;

By November 2009, the Petitioners and Partnerships had received two (2)
responses from the first parties approached, i.e. from existing lenders;

The first was a term sheet prepared jointly by certain members of the
syndicate of First Term Loan Facility lenders;

The second was an ABL interim loan from GE on terms similar to the
existing ABL loan, which interim loan was to sit alongside a second
interim term loan which would have to be provided by a distinct lender;

In view of the attractiveness of this prospect, efforts were made to entice
the First Loan Term Lenders having already sent a term sheet to modify
their offer, and agree to participate in a dual interim financing program of
the type proposed by GE;

Separately, in December 2009, a distinct group of lenders, also
participants in the current First Term Loan Facility, manifested an interest
in providing a competing interim term loan offer and initially indicated a
willingness to work alongside GE as interim ABL lender;

A further indication of interest was received from another potential
interim ABL lender, but the pricing was considerably higher than what
was being offered by GE;

The WB Group also received one other financing proposal from a
potential interim term lender which was not a party to the First or the
Second Term Loan Facility, which offer was competitive and was
carefully considered by the WB Group and its advisors;



143.

144.

145.

146.

(B)

147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

-19-

In addition, the equity holders of WB Group had, at various points,
expressed interest in potentially providing interim financing, although no
proposal was ever actually transmitted;

By the conclusion of this process, (i) all parties that had expressed a
preliminary willingness to provide an interim term loan alongside the GE
ABL indicated that they were unwilling or unable to provide such
financing and (ii) the group of First Term Loan Lenders (the “Interim
Lenders”) who made the first interim loan offer had emerged as the most
viable overall interim financing providers (notably in light of the fact that
their offer includes funds to take out and replace the existing Revolving
ABL Facility provided by GE);

The Interim Lenders’ offer was therefore selected by the WB Group and
its advisors, as it provided sufficient liquidity and did not require a
second interim lender;

As a result, an interim financing credit agreement was finalized and
executed as set out below;

THE INTERIM FINANCING

The Interim Lenders propose to provide financing to the WB Group
pursuant to the terms of the Interim financing credit agreement
(the “Interim Financing Credit Agreement”), attached herewith as
Exhibit P-3, and notably as follows:

(@) Total amount of USD$140 million to be made available for the
benefit of the WB Group;

(b) Total cost of borrowing shall be approximately 17% per annum, as
set forth in greater detail in the Monitor’s Report, attached
herewith as Exhibit P-4.

Subject to the prior payout of the Revolving ABL Facility in full, the
interim financing is to be secured by a first priority priming lien on all of
the Petitioners” and Partnership’ assets;

The entire amount shall be available to be drawn for the benefit of the
Petitioners and/or Partnerships in delayed increments pursuant to a
budget and certain other conditions;

Pursuant to the terms of the Interim Financing Credit Agreement, all
lenders under the First Term Loan Facility are invited to take part in the
interim financing, provided they consent to the priming by the interim
financing charge sought hereunder;

Indeed, the Interim Financing Credit Agreement is structured in such a
way as to present “Initial Lenders” who have indicated their willingness
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to participate from the outset, as well as further First Term Loan lenders,
who may subsequently become Interim Lenders on a pro rata basis;

ADVANTAGES OF THE PROPOSED INTERIM FINANCING

For the reasons set out above, the WB Group has encountered a liquidity
crisis which requires immediate interim financing;

It is submitted that the WB Group and its advisors have taken all
reasonable steps to solicit interim financing offers, and that they have
settled upon the best available option;

The proposed interim financing provides for sufficient operating
liquidity, and thus will permit the Petitioners and Partnerships to
continue operating during the period required to restructure their
business;

Furthermore, the interim financing to be provided by the Interim Lenders
offers various advantages including reasonable overall borrowing cost,
adequate operating liquidity, and the least prejudice to existing creditors,
as set out in the Monitor’s Report, Exhibit >-4;

Indeed, by opting to borrow from the Interim Lenders, the WB Group is
in a position to secure the cooperation of both GE (who will be repaid in
full) and the Interim Lenders, all of whom are existing first-ranking
secured creditors;

Furthermore, all first-ranking term lenders not participating in the
interim financing were provided the opportunity to take part, as set out
above;

The proposed interim financing will also help retain the confidence of
creditors, suppliers and employees;

For the reasons set out above, the Petitioners and Partnerships submit
that it is both appropriate and necessary that the Interim Financing Credit
Agreement be approved by this Honourable Court, and that the priming
charge required thereunder be granted;

In particular, it is submitted that the criteria for Court approval of such
interim financing, and the associated priming charge, have been met
insofar as:

(a) The priming charge will not secure any obligations that were
owing prior to the filing;

(b) The interim financing proposed is intended to permit the WB
Group to restructure over a period of approximately nine months;

(o) The interim financing is crucial to the survival of the Petitioners
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and Partnerships over the said restructuring period;

(d) The sizing of the interim financing, cost of borrowing and fees are
reasonable and have been minimized in order to reduce the
impact on all other secured creditors;

(e) The interim financing will enhance the prospects of a viable
restructuring;
®) Management has the confidence of its major creditors and shall

remain in place over the restructuring period;

(8) The Monitor supports the proposed interim financing, as set out
in the Monitor’s Report, Exhibit P-4.

VIII. DIRECTORS’ INDEMNIFICATION AND CHARGE

161.

162.

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

A successful restructuring of the Petitioners and Partnerships will only be
possible with the continued participation of the Petitioners” directors and
officers. These executives are essential to the ongoing viability of the
Petitioners' and Partnerships” businesses, and the successful restructuring
thereof;

Even though the Petitioners intend to comply with all applicable laws
and regulations, the Petitioners' directors and officers may nevertheless
be concerned about the potential for their personal liability in the context
of the present restructuring;

The Petitioners are not currently in a position to secure adequate
additional directors and officers’ liability insurance, notably in light of
their financial situation and the need to utilize all available funds to
sustain operations;

Indeed, although the WB Group does have a directors and officers’
liability insurance policy, the aggregate limit thereunder is only US$5
million;

Moreover, such insurance coverage should be reserved entirely for the
directors and officers of Bear Island, as no similar charge is available
pursuant to US bankruptcy legislation;

Accordingly, the Petitioners request that the Initial Order to be granted
pursuant hereto include the protections sought in the conclusions of the
present Petition, namely, the orders related to the indemnification and
charge in favour of their directors and officers;

The Petitioners seek a $10 million D&O Charge (the “D&O Charge”), the
whole as set forth more fully at paragraph 42 and following of the
conclusions of this Petition. The amount of the D&O Charge was
established by the Petitioners and reviewed by the Monitor, taking into
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account hourly and salaried payroll, commissions, vacation pay, sales
taxes and pension contributions;

ADMINISTRATION CHARGE

168.

169.

In order to successfully restructure, the WB Group requires the assistance
of various financial and legal advisors;

In this respect, the Petitioners seek a $3 million charge as security for
professional fees, charges and disbursements (the “Administration
Charge”), which shall affect the assets of each of the Petitioners and the
Partnerships, the whole as set forth in paragraph 50 and following of the
conclusions of this Petition;

CONFIDENTIALITY

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

As mentioned, the WB Group is privately owned, and therefore has no
statutory securities disclosure obligations;

It is therefore under no obligation to disclose its cash flow statements
and/or its financial statements to the public;

The WB Group does not wish to share the information with the general
public, notably its major competitors;

The Petitioners and Partnerships therefore seek an order declaring that all
cash flow and financial statements produced and/or communicated in
the context of the present proceedings shall be kept strictly confidential
and shall be filed under seal;

It is submitted that public disclosure of such sensitive financial
information and documentation would be very prejudicial to the
Petitioners and Partnerships, notably due to the potential use of this
information by their competitors;

At the same time, this would cause no prejudice to their creditors, as the
information would nevertheless be filed with this Court and could be
made available to certain creditors upon signature of a confidentiality
agreement;

EXECUTION NOTWITHSTANDING APPEAL

176.

177.

As stated above, the relief sought hereunder is required on an urgent
basis in order to confront the immediate liquidity crisis;

In view of the urgency and severity of the situation, it is essential that
execution of the order requested be granted notwithstanding appeal;



XII.

178.

-3

It is submitted that such relief is necessary, as the Petitioners and
Partnerships do not have sufficient liquidity to meet their obligations
during the delay associated with any potential appeal;

CONCLUSIONS

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

The Board of Directors of each Petitioner has authorized today the filing
of the present Petition;

The WB Group’s consolidated audited financial statements as at
December 31, 2008, as well as various recent consolidated unaudited
financial statements, are filed under seal herewith as Exhibit P-5;

A copy of a statement prepared to the best of the Petitioners” knowledge
and showing the projected cash flow for the next 3 months is filed under
seal herewith as Exhibit P-6;

Given that, as described in the Petition, the circumstances are such that an
order should be rendered, and given that the Petitioners and Partnerships
have acted and are acting in good faith and with due diligence, the
Petitioners and Partnerships respectfully submit that the Petition should
be granted as per its conclusions;

The making of an order pursuant to Section 11 of the CCAA is necessary
and it is in the best interests of all stakeholders of the Petitioners and
Partnerships that this Court order a stay of all the proceedings, for an
initial period of 30 days from the rendering of such order, subject to
possible further extensions for such other periods as the Court may
consider appropriate, the whole as more fully detailed in the conclusions
of the Petition;

At the present time, no procedure has been instituted against the
Petitioners pursuant to the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act (“BIA”) or the
Winding Up and Restructuring Act, and the Petitioners have not made any
voluntary assignment of their assets for the general benefit of their
creditors;

Ernst is the holder of a license to act as trustee within the meaning of
subsection 2(1) of the BIA, and thus is qualified to act as monitor in the
proceedings herein, and has agreed to act in that capacity, on terms
consistent with the orders sought herein;

Therefore, as detailed in the conclusions of this Petition, Petitioners
request this Court to, inter alia:

(@) declare that the CCAA is applicable to them and that each of them
qualifies as a “debtor company” within the meaning of Sections 2
and 3 of the CCAA;

(b) extend the protection of the CCAA to the Partnerships;
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(o) appoint Ernst as Monitor and determine its powers and
obligations;
(d) render an order staying all proceedings and limiting certain rights

and permitting certain restructuring activities of the Petitioners
and the Partnerships;

(e) authorize the borrowers set out in the Interim Financing Credit
Agreement to borrow a maximum amount of USD$140 million as
interim financing secured by a priming charge;

® order that the order requested herein be declared executory
notwithstanding appeal.

FOR THESE REASONS, MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT TO:

(1]
2]

GRANT the Petition for the Issuance of an Initial Order (the “Petition”).

ISSUE an order (the “Order”) pursuant to the Companies’ Creditors
Arrangement Act (the “CCAA”), divided under the following headings:

° Service;

o Application of the CCAA;

. Effective Time;

. Plan of Arrangement;

o Stay of Proceedings and Rights against the Petitioners, the

Partnerships and the Property;

. Possession of Property and Operations;

. Restructuring;

o Interim Financing (“DIP”);

. Revolving ABL Facility;

. Directors” and Officers’ Indemnification and Charge;

° Powers of the Monitor;

. Administration Charge;

. Priorities and General Provisions Relating to CCAA Charges; and

. General.
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DEFINITIONS

[3] ORDER that all capitalized terms not otherwise defined herewith shall
have the meaning ascribed to them in the Petition;

SERVICE

(4] ORDER that the time for service of the Petition is hereby abridged and
DISPENSE Arrimage de Gros Cacouna Inc.,, 3120772 Nova Scotia
Company, F.F. Soucy General Partner Inc., Black Spruce Paper Inc.,
Stadacona General Partner Inc., White Birch Paper Company, White Birch
Paper Holding Company and Papier Masson Ltée. (the “Petitioners”) and
Stadacona Limited Partnership, F.F. Soucy, inc. & Partners, Limited
Partnership and F.F. Soucy Limited Partnership (the “Partnerships”) from
further service thereof;

[5] DECLARE that sufficient prior notice of the presentation of the Petition
has been given by the Petitioners to the secured creditors who are likely to
be affected by the charges created herein.

APPLICATION OF THE CCAA

[6] DECLARE that the Petitioners are companies to which the CCAA applies
and that the Partnerships and the Petitioners shall enjoy the benefits of the
protections and authorizations provided by this Order.

EFFECTIVE TIME

[7] DECLARE that this Order is effective as of 12:01 a.m. Eastern
Standard/Daylight Time on the date of this Order (the “Effective Time”).

PLAN OF ARRANGEMENT

[8] ORDER that the Petitioners and the Partnerships shall have the authority
to file with this Court and submit to their creditors one or more plans of

compromise or arrangement under the CCAA (collectively, the “Plan”) in
accordance with the CCAA.

STAY OF PROCEEDINGS AND RIGHTS AGAINST THE PETITIONERS, THE
PARTNERSHIPS AND THE PROPERTY

[9] ORDER that, until and including March 24, 2010, or such later date as the
Court may order (the “Stay Period”), no right, remedy, enforcement
process or proceeding (collectively the “Proceedings”) may be exercised,
commenced or continued by anyone, whether a person, firm, partnership,
company, corporation, financial institution, trust, bank, stock exchange,
joint  venture, association, organization, agency, government,
administration or any other entity (collectively, “Persons” and,
individually, a “Person”) against or in respect of the Petitioners and the
Partnerships, or any of the present or future property, assets, sums, rights
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and undertakings of the Petitioners or the Partnerships, of any nature and
in any location (including in bank accounts, wherever situated)
(collectively, the “Property”), or affecting the Petitioners” and Partnerships’
business operations and activities (collectively the “Business”) except with
leave of the Court, and all Proceedings already commenced against the
Petitioners, the Partnerships or any of the Property, are stayed and
suspended until the Court authorizes the continuation thereof, the whole
subject to subsections 11.1, 34(9) and any other applicable provisions of the
CCAA.

DECLARE that, to the extent any rights, obligations, time or limitation
periods, including, without limitation, to file grievances, relating to the
Petitioners or the Partnerships or any of the Property or the Business may
expire (other than pursuant to the terms of any contracts, agreements or
arrangements of any nature whatsoever) the term of such rights or
obligations, or time or limitation periods shall hereby be deemed to be
extended by a period equal to the Stay Period. Without limitation to the
foregoing, in the event that the Petitioners become bankrupt or a receiver
within the meaning of paragraph 243(2) of the Bankruptcy and Insolvency
Act (Canada) (the “BIA”) is appointed in respect of the Petitioners or the
Partnerships, the period between the date of the Order and the day on
which the Stay Period ends shall not be calculated in determining the 30
day periods referred to in Sections 81.1 and 81.2 of the BIA.

STAY OF PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

[11]

ORDER that during the Stay Period and except as permitted under
subsection 11.03(2) of the CCAA, no Proceeding may be commenced,
exercised, proceeded with or enforced against any former, present or
future director or officer of the Petitioners or the Partnerships, or any
person that, under subsection 11.03(3) of the CCAA or by other applicable
legislation, is deemed to be a director or an officer of the Petitioners or the
Partnerships (each, a “Director”, and collectively the “Directors”), in
respect of any claim against such Director that arose prior to the Effective
Time, and that relates to obligations of the Petitioners or the Partnerships
for which such Director is alleged to be liable (as provided under
Section 5.1 of the CCAA) until further order of the Court or until the Plan,
if one is filed, is sanctioned by the Court or refused by the creditors or the
Court.

NO INTERFERENCE WITH RIGHTS AND CONTINUATION OF SERVICES

[12]

ORDER that, without limiting the generality of the foregoing but subject
to subsections 11.1 and 34(7) of the CCAA, during the Stay Period, all
Persons having oral or written agreements, contracts or arrangements,
including insurance or similar agreements/instruments with the
Petitioners or the Partnerships or in connection with any of the Property or
the Business, for any subject or purpose:
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(a) are restrained from accelerating, terminating, cancelling,
suspending, modifying, refusing to renew or extend on reasonable
terms such agreements, contracts or arrangements or the rights of
the Petitioners or the Partnerships;

(b) are restrained from modifying, suspending or otherwise
interfering with the supply of any goods, services or other benefits
including, without limitation, any directors’ and officers'
insurance, any telephone numbers, any form of communication,
banking or financial services and any oil, gas, water, steam,
electricity or other utility supply; and

(o) shall continue to perform and observe the terms and conditions
contained in such agreements, contracts or arrangements, so long
as the Petitioners or the Partnerships pay the normal prices or
charges for such goods and services received after the date of this
Order as such prices or charges become due in accordance with
normal payment practices or as may be hereafter negotiated and
agreed by Petitioners with the consent of the Monitor, without
having to provide any guarantee, security or deposit whether by
way of cash, letter of credit, stand-by fees or similar items.

ORDER that no public or private utility, including Hydro-Québec, Gaz
Métropolitain Inc., Gazbec Inc., Integrys Energy Solutions, Inc., Gazifére
Inc. and/or Transcanada Pipelines Ltd.,, may discontinue or seek to
discontinue service to any of the Petitioners or Partnerships, without a
specific order of this Court, notwithstanding any disagreement with the
Petitioners and Partnerships as to the payment terms applicable for
services rendered after the date of the present Order;

ORDER that, without limiting the generality of the foregoing and subject
to Section 21 of the CCAA, if applicable, and the Interim Financing Credit
Agreement and the Interim Financing Documents (as hereinafter defined),
cash or cash equivalents placed on deposit by the Petitioners or the
Partnerships with any Person during the Stay Period, whether in an
operating account, blocked account, lockbox account or otherwise for itself
or for another entity, shall not be frozen, retained, wired, transferred or
applied by such Person in reduction or repayment of amounts owing to
such Person or others as of the date of this Order or due on or before the
expiry of the Stay Period or in satisfaction of any interest or charges
accruing in respect thereof; however, this provision shall not prevent any
financial institution from: (i) reimbursing itself for the amount of any
cheques drawn by the Petitioners or the Partnerships and properly
honoured by such institution, or (ii) holding the amount of any cheques or
other instruments deposited into the Petitioners’ or Partnerships’ accounts
until those cheques or other instruments have been honoured by the
financial institution on which they have been drawn;
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NON-DEROGATION OF RIGHTS

[15]

ORDER that, notwithstanding the foregoing, any Person who provided
any kind of letter of credit, guarantee or bond (the “Issuing Party”) at the
request of the Petitioners or the Partnerships shall be required to continue
honouring any and all such letters, guarantees and bonds, issued on or
before the date of this Order; however, the Issuing Party shall be entitled,
where applicable, to retain the bills of lading or shipping or other
documents relating thereto until paid.

POSSESSION OF PROPERTY AND OPERATIONS

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

ORDER that the Petitioners and the Partnerships shall remain in
possession of their Property.

ORDER that the Petitioners and the Partnerships shall continue to carry on
their operations and financial affairs, including the business and affairs of
any Person owned by a Petitioner or a Partnership or in which a Petitioner
or a Partnership owns an interest, in a manner consistent with the
commercially reasonable preservation thereof.

ORDER that, except as otherwise provided to the contrary herein, subject
to the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim Financing
Documents (as hereinafter defined), the Petitioners and the Partnerships
shall be entitled to pay all reasonable expenses incurred by them in
carrying on the Business in the ordinary course from and after the date of
this Order, and in carrying out the provisions of this Order, which
expenses shall include, without limitation:

(@) all expenses and capital expenditures reasonably necessary for the
preservation of their Property or the Business; and

(b) payment for goods or services actually delivered or supplied to
the Petitioners or the Partnerships following the date of this
Order.

ORDER that, subject to the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the
Interim Financing Documents (as hereinafter defined), the Petitioners and
the Partnerships shall be entitled but not compelled to pay the following
expenses incurred prior to this Order, with the prior approval of the
Monitor:

(@) all wages, salaries, management fees, commissions, vacation pay
(when due), current service cost pension contributions and other
benefits, and reimbursement of expenses (including, without
limitation, amounts charged by employees to credit cards)
payable to former or current employees, managers or Directors, in
each case incurred in the ordinary course of business and
consistent with existing compensation policies and arrangements;
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(b) all amounts owing to or in respect of individuals working as
independent contractors in connection with the Petitioners’ and
Partnerships’ Businesses;

(o) all amounts payable to third party customs brokers, agents,
freight carriers, freight forwarders, shippers and creditors with
the right to retain;

(d) all amounts in respect of customer programs including, inter alia,

rebates, adjustments, performance and volume discounts;

(e) the fees and disbursements of any Persons retained or employed
by the Petitioners or the Partnerships in respect of these
proceedings, at their standard rates and charges.

ORDER that notwithstanding any other provision of this Order, the
Petitioners and the Partnerships shall not during the Stay Period make any
past service contributions (now due or to become due) or special payments
to funded pension plans maintained by the Petitioners or the Partnerships
(the “Pension Plans”).

ORDER that none of the Petitioners, the Partnerships, or the Directors
shall have or incur any obligation, whether by way of debt, damages for
breach of any duty, whether statutory, fiduciary, common law or
otherwise, or for breach of trust, nor shall any trust be recognized, whether
express, implied, constructive, resulting, deemed or otherwise, as a result
of the failure of any Person to make any contributions (now due or to
become due) or payments, other than current service cost contribution
obligations (“Current Contributions”), that they had or might otherwise
have become required to make to any Pension Plans maintained by a
Petitioner or by a Partnership.

ORDER that, except as otherwise provided to the contrary herein, the
Petitioners and the Partnerships shall remit, in accordance with legal
requirements, or pay:

(a) any statutory deemed trust amounts in favour of the Crown in
right of Canada or of any Province thereof or any other taxation
authority which are required to be deducted from employees'
wages, including, without limitation, amounts in respect of
(i) employment insurance, (ii) Canada Pension Plan, (iii) Québec
Pension Plan, and (iv) income taxes, together with the employer’s
share of employment insurance premiums, Canada Pension Plan
contributions and Quebec Pension Plan contributions;

(b) amounts accruing and payable by a Petitioner or a Partnership in
respect of employment insurance, Canada Pension Plan, workers
compensation and employer health taxes with respect to its
employees;
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(o) all goods and services or other applicable sales tax (collectively,
“Sales Tax”) required to be remitted by the Petitioners or the
Partnerships in connection with the sale of goods and services by
the Petitioners or the Partnerships, but only where such Sales Tax
are accrued or collected after the date of this Order; and

(d) any amount payable to the Crown in right of Canada or of any
Province thereof or any political subdivision thereof or any other
taxation authority in respect of municipal realty, municipal
business or other taxes, assessments or levies of any nature or
kind which are entitled at law to be paid in priority to claims of
secured creditors and which are attributable to or in respect of the
carrying on of the business by the Petitioners or the Partnerships.

ORDER that, except as specifically permitted herein, the Petitioners and
the Partnerships are hereby directed, until further order of this Court:

(a) to grant no security interests, trust, liens, charges or encumbrances
upon or in respect of any of the Property;

(b) not to grant credit or incur liabilities except in the ordinary course
of the Business; and

(o) not to pay any amounts in lieu of notice, termination or severance
pay or other amounts in respect thereof.

ORDER that, subject to the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the
Interim Financing Documents (as hereinafter defined), the Petitioners and
the Partnerships are authorized to pay to each other any pre-filing
amounts outstanding and to complete any outstanding transactions and
engage in new transactions with each other, and the Petitioners and the
Partnerships may, inter alia, continue on and after the date hereof to
allocate, collect and pay costs, including without limitation head office
expenses and shared services in the ordinary course of business on terms
consistent with existing arrangements or past practice.

DECLARE that the Petitioners and the Partnerships shall be entitled to
continue to utilize, without interference, the existing cash management
system (the “Cash Management System”) or any system similar thereto,
subject to the terms of the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the
Interim Financing Documents (as hereinafter defined).

RESTRUCTURING

[26]

DECLARE that, to facilitate the orderly restructuring of their businesses
and financial affairs (the “Restructuring”), the Petitioners and
Partnerships shall have the right, subject to the Interim Financing Credit
Agreement and the Interim Financing Documents (as hereinafter defined)
and subject to approval of the Monitor or further order of this Court to:
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permanently or temporarily cease, downsize or shut down any of
their operations, plants or mills, as they deem appropriate and
make provision for the consequences thereof in the Plan;

sell, transfer, assign or in any other manner dispose of redundant
or non-material assets outside of the ordinary course of business,
not exceeding $4,000,000 in the aggregate. For greater clarity, the
Petitioners and/or the Partnerships shall have the authority to
sell, transfer, assign or in any other manner dispose of redundant
or non material assets as contemplated herein, notwithstanding
the provisions of Section 36 of the CCAA, provided that the sale is
not to a related party and provided that the Monitor, in its sole
discretion, is satisfied that the process leading to the proposed sale
or disposition was reasonable in the circumstances, that the
consideration to be received for the assets is reasonable and fair in
the circumstances, and that the Monitor believes that the sale or
disposition is more beneficial for the creditors than a sale or a
disposition in a bankruptcy context;

terminate the employment of such of their employees or
temporarily or permanently lay off such of their employees as
they deem appropriate and to make provision for any
consequences thereof in the Plan;

on notice in the form provided by subsection 32(1) of the CCAA,
and subject to subsections 32(2), 32(3) and 32(9) of the CCAA,
repudiate such of their agreements, contracts or arrangements of
any nature whatsoever, whether oral or written, as they deem
appropriate, and to make provision for the consequences thereof
in the Plan and to negotiate any amended or new agreements or
arrangements;

settle claims of customers and vendors that are in dispute;

pursue all avenues to finance or refinance, market for sale or in
any other manner dispose of the Property outside of the ordinary
course of business under reserve of subparagraph (b) and subject
to Section 36 of the CCAA; and

assign any of their rights or obligations, subject to Section 11.3 of
the CCAA.

DECLARE that, pursuant to the Personal Information Protection and
Electronic Documents Act and the Act Respecting the Protection of Personal
Information in the Private Sector, the Petitioners and Partnerships are
permitted, in the course of these proceedings, to disclose personal
information of identifiable individuals in their possession or control to
stakeholders or prospective investors, financiers, buyers or strategic
partners and to their advisers (individually, a “Third Party”), but only to
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the extent desirable or required to negotiate and complete the
Restructuring or the preparation and implementation of the Plan or a
transaction for that purpose, provided that the Persons to whom such
personal information is disclosed enter into confidentiality agreements
with the Petitioners or Partnerships binding them to maintain and protect
the privacy of such information and to limit the use of such information to
the extent necessary to complete the transaction or Restructuring then
under negotiation. Upon the completion of the use of personal information
for the limited purpose set out herein, the personal information shall be
returned to the Petitioners or Partnerships or destroyed. In the event that a
Third Party acquires personal information as part of the Restructuring or
the preparation and implementation of the Plan or a transaction in
furtherance thereof, such Third Party may continue to use the personal
information in a manner which is in all respects identical to the prior use
thereof by the Petitioners or Partnerships.

INTERIM FINANCING (“DIP”)

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

ORDER that, notwithstanding any other provision of this Order but
subject to paragraph 38, the Petitioners and Partnerships be and are hereby
authorized to borrow from the Interim Lenders such amounts from time to
time as the Petitioners and Partnerships may consider necessary or
desirable, up to a maximum combined principal amount of USD$140
million, on the terms and conditions as set forth in the Interim Financing
Credit Agreement, attached hereto in draft form as Exhibit P-3 (subject to
such amendments and modifications as the parties may agree with,
provided such amendments or modifications are approved by the Monitor
and do not conflict with the provisions of this Order) and in the Interim
Financing Documents (as defined hereinafter), to fund firstly, full
repayment of all amounts outstanding under the Revolving ABL Facility
and thereafter, the ongoing expenditures of the Petitioners and
Partnerships and to pay such other amounts as are permitted by the terms
of this Order, the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim
Financing Documents (as defined hereinafter);

APPROVE the Interim Financing Credit Agreement;

ORDER that the Petitioners and Partnerships are hereby authorized to
execute and deliver such mortgages, charges, hypothecs and security
documents, guarantees and other definitive documents (collectively the
“Interim Financing Documents”) as may be required by the Interim
Finance Parties (as defined below) in connection with the Interim
Financing Credit Agreement, and the Petitioners and Partnerships are
hereby authorized to perform all of their obligations under the Interim
Financing Documents notwithstanding any other provision of this Order;

ORDER that the Petitioners and Partnerships shall pay to the Interim
Finance Parties (as defined below) when due all amounts owing (including
principal, interest, fees and expenses, including without limitation, all fees



[32]

[33]

[34]

[35]

-33-

and disbursements of counsel and all other advisers to or agents of the
Interim Finance Parties on a full indemnity basis (the “Interim Lenders
Expenses”) under the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim
Financing Documents and shall perform all of their other obligations to the
Interim Finance Parties pursuant to the Interim Financing Credit
Agreement, the Interim Financing Documents and this Order;

ORDER that all of the Property of the Petitioners and Partnerships is
hereby charged by a hypothec, mortgage, lien and security interest to the
extent of the aggregate amount of $200 million [the principal amount of the
interim loan, plus approximately 25% thereof, adjusted for possible
currency fluctuations] (such hypothec, mortgage, lien and security interest,
together with any hypothec, mortgage, lien or security interest created by
the Interim Financing Documents, the “Interim Financing Charge”) in
favour of Credit Suisse AG (“CS”) and Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch
(“CSTB”) as collateral agents (the “Collateral Agents”) for CS, as
administrative agent, Black Diamond Commercial Finance, L.L.C.
(“BDCF”), as syndication agent, CS and BDCF, as lead arrangers, the
Collateral Agents and the Interim Lenders (collectively the “Interim
Finance Parties”) as security for all indebtedness, liabilities and obligations
of the Petitioners and Partnerships to the Interim Finance Parties
(including principal, interest and the Interim Lenders Expenses and all
obligations required to be performed) under or in connection with the
Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim Financing
Documents. The Interim Financing Charge shall have the priority

established by paragraphs 52 and 53 hereof;

ORDER that the claims of the Interim Finance Parties pursuant to the
Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim Financing Documents
shall not be compromised or arranged pursuant to the Plan or these
proceedings and the Interim Finance Parties, in that capacity, shall be
treated as unaffected creditors in these proceedings and in any Plan;

ORDER that the Interim Finance Parties may, notwithstanding any other
provision of this Order:

(a) take such steps from time to time as they may deem necessary or
appropriate to register, record or perfect the Interim Financing
Charge and the Interim Financing Documents in all jurisdictions
where they deem it is appropriate; and

(b) notwithstanding the terms of the paragraph to follow, refuse to
make any advance to the Petitioners and/or Partnerships in
accordance with and to the extent provided in the provisions of
the Interim Financing Credit Agreement and the Interim
Financing Documents;

ORDER that the Interim Finance Parties shall not take any enforcement
steps under the Interim Financing Credit Agreement, the Interim
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Financing Documents or the Interim Financing Charge without providing
at least five (5) business days written notice (the “Notice Period”) of a
default thereunder to the Petitioners and the Partnerships, the Monitor and
to creditors whose rights are registered or published at the appropriate
registers or requesting a copy of such notice. Upon expiry of such Notice
Period, the Interim Finance Parties shall be entitled to take any and all
steps under the Interim Financing Documents and the Interim Financing
Charge and otherwise permitted at law, the whole in accordance with
applicable provincial laws, but without having to send any demands
under Section 244 of the BIA;

ORDER that notswithstanding paragraph 66 herein, subject to further
order of this Court, no order shall be made varying, rescinding, or
otherwise affecting paragraphs 28 to 35 hereof unless either (a) notice of a
motion for such order is served on the Interim Finance Parties by the
moving party presentable no later than March 19, 2010, or (b) the Interim
Finance Parties apply for or consent to such order;

REVOLVING ABL FACILITY

[37]

[38]

[39]

ORDER that the claims (including, without limitation, all fees, costs and
expenses) (the “Revolving ABL Obligations”) of the lenders and agents
(collectively, “GE”) pursuant to the Revolving ABL Facility and related
agreements (the “Revolving ABL Documents”) shall not be compromised
or arranged pursuant to any Plan in these proceedings or any proposal
under the BIA and GE, in that capacity, shall be treated as an unaffected
creditor in such proceedings and in any Plan or proposal, subject to the
following paragraphs 38 to 41 and 53 of this Order;

ORDER that, within 7 days after the date of this Order (subject to an
extension of up to not more than 7 days at GE’s discretion, acting
reasonably) and in any event no later than the time at which the Petitioners
and Partnerships are entitled to borrow amounts pursuant to the Interim
Financing Credit Agreement (the “Repayment Period”), the Petitioners
and Partnerships shall repay the Revolving ABL Obligations in full (the
“GE Payout”), provided that in the case of the Revolving ABL Letters of
Credit, they will be cash collateralized (the "ABL Cash Collateral
Security") on terms satisfactory to GE and the Petitioners and
Partnerships, provided that the amount of such cash collateral will not
exceed 105% of the undrawn amount of the Revolving ABL Letters of
Credit so requiring such cash collateralization;

ORDER that, notwithstanding any other provision of this Order, the
Petitioners and Partnerships shall not make any payment or disbursement
during the Repayment Period that is not contemplated by and consistent
with the projected cash flow statement filed under seal as Exhibit P-6 to the
Petition without the prior written consent of GE;
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ORDER that, notwithstanding any other provision of this Order, upon
default by any of the Petitioners and Partnerships under paragraph 38 or
39, the Petitioners and Partnerships shall cease to use any of the collateral
(including, without limitation, cash and collections from accounts
receivable) granted to GE as security for the Revolving ABL Obligations
without the prior written consent of GE, and GE shall be entitled to take
any and all steps under the Revolving ABL Documents and otherwise as
permitted by law without further notice to the Petitioners and
Partnerships, the whole in accordance with applicable provincial laws.

ORDER that, until the GE Payout has occurred, the Petitioners and
Partnerships shall not change the Cash Management System without the
prior written consent of GE.

DIRECTORS INDEMNIFICATION AND CHARGE

[42]

[43]

ORDER that in addition to any existing indemnities, the Petitioners and
the Partnerships shall indemnify each of the Directors from and against the
following (collectively, the “D&O Claims”):

(a) all costs, charges, expenses and claims relating to any obligations
or liabilities they may incur by reason of or in relation to their
respective capacities as directors or officers, after the Effective
Time, except where such obligations or liabilities are incurred as a
result of such Director’s gross negligence, willful misconduct or
gross or intentional fault as detailed in Section 11.51 of the CCAA;

the foregoing shall not constitute a contract of insurance or other valid
and collectible insurance, as such term may be used in any existing policy
of insurance issued in favour of Petitioners, Partnerships or any of the
Directors.

DECLARE that, subject to the following paragraph, as security for the
obligation of the Petitioners and the Partnerships to indemnify the
Directors pursuant to paragraph 42 hereof, the Directors are hereby
granted a hypothec on, mortgage of, lien on and security interest in the
Property to the extent of the aggregate amount of $10 million (the “D&O
Charge”), having the priority established by paragraphs 52 and 53 hereof.

DECLARE that the D&O Charge, notwithstanding any language in any
applicable policy of insurance to the contrary, shall only apply to the
extent that the Directors do not have sufficient coverage under any
directors’ and officers” insurance, which shall not be excess insurance to
the D&O Charge. In respect of any D&O Claim against any of the
Directors, if such Directors do not receive confirmation from the applicable
insurer within 21 days of delivery of notice of the D&O Claim to the
applicable insurer, confirming that the applicable insurer will provide
coverage for and indemnify the Directors, then, without prejudice to the
subrogation rights hereinafter referred to, the Petitioners or the
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Partnerships shall pay the amount of the D&O Claim upon expiry. Failing
such payment, the Directors may enforce the D&O Charge provided that
the Directors shall reimburse the Petitioners and the Partnerships to the
extent that they subsequently receive insurance benefits for the D&O
Claim paid by Petitioners and the Partnerships, and provided further that
Petitioners or the Partnerships shall, upon payment, be subrogated to the
rights of the Directors to recover payment from the applicable insurer as if
no such payment had been made.

POWERS OF THE MONITOR

[45]

ORDER that Ernst & Young Inc. is hereby appointed to monitor the
Businesses and financial affairs of the Petitioners and Partnerships as an
officer of this Court and that the Monitor, in addition to the duties and
functions referred to in Section 23 of the CCAA:

(a) shall publish, without delay after the Order is made, once a week
for two (2) consecutive weeks in La Presse and the National Post, a
notice of this Order, advising that copy of this Order and other
public documents regarding the proceeding may be found on the
internet at the website of the Monitor (the “Website”);

(b) may assist the Petitioners and the Partnerships in dealing with
their creditors and other interested Persons during the Stay
Period;

(o) may assist the Petitioners and the Partnerships with the

preparation of their cash flow projections and any other
projections or reports and the development, negotiation and
implementation of the Plan;

(d) may advise and assist the Petitioners and the Partnerships to
review the Petitioners' and Partnerships' Businesses and assess
opportunities for cost reduction, revenue enhancement and
operating efficiencies;

(e) shall be entitled to participate with the Petitioners and the
Partnerships in their negotiations with their creditors and other
interested Persons and to assist with the Restructuring;

® shall assist with the holding and administering of any meetings
held to consider the Plan;

(8) may retain and employ such agents, advisers and other assistants
as are reasonably necessary for the purpose of carrying out the
terms of this Order, including, without limitation, one or more
entities related to or affiliated with the Monitor;
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(h) may engage legal counsel to the extent the Monitor considers
necessary in connection with the exercise of its powers or the
discharge of its obligations in these proceedings and any related
proceedings, under this Order or under the CCAA; and

(i) shall perform such other duties as are required by this Order, the
CCAA or this Court from time to time.

The Monitor shall not otherwise interfere with the Businesses and
financial affairs carried on by the Petitioners and Partnerships, and the
Monitor is not empowered to take possession of the Property nor to
manage any of the Businesses and financial affairs of the Petitioners and
Partnerships.

ORDER that for the purposes of subsection 23(1)(e) of the CCAA, the
notification to the creditors shall be sufficient and fulfilled if the Monitor
inserts a mention in the notice to the creditors referred to in subsection
23(1)(a)(ii)(B) of the CCAA, that the reports will be available from time to
time on the Website and that notification of the production thereof will be
done by posting a notice on the Website.

DECLARE that the Monitor may provide creditors and other relevant
stakeholders of the Petitioners or the Partnerships with information in
response to requests made by them in writing addressed to the Monitor
and copied to the Petitioners and Partnerships' counsel. The Monitor shall
not have any duties or liabilities in respect of such information
disseminated by it pursuant to the provisions of this Order or the CCAA,
other than as provided in paragraph 49 hereof. In the case of information
that the Monitor has been advised by the Petitioners and Partnerships is
confidential, proprietary or competitive, the Monitor shall not provide
such information to any Person without the consent of the Petitioners and
Partnerships unless otherwise directed by this Court.

DECLARE that if the Monitor, in its capacity as Monitor, carries on the
business of the Petitioners and the Partnerships or continues the
employment of the Petitioners’ or Partnerships’ employees, the Monitor
shall benefit from the protections afforded by Section 11.8 of the CCAA.

DECLARE that, in addition to the rights and protections afforded to the
Monitor by the CCAA, this Order or its status as an officer of the Court,
the Monitor shall not incur any liability or obligation as a result of its
appointment and the fulfillment of its duties or the provisions of this
Order, save and except any liability or obligation arising from its duty to
act in good faith and with integrity and diligence, and no action or other
proceedings shall be commenced against the Monitor relating to its
appointment, its conduct as Monitor or the carrying out the provisions of
any order of this Court, except with prior leave of this Court, on at least
seven days notice to the Monitor and its counsel. The entities related or
affiliated with the Monitor referred to in subparagraph 45(g) hereof shall
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also be entitled to the protection, benefits and privileges afforded to the
Monitor pursuant to this paragraph.

ADMINISTRATION CHARGE

[50]

[51]

ORDER that the Petitioners and the Partnerships shall pay to their
Canadian and U.S. legal and financial advisors and to the Monitor and the
Monitor’s legal counsel their reasonable fees and disbursements incurred
in connection with or with respect to the Restructuring, whether incurred
before or after this Order, and shall provide each with a reasonable
retainer in advance on account of such fees and disbursements, if so
requested.

DECLARE that, as security for the reasonable fees, charges and
disbursements incurred both before and after the making of this Order in
respect of these proceedings, the Plan and the Restructuring, the
Petitioners” and Partnerships’ legal and financial advisors, the Monitor and
the Monitor’s legal counsel, be entitled to the benefit of and are hereby
granted a hypothec on, mortgage of, lien on, and security interest in the
Property to the extent of the aggregate amount of $3,000,000 (the
“Administration Charge”), having the priority established by
paragraphs 52 and 53 hereof.

PRIORITIES AND GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO CCAA CHARGES

[52]

[53]

DECLARE that the priorities of the Administration Charge, the D&O
Charge and the Interim Financing Charge (collectively, the “CCAA
Charges”), as between them with respect to any Property to which they
apply, shall be as follows:

(@) first, the Administration Charge;
(b) second, the D&O Charge; and
(c) third, the Interim Financing Charge.

DECLARE that, subject to Sections 81.3 to 81.6 of the BIA, each of the
CCAA Charges shall rank in priority to any and all other hypothecs,
mortgages, liens, security interests, priorities, charges, encumbrances or
security of whatever nature or kind, except duly registered leases, financial
leases, conditional sale agreements and/or installment sale agreements (to
the extent such agreements are authorized by virtue of the Interim
Financing Credit Agreement) and the ABL Cash Collateral Security
(collectively, “Encumbrances”) affecting or relating to any of the Property,
provided that, until such time as the GE Payout has occurred, only 1) the
Administration Charge and 2) the D&O Charge, up to a maximum of $3
million and only to the extent the D&O Charge secures obligations of the
nature described in Sections 81.3 to 81.6 of the BIA, shall rank in priority to
the security in respect of the Revolving ABL Facility other than the ABL
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Cash Collateral Security (the “Revolving ABL Security”) and any existing
Encumbrances with priority over the Revolving ABL Security. For greater
certainty, the Revolving ABL Security shall rank in priority to the Interim
Financing Charge and the balance of the D&O Charge until the GE Payout
has occurred, and the ABL Cash Collateral Security shall rank in priority to
all of the CCAA Charges with regard to the applicable cash collateral until
the GE Payout has occurred.

ORDER that, except as otherwise expressly provided for herein, the
Petitioners or the Partnerships shall not grant any Encumbrances in or
against any Property that rank in priority to, or pari passu with, any of the
CCAA Charges unless the Petitioners or the Partnerships obtain the prior
written consent of the Monitor and the Interim Lenders, and the prior
approval of the Court.

DECLARE that each of the CCAA Charges shall attach, as of the Effective
Time of this Order, to all present and future Property, notwithstanding any
requirement for the consent of any party to any such charge or to comply
with any condition precedent.

DECLARE that the CCAA Charges and the rights and remedies of the
beneficiaries of such Charges, as applicable, shall be valid and enforceable
and shall not otherwise be limited or impaired in any way by: (i) these
proceedings and the declaration of insolvency made herein; (ii) any
application for a bankruptcy order filed pursuant to the BIA in respect of
the Petitioners or the Partnerships or any bankruptcy order made pursuant
to any such petition or any assignment in bankruptcy made or deemed to
be made in respect of the Petitioners or the Partnerships; (iii) proceedings
taken by any of the Petitioners or the Partnerships under Title 11 of The
United States Code; or (iv) any negative covenants, prohibitions or other
similar provisions with respect to borrowings, incurring debt or the
creation of Encumbrances, contained in any agreement, lease, sub-lease,
offer to lease or other arrangement which binds the Petitioners or the
Partnerships (a “Third Party Agreement”), and notwithstanding any
provision to the contrary in any Third Party Agreement:

(a) the creation of any of the CCAA Charges shall not create or be
deemed to constitute a breach, by the Petitioners or the
Partnerships, of any Third Party Agreement to which they are a
party; and

(b) any beneficiary of the CCAA Charges shall not be held liable
against any Person whatsoever as a result of any breach of any
Third Party Agreement caused by or resulting from the creation of
the CCAA Charges.

DECLARE that the granting of the CCAA Charges does not and will not
constitute settlements, fraudulent preferences, fraudulent conveyances,
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transfers at undervalue or other challengeable or reviewable transactions
or conduct meriting an oppression remedy under any applicable law.

DECLARE that the CCAA Charges shall be enforceable against all
Property of the Petitioners and the Partnerships and against all Persons,
including, without limitation, any trustee in bankruptcy, receiver, receiver
and manager or interim receiver of the Petitioners and the Partnerships, for
all purposes without any further publication, registration or other
formality.

ORDER that no Person shall commence, proceed with or enforce any
Proceedings against any of the Directors, employees, legal counsel or
financial advisers of the Petitioners, the Partnerships or the Monitor for or
in respect of the Restructuring or the formulation and implementation of
the Plan without first obtaining leave of this Court, upon seven days
written notice to the Petitioners' and the Partnerships” counsel and to all
those referred to in this paragraph whom it is proposed be named in such
Proceedings.

ORDER that the Petitioners’ and the Partnerships’ financial statements
and cash flow statements, Exhibits P-5 and P-6, be kept confidential and
under seal in the office of counsel for the Petitioners and Partnerships
until, as the case may be, further order of this Court.

DECLARE that this Order and any proceeding or affidavit leading to this
Order, shall not, in and of themselves, constitute a default or failure to
comply by Petitioners or the Partnerships under any statute, regulation,
licence, permit, contract, permission, covenant, agreement, undertaking or
other written document or requirement.

DECLARE that, except as otherwise specified herein, the Petitioners and
the Partnerships are at liberty to serve any notice, proof of claim form,
proxy, circular or other document in connection with these proceedings by
forwarding copies by prepaid ordinary mail, courier, personal delivery or
electronic transmission to Persons or other appropriate parties at their
respective given addresses as last shown on the records of Petitioners or
the Partnerships and that any such service shall be deemed to be received
on the date of delivery if by personal delivery or electronic transmission,
on the following business day if delivered by courier, or three business
days after mailing if by ordinary mail.

DECLARE that the Petitioners, the Partnerships and any other party to
these proceedings may serve any Court materials in these proceedings on
all represented parties electronically, by emailing a PDF or other electronic
copy of such materials to counsels’ email addresses, provided that the
Petitioners or the Partnerships shall deliver “hard copies” of such materials
upon request to any party as soon as practicable thereafter.
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DECLARE that, unless otherwise provided herein or under the CCAA, or
ordered by this Court, no document, order or other material need be
served on any Person in respect of these proceedings, unless such Person
has served a notice of appearance on the solicitors for the Petitioners and
Partnerships or appears on the service list prepared by the Monitor.

DECLARE that Petitioners, the Partnerships and the Monitor may, from
time to time, apply to this Court for directions concerning the exercise of
their respective powers, duties and rights hereunder or in respect of the
proper execution of this Order.

DECLARE that any interested Person may apply to this Court to vary or
rescind this Order or seek other relief upon seven days notice to Petitioners
and Partnerships, to counsel to Petitioners (Stikeman Elliott LLP, c/0 Jean
Fontaine & Matthew Liben), to the Monitor (Ernst & Young Inc., c¢/o
Martin Rosenthal, Michel Marleau & Jean-Daniel Breton), to the Monitor’s
counsel (Ogilvy Renault LLP, ¢/o Louis Gouin, and to the Interim Finance
Parties” counsel (Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP, c¢/o Sandra Abitan and
Marc S. Wasserman):

i) Me Jean Fontaine - jfontaine@stikeman.com
Me Matthew Liben - mliben@stikeman.com

Stikeman Elliott LLP
1155 René-Lévesque West, 40t floor
Montréal, Québec, H3B 3V2

ii) Mr. Martin Rosenthal - Martin.Rosenthal@ca.ey.com
Mr. Michel Marleau - Michel. Marleau@ca.ey.com

Mr. Jean-Daniel Breton - Jean-Daniel. Breton@ca.ey.com
Ernst & Young Inc.

800 René-Lévesque West, Suite 1900
Montréal, Québec, H3B 1X9

iii) ~ Me Louis Gouin - Igouin@ogilvyrenault.com
Ogilvy Renault LLP
1 Place Ville-Marie, Suite 2500

Montréal, Québec, H3B 1R1

iv) Me Sandra Abitan - sabitan@osler.com
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
1000 de la Gauchetiére Street West, Suite 2100
Montréal, Québec, H3B 4W5

and

Mr. Marc S. Wasserman - mwasserman@osler.com
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP

Box 50, 1 First Canadian Place

Toronto, Ontario M5X 1B8
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DECLARE that this Order and all other orders in these proceedings shall
have full force and effect in all provinces and territories in Canada.

DECLARE that for the purposes of seeking aid and recognition of any
court or any judicial, regulatory or administrative body outside of Canada
and in particular in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in respect of proceedings
commenced under Chapter 15 of the Bankruptcy Code and any ancillary
relief in respect thereto, White Birch Paper Company shall be appointed
and is hereby authorized and directed to act as foreign representative of
the Petitioners and Partnerships and to seek such aid and recognition.

REQUEST the aid and recognition of any Court or administrative body in
any Province of Canada and any Canadian federal court or administrative
body and any federal or state court or administrative body in the United
States of America and any court or administrative body elsewhere, to act in
aid of and to be complementary to this Court in carrying out the terms of
this Order.

ORDER the provisional execution of this Order notwithstanding any
appeal and without the necessity of furnishing any security.

THE WHOLE WITHOUT COSTS, save and except in case of contestation.

TRUE COPY

Montreal, this 24t day of February, 2010

PP P [sgd] Stikeman Elliott LLP
St Comon, Gialt L

STIKEMAN

ELLIOTT LLP STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP
Attorneys for Petitioners
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AFFIDAVIT

I, the undersigned, Jay A. Epstein, Vice President - Finance, Treasurer and
Secretary of White Birch Paper Company, doing business at 80 Field Point Road, Suite 3,
in the city Greenwich, Connecticut, U.S.A, do solemnly declare as follows:

1. I am duly authorized by the Petitioners to sign the present affidavit;
2. All the facts contained in the Petition for the issuance of an initial order dated
February 23rd, 2010 are true.

AND I HAVE SIGNED:

[sgd] Jay A. Epstein

JAY A. EPSTEIN

SOLEMNLY DECLARED before me,
at Montreal, Province of Quebec, this 24th
day of February, 2010 TRUE COPY

[sgd] Marie-Chantal Casey (172,390) R . LZJP
Seh (omon, (D Liatt

Commissioner for Oaths for all judicial STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP
districts of the Province of Quebec
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NOTICE OF PRESENTATION

TO: ERNST & YOUNG INC.
Attention: Mr. Martin Rosenthal, Mr. Michel Marleau and
Mr. Jean-Daniel Breton
800 René-Lévesque West, Suite 1900
Montréal, Québec, H3B 1X9
Telecopier: (514) 395-4933

AND TO: OGILVY RENAULT LLP
Attention: Me Louis Gouin
1 Place Ville-Marie, Suite 2500
Montréal, Québec, H3B 1R1
Telecopier: (514) 286-5474

AND TO: GE CANADA FINANCE HOLDING COMPANY
Attention: Brant Paper, Account Manager
123 Front St. West
Suite 1400
Toronto, Ontario, M5] 2M2
Telecopier: (416) 202-6226

AND TO: GENERAL ELECTRIC CAPITAL CORPORATION
Attention: Brant Paper, Account Manager
500 West Monroe Street
Chicago, Illinois 60661
Telecopier: (312) 463-2300

AND TO: GENERAL ELECTRIC CAPITAL CORPORATION
Attention: Corporate Counsel - Commercial Finance
201 Merritt 7
6th Floor
Norwalk, CT 06856-5201
Telecopier: (203) 956-4001
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AND TO: GENERAL ELECTRIC CAPITAL CORPORATION
Attention: Corporate Counsel - Corporate Financial Services
500 West Monroe Street
12th Floor
Chicago, IL 60661
Telecopier: (312) 441-6876

AND TO: CREDIT SUISSE
Attention: Agency Group
Eleven Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10010
Telecopier: (212) 325-9936

AND TO: LATHAM & WATKINS LLP
Attention: Marc Hanrahan
885 Third Avenue
Suite 1100
New York, NY 10022
Telecopier: (212) 751-4864

AND TO: OSLER, HOSKIN & HARCOURT LLP
Attention: Etienne Massicotte
1000 de la Gauchetiére Street West
Suite 2100
Montréal, Québec H3B 4W5
Telecopier: (514) 904-8101

AND TO: CREDIT SUISSE, TORONTO BRANCH
Attention: Edith Chan
One First Canadian Place
Suite 3000
P.O. Box 301
Toronto, Ontario, M5X 1C9
Telecopier: (416) 352-4574

AND TO: CREDIT SUISSE SECURITIES (USA) LLC
Attention: Judith Smith
Eleven Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10010
Telecopier: (917) 256-5089



AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:
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MERRILL LYNCH, PIERCE, FENNER & SMITH INCORPORATED
Attention: Don Burkitt

4 World Financial Centre

22nd Floor

New York, NY 10080

Telecopier: (212) 449-5681

MERRILL LYNCH CAPITAL SERVICES, INC.
Attention: Swap Group

Merrill Lynch World Headquarters

4 World Financial Centre

22nd Floor

New York, NY 10080

Telecopier: (917) 778-0836

GMI COUNSEL

Attention: Swaps Legal

Merrill Lynch World Headquarters
4 World Financial Centre

22nd Floor

New York, NY 10080

Telecopier: (212) 449-6993

CREDIT SUISSE FIRST BOSTON INTERNATIONAL
General Counsel Europe - Legal and Compliance Department
Telecopier: (44) 020-7888-2686

HEAD OF CREDIT RISK MANAGEMENT
Telecopier: (44) 020-7888-3715

GLOBAL HEAD OF OTC OPERATIONS - OPERATIONS
DEPARTMENT
Telecopier: (44) 020-7888-9503

THE TORONTO-DOMINION BANK
Attention: Managing Director, Treasury Credit
66 Wellington Street West

6th Floor, TD Tower

Toronto, Ontario, M5K 1A2

Telecopier: (416) 983-4732



AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:
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LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER

Attention: Michel Ouimet

565 Crémazie Boulevard East, Suite 9100

Montreal, Quebec, H2M 2V6

Email: mouimet@scep.ca

Telecopier: (514) 384-9988

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER

Attention: Renaud Gagné

565 Crémazie Boulevard East, Suite 9100

Montreal, Quebec, H2M 2V6

Email: rgagne@scep.ca
Telecopier: (514) 384-9988

LA FRATERNITE NATIONALE DES FORESTIERS ET
TRAVAILLEURS D'USINE - SECTION LOCALE 299 (MESUREURS)
(FTQ-CTC)

Attention: Jean-Yves Morasse

8580 Ste-Barbe Street

Québec, Québec, G2C 1R7

Hand delivered

SYNDICAT DES EMPLOYES ARRIMAGE DE GROS
CACOUNA INC.

Attention: Guylain Ouellet

308 Témiscouata Street

Riviere-du-Loup, Québec, G5R 2Y5

Hand delivered

LE SYNDICAT DEMOCRATIQUE DES SALARIES DE LA SCIERE
LEDUC

Attention: Serge Rhéaume

11371 de 1'Hopital Street

Québec, Québec, G2A 2V3

Hand delivered


mailto:mouimet@scep.ca
mailto:rgagne@scep.ca

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:

AND TO:
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LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 200
Attention: Pierre

5000 des Gradins Boulevard, Suite 275

Québec, Québec, G2] 1N3

Email: pierremorin@st. papierswhitebirch.com

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 250
Attention: Guy Riel

5000 des Gradins Boulevard, Suite 275

Québec, Québec, G2J 1N3

Email: rieleuy@sympatico.ca

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 137
Attention: Jeannot Labranche

5000,boul.des Gradins, Suite 275

Québec, Québec, G2J 1N3

Email: jeannot.labranche@hotmail.com

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 625
Attention: Gilbert Michaud

161 St-André Street

Riviere-du-Loup, Québec, G5R 3K6

Hand delivered

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 905
Attention: Serge Beaulieu

51 Chemin du Lac

Dame-du-Portage, Québec, GOL 1Y0

Hand delivered

LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 627
Attention: Francis Bélanger

313 Place Jean-Yves Coté

Riviere-du-Loup, Québec, G5R 5R1

Hand delivered


mailto:pierremorin@st.papierswhitebirch.com
mailto:rielguy@sympatico.ca
mailto:jeannot.labranche@hotmail.com
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AND TO: LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 1104
Attention: Daniel Gagnon
5 Omer-Lahaie
Gatineau, Québec,]8M 1A5

Email: danigagn@papiermasson.com

AND TO: LE SYNDICAT CANADIEN DES COMMUNICATIONS, DE
L'ENERGIE ET DU PAPIER - SECTION LOCALE 11
Attention: Richard Lahaie
C.P. 2739, Succ. Masson-Angers
Gatineau, Québec,]8M 1K7
Email: ]Jahaierichard@hotmail.com

AND TO: KSH SOLUTIONS INC.
Attention: Marc Rowan
1 Place Alexis-Nihon
3400 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Suite 1600
Montréal, Québec, H3Z 3B8
Telecopier: (514) 939-5248

AND TO: SERVICE D'IMPARTITION INDUSTRIEL
2300 Rue Jules-Vachon
Trois Rivieres, Québec, G9A 5E1
Telecopier : (819) 374-4245

Please refer to the content of the attached Motion for an Initial Order. You are
hereby advised that such Motion will be presented for adjudication before Justice
Mongeon of the Superior Court of Québec on February 24, 2010, at 9:15 am in room
17.09 of the Montreal Courthouse, located at 1 Notre-Dame Street East, Montreal,
Quebec, H2Y 1B6.

We draw your attention in particular to the priming charge on the assets of
White Birch Paper et al. being sought by way of the said Motion.

TRUE COPY Montreal, this 24th day of February, 2010
X”A{ ({Q &JU ﬂ LLP [sgd] Stikeman Elliott LLP
Oyh 0mon ol

STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP

Attorneys for Petitioners


mailto:danigagn@papiermasson.com
mailto:lahaierichard@hotmail.com

N°.: 500-11-038474-108

SUPERIOR COURT
(Commercial Division)
The Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
DISTRICT OF MONTREAL

IN THE MATTER OF THE PLAN OF
ARRANGEMENT AND COMPROMISE OF:

WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY ET
ALS.

Petitioners
and
ERNST & YOUNG INC.
Monitor
and

STADACONA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP ET ALS.

Mis en Cause

BS0350 Our File: 118326-1015

PETITION FOR THE ISSUANCE OF AN INITIAL
ORDER
(Sections 11 and seq. of the Companies’ Creditors
Arrangement Act (“CCAA"))

COPY
Me Jean Fontaine (514) 397-3337
Fax: (514) 397-3487
STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP

1155 René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 40th floor
Montreal, Quebec, H3B 3V2



CANADA

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
DISTRICT OF MONTREAL
No.: 500-11-038474-108

SUPERIOR COURT
(Commercial Division)
The Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act

IN THE MATTER OF THE PLAN OF
ARRANGEMENT AND COMPROMISE
OF:

WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING
COMPANY

-and-
WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY
-and-
STADACONA GENERAL PARTNER INC.
-and-
BLACK SPRUCE PAPER INC.
-and-
F.F. SOUCY GENERAL PARTNER INC.
-and-
3120772 NOVA SCOTIA COMPANY
-and-
ARRIMAGE DE GROS CACOUNA INC.
-and-
PAPIER MASSON LTEE

Petitioners
-and-
ERNST & YOUNG INC.

Monitor



-and-

STADACONA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
-and-

F.F. SOUCY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
-and-

E.F. SOUCY, INC. & PARTNERS, LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP

Mises en Cause

LIST OF EXHIBITS AND SCHEDULES

EXHIBIT P-1:

EXHIBIT P-2:

EXHIBIT P-3:

EXHIBIT P-4:

EXHIBIT P-5:
(under seal)

EXHIBIT P-6:
(under seal)

SCHEDULE A:

Chart illustrating the basic corporate structure of the WB Group

Report detailing solvency deficits prepared by Mercer (Canada)
Ltd.

Interim Financing Credit Agreement

Monitor’s Report, dated February 234, 2010

WB Group’s consolidated audited financial statements as at
December 31,2008 and WB Group’s most recent consolidated
unaudited financial statements

Copy of a statement showing the projected cash flow for the 13
weeks ending May 14th, 2010

Obligations per Guarantor (First and Second Lien Term Loans)




SCHEDULE B: Summary Table of Guarantees and secured Obligations (Revolving

Credit Agreement)
TRUE COPY Montreal, this 234 day of February, 2010
~ A @ &sz /_ﬁ M‘P [sgd] Stikeman Elliott LLP
YT NN ¢
STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP

Attorneys for Petitioners



N°.: 500-11-038474-108

SUPERIOR COURT
(Commercial Division)
The Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
DISTRICT OF MONTREAL

IN THE MATTER OF THE PLAN OF
ARRANGEMENT AND COMPROMISE OF:

WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY ET
ALS.

Petitioners
and
ERNST & YOUNG INC.
Monitor
and

STADACONA LIMITED PARTNERSHIP ET ALS.

Mis en Cause

BS0350 Our File: 118326-1015
LIST OF EXHIBITS
COPY
Me Jean Fontaine (514) 397-3337
Fax: (514) 397-3487
STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP

1155 René-Lévesque Boulevard West, 40t floor
Montreal, Quebec, H3B 3V2



Top Structure Last update: Sept 10, 2009

(o (o
- 2,000, | -2,000, -12,000, voting
voting voting common
1,000 common common - 8,610 non-
1009% nm:: mon 75% [12.5% 12.5% 50% - 1,435 non- - 1,435 non- voting common
voting voting
common common
4 y y 4
Brant Industries, Inc. 3095809 Nova Scotia PB-RF, Inc. RF White Birch L.P. Brant Paper, Inc.
(DE S CORP) Limited (DE S CORP) (DE) (DE S CORP)
(NS Lid)
750 Class B 3,841,517 250 Class B 100 common
Preferred Class A Preferred v
Common
252,702,878 Soucy Partners Newsprint, Inc.
M_wmm A {formerly Dow Jones Newsprint
ommon .
WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDINGS COMPANY © Company, Inc.)
(NSULC) (DE)
"
- 63,582,069 Class A Common
278,999,524 LP Units -1 Class C Preferred
100%
WB Canada, LLC
(DE)
White Birch
1 Common Partners L.P.
; Qo)
3098580 Nova 100 GP Units
Scotia Company
3 2
(NSULC) H 33,232,806 common

White Birch Paper Company
(NSULQ)

2
Pl
@
~1
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L&W Draft 2/23/10

$140,000,000

SENIOR SECURED SUPER-PRIORITY DEBTOR-IN-POSSESSION TERM LOAN
CREDIT AGREEMENT

among
WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY,
as Guarantor
WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY,
STADACONA L.P.,
F.F. SOUCY L.P.,
PAPIER MASSON LTEE, and
BEAR ISLAND PAPER COMPANY, L.L.C.,
as Borrowers (and each a Debtor and Debtor in Possession),

the Several Lenders
from time to time parties hereto,

CREDIT SUISSE AG,
as Administrative Agent [and US Collateral Agent],
BLACK DIAMOND COMMERCIAL FINANCE, L.L.C.,
as Syndication Agent,
BLACK DIAMOND COMMERCIAL FINANCE, L.L.C. and CREDIT SUISSE AG,
as Lead Arrangers,
[CREDIT SUISSE, TORONTO BRANCH], as Canadian Collateral Agent,

Dated as of February [ |, 2010
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This SENIOR SECURED, SUPER-PRIORITY DEBTOR-IN-POSSESSION
TERM LOAN CREDIT AGREEMENT, dated as of February [ ], 2010, among WHITE
BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY, an unlimited liability company organized under the
laws of Nova Scotia, WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY, an unlimited liability company
organized under the laws of Nova Scotia (“White Birch” or the “Company”’), STADACONA
L.P., a limited partnership organized under the laws of Quebec (“Stadacona”), F.F. SOUCY L.P.,
a limited partnership organized under the laws of Quebec (“Soucy 2”), PAPIER MASSON
LTEE, a corporation organized under the laws of Canada (“Papier Masson” and together with
White Birch, Stadacona and Soucy 2, the “Canadian Borrowers”) and BEAR ISLAND PAPER
COMPANY, L.L.C., a limited liability company organized under the laws of Virginia (the “U.S.
Borrower” or “Bear Island” and together with the Canadian Borrowers, collectively as the
“Borrowers”), each a debtor-in-possession, the LENDERS from time to time party to this
Agreement (the “Lenders” or “DIP Lenders”), CREDIT SUISSE AG and BLACK DIAMOND
COMMERCIAL FINANCE, L.L.C., as joint lead arrangers (in such capacity, the “Lead
Arrangers”’), BLACK DIAMOND COMMERCIAL FINANCE, L.L.C., as syndication agent (in
such capacity and together with its successors, the “Syndication Agent”), [CREDIT SUISSE
AGQG] as administrative agent (in such capacity and together with its successors, the
“Administrative Agent”), CREDIT SUISSE AG, as US collateral agent (in such capacity and
together with its successors, the “US Collateral Agent”) and CREDIT SUISSE, TORONTO
BRANCH, as Canadian collateral agent (in such capacity and together with its successors, the
“Canadian Collateral Agent”, and together with the US Collateral Agent, the “Collateral

Agents”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, on February [24], 2010 (the “CCAA Filing Date”) the Canadian
Borrowers filed an application with the Quebec Superior Court, Commercial Division for the
District of Montreal (the “Canadian Court”) for relief and commenced proceedings (each a
“CCAA Case” and collectively, the “CCAA Cases”) under the Companies’ Creditors
Arrangement Act (Canada), as amended (the “CCAA”) and have continued in possession of their
assets and in the management of their business pursuant to the CCAA and the CCAA Initial
Order (as defined herein);

WHEREAS, on February [24], 2010 (the “Petition Date”), the U.S. Borrower
commenced Chapter 11 Case No. 10-[ ] (the “Chapter 11 Case”) and [the Company,
Papier Masson, Stadcona General Partner, Inc., Stadacona LP, Soucy 2 and Soucy1] commenced
Chapter 15 Case Nos. 10-[ ] through 10-[ ], as jointly administered at
Chapter 15 Case No. 10-[ ] (each a “Chapter 15 Case” and collectively, the “Chapter 15
Cases” and together with the Chapter 11 Case, the “US Cases”) by filing a voluntary petition for
reorganization under the applicable chapter of 11 U.S.C. 101 et seq. (the “Bankruptcy Code”),
with the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, Richmond Division
(the “Bankruptcy Court™). The U.S. Borrower continues to operate its business and manage its
properties as a debtor and debtor-in-possession pursuant to Sections 1107(a) and 1108 of the
Bankruptcy Code.

WHEREAS, the Borrowers have requested that Lenders provide a senior secured,
super-priority delayed draw term loan facility to the Borrowers of up to one hundred forty
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million Dollars ($140,000,000) in the aggregate to fund the working capital requirements of the
Borrowers and other Loan Parties during the pendency of the US Cases and the CCAA Cases
and to repay in full all “Obligations” under, and as defined in, the Prepetition Revolving Credit
Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the “Prepetition Revolving Obligations™);

WHEREAS, the Lenders are willing to make certain Postpetition loans and other
Extensions of Credit to the Borrowers of up to such amount upon the terms and conditions set
forth herein;

WHEREAS, the Borrowers and other Loan Parties have agreed to secure all of
their Obligations under the Loan Documents by granting to the applicable Collateral Agent, for
the benefit of Administrative Agent, each other Agent and Lenders, a security interest in,
hypothec and lien upon substantially all of their existing and after-acquired personal and real

property;

WHEREAS, the Borrowers’ and other Loan Parties’ business is a mutual and
collective enterprise and the Borrowers and other Loan Parties believe that the consolidation of
all loans and other Extensions of Credit under this Agreement will enhance the aggregate
borrowing powers of the Borrowers and other Loan Parties and facilitate the administration of
the US Cases and the CCAA Cases and their loan relationship with the Administrative Agent and
the Lenders, all to the mutual advantage of the Borrowers and other Loan Parties and their
respective Subsidiaries;

WHEREAS, each Borrower and other Loan Parties acknowledges that it will
receive substantial direct and indirect benefit by reason of the making of loans and other
financial accommodations to the Borrowers as provided in this Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Lenders’ willingness to make loans and other extensions of
credit to the Borrowers, and the Administrative Agent’s and Collateral Agent’s willingness to
administer each Borrower’s and each other Loan Party’s collateral security therefor, on a
combined basis as more fully set forth in this Agreement, is done solely as an accommodation to
the Borrowers and at the Borrowers’ and other Loan Parties’ request and in furtherance of the
Borrowers’ and other Loan Parties’ mutual and collective enterprise.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the agreements herein
set forth, and for other good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which is hereby
acknowledged, the parties hereto hereby agree as follows:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS

1.1 Defined Terms. As used in this Agreement, including the recitals hereto,
the terms listed in this Section 1.1 shall have the respective meanings set forth in this Section 1.1.

“3120772: 3120772 Nova Scotia Company, an unlimited liability company
organized under the laws of Nova Scotia.

“Accounting Change”: as defined in Section 9.16.
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“Accounts”: any “account” (as that term is defined in the UCC now or hereafter in
effect).

“Administration Charge”: the charge provided for in the CCAA Initial Order,
which charge shall exceed $2,800,000 in the aggregate, to secure the Administration Charge
Expenses.

“Administration Charge Expenses™: (a) all fees and expenses of the Monitor
required to be paid to the Monitor, including the fees and expenses of the Monitor’s legal
counsel and (b) all fees and expenses of counsel to the Canadian Loan Parties and such advisors
retained by the Canadian Loan Parties, in each case subject to and in accordance with the CCAA
Initial Order and this Agreement.

“Administrative Agent”: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Affiliate”: with respect to any Person, (a) another Person that directly, or
indirectly through one or more intermediaries, Controls or is Controlled by or is under common
Control with the Person specified or (b) any Person with (x) the same general partner, manager
or investment manager as such Person or (y) a general partner, manager or investment manager
affiliated with such general partner, manager or investment manager of such Person. “Control”
means the possession, directly or indirectly, of the power to direct or cause the direction of the
management or policies of a Person, whether through the ability to exercise voting power, by
contract or otherwise. “Controlling” and “Controlled” have correlative meanings.

“Agents”: the collective reference to the Syndication Agent, the Administrative
Agent, the Canadian Collateral Agent and the US Collateral Agent.

“Aggregate Reserve Amount”: the aggregate of (i) the Carve-Out, (ii) the
Administration Charge, (iii) the Canadian Priority Reserve and (iv) the Directors’ Charge.

13

Agreement”: this Senior Secured, Super-Priority Debtor-In-Possession Term
Loan Credit Agreement, as amended, restated, amended and restated, supplemented or otherwise
modified from time to time.

“Applicable Margin”: (a) with respect to Base Rate Loans, 9.00% and (b) with
respect to Eurodollar Loans, 10.00%.

“Applicable Order”: the Interim Order (until such time as the Final Order shall
have been entered and, thereafter, the Final Order) and the CCAA Initial Order, as the case may
be.

“Approved Budget”: the aggregate, without duplication, of all items that are set
forth in the Initial Approved Budget as such budget may be amended, modified, replaced or
supplemented from time to time by any Supplemental Approved Budget.

“Arrimage”: Arrimage de Gros Cacouna Inc., a Canadian federal corporation.

“Asset Sale”: any Disposition of Property or series of related Dispositions of
Property (excluding any such Disposition permitted by clause (a), (b), (), (h), [(1)], (j), (k), (1) or
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(n) of Section 6.5) which yields Net Cash Proceeds to any Company Group Member (valued at
the initial principal amount thereof in the case of non-cash proceeds consisting of notes or other

debt securities and valued at Fair Market Value in the case of other non-cash proceeds) in excess
of $250,000.

Assignee”: as defined in Section 9.5(c).

“Assignment and Acceptance”: as defined in Section 9.5(c).
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Assignor”: as defined in Section 9.5(c).

“Avoidance Actions” as defined in Section 5.9(a)(i).

“Bankruptcy Code”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“Bankruptcy Court”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“Bankruptcy Rules”: the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure, as the same may
from time to time be in effect and applicable to the US Cases.

“Base Rate: for any day, a rate per annum (rounded upwards, if necessary, to the
next 1/100 of 1%) equal to the greatest of (a) the Prime Rate in effect on such day, (b) the
Federal Funds Effective Rate in effect on such day plus 72 of 1% and (c) 3.00%. For purposes
hereof: “Prime Rate” shall mean the rate of interest determined from time to time by the
Administrative Agent as being its reference rate then in effect for determining interest rates on
Dollar denominated commercial loans made by it in the United States. The Prime Rate is a
reference rate and does not necessarily represent the lowest or best rate actually available. Any
change in the Base Rate due to a change in the Prime Rate or the Federal Funds Effective Rate
shall be effective as of the opening of business on the effective day of such change in the Prime
Rate, or the Federal Funds Effective Rate, respectively.

“Base Rate Loans”: Loans for which the applicable rate of interest is based upon
the Base Rate.

“Bear Island™: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Benefited Lender”: as defined in Section 9.7(a).

“BIA”: the Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act (Canada) as such legislation now
exists or may from time to time hereafter be amended, modified, recodified, supplemented or
replaced, together with all rules, regulations and interpretations thereunder or related thereto.

“Black Spruce”: Black Spruce Paper Inc., a Nova Scotia limited liability
company.

“Board”: the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System of the United
States of America (or any successor).
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“Board of Directors”: with respect to any Person, (i) in the case of any
corporation, the board of directors of such Person, (ii) in the case of any limited liability
company, the board of managers of such Person, (iii) in the case of any partnership, the board of
directors of the general partner of such Person and (iv) in any other case, the functional
equivalent of the foregoing.

“Borrower”: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Borrowing Base Availability”: as of any date, an amount equal to the sum of:

(a) the book value of all Accounts owned by the Borrowers and the
Guarantors as of such date, multiplied by the advance rate of 60%; plus

(b) (x) the difference of (i) the book value of all Inventory owned by the
Borrowers and the Guarantors as of such date, minus (ii) all Stores owned
by the Borrowers and the Guarantors as of such date multiplied by (y) the
advance rate of 40%; plus

() $75,000,000.

“Borrowing Date”: any Business Day specified by a Borrower as a date on which
such Borrower requests the Lenders to make Loans to such Borrower hereunder.

“Borrowing Notice”: with respect to any request for the borrowing of Loans
hereunder, a notice from a Borrower, substantially in the form of, and containing the information
prescribed by, Exhibit J, delivered to the Administrative Agent.

“British Bankers” Association Interest Settlement Rate”: the rate on the display
designated as the LIBORO1 page on the Reuters Screen (or such other page as may replace such
page on such service for the purpose of displaying the rates at which the relevant Dollar deposits
are offered by leading banks in the London interbank deposit market).
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Business Day”: (a) for all purposes other than as covered by clause (b) below, a
day other than a Saturday, Sunday or other day on which commercial banks in New York City or
Toronto, Ontario are authorized or required by law to close and (b) with respect to all notices and
determinations in connection with, and payments of principal and interest on Loans, any day that
is a Business Day described in clause (a) and which is also a day for trading by and between
banks in Dollar deposits in the interbank Eurodollar market.

“Canadian Benefit Plans™: all employee benefit plans established, maintained or
contributed to by any Company Group Member in Canada, or under which any Company Group
Member in Canada has or will have any liability or contingent liability, or pursuant to which
payments are made or benefits provided to, or an entitlement to payments or benefits may arise,
that are not Canadian Pension Plans, including, without limitation, all profit sharing, savings,
supplemental retirement, retiring allowance, severance, retirement compensation, deferred
compensation, welfare, bonus, incentive compensation, phantom stock, supplementary
unemployment benefit plans or arrangements and all life, health, dental and disability plans and
arrangements in which the employees or former employees of any Company Group Member
employed in Canada, or individuals working on contract with any Company Group Member in
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Canada, participate or are eligible to participate, in each case whether written or oral, registered
or unregistered, funded or unfunded, insured or self-insured, reported or unreported, but
excluding all stock option or stock purchase plans and government sponsored pension,
employment insurance, health financing, prescription drugs, prenatal insurance, workers
compensation and similar plans.

“Canadian Borrowers™: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Canadian Collateral Agent”: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Canadian Court”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“Canadian Loan Parties”: any Loan Party that is incorporated, organized or
formed under the laws of Canada or any province thereof.

“Canadian Multi-Employer Pension Plan”: (i) a multi-employer plan within the
meaning of the Income Tax Act (Canada) to which any Company Group Member contributes or
is required to contribute in respect of its Canadian employees, and (ii) any other Canadian
pension plan in which a Company Group Member participates but which is not sponsored and
administered by the Company Group Member.

“Canadian Pension Plans”: any plan which is considered to be a pension plan for
the purposes of any applicable pension benefits standards statute and/or regulation in Canada or
any province thereof established, maintained or contributed to by any Company Group Member,
their respective employees or former employees, in each case whether written or oral, funded or
unfunded, insured or self-insured, reported or unreported and government sponsored pension,
employment insurance, health financing, prescription drugs, prenatal insurance, workers
compensation and similar plans.

“Canadian Priority Reserve™: a reserve of an amount to be determined for
payment of amounts specified under Sections 81.3, 81.4, 81.5 and 81.6 of the Bankruptcy and
Insolvency Act (Canada).

“Canadian Subsidiaries™: Stadacona, Soucy 1 and Soucy 2, Papier Masson, and
each other Subsidiary of the Company that is incorporated, organized or formed under the laws
of Canada or any province thereof.

“Capital Expenditures”: for any period, with respect to any Person, the aggregate
of all expenditures by such Person for the acquisition or leasing (pursuant to a capital lease or
Synthetic Lease) of fixed or capital assets or additions to equipment (including replacements,
capitalized repairs and improvements during such period) to the extent required to be capitalized
under GAAP on a balance sheet of such Person, excluding (a) expenditures to the extent they are
made with the proceeds of (i) any equity contribution to the Company from a Person other than a
Company Group Member or (ii) a capital contribution to Holdings, (b) expenditures that are
accounted for as capital expenditures of such Person and that actually are paid for by a third
party (excluding the Company or any Subsidiary thereof) due to indemnification, reimbursement
or similar obligations and for which neither the Company nor any Subsidiary thereof has
provided or is required to provide or incur, directly or indirectly, any consideration or obligation
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to such third party or any other Person (whether before, during or after such period), (c) the book
value of any asset owned by such Person prior to or during such period to the extent that such
value is included as a capital expenditure during such period as a result of such Person reusing or
beginning to reuse such asset during such period without a corresponding expenditure actually
having been made in such period; provided, that (i) any expenditure necessary in order to permit
such asset to be reused shall be included as a Capital Expenditure during the period that such
expenditure actually is made and (ii) such book value shall have been included in Capital
Expenditures when such asset was originally acquired, (d) the purchase price of equipment
purchased during such period to the extent the consideration therefor consists of (i) worn out,
obsolete or surplus equipment traded in at the time of such purchase or (ii) the proceeds of a
concurrent sale of worn out, obsolete or surplus equipment, in each case, in the ordinary course
of business and (e) expenditures funded with the proceeds from any Recovery Event.

“Capital Lease Obligations™: with respect to any Person, the obligations of such
Person to pay rent or other amounts under any lease of (or other arrangement conveying the right
to use) real or personal property, or a combination thereof, which obligations are required to be
classified and accounted for as capital leases on a balance sheet of such Person under GAAP;
and, for the purposes of this Agreement, the amount of such obligations at any time shall be the
capitalized amount thereof at such time determined in accordance with GAAP.
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Capital Stock™: any and all shares, interests, participations or other equivalents
(however designated) of capital stock of a corporation, any and all equivalent ownership interests
in a Person (other than a corporation) and any and all warrants, rights or options to purchase any
of the foregoing.

“Carve-Out”: as defined in the DIP Order.

“Carve-Out Amount”: as defined in the DIP Order.

“Carve-Out Expenses”: as defined in the DIP Order.

“Carve-Out Trigger Notice”: as defined in the DIP Order.

“Cases”: collectively, the US Cases and the CCAA Cases.

“Cash Equivalents”: (a) marketable direct obligations issued by, or
unconditionally guaranteed by, the United States of America or Canada or issued by any agency
thereof and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States of America or Canada or any
agency, state, province or territory thereof, in each case maturing within one year from the date
of acquisition; (b) certificates of deposit, time deposits or overnight bank deposits having
maturities of 364 days or less from the date of acquisition issued by any Lender or by any
commercial bank or trust company organized under the laws of the United States of America or
any state thereof or by a bank listed in Schedule I of the Bank Act (Canada) and having
combined capital and surplus of not less than $500,000,000; (c) commercial paper, bonds, notes
or debentures of an issuer rated at least A-2 by S&P or P-2 by Moody’s or R-1 by DBRS or
carrying an equivalent rating by a nationally recognized rating agency, if all of the three named
rating agencies cease publishing ratings of commercial paper issuers generally, and maturing
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within 364 days from the date of acquisition; (d) repurchase obligations of any Lender or of any
commercial bank satisfying the requirements of clause (b) of this definition, having a term of not
more than 30 days with respect to securities issued or fully guaranteed or insured by the United
States of America or Canada; (e) securities with maturities of one year or less from the date of
acquisition issued or fully guaranteed by any state, province, commonwealth or territory of the
United States of America or Canada, by any political subdivision or taxing authority of any such
state, province, commonwealth or territory or by any foreign government, the securities of which
state, province, commonwealth, territory, political subdivision, taxing authority or foreign
government (as the case may be) are rated at least A by S&P, A by Moody’s, or A by DBRS;

(f) securities with maturities of 364 days or less from the date of acquisition backed by standby
letters of credit issued by any Lender or any commercial bank satisfying the requirements of
clause (b) of this definition; and (g) shares of money market mutual or similar funds substantially
all of whose assets satisfy the requirements of any of clauses (a) through (f) of this definition.

“Cash Flow Forecasts”: collectively, the 13-week Cash Flow Forecasts prepared
each week by the Borrowers in form [and with detail substantially similar to the 13-week Cash
Flow Forecast delivered to the Administrative Agent on [ ], 20[ ]][and substance reasonably
satisfactory to the Lead Arrangers], which shall reflect the Borrowers’ good faith projection of
all cash receipts and disbursements in connection with the operation of its business in the 13-
week period beginning on the date of delivery of such Cash Flow Forecast.

“CCAA”: as defined in the recitals hereto.
“CCAA Cases”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“CCAA DIP Charge”: the court ordered hypothecs, security interests, pledges
and charges made by the Canadian Court on all of the existing and after-acquired assets, property
and undertaking of the Canadian Loan Parties which secures all Obligations of the Canadian
Loan Parties and rank in priority to all Liens other than Permitted Liens (save and except for the
Directors’ Charge which shall remain subordinate to the CCAA DIP Charge).

“CCAA Filing Date”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“CCAA Initial Order”: collectively, the initial order of the Canadian Court issued
on the CCAA Filing Date, together with all extensions, modifications and amendments thereto,
in each case in form and substance satisfactory to the Administrative Agent, the Syndication
Agent and the Lead Arrangers in their respective sole discretion, approving this Agreement and
providing for the CCAA DIP Charge and also providing that any material amendments to this
Agreement require approval of the Canadian Court.

“Chapter 11 Case”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“Chapter 15 Cases”: as defined in the recitals hereto.
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Closing Date”: the date on which the initial funding of the Loans occurs.

“Code”: the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended from time to time.
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“Collateral”: collectively, all Property of the Loan Parties, now existing or
hereafter acquired, upon which a Lien is purported to be created by this Agreement, any Security
Document, any Applicable Order or any other Loan Document.

“Commitment”: each Interim Date Commitment and each Delayed Draw
Commitment.

“Committees”: collectively, the official committee of unsecured creditors and any
other committee formed, appointed, or approved in the Chapter 11 Case and each of such
Committees shall be referred to herein as a Committee.

“Commonly Controlled Entity”: an entity, whether or not incorporated, that is
under common control with the Company within the meaning of Section 4001(b)(1) of ERISA or
is part of a group that includes the Company and that is treated as a single employer under
Section 414(b) or 414(c) of the Code or, solely for purposes of Section 412 of the Code to the
extent required by such section, Section 414(m) or 414(0) of the Code.
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Company”: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Company Group Member”: each of the Company and each of its Subsidiaries
other than Immaterial Subsidiaries.

“Compliance Certificate”: a certificate duly executed by a Responsible Officer,
substantially in the form of Exhibit B.

“Consolidated EBITDA™: of any Person for any period, Consolidated Net Income
of such Person and its Subsidiaries for such period plus, without duplication and to the extent
reflected as a charge in the statement of such Consolidated Net Income for such period, the sum
of (a) income tax expense, (b) total Consolidated Interest Expense of such Person and its
Subsidiaries, amortization or write-off of debt discount and debt issuance costs and commissions,
discounts and other fees and charges associated with Indebtedness and, without duplication,
other noncash consolidated interest expense calculated in accordance with GAAP, (c)
depreciation and amortization expense, (d) amortization of intangibles (including, but not limited
to, goodwill) and organization costs, (€) any extraordinary or non-recurring expenses or losses
(including non-recurring cash or non-cash, costs, fees and expenses related to a financial
restructuring or to the Cases (including but not limited to legal, consulting and advisory costs,
fees and expenses) in an amount not to exceed the corresponding amount set forth on the
Approved Budget), (f) any other non-cash charges and expenses (including any non-cash losses
attributable to fluctuations in foreign currency exchange rates) and (g) all fees and expenses, and
any prepayment premium or penalties or similar costs, incurred in connection with the incurrence
of Indebtedness and issuance of Capital Stock permitted by this Agreement, and minus, without
duplication, to the extent included in the statement of such Consolidated Net Income for such
period, the sum of (a) interest income, (b) any extraordinary or non-recurring income or gains
and (c) any other non-cash income (including any gains attributable to fluctuations in foreign
currency exchange rates), all as determined on a consolidated basis; provided, for avoidance of
doubt, that any of the foregoing additions and deductions shall only be made in respect of such
items of Persons whose net income was included in the determination of Consolidated Net

NY\1620408.3



Income and to the extent of such inclusion; provided, further, that, for purposes of calculating
Consolidated EBITDA of the Company and its Subsidiaries for any period, the Consolidated
EBITDA of any business unit Disposed of by the Company or any of its Subsidiaries during such
period shall be excluded for such period (assuming for purposes of the calculation of
Consolidated EBITDA the consummation of such Disposition occurred on the first day of such
period).

“Consolidated Interest Expense”: of any Person for any period, without
duplication, total cash interest expense (including that attributable to Capital Lease Obligations),
net of cash interest income, of such Person and its Subsidiaries for such period with respect to all
outstanding Indebtedness of such Person and its Subsidiaries (including, without limitation, all
commissions, discounts and other fees and charges owed by such Person with respect to letters of
credit and bankers’ acceptance financing and net costs of such Person under Hedge Agreements
in respect of interest rates to the extent such net costs are allocable to such period in accordance
with GAAP).

“Consolidated Net Income”: of any Person for any period, the consolidated net
income (or loss) of such Person and its Subsidiaries for such period, determined on a
consolidated basis in accordance with GAAP; provided that in calculating Consolidated Net
Income of the Company and its Subsidiaries for any period, there shall be excluded (without
duplication) (a) the income (or deficit) of any Person accrued prior to the date it becomes a
Subsidiary of the Company, or is merged into or consolidated with any of the Company or any of
its Subsidiaries, (b) the income (or deficit) of any Person (other than a Subsidiary of the
Company) in which any of the Company or any of its Subsidiaries has an ownership interest,
except to the extent that any such income is actually received by the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries in the form of cash dividends or similar distributions, and (c) the undistributed
earnings of any Subsidiary (other than a Guaranteeing Subsidiary) of any Person to the extent
that the declaration or payment of dividends or similar distributions by such Subsidiary is not at
the time permitted under the terms of any Contractual Obligation (other than any Loan
Document) or Requirement of Law applicable to such Subsidiary or such Subsidiary’s
constitutive or organizational documents.

“Contingent Obligation”: with respect to any Person, all contingent liabilities
required to be included or noted in the financial statements of such Person in accordance with
GAAP.

“Contractual Obligation™: with respect to any Person, any provision constituting
an obligation or liability of such Person under any security issued by such Person or under any
agreement, instrument or other undertaking to which such Person is a party or by which it or any
of its Property is bound.

“Control Investment Affiliate”: with respect to any Person, any other Person that
(a) directly or indirectly, is in control of, is controlled by, or is under common control with, such
Person and (b) is organized by such Person or the manager, advisor or administrator of such
Person primarily for the purpose of making equity or debt investments in one or more
companies. For purposes of this definition, “control” of a Person means the power, directly or
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indirectly, to direct or cause the direction of the management and policies of such Person,
whether by contract or otherwise.

“Core Business™: (a) the paper producing business and any services, activities or
businesses incidental, directly related or similar thereto and (b) any line of business engaged in
by the Borrowers and their respective Subsidiaries on the Closing Date and any business activity
that is a reasonable extension, development or expansion thereof or ancillary thereto (including
the use of assets in existence on the Closing Date).

“Covenant Availability”: at any time, the lesser of (a) the difference of (i) the
undrawn portion of the total Commitments at such time minus (ii) the Aggregate Reserve
Amount at such time and (b) the difference of (i) Borrowing Base Availability at such time
minus (ii) the sum of ((A) the aggregate principal amount of Loans outstanding under the DIP
Facility at such time plus (B) the Aggregate Reserve Amount at such time).

“DBRS”: Dominion Bond Rating Service Limited and any successor entity
thereto.

“Default”: any of the events specified in Section 7, whether or not any
requirement for the giving of notice, the lapse of time, or both, has been satisfied.

“Delayed Draw Commitment”: with respect to each Lender, the commitment of
such Lender to make Delayed Draw Loans hereunder as set forth on Schedule 2.1, or in the
Assignment and Acceptance pursuant to which such Lender assumed its Delayed Draw
Commitment, as applicable, as the same may be (a) reduced from time to time pursuant to
Section 2.1 or 2.5 and (b) reduced or increased from time to time pursuant to assignments by or
to such Lender pursuant to Section 9.5. The total amount of the Delayed Draw Commitments is
$140,000,000 minus the aggregate principal amount of Interim Date Loans funded hereunder in
accordance with Section 2.1(a).

“Delayed Draw Commitment Period”: the period from and including the Closing
Date to the Delayed Draw Termination Date.

“Delayed Draw Loans”: as defined in Section 2.1(b).

“Delayed Draw Termination Date”: the earliest to occur of (i) the date the
Delayed Draw Commitments are permanently reduced to zero pursuant to Section 2.1 or Section
2.5, and (ii) the Maturity Date.

“Derivatives Counterparty’: as defined in Section 6.6.

“Designated Agreements”: as defined in Section 5.16(a).

“DIP Facility”: the credit facility evidenced by this Agreement.

“DIP Order”: the Interim Order or the Final Order, whichever is in effect as of the
relevant date in question.

11
NY\1620408.3



“Directors’ Charge”: the charge provided for in the CCAA Initial Order, which
charge shall be subordinate to the CCAA DIP Charge and shall not exceed $9,400,000 in the
aggregate, to secure the Directors’ Charge Expenses.

“Directors’ Charge Expenses”: those indemnities, disbursements, expenses and
fees secured by the Directors’ Charge, subject to and in accordance with the terms of the CCAA
Initial Order.

“Disposition”: with respect to any Property, any sale, lease, sale and leaseback,
exchange, assignment, conveyance, transfer or other disposition thereof (other than the granting
or creation of any Liens with respect to such Property); and the terms “Dispose” and “Disposed
of” shall have correlative meanings.

“Disqualified Stock™: any Capital Stock that, by its terms (or by the terms of any
security into which it is convertible, or for which it is exchangeable, in each case, at the option of
the holder of the Capital Stock), or upon the happening of any event, matures or is mandatorily
redeemable, pursuant to a sinking fund obligation or otherwise, or redeemable at the option of
the holder of the Capital Stock, in whole or in part, on or prior to the date that is 91 days after the
Maturity Date; provided, however, that (i) only the portion of Capital Stock which so matures or
is mandatorily redeemable, is so convertible or exchangeable or is so redeemable at the option of
the holder thereof prior to such date shall be deemed to be Disqualified Stock and (ii) any class
of Capital Stock of the Company that by its terms authorizes the Company to satisfy its
obligations thereunder by delivery of Capital Stock of the Company that is not Disqualified
Stock shall not be deemed to be Disqualified Stock. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence,
any Capital Stock that would constitute Disqualified Stock solely because the holders of the
Capital Stock have the right to require the Company to repurchase such Capital Stock upon the
occurrence of a change of control or an asset sale will not constitute Disqualified Stock if the
terms of such Capital Stock provide that the Company may not repurchase or redeem any such
Capital Stock pursuant to such provisions so long as the DIP Facility is outstanding unless such
repurchase or redemption complies with Section 6.6. The amount of Disqualified Stock deemed
to be outstanding at any time for purposes of this Agreement will be the maximum amount that
the Company and its Subsidiaries may become obligated to pay upon the maturity of, or pursuant
to any mandatory redemption provisions of, such Disqualified Stock, exclusive of accrued
dividends.

“Documents”: all “documents” as defined in applicable Personal Property
Security Legislation.

“Dollars” and “$”: lawful currency of the United States of America.

“Domestic Subsidiary”: any Subsidiary of the Company organized under the laws
of any jurisdiction within the United States of America.

“Environmental Law”: all applicable United States, Canadian and other
applicable jurisdictions’ federal, state, provincial, municipal, local and other foreign laws,
statutes, regulations, rules and ordinances and any policies, guidelines, protocols and standards
issued, promulgated or approved thereunder, but only to the extent that any of the foregoing have
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the force of law, and all common laws, in each case now or hereafter in effect which relate to the
environment (including, without limitation, plants, animals or other living thing, indoor and
outdoor air, surface water, ground water, sediment, land surface or subsurface strata), including,
without limitation, such laws, statutes, regulations, rules, ordinances, policies, guidelines,
protocols, standards and common laws with respect to: (a) greenhouse gases, asbestos, asbestos
containing material, exposure to asbestos or asbestos containing materials; (b) regulation,
pollution, contamination, control or protection of the environment; (c) protection of public
health; (d) emissions, discharges, releases or threatened releases of any Hazardous Substance
into the environment; (e) the presence of any Hazardous Substances in the environment; (f) the
manufacture, processing, distribution, use, generation, treatment, storage, disposal, transport,
handling, import or export of any Hazardous Substance; (g) any condition which could give rise
to liability with respect to the environment; and (h) underground or aboveground storage tanks
and related piping, or emissions, discharges and releases or threatened releases of Hazardous
Substances therefrom.

“Environmental Permits”: any and all permits, licenses, approvals, notifications,
certifications, registrations, exemptions and other authorizations required under any applicable
Environmental Law.

“ERISA”: the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as amended
from time to time.

“Eurocurrency Reserve Requirements™: for any day, the aggregate (without
duplication) of the maximum rates (expressed as a decimal fraction) of reserve requirements in
effect on such day (including, without limitation, basic, supplemental, marginal and emergency
reserves) under any regulations of the Board or other Governmental Authority having
jurisdiction with respect thereto dealing with reserve requirements prescribed for eurocurrency
funding (currently referred to as “Eurocurrency Liabilities” in Regulation D of the Board)
maintained by a member bank of the Federal Reserve System.

“Eurodollar Base Rate”: with respect to each day during each Interest Period the
greater of (a) the rate per annum determined on the basis of the rate for deposits in Dollars for a
period equal to such Interest Period commencing on the first day of such Interest Period by
reference to the British Bankers’ Association Interest Settlement Rates for deposits in Dollars (as
set forth by the Bloomberg Information Service or any successor thereto or any other service
selected by the Administrative Agent which has been nominated by the British Bankers’
Association as an authorized information vendor for the purpose of displaying such rates) as of
11:00 A.M., London time, two Business Days prior to the beginning of such Interest Period and
(b) 2.00%. In the event that such rate is not ascertainable pursuant to the foregoing provisions of
this definition, the “Eurodollar Base Rate” for purposes of this definition shall be determined by
reference to such other comparable publicly available service for displaying eurodollar rates as
may be selected by the Administrative Agent.

“Eurodollar Loans”: Loans for which the applicable rate of interest is based upon
the Eurodollar Rate.
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“Eurodollar Rate”: with respect to each day during each Interest Period, a rate per
annum determined for such day in accordance with the following formula (rounded upward to
the nearest 1/100th of 1%):

Eurodollar Base Rate
1.00 - Eurocurrency Reserve Requirements

“Eurodollar Tranche”: the collective reference to Eurodollar Loans for the then
current Interest Periods with respect to all of which begin on the same date and end on the same
later date (whether or not such Loans shall originally have been made on the same day).

“Event of Default”: any of the events specified in Section 7, provided that any
requirement for the giving of notice, the lapse of time, or both, has been satisfied.
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Exchange Act”: the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.

“Excluded Non US Subsidiary”: for so long as the Company is considered a
Person subject to United States federal net income tax for purposes of United States federal tax
law (or a disregarded entity (the “Pass-through Entity”’) owned by a single U.S. taxpayer directly
or indirectly through one or more Pass-through Entities), (i) any Non-US Subsidiary (other than
Papier Masson, 3120772, Stadacona GP and Stadacona) in respect of which either (a) the pledge
of all of the assets of such Subsidiary as Collateral for the Borrowers’ Obligations or (b) the
guaranteeing by such Subsidiary of the Borrowers’ Obligations, would, in the good faith
judgment of the Company, result in material taxes payable by any Company Group Member (or
by any of the Company’s direct or indirect equity-holders) or (ii) any direct or indirect U.S.
subsidiary of any such Non-US Subsidiary. As of the Closing Date each of Soucy 1, Soucy 2,
Soucy GP, Black Spruce and Arrimage is an Excluded Non US Subsidiary.

“Excluded Taxes”: as defined in Section 2.14(a).

“Extensions of Credit”: as to any Lender at any time and as the context may
require, (a) the aggregate principal amount of all Loans made by such Lender then outstanding or
(b) the making of any Loan by such Lender.

“Facility Availability”: at any time, the lesser of: (a) the difference of (i) the total
Commitments outstanding hereunder at such time minus (ii) the Aggregate Reserve Amount at
such time and (b) the aggregate amount of disbursements set forth in the Approved Budget in
effect at such time for the period commencing with the Closing Date and ending with the
applicable week during which Facility Availability is being calculated.

“Fair Market Value”: the value that would be paid by a willing buyer to an
unaffiliated willing seller in a transaction not involving distress or necessity of either party. The
Fair Market Value of any Property that is required to be valued hereunder will, if the Fair Market
Value exceeds $4,000,000, be determined in good faith by the Board of Directors of the
Company.

“Federal Funds Effective Rate: for any day, the weighted average of the rates on
overnight federal funds transactions with members of the Federal Reserve System arranged by
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federal funds brokers, as published on the next succeeding Business Day by the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York, or, if such rate is not so published for any day which is a Business Day, the
average of the quotations for the day of such transactions received by the Administrative Agent
from three federal funds brokers of recognized standing selected by it.

“F.F. Soucy, Inc.”: F.F. Soucy, Inc., a corporation organized under the laws of

Québec.

“Final Order”: collectively, the order of the Bankruptcy Court entered in the
Chapter 11 Case after a final hearing under Bankruptcy Rule 4001(c)(2) or such other procedures
as approved by the Bankruptcy Court, which order shall be substantially in the form and
substance of the Interim Order and shall otherwise be satisfactory in form and substance to the
Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Lead Arrangers in their respective sole
discretion, and the CCAA Initial Order (and related recognition orders entered by the Bankruptcy
Court in the Chapter 15 Cases), in each case from which no appeal or motion to reconsider,
amend or vary has been filed and such orders are not in any respect subject of a stay pending
appeal, together with all extensions, modifications, amendments or supplements thereto, in form
and substance satisfactory to the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Lead
Arrangers in their respective sole discretion, which, among other matters but not by way of
limitation, authorizes the Loan Parties to execute and perform under the terms of this Agreement
and the other Loan Documents, to obtain credit, incur (or guaranty) the Obligations, and grant
the Liens described under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents.

“Final Status Date”: the first Business Day on which both (i) the Bankruptcy
Court has entered the Final Order and (ii) the CCAA Initial Order has become final and, in each
case, which orders are in full force and effect and from which no appeal or motion to reconsider,
amend or vary has been filed and such orders are not in any respect subject of a stay pending
appeal.

“Financing Statement”: any “financing statement” (as defined in the UCC), any
“application for registration,” any “notice of intention” and any other document or instrument
serving similar purpose under applicable Personal Property Security Legislation.

“First Day Orders”: the “first day” orders set forth on Schedule 1.1(a), which shall
be in form and substance satisfactory to the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent, and
the Lead Arrangers.

33

Funding Office™: the office specified from time to time by the Administrative
Agent as its funding office by notice to the Company and the Lenders.

“GAAP”: generally accepted accounting principles in the United States of
America.

“Governmental Authority”: any nation or government, any state, province,
territory or other political subdivision thereof and any entity exercising executive, legislative,
judicial, regulatory or administrative functions of or pertaining to government.

13

Group Member”: each of Holdings and each of its Subsidiaries.
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“Guarantee”: as defined in Section 5.9(a)(ii).

“Guarantee Obligation”: with respect to any Person (the “Guaranteeing Person”),
any obligation of (a) the Guaranteeing Person or (b) another Person (including, without
limitation, any bank under any letter of credit), if to induce the creation of which the
guaranteeing person has issued a reimbursement, counterindemnity or similar obligation, in
either case guaranteeing or in effect guaranteeing any Indebtedness, leases, dividends or other
obligations (the “primary obligations”) of any other third Person (the “primary obligor”) in any
manner, whether directly or indirectly, including, without limitation, any obligation of the
Guaranteeing Person, whether or not contingent, (i) to purchase any such primary obligation or
any Property constituting direct or indirect security therefor, (ii) to advance or supply funds
(1) for the purchase or payment of any such primary obligation or (2) to maintain working capital
or equity capital of the primary obligor or otherwise to maintain the net worth or solvency of the
primary obligor, (iii) to purchase Property, securities or services primarily for the purpose of
assuring the owner of any such primary obligation of the ability of the primary obligor to make
payment of such primary obligation or (iv) otherwise to assure or hold harmless the owner of any
such primary obligation against loss in respect thereof; provided, however, that the term
Guarantee Obligation shall not include endorsements of instruments for deposit or collection in
the ordinary course of business. The amount of any Guarantee Obligation of any guaranteeing
person shall be deemed to be the lower of (a) an amount equal to the stated or determinable
amount of the primary obligation in respect of which such Guarantee Obligation is made and
(b) the maximum amount for which such guaranteeing person may be liable pursuant to the
terms of the instrument embodying such Guarantee Obligation, unless such primary obligation
and the maximum amount for which such guaranteeing person may be liable are not stated or
determinable, in which case the amount of such Guarantee Obligation shall be such guaranteeing
person’s maximum reasonably anticipated liability in respect thereof as determined by the
Company in good faith.

“Guaranteeing Person”: as defined in the definition of Guarantee Obligation.

“Guaranteeing Subsidiary”: any Subsidiary of the Company that has directly
guaranteed all of the Borrowers’ Obligations pursuant to the applicable Security Documents.

“Guarantees™: collectively, (a) the guarantee of Stadacona GP in favor of the
beneficiaries named therein, dated as of the Closing Date, (b) the guarantee of Soucy 1 in favor
of the holder of the Soucy Intercompany Note, dated as of the Closing Date, (c) the guarantee of
Soucy GP in favor of the holder of the Soucy Intercompany Note, dated as of the Closing Date,
(d) the guarantee of Arrimage in favor of the holder of the Soucy Intercompany Note, dated as of
the Closing Date, (e) the guarantee of 3120772 in favor of the beneficiaries named therein, dated
as of the Closing Date, (f) the guarantee of Holdings in favor of the beneficiaries named therein,
dated as of the Closing Date, (g) each guarantee given by each Guarantor created or acquired
after the Closing Date, pursuant to Section 5.9, and (h)any other guarantee given by any
Guarantor in favor of the beneficiaries named therein, in the case of each of clauses (a) — (h), as
any such guarantee is amended, supplemented, replaced or otherwise modified from time to time.
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“Guarantor”: Holdings, the Company and, subject to Section 2.23, each
Subsidiary of the Company other than any Excluded Non US Subsidiary or any Immaterial
Subsidiary.

“Hazardous Substance”: any substance, waste, liquid, gaseous or solid matter,
pollutant, contaminant or chemical (including petroleum, crude oil or any fraction thereof) which
is regulated by or can give rise to liability under Environmental Law.

“Hedge Agreements”: all interest rate or currency swaps, caps or collar
agreements, foreign exchange agreements, commodity contracts or similar arrangements entered
into by any Company Group Member providing for protection against fluctuations in interest
rates, currency exchange rates, commodity prices or the exchange of nominal interest
obligations, either generally or under specific contingencies.

13

Holdings”: White Birch Paper Holding Company, an unlimited liability
company organized under the laws of Nova Scotia.

13

Hypothecs™: as defined in Section 8.1(b).

“Immaterial Subsidiary”: each of F.F. Soucy, Inc., Stadacona Amalco, Stadacona
(US) Sales Corp., 3098583 Nova Scotia Company and Black Spruce.

“Indebtedness™: of any Person at any date, without duplication, (a) all
indebtedness of such Person for borrowed money, (b) all obligations of such Person for the
deferred purchase price of Property or services (other than trade payables incurred in the
ordinary course of such Person’s business), (c) all obligations of such Person evidenced by notes,
debentures or other similar instruments, (d) all indebtedness created or arising under any
conditional sale or other title retention agreement with respect to Property acquired by such
Person (even though the rights and remedies of the seller or lender under such agreement in the
event of default are limited to repossession or sale of such Property), (e) all Capital Lease
Obligations or Synthetic Lease Obligations of such Person, (f) all obligations of such Person,
contingent or otherwise, as an account party or applicant under acceptance, letter of credit, surety
bonds (except unmatured reimbursement obligations in respect of surety bonds obtained in the
ordinary course of business to secure the performance of obligations that are not Indebtedness
pursuant to another clause of this definition) or similar facilities, (g) all Disqualified Stock of
such Person, (h) all Guarantee Obligations of such Person in respect of obligations of the kind
referred to in clauses (a) through (g) above, (i) all obligations of the kind referred to in clauses
(a) through (h) above secured by (or for which the holder of such obligation has an existing right,
contingent or otherwise, to be secured by) any Lien on Property (including, without limitation,
accounts and contract rights) owned by such Person, whether or not such Person has assumed or
become liable for the payment of such obligation but limited to the lesser of the amount of such
obligation secured by such Lien and the Fair Market Value of such Property and (1) for the
purposes of Section 7(e) only, all obligations of such Person in respect of Hedge Agreements.

“Indemnified Liabilities”: as defined in Section 9.4.

“Indemnitee”: as defined in Section 9.4.
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“Initial Approved Budget”: the budget attached hereto as Schedule 1.1(b).

“Insolvency”: with respect to any Multiemployer Plan, the condition that such
Plan is insolvent within the meaning of Section 4245 of ERISA.

“Insolvent”: pertaining to a condition of Insolvency.

“Intellectual Property”: the collective reference to all intellectual property,
whether arising under United States of America, Canada, state, provincial, territorial,
multinational or foreign laws or otherwise, including, without limitation, copyrights, copyright
licenses, patents, patent licenses, trademarks, trademark licenses, service-marks, know-how and
processes, formulas, trade secrets, and all rights to sue at law or in equity for any infringement or
other impairment thereof, including the right to receive all proceeds and damages therefrom.

“Intercompany Note”: the Soucy Intercompany Note and each intercompany note
in the form of Exhibit K entered into as permitted under Section 6.2(b) hereof.

“Interest Payment Date”: (a) as to any Base Rate Loan, the last Business Day of
each month while such Loan is outstanding and the final maturity date of such Loan, (b) as to
any Eurodollar Loan, the last day of the Interest Period applicable to such Loan and (c) as to any
Loan, the date of any repayment or prepayment made in respect thereof.

“Interest Period”: as to any Eurodollar Loan, (a) initially, the period commencing
on the borrowing date with respect to such Eurodollar Loan and ending one month thereafter;
and (b) thereafter, each period commencing on the last day of the next preceding Interest Period
applicable to such Loan and ending one month thereafter; provided that:

) if any Interest Period would otherwise end on a day that is not a
Business Day, such Interest Period shall be extended to the next succeeding
Business Day unless the result of such extension would be to carry such Interest
Period into another calendar month in which event such Interest Period shall end
on the immediately preceding Business Day; and

(i)  any Interest Period that begins on the last Business Day of a
calendar month (or on a day for which there is no numerically corresponding day
in the calendar month at the end of such Interest Period) shall end on the last
Business Day of the calendar month at the end of such Interest Period.

“Interim Date Commitment”: with respect to each Lender, the commitment of
such Lender to make Interim Date Loans hereunder as set forth on Schedule 2.1, or in the
Assignment and Acceptance pursuant to which such Lender assumed its Interim Date
Commitment, as applicable, as the same may be (a) reduced from time to time pursuant to
Section 2.1 or Section 2.5 and (b) reduced or increased from time to time pursuant to
assignments by or to such Lender pursuant to Section 9.5. The total amount of the Interim Date
Commitments is §[ ]

“Interim Date Loans”: as defined in Section 2.1.
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“Interim Date Loan Termination Date”: the earliest to occur of (i) the date the
Interim Date Commitments are permanently reduced to zero pursuant to Section 2.1 or Section
2.5, (ii) the Final Status Date and (iii) the date that is 35 days after the date of entry of the
Interim Order.

“Interim Funding Amount”: the lesser of (a) $[104,000,000] and (b) the maximum
amount approved by the Bankruptcy Court in the Interim Order and the Canadian Court in the
CCAA Initial Order to be made available to the Borrowers prior to the Final Status Date as part
of the DIP Facility.

“Interim Order”: collectively, the order of the Bankruptcy Court entered in the
Chapter 11 Case after an interim hearing (assuming satisfaction of the standards prescribed in
Section 364 of the Bankruptcy Code and Bankruptcy Rule 4001 and other applicable law)
substantially in the form of Exhibit D or otherwise acceptable to the Lead Arrangers, and with
respect to the CCAA Initial Order, the related recognition orders entered by the Bankruptcy
Court in the Chapter 15 Cases, together with all extensions, modifications, amendments and
supplements of such orders, in each case in form and substance to the Administrative Agent, the
Syndication Agent and the Lead Arrangers in their respective sole discretion, which, among
other matters but not by way of limitation, authorizes the Loan Parties to execute and perform
under the terms of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents, to obtain credit, incur (or
guaranty) the Obligations, and grant the Liens described under this Agreement and the other
Loan Documents.

“Inventory”: any “inventory” (as that term is defined in the UCC).

“Investments”: as defined in Section 6.8.

“Joinder Agreement”: an agreement substantially in the form of Exhibit M.

“Judgment Conversion Date”: as defined in Section 9.19(a).

“Judgment Currency”: as defined in Section 9.19(a).

13

Lead Arrangers™: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Lender Addendum”: with respect to any Lender a Lender Addendum,
substantially in the form of Exhibit I, as was or is to be executed and delivered by such Lender
on the Closing Date, as provided in Section 9.17 of this Agreement.

“Lenders” or “DIP Lenders™: (a) the persons that deliver a Lender Addendum, (b)
any person who becomes a party hereto pursuant to a Joinder Agreement, and (c) any person that
has become a party hereto pursuant to an Assignment and Acceptance, in each case other than
any such person that has ceased to be a party hereto pursuant to an Assignment and Acceptance.

“Lien”: any mortgage, pledge, hypothecation, hypothec, encumbrance, Prior
Claim, deemed trust, lien (statutory or other), charge or other security interest or any security
agreement with respect to Property (including, without limitation, any conditional sale or other

19
NY\1620408.3



title retention agreement and any capital lease having substantially the same economic effect as
any of the foregoing).

13

Liquidity”: at any time, the sum of (a) all unrestricted cash and Cash
Equivalents on the balance sheet of the Company and its Subsidiaries at such time plus (b)
Covenant Availability at such time.

“Loan Documents™: this Agreement (including any amendments, consents or
waivers with respect thereto), each Guarantee, the Security Documents, the Notes and the
Applicable Orders.

“Loan Parties”: Holdings, the Company and each Subsidiary of the Company that
is a party to a Loan Document.

“Loans” or “DIP Loans”: the collective reference to Interim Date Loans and
Delayed Draw Loans.

“Majority Lenders”: at any time, Lenders having Loans representing a majority
of the aggregate principal amount of the total Loans then outstanding (or, if the Loans shall not
yet have been made, Lenders having Commitments representing more than 50% of the aggregate
principal amount of the total Commitments outstanding at such time).

“Management Agreement”: that certain Management and Administrative
Services Agreement as in existence on the Petition Date, by and between Brant Industries, Inc.
and the Company.

“Management Fee”: as defined in the Management Agreement as in effect on the
Petition Date.

“Material Adverse Effect”: other than the events leading up to the filing of the
Cases that have been disclosed to the Lenders or their Affiliates prior to the Closing Date and the
filing of the Cases, which shall be deemed not to constitute or give rise to a Material Adverse
Effect, a material adverse effect on (a) the business, assets, liabilities, or operating results or
business prospects of the Company and its Subsidiaries considered on a consolidated basis, or on
the ability of the Company and the Guarantors, taken as a whole, to perform any of their
obligations under this Agreement or any other Loan Document, (b) the validity or enforceability
of this Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents, the Liens granted thereunder, or any
other rights or remedies of the Agents or the Lenders hereunder or thereunder or (c) the value of
the Collateral.

“Material Agreement”: each of the agreements set forth on Schedule 1.1(c).

“Material Environmental Amount”: an amount or amounts payable by the
Company Group Members in excess of $10,000,000 for: (a) costs to comply with any
Environmental Law; (b) costs of any investigation, remediation or other activity pursuant to any
Environmental Law; and (c) compensatory damages (including, without limitation, damages to
natural resources), punitive damages, fines, and penalties pursuant to any Environmental Law.
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13

Maturity Date™: the earliest to occur of any of the following: (a) the date on
which all the Obligations (other than contingent indemnification obligations for which no claim,
assertion of liability or demand for payment has been asserted) have been indefeasibly repaid in
full in cash and all of the Commitments have been permanently and irrevocably terminated, (b)
the date of the closing of a sale of all or substantially all of any Loan Party’s assets pursuant to
Section 363 of the Bankruptcy Code and Section 36 of the CCAA, whether done pursuant to one
transaction or a series of transactions, (c) with respect to any Loan Party, the implementation
date of a sanctioned plan of compromise or arrangement under the CCAA and the effective date
of a confirmed plan of reorganization or liquidation pursuant to Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy
Code, (d) with respect to any US Case, the date of filing of a case under Chapter 7 of the
Bankruptcy Code, conversion of any US Case to a case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code,
or with respect to the CCAA Cases, the filing of an assignment in bankruptcy or the making of a
bankruptcy order, or the date of liquidation or receivership proceedings are initiated in Canada,
(e) the date of dismissal or termination of any of the Cases, (f) the date of termination of all of
the Commitments and/or acceleration of any outstanding Extensions of Credit, in either case
following the occurrence and during the continuance of an Event of Default, (g) five (5) Business
Days following the Petition Date if either the Interim Order or CCAA Initial Order has not been
entered by the Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court, respectively, by such date, (h) thirty-five
(35) days following the Petition Date if either the Final Order has not been entered by the
Bankruptcy Court or the CCAA Initial Order has not become final by such date and (i)
November [ ], 2010[; provided, however, that notwithstanding the foregoing and anything to
the contrary set forth in Section 9.1, such date set forth in clause (i) above may be extended by
[three (3)] calendar months with the approval of the Administrative Agent, the Syndication
Agent and the Majority Lenders, in each case in their sole discretion.]

“Monitor”: Ernst & Young, Inc. or its successor.

9499,

“Moody’s”: Moody’s Investors Service, Inc., together with its successors.

“Mortgaged Properties”: the owned real properties as listed on Schedule 4.22, as
to which the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit
of the Secured Parties, has been granted a Lien pursuant to the Mortgages or any Applicable
Order.

13

Mortgages™: each of the mortgages, deeds of hypothecs and deeds of trust made
by any Loan Party in favor of, or for the benefit of, the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian
Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, each in form and substance
as the Syndication Agent and Administrative Agent shall reasonably approve, as the same may
be amended, supplemented, replaced or otherwise modified from time to time in accordance with
the terms hereof.

“Multiemployer Plan”: a Plan that is a multiemployer plan as defined in Section
4001(a)(3) of ERISA to which the Company or a Commonly Controlled Entity is making or has
an obligation to make contributions, or has within any of the preceding five plan years made or
had an obligation to make contributions.

21
NY\1620408.3



“Net Cash Proceeds™: in connection with any Asset Sale or any Recovery Event,
the proceeds thereof in the form of cash and Cash Equivalents (including any such proceeds
received by way of deferred payment of principal pursuant to a note or installment receivable or
purchase price adjustment receivable or otherwise, but only as and when received), net of
reasonable and customary attorneys’ fees, accountants’ fees, investment banking fees, amounts
required to be applied to the repayment of Indebtedness (including any premium payable in
connection therewith) secured by a Lien expressly permitted hereunder on any asset which is the
subject of such Asset Sale or Recovery Event (other than any Lien pursuant to a Security
Document), and other reasonable and customary fees and expenses actually incurred in
connection therewith and net of taxes paid or reasonably estimated to be payable as a result
thereof (after taking into account any available tax credits or deductions and any tax sharing
arrangements) and, solely in connection with any such Asset Sale, any reserves in accordance
with GAAP with respect to any adjustments to the sales prices of such assets or established with
respect to any liabilities (including indemnities) potentially arising in connection with such sale;
provided, that any such reserved amount shall become Net Cash Proceeds to the extent and at the
time no longer required to be so reserved.

“Non-Consenting Lender”: as defined in Section 9.1(b).

“Non-Excluded Taxes™: as defined in Section 2.14(a).

“Non-US Lender”: as defined in Section 2.14(f).

“Non-US Subsidiary”: any Subsidiary of the Company that is not a Domestic

Subsidiary.
“Note”: as defined in Section 2.3(e).

“Nova Scotia Company”: 3098580 Nova Scotia Company, a Nova Scotia

corporation.

“Obligation Currency”: as defined in Section 9.19(a).

13

Obligations™: the unpaid principal of and interest on (including, without
limitation, interest accruing after the maturity of the Loans and interest accruing after the filing
of any petition in bankruptcy, or the commencement of any insolvency, reorganization or like
proceeding, relating to the Loan Parties, whether or not a claim for post-filing or post-petition
interest is allowed in such proceeding) the Loans and all other obligations and liabilities of the
Loan Parties to the Secured Parties, whether direct or indirect, absolute or contingent, due or to
become due, or now existing or hereafter incurred, which may arise under, out of, or in
connection with, this Agreement, any other Loan Document, or any other document made,
delivered or given in connection herewith or therewith, whether on account of principal, interest,
reimbursement obligations, fees, indemnities, costs, expenses (including, without limitation, all
fees, charges and disbursements of counsel and other advisors and professionals to the Lead
Arrangers, to the Agents or to any Lender that are required to be paid by the Borrowers pursuant
hereto or thereto) or otherwise.
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“Other Taxes”: any and all present or future stamp or documentary taxes or any
other excise or property taxes, charges or similar levies arising from any payment made
hereunder or from the execution, delivery or enforcement of, or otherwise with respect to, this
Agreement or any other Loan Document.

(13

Papier Masson™: as defined in the recitals hereto.

13

Participant”: as defined in Section 9.5(b).

13

Payment Office”: the office specified from time to time by the Administrative
Agent as its payment office by notice to the Company and the Lenders.

“PBGC”: the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation established pursuant to
Subtitle A of Title IV of ERISA (or any successor).

“Pension Plan Termination Event”: an event which would entitle a Person
(without the consent of any Company Group Member) to wind-up or terminate a Canadian
Pension Plan in full or in part, or the institution of any steps by any Person to withdraw from,
terminate participation in, wind-up or order the termination or wind-up of, in full or in part, any
Canadian Pension Plan, or the receipt by any Company Group Member of material
correspondence from a Governmental Authority relating to a potential or actual, partial or full,
termination or wind-up of any Canadian Pension Plan, or an event respecting any Canadian
Pension Plan which would result in the revocation of the registration of any such Canadian
Pension Plan or which could otherwise reasonably be expected to adversely affect the tax status
of any such Canadian Pension Plan.

“Pension Plan Unfunded Liability”: an unfunded liability in respect of any
Canadian Pension Plan, including a going concern unfunded liability, a solvency deficiency or
wind-up deficiency.

“Perfection Certificate”: each perfection certificate delivered to the
Administrative Agent by the Loan Parties on the Closing Date.

“Permits™: the collective reference to any and all franchises, licenses, leases,
permits, approvals, notifications, certifications, registrations, authorizations, exemptions,
qualifications, easements, and rights of way, excluding Environmental Permits.

“Permitted Liens”: the collective reference to Liens permitted by Section 6.3.

“Permitted Tax Distributions™: so long as the Company is treated as a partnership
or disregarded entity for the relevant tax purposes the payment of dividends or other distributions
to any direct or indirect parent company of the Company in amounts required and due within 30
days thereafter for such parent company or its direct or indirect shareholders to pay federal,
provincial, state or local taxes (as the case may be) imposed directly on such parent company or
its direct or indirect shareholders, assuming that such taxes are payable at the highest applicable
combined federal, provincial, state and local rates (as the case may be), to the extent such taxes
are attributable to the income of the Company and its Subsidiaries (that are treated as a
partnership or a disregarded entity), after taking into account any applicable deductions or credits
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that may be claimed in the taxable year in respect of which the dividend or distribution is made
and that are attributable to the taxes paid or expenses incurred by the Company or any of its
Subsidiaries (including, without limitation, by virtue of such parent company being the common
parent of a consolidated or combined tax group of which the Company and its Subsidiaries are
members) without giving effect to any other attributes of income, loss, deduction or credit not
attributable to the Company and its Subsidiaries.

“Person”: an individual, partnership, corporation, limited liability company,
business trust, joint stock company, trust, unincorporated association, joint venture,
Governmental Authority or other entity of whatever nature.

“Personal Property Security Legislation™: all applicable personal property
security legislation as all such legislation now exists or may from time to time hereafter be
amended, modified, recodified, supplemented or replaced, together with all rules and regulations
thereunder or related thereto, including without limitation, the UCC, the Civil Code of Québec,
the Bank Act (Canada) and the Personal Property Security Acts of Ontario and Nova Scotia.

“Petition Date”: has the meaning given to that term in the recitals hereto and, as
the context may require, collectively with the CCAA Filing Date, shall be referred to as the
“Petition Date”.

“Plan”: at a particular time, any employee benefit plan as defined in Section 3(3)
of ERISA and in respect of which the Company or a Commonly Controlled Entity is (or, if such
plan were terminated at such time, would under Section 4069 of ERISA be deemed to be) an
“employer” as defined in Section 3(5) of ERISA, but excluding, for greater certainty, Canadian
Benefit Plans and Canadian Pension Plans.

“Postpetition”: the time period beginning immediately upon the Petition Date.
“Prepetition”: the time period ending immediately prior to the Petition Date.

“Prepetition Indebtedness™: all Indebtedness of any of the Loan Parties
outstanding immediately prior to the Petition Date.

“Prepetition Intercreditor Agreement”: that certain Second Amended and Restated
Intercreditor Agreement, dated as of May 8, 2007, as amended, restated, replaced, supplemented
or otherwise modified from time to time, with respect to the Prepetition Senior Obligations and
Prepetition Junior Obligations.

“Prepetition Junior Agent”: the administrative agent and other agents under the
Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement”: that certain $100,000,000 Second
Amended and Restated Second Lien Term Loan Credit Agreement, dated as of April 8, 2005, as
amended and restated as of January 27, 2006 and as amended and restated as of May 8, 2007, as
amended, restated, replaced, supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time, among
certain Borrowers, the other Loan Parties signatory thereto and the lenders from time to time
signatory thereto.
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“Prepetition Junior Lenders”: the lenders under the Prepetition Junior Credit
Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Junior Loan Documents”: that certain Prepetition Junior Credit
Agreement, together with all other “Loan Documents” (as such term is defined in such
Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement), each as amended, restated, replaced, refinanced,
supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time.

“Prepetition Junior Obligations™: the “Obligations” as such term is defined in the
Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement and any and all other Indebtedness outstanding from time to
time under the Prepetition Junior Loan Documents.

“Prepetition Revolving Agent”: the administrative agent and other agents under
the Prepetition Revolving Credit Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Revolving Credit Agreement”: that certain $100,000,000 Second
Amended and Restated Revolving Credit Agreement, dated as of February 26, 2008, among the
Company, the other borrowers named therein, the lenders from time to time party thereto and
General Electric Capital Corporation, as administrative agent, as amended, supplemented or
otherwise modified or replaced from time to time.

“Prepetition Revolving Lenders”: the lenders under the Prepetition Revolving
Credit Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Revolving Loan Documents™: that certain Prepetition Revolving
Credit Agreement, together with all other “Loan Documents” (as such term is defined in such
Prepetition Revolving Credit Agreement), each as amended, restated, replaced, refinanced,
supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time.

“Prepetition Revolving Obligations™: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“Prepetition Senior Agent”: the administrative agent and other agents under the
Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement”: that certain Second Amended And
Restated First Lien Term Loan Credit Agreement, dated as of April 8, 2005, as amended and
restated as of January 27, 2006, and as further amended and restated as of May 8, 2007, as
amended, restated, replaced, supplemented or otherwise modified from time to time, among
certain Borrowers, the other Loan Parties signatory thereto, Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch, as
administrative agent, and the lenders from time to time signatory thereto.

“Prepetition Senior Lenders”: the lenders under the Prepetition Senior Credit
Agreement (in their capacities as such).

“Prepetition Senior Loan Documents”: the Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement,
together with all other “Loan Documents” (as such term is defined in such Prepetition Senior
Credit Agreement), each as amended, restated, replaced, refinanced, supplemented or otherwise
modified from time to time.
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“Prepetition Senior Obligations”: the “Obligations” as such term is defined in the
Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement and any and all other Indebtedness outstanding from time to
time under the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents.

“Prime Rate”: as defined in definition of Base Rate.

“Prior Claims™: all Liens created by applicable law (in contrast with Liens
voluntarily granted) that rank or are capable of ranking prior to or pari passu with any of the
Administrative Agent’s security interests, hypothecs, pledges or other Liens for the benefit of the
Secured Parties against all or part of the Collateral, including for amounts owing for employee
source deductions, goods and services taxes, sales taxes, harmonized sales taxes, municipal
taxes, workers’ compensation, pension fund obligations and overdue rents.

“Prior Senior Lien”: any valid, enforceable, and non-avoidable Lien that was
perfected prior to the Petition Date (or perfected on or after the Petition Date to the extent
permitted by Section 546(b) of the Bankruptcy Code), which is not subject to avoidance,
reduction, disallowance, impairment or subordination pursuant to the Bankruptcy Code or
applicable non-bankruptcy law and which is senior in priority to the Liens of the Prepetition
Senior Agent and Prepetition Senior Lenders under applicable law and after giving effect to any
subordination or inter-creditor agreements; provided that this definition shall exclude the Liens:
(x) of both the Prepetition Senior Agent and the Prepetition Senior Lenders arising under the
Prepetition Senior Loan Documents and (y) of both the Prepetition Junior Agent and the
Prepetition Junior Lenders arising under the Prepetition Junior Loan Documents, which Liens
shall be subordinate to the Liens securing the Obligations as provided in this Agreement and the
Applicable Orders.

“Projections’: as defined in Section 5.2(c).

13

Property”: any right or interest in or to property of any kind whatsoever,
whether real (or immovable), personal (or moveable) or mixed and whether tangible (corporeal)
or intangible (incorporeal), including, without limitation, Capital Stock.

“rate of exchange”: as defined in Section 9.19(b).

“Recovery Event”: any settlement of or payment in respect of any Property or
casualty insurance claim or any condemnation proceeding relating to any asset of any Company
Group Member.
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Register”: as defined in Section 9.5(d).

13

Regulation U”: Regulation U of the Board as in effect from time to time.

(13

Regulation X”: Regulation X of the Board as in effect from time to time.

“Related Fund”: with respect to any Lender, any fund that (x) invests in
commercial loans and (y) is managed or advised by the same investment advisor as such Lender,
by such Lender or an Affiliate of such Lender.
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“Reorganization”: with respect to any Multiemployer Plan, the condition that
such plan is in reorganization within the meaning of Section 4241 of ERISA.

“Reportable Event”: any of the events set forth in Section 4043(c) of ERISA,
other than those events as to which the thirty day notice period is waived under PBGC Reg.
§ 4043.

“Requirement of Law™: as to any Person, any law, treaty, rule or regulation or
determination of an arbitrator or a court or other Governmental Authority, in each case
applicable to or binding upon such Person or any of its Property or to which such Person or any
of its Property is subject.

“Responsible Officer”: as to any Person, the chief executive officer, president or
chief financial officer of such Person, but in any event, with respect to financial matters, the
chief financial officer, vice president of finance or treasurer of such Person. Unless otherwise
qualified, all references to a “Responsible Officer” shall refer to a Responsible Officer of the
Company.

“Restricted Payments”: as defined in Section 6.6.

“Revolving LLoan Collateral”: as defined in the Prepetition Senior Credit

Agreement.

“S&P”: Standard & Poor’s, a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc.,
together with its successors.

“SEC”: the Securities and Exchange Commission of the United States of
America (or successors thereto or an analogous Governmental Authority).

“Secured Parties™: collectively, the Administrative Agent, the other Agents, each
Lender and each of the other “Secured Parties” as defined in the Security Documents.

“Security Agreements”: collectively, (a) the deeds of hypothecs, debentures, and
debenture pledge agreements between each of the Loan Parties constituted under the laws of
Canada or any province thereof and the Agents or any of them, (b) the security agreements
between each of the Loan Parties constituted under the laws of Canada or any province thereof
and the Agents or any of them, (c) the pledge agreement between the Borrowers and the US
Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as the case may be, (d) the security
agreement between Bear Island and the US Collateral Agent and (e) the security agreements and
related agreements entered into by each Guarantor created or acquired after the Closing Date, as
required hereby, and any other security agreement or related agreement entered into by any Loan
Party in favor of any Agent or Lender, in the case of each of clauses (a) — (e), as any such
agreement or instrument is amended, supplemented, replaced or otherwise modified from time to
time, including, without limitation, the Canadian Security Agreements.

“Security Documents”: the collective reference to the guarantee agreements,
security agreements, debenture pledge agreements, pledge agreements, debentures, hypothecs
and Financing Statements filed in connection with the Soucy Intercompany Note, the Mortgages,
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and all other security documents hereafter delivered to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian
Collateral Agent (including those granted to any Borrower and benefiting the US Collateral
Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent) granting or perfecting a Lien on any Property of any
Person to secure the obligations and liabilities of any Loan Party under any Loan Document, and
including the Applicable Orders, the Guarantees and the Security Agreements.

“Single Employer Plan”: any Plan that is covered by Title IV of ERISA, but
which is not a Multiemployer Plan.

“Solvent”: with respect to any Person, as of any date of determination, (a) the
amount of the “present fair saleable value” of the assets of such Person will, as of such date,
exceed the amount of all “liabilities of such Person, contingent or otherwise”, as of such date, as
such quoted terms are determined in accordance with applicable federal, state and provincial
laws governing determinations of the insolvency of debtors, (b) the present fair saleable value of
the assets of such Person will, as of such date, be greater than the amount that will be required to
pay the liability of such Person on its debts as such debts become absolute and matured, (c) such
Person will not have, as of such date, an unreasonably small amount of capital with which to
conduct its business, (d) such Person will be able to pay its debts as they mature and (e) such
Person is not insolvent within the meaning of any applicable Requirements of Law relating to
bankruptcy, insolvency or creditor’s rights. For purposes of this definition, (i) “debt” means
liability on a “claim”, and (ii) “claim” means any (x) right to payment, whether or not such a
right is reduced to judgment, liquidated, unliquidated, fixed, contingent, matured, unmatured,
disputed, undisputed, legal, equitable, secured or unsecured or (y) right to an equitable remedy
for breach of performance if such breach gives rise to a right to payment, whether or not such
right to an equitable remedy is reduced to judgment, fixed, contingent, matured or unmatured,
disputed, undisputed, secured or unsecured.

“Soucy 1”: F.F. Soucy, Inc. & Partners, Limited Partnership, a limited
partnership organized under the laws of Québec.

“Soucy 2”: F.F. Soucy L.P., a limited partnership organized under the laws of
Québec.

“Soucy Companies™: each of Soucy 1, Soucy 2, Soucy GP and Arrimage and any
Subsidiaries of the foregoing created or acquired after the Closing Date; provided such
Subsidiaries guarantee, and pledge all of their assets to secure, all obligations of Soucy 2 under
the Soucy Intercompany Note.

13

Soucy GP”: F.F. Soucy General Partner Inc., a limited liability company
organization under laws of Nova Scotia.

“Soucy Intercompany Note™: that certain secured Demand Promissory Note,
dated as of the Closing Date, made by Soucy 2 to the Company in the face amount of
$140,000,000, in the form of Exhibit L hereto.

“Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantee™: as defined in Section 5.9(a)(iii).

“Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantor”: as defined in Section 5.9(a)(iii).
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“Stadacona”: Stadacona L.P., a limited partnership organized under the laws of
Québec.

“Stadacona Amalco”: White Birch Paper Inc., a Québec company.

“Stadacona GP”: Stadacona General Partner Inc., a limited liability company
under the laws of Nova Scotia.

“Stores”: display items or packing or shipping materials, raw materials not readily
saleable (excluding for greater certainty usable bunker oil), manufacturing supplies, store
supplies, rotables for fixed assets, work-in-process inventory or replacement parts.

“Subordinated Debt”: Indebtedness of any Borrower or any Guarantor that is by
its terms subordinated in right of payment to the Obligations of such Borrower and/or such
Guarantor, as applicable.

13

Subsidiary”: as to any Person, a corporation, partnership, limited liability
company or other entity of which shares of stock or other ownership interests having ordinary
voting power (other than stock or such other ownership interests having such power only by
reason of the happening of a contingency) to elect a majority of the Board of Directors or other
managers of such corporation, partnership or other entity are at the time owned, or the
management of which is otherwise controlled, directly or indirectly through one or more
intermediaries, or both, by such Person. Unless otherwise qualified, all references to a
“Subsidiary” or to “Subsidiaries” in this Agreement shall refer to a Subsidiary or Subsidiaries of
the Company. Notwithstanding the foregoing, Stadacona shall not be considered a Subsidiary of
Soucy 2, but shall be considered a Subsidiary of the Company. For avoidance of doubt, as of the
Closing Date, each of Soucy 1 and Arrimage is a Subsidiary of Soucy 2.

“Supplemental Approved Budget”: in respect of the Initial Approved Budget,
supplemental or replacement budgets delivered in accordance with Section 5.20 (covering any
time period covered by a prior budget or covering additional time periods) in form and substance
acceptable to the Administrative Agent and the Syndication Agent, which budget shall, among
other things, reflect projected cash receipts, and which budget shall be in substance substantially
similar to the Initial Approved Budget on a weekly basis. It being understood that such budgets
shall permit the Borrowers to pay the Management Fee in accordance with the Management
Agreement and this Agreement.

“Supporting Obligations™: all “supporting obligations” as defined in applicable
Personal Property Security Legislation.

“Syndication Agent”: as defined in the preamble hereto.

“Synthetic Lease Obligations™: all monetary obligations of a Person under (a) a
so-called synthetic, off-balance sheet or tax retention lease, or (b) an agreement for the use or
possession of property creating obligations which do not appear on the balance sheet of such
Person but which, upon the insolvency or bankruptcy of such Person, would be characterized as
indebtedness of such Person (without regard to accounting treatment); it being understood that
obligations in respect of operating leases entered into by any Company Group Member in the
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ordinary course of business which would not, upon the insolvency of a Company Group Member
be characterized as indebtedness of a Company Group Member, shall not constitute “Synthetic
Lease Obligations”.

“Transactions™: collectively, (a) the filing of the Cases, (b) the execution and
delivery of this Agreement, (¢) the borrowing of the Interim Date Loans and establishment of the
Delayed Draw Commitments hereunder and (d) the payment of related costs, fees and expenses.

“Transferee”: as defined in Section 9.14.

(13 2

Type”: asto any Loan, its nature as a Base Rate Loan or a Eurodollar Loan.

“UCC”: the Uniform Commercial Code, as in effect from time to time in any
jurisdiction.

“US Cases”: as defined in the recitals hereto.

“US Collateral Agent”: as defined in the preamble to this Agreement.

“USA Patriot Act”: the USA Patriot Act, Title III of Pub. L. 107-56 (signed into
law October 26, 2001).

“WB Canada”: WB Canada, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company.

“White Birch Partners”: White Birch Partners L.P., a Québec limited partnership.

“Wholly Owned Guarantor”: any Guarantor that is a Wholly Owned Subsidiary
of the Company.

“Wholly Owned Subsidiary”: as to any Person, any other Person all of the
Capital Stock of which (other than directors’ qualifying shares required by law) is owned by
such Person directly and/or through other Wholly Owned Subsidiaries.

1.2 Other Definitional Provisions. Unless otherwise specified therein, all
terms defined in this Agreement shall have the meanings defined herein when used in the other
Loan Documents or any certificate or other document made or delivered pursuant hereto or
thereto.

(b) Asused herein and in the other Loan Documents, and any certificate or
other document made or delivered pursuant hereto or thereto, accounting terms relating to any
Company Group Member not defined in Section 1.1 and accounting terms partly defined in
Section 1.1, to the extent not defined, shall have the respective meanings given to them under
GAAP.

(¢) The words “hereof”, “herein” and “hereunder” and words of similar
import when used in this Agreement shall refer to this Agreement as a whole and not to any
particular provision of this Agreement, and Section, Schedule and Exhibit references are to this
Agreement unless otherwise specified.
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(d) The meanings given to terms defined herein shall be equally applicable to
both the singular and plural forms of such terms.

(e) The expressions “payment in full,” “paid in full” and any other similar
terms or phrases when used herein with respect to the Obligations shall mean the payment in
full, in immediately available funds, of all of the Obligations (other than contingent obligations
that are not yet due).

() Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, all financial statements to
be delivered pursuant to this Agreement shall be prepared in accordance with GAAP as in
effect from time to time and all terms of an accounting or financial nature shall be construed
and interpreted in accordance with GAAP, as in effect on the Closing Date unless otherwise
agreed to by the Company and the Majority Lenders.

SECTION 2. AMOUNT AND TERMS OF COMMITMENTS

2.1 Loan Commitments. Subject to the terms and conditions and relying upon
the representations and warranties herein set forth, each Lender agrees, severally and not jointly,
(a) at any time prior to the Final Status Date, to make loans to the applicable Borrower(s) on and
after the date when both the Interim Order is entered by the Bankruptcy Court and the CCAA
Initial Order is entered by the Canadian Court (or, to the extent the Applicable Order is entered
after 5:00 p.m. (Toronto time), on and after the immediately succeeding Business Day) in an
aggregate principal amount, when combined with all loans made by such Lender pursuant to this
Section 2.1(a), not to exceed its Interim Date Commitment (such loans, individually, an “Interim
Date Loan” and, collectively, the “Interim Date [oans”); provided that the Interim Date Loans
made by all Lenders shall not exceed, in the aggregate, the Interim Funding Amount and no
Interim Date Loans shall be made in excess of the Interim Funding Amount and (b) during the
Delayed Draw Commitment Period, but only on and after the Final Status Date, subject to the
terms and conditions hereof, to make loans (such loans, individually, a “Delayed Draw Loan”
and, collectively, the “Delayed Draw Loans”) to the applicable Borrower(s) in an aggregate
principal amount, when combined with all loans made by such Lender pursuant to this Section
2.1(b), not to exceed such Lender’s Delayed Draw Commitment. Notwithstanding the foregoing,
(a) no Interim Date Loan shall be made if, as a result of the making of such Loan, (i) the
aggregate principal amount of Interim Date Loans made by any Lender under Section 2.1(a)
would exceed such Lender’s Interim Date Loan Commitment hereunder, (ii) the aggregate
principal amount of Interim Date Loans made by all Lenders under Section 2.1(a) would exceed
the aggregate Interim Date Commitments of all Lenders hereunder, (iii) the aggregate principal
amount of Interim Date Loans made by all Lenders under Section 2.1(a), together with the
aggregate principal amount of any Delayed Draw Loans made under Section 2.1(b), would
exceed the Facility Availability, or (iv) the aggregate principal amount of Interim Date Loans
made by all Lenders under Section 2.1(a), together with the aggregate principal amount of any
Delayed Draw Loans made under Section 2.1(b), would exceed Covenant Availability and (b) no
Delayed Draw Loan shall be made if, as a result of the making of such Loan, (i) the aggregate
principal amount of Delayed Draw Loans made by any Lender under this Section 2.1(b) would
exceed such Lender’s Delayed Draw Commitments of all Lenders hereunder, (ii) the aggregate
principal amount of Delayed Draw Loans made by all Lender under this Section 2.1(b) would
exceed the aggregate Delayed Draw Commitments of all Lenders hereunder, (iii) the aggregate
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principal amount of Delayed Draw Loans made by all Lenders under this Section 2.1(b), together
with the aggregate principal amount of any Interim Date Loans made under Section 2.1(a),
would exceed Facility Availability or (iv) the aggregate principal amount of Delayed Draw
Loans made by all Lenders under Section 2.1(b), together with the aggregate principal amount of
any Interim Date Loans made under Section 2.1(A), would exceed Covenant Availability. Once
funded, each Interim Date Loan and each Delayed Draw Loan shall be a “Loan” for all purposes
under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents. Each Lender’s (a) Interim Date
Commitment shall (i) reduce on a dollar-for-dollar basis by the amount of each Interim Date
Loan made hereunder immediately after the borrowing of such Interim Date Loans pursuant to
this Section 2.1(a) and (ii) terminate immediately and without further action on the Interim Date
Loan Termination Date and (b) Delayed Draw Commitment shall (i) reduce on a dollar-for-
dollar basis by the amount of each Delayed Draw Loan made hereunder immediately after the
borrowing of such Delayed Draw Loans pursuant to this Section 2.1(b) and (ii) terminate
immediately and without further action on the Delayed Draw Termination Date. Amounts paid
or prepaid in respect of Loans may not be reborrowed.

2.2 Procedure for Making Loans. The applicable Borrower(s) shall give to the
Administrative Agent a Borrowing Notice (which written notice must be received by the
Administrative Agent prior to 10:00 A.M., Toronto time, ten (10) Business Days (in the case of
Interim Date Loans to be made on the Closing Date, two (2) Business Days) prior to the
anticipated Borrowing Date) of its intention to borrow, specifying (i) the date of such borrowing,
which shall be a Business Day, and (ii) the amount of such borrowing, which shall be in an
aggregate principal amount of $1,000,000 or a whole multiple of $500,000 in excess thereof;
provided, however, that not more than one Borrowing Notice per week may be given by the
Borrowers hereunder. The Loans made by the Lenders shall be, subject to Sections 2.11 and
Section 2.16, Eurodollar Loans with an Interest Period of one month’s duration. A Borrowing
Notice received after 10:00 A.M., Toronto time, shall be deemed received on the next Business
Day. The Administrative Agent shall promptly notify the Lenders of Borrowing Notice and not
later than 12:00 Noon, Toronto time, on the proposed borrowing date, each Lender shall make
available to the Administrative Agent at the Funding Office an amount in immediately available
funds equal to the Loan to be made by such Lender.

2.3 Repayment of Loans; Evidence of Debt. (a) Each Borrower hereby
unconditionally promises to pay on the Maturity Date, whether by acceleration or otherwise, to
the Administrative Agent for the account of the Lenders, the principal amount of the Loans
outstanding on such date. Each Borrower hereby further agrees to pay interest on the unpaid
principal amount of the Loans borrowed by it from time to time until payment in full thereof at
the rate per annum and on the dates, set forth in Section 2.9.

(b) Each Lender shall maintain in accordance with its usual practice an
account or accounts evidencing indebtedness of the Borrower(s) to such Lender resulting from
the Loan of such Lender, including the amounts of principal and interest payable and paid to
such Lender from time to time under this Agreement.

(c) The Administrative Agent, on behalf of the Borrowers shall maintain the
Register pursuant to Section 9.5(d), and a sub-account therein for each Lender, in which shall
be recorded (i) the amount of each Loan made hereunder and any Note evidencing such Loan,
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the Type of such Loan, (ii) the amount of any principal or interest due and payable or to
become due and payable from the Borrowers to each Lender hereunder and (iii) both the
amount of any sum received by the Administrative Agent hereunder from the Borrowers and
each Lender’s share thereof.

(d) The entries made in the Register and the accounts of each Lender
maintained pursuant to Section 2.3(b) shall, to the extent permitted by applicable law, be prima
facie evidence of the existence and amounts of the obligations of the Borrowers therein
recorded; provided, however, that the failure of any Lender or the Administrative Agent to
maintain the Register or any such account, or any error therein, shall not in any manner affect
the obligation of the Borrowers to repay (with applicable interest) the Loans made to the
Borrowers by such Lender in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.

(e) Each Borrower agrees that, upon the request to the Administrative Agent
by any Lender, the Borrowers will promptly execute and deliver to such Lender a promissory
note of the Borrowers, evidencing any Loans of such Lender, substantially in the form of
Exhibit G (a “Note”), with appropriate insertions as to date and principal amount.

2.4 Fees, etc..

(a) Arranger Fees. The Borrowers agree to pay, upon the entry of the
Interim Order and the CCAA Initial Order, to the Administrative Agent, for the account of the
Lead Arrangers (to be allocated among the Lead Arrangers as agreed by them, in their sole
discretion) a fee equal to 2.50% of the aggregate amount of the total Commitments in effect on
the Closing Date ($3,125,000).

(b) Initial Fee. The Borrowers agree to pay, upon the entry of the Interim
Order and the CCAA Initial Order, to the Administrative Agent for the ratable benefit of the
Lenders, a fee equal to 2.50% of the aggregate amount of the total Commitments in effect on
the Closing Date ($3,125,000).

(c) Administrative Fee. The Borrowers agree to pay to the Administrative
Agent, for its own account, an administration fee in the amount of $100,000, to be paid on the
Closing Date (the “Administrative Agent Fee”), plus an additional quarterly administration fee
in an amount of $25,000 for each successive three-month period for which the DIP Facility
remains outstanding past November [ ], 2010 (such fees, the “Administrative Fees”). Each
payment of such quarterly Administrative Fees after the Closing Date will be due in advance
on November [ ], 2010 and each three-month anniversary thereafter and ending prior to the
termination of the DIP Facility. All of the fees set forth in this Section 2.4(c) shall be in
addition to any fees and expenses payable pursuant to Section 9.4.

(d) Prepayment Fee. The Borrowers agree to pay to the Administrative
Agent, for the ratable benefit of the Lenders, a fee equal to 4.00% of the aggregate amount of
the total Commitments in effect on the Closing Date ($5,000,000) upon the earlier of the
Maturity Date (as it may be extended) and each reduction, in whole or in part, of the
Commitments. The Prepayment Fee will be waived if the DIP Facility is paid in full in cash
simultaneously with either (i) the closing of a sale of all or substantially all of the Loan Parties’
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assets or (i) the consummation of a plan of reorganization under applicable U.S. and Canadian
law, to the extent such sale or plan of reorganization, as applicable, is in form and substance
approved by the Prepetition Senior Lenders that hold at least two-thirds (2/3) in principal
amount of the Prepetition Senior Obligations outstanding under the Prepetition Senior Credit
Agreement.

(e) Commitment Fees. The Borrowers agree to pay to the Administrative
Agent for the account of each Lender a commitment fee equal to (i) the average of the daily
difference of (x) the total Commitments minus (y) the aggregate principal amount of all
outstanding Loans times (ii) 2.0% per annum for the period from and including the Closing
Date to the Maturity Date, payable monthly in arrears on the last Business Day of each month
and on the Maturity Date, commencing on the first of such dates to occur after the Closing
Date.

All fees payable to the Administrative Agent for the benefit of the Administrative
Agent, Lead Arrangers or the Lenders shall be fully earned on the date such payment is due,
shall be paid in immediately available funds and shall be non-refundable.

2.5 Onptional Prepayments.

(a) The Borrowers may at any time and from time to time reduce the
Commitments outstanding hereunder and/or prepay all or a part of the Loans, in each case
upon irrevocable notice delivered to the Administrative Agent before 12:00 Noon Toronto time
on a date that is at least three Business Days prior thereto, which notice shall specify the date
and amount of such reduction or prepayment plus, in the case of a prepayment, accrued and
unpaid interest to the applicable prepayment date on the Loans prepaid, and any amounts
payable under Section 2.15. In the case of a reduction of any Commitments, each such
reduction made hereunder shall be made ratably among the Lenders in accordance with their
respective applicable Commitments. The Borrowers shall pay to the Administrative Agent for
the account of the applicable Lenders on the date of each such reduction the Commitments
Fees on the amount of Commitments so reduced accrued to but excluding the date of such
reduction.

(b) All optional prepayments made pursuant to this Section 2.5 shall be, in
the case of partial prepayments, made in an amount that is an integral multiple of $500,000 and
not less than $1,000,000.

2.6 Mandatory Prepayments.

(a) Asset Sales. If any Group Member shall receive Net Cash Proceeds
from any Asset Sale or Recovery Event (other than in connection with the closing of a sale of
all or substantially all of the Loan Parties’ assets pursuant to Section 363 of the Bankruptcy
Code (and a sale with similar effect pursuant to Section 36 of the CCAA and an order of the
Canadian Court) in any Chapter 11 Case or CCAA Case which, concurrent with such sale,
results in the repayment in full in cash of the Obligations) then the Company shall offer by
notice in writing (a “Disposition Repayment Offer”) to the Administrative Agent to prepay, at
a price equal to 100% of the principal amount, the Loans in an amount equal to the amount of
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such Net Cash Proceeds. The Lenders will have 8 Business Days from the making of any such
offer to accept such offer, and any offer not accepted within such time period shall be deemed
rejected. To the extent such offer is so accepted by the Lenders or any of them, such
prepayment shall be made on a date no later 10 Business Days after the date of such offer. The
provisions of this Section 2.6 do not constitute a consent to the consummation of any
Disposition not permitted by Section 6.5. Failure to make the Disposition Repayment Offer or
to make the payments contemplated thereby shall be deemed a material breach of this
Agreement.

(b) Soucy Intercompany Note. If Soucy 2 or any Guarantor or other Person
shall at any time repay or prepay any principal amount outstanding under the Soucy
Intercompany Note, on the first Business Day after such repayment or prepayment, before
12:00 Noon Toronto time, the Borrowers shall offer by notice in writing to the Administrative
Agent to prepay, subject to Section 2.15, at a price equal to 100% of the principal amount, the
Loans in an amount equal to the amount of such repayment or prepayment of the Soucy
Intercompany Note. The Lenders will have 8 Business Days from the making of any such
offer to accept such offer, and any offer not accepted within such time period shall be deemed
rejected. To the extent such offer is so accepted by the Lenders or any of them, such
prepayment shall be made on a date no later 10 Business Days after the date of such offer. All
payments made under this paragraph shall be first applied to the payment of principal of the
Loans set forth in Section 2.3(a) on a pro rata basis.

(c) Issuance of Debt. On the date of receipt by Borrowers or any of their
respective Subsidiaries of any cash proceeds from the incurrence of any Indebtedness of
Holdings or any of its Subsidiaries (other than with respect to any Indebtedness permitted to be
incurred pursuant to Section 6.2), the Borrowers shall prepay the Loans in an aggregate amount
equal to 100% of such proceeds, net of underwriting discounts and commissions and other
reasonable costs and expenses associated therewith, including reasonable legal fees and
expenses.

(d) Application of Proceeds. All amounts required to be paid pursuant to
this Section 2.6 shall be applied first, on a pro rata basis, to fees of the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent, each other Agent under this Agreement and the Lead Arrangers, and, then,
on a pro rata basis, to reimbursable expenses of such Agents, the Lead Arrangers and the
Lenders, in each case to the extent then due and payable pursuant to any of the Loan
Documents; second, on a pro rata basis, to accrued and unpaid interest on the Loans and any
other fees payable under the Loan Documents in each case to the extent then due and payable
hereunder or thereunder, as applicable; third, to the principal balance of the Loans outstanding
hereunder on a pro rata basis; and fourth, to any other obligations under this Agreement.

2.7 Continuation of Eurodollar Loans.

Each Eurodollar Loan outstanding hereunder shall be continued automatically,
without any action taken by any party hereto, as a Eurodollar Loan with an Interest Period of one
month’s duration upon the expiration of the then current Interest period with respect thereto.
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2.8 Minimum Amounts and Maximum Number of Eurodollar Tranches.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, all borrowings, conversions,
continuations and optional prepayments of Eurodollar Loans and all selections of Interest Periods
shall be in such amounts and be made pursuant to such elections so that, (i) after giving effect
thereto, the aggregate principal amount of the Eurodollar Loans comprising each Eurodollar
Tranche shall be equal to $[1,000,000] or a whole multiple of $[500,000] in excess thereof and
(i1) no more than [five (5)] Eurodollar Tranches shall be outstanding at any one time.

2.9 Interest Rates and Payment Dates. (a) Each Eurodollar Loan shall bear
interest for each day during each Interest Period with respect thereto at a rate per annum equal
to the Eurodollar Rate determined for such day plus the Applicable Margin.

(b) Solely to the extent the Loans are Base Rate Loans as a result of the
circumstances set forth in Sections 2.11 and 2.16, each Base Rate Loan shall bear interest for
each day on which it is outstanding at a rate per annum equal to the Base Rate in effect for
such day plus the Applicable Margin.

(©) If any Event of Default under Section 7 has occurred and is continuing,
then for so long as such Event of Default is continuing, to the extent permitted by applicable
law, all amounts outstanding under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents shall bear
interest (after as well as before judgment), (i) in the case of principal, at the rate otherwise
applicable to such Loan pursuant to Section 2.9(a) plus 2.00% per annum and (ii) in all other
cases, at a rate per annum (computed on the basis of the actual number of days elapsed over a
year of 365 or 366 days, as the case may be, when determined by reference to the Prime Rate
and over a year of 360 days at all other times) equal to the rate that would be applicable to a
Base Rate Loan plus 2.00% per annum.

(d) Interest shall be payable in arrears on each Interest Payment Date,
provided, that interest accruing pursuant to paragraph (c¢) of this Section 2.9 shall be payable
from time to time on demand.

(e) If any provision of this Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents
would obligate a Borrower to make any payment of interest with respect to the Obligations or
other amount payable to any Agent or any Lender in an amount or calculated at a rate which
would be prohibited by law or would result in a receipt by such Agent or such Lender of
interest with respect to the Obligations at a criminal rate (as such terms are construed under the
Criminal Code (Canada)) then, notwithstanding such provision, such amount or rates shall be
deemed to have been adjusted with retroactive effect to the maximum amount or rate of
interest, as the case may be, as would not be so prohibited by law or so result in a receipt by
such Agent or such Lender of interest with respect to the Obligations at a criminal rate, such
adjustment to be effected, to the extent necessary, as follows: (1) first, by reducing the amount
or rates of interest required to be paid to the affected Agent or the affected Lender under
Section 2.9(c); and (2) thereafter, by reducing any fees, commissions and other amounts
required to be paid to the affected Agent or the affected Lender which would constitute interest
with respect to the Obligations for purposes of Section 347 of the Criminal Code (Canada).
Notwithstanding the foregoing, and after giving effect to all adjustments contemplated thereby,
if any Agent or any Lender shall have received an amount in excess of the maximum permitted
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by that section of the Criminal Code (Canada), then the Company shall be entitled, by notice in
writing to the affected Agent or the affected Lender, to obtain reimbursement from such Agent
or such Lender in an amount equal to such excess, and pending such reimbursement, such
amount shall be deemed to be an amount payable by such Agent or such Lender to the
Company. Any amount or rate of interest under the Obligations referred to in this Section
2.9(e) shall be determined in accordance with generally accepted actuarial practices and
principles as an effective annual rate of interest over the term that any Loans remain
outstanding on the assumption that any charges, fees or expenses that fall within the meaning
of “interest” (as defined in the Criminal Code (Canada)) shall, if they relate to a specific period
of time, be pro-rated over that period of time and otherwise be pro-rated over the period from
the Closing Date to the Maturity Date, and, in the event of a dispute, a certificate of a Fellow of
the Canadian Institute of Actuaries appointed by the Administrative Agent shall be conclusive
for the purposes of such determination.

3} For purposes of disclosure pursuant to the Interest Act (Canada), the
annual rates of interest or fees to which the rates of interest or fees provided in this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents (and stated herein or therein, as applicable, to be
computed on the basis of a 360 day year or any other period of time less than a calendar year)
are equivalent to the rates so determined multiplied by the actual number of days in the
applicable calendar year and divided by 360 or such other period of time, respectively.

(2) For the avoidance of doubt, it is the intention of the parties hereto that
this DIP Facility comprise a loan facility of Eurodollar Loans with an Interest Period of one
month’s duration. The Borrowers shall have no right to borrow Base Rate Loans or convert
any Eurodollar Loan into Base Rate Loans and, subject to Sections 2.11 and 2.16, each Loan
hereunder, both when borrower and at all times thereafter, shall be a Eurodollar Loan with an
Interest Period of one month’s duration.

(h) If any provision of this Agreement or any of the Collateral Documents
would obligate any Loan Party to make any payment of interest with respect to the Obligations
or other amount payable to any Lender in an amount or calculated at a rate which would be
prohibited by law or would result in a receipt by that Lender of interest with respect to the
Obligations at a criminal rate (as such terms are construed under the Criminal Code (Canada))
then, notwithstanding such provision, such amount or rates shall be deemed to have been
adjusted with retroactive effect to the maximum amount or rate of interest, as the case may be,
as would not be so prohibited by law or so result in a receipt by that Lender of interest with
respect to the Obligations at a criminal rate, such adjustment to be effected, to the extent
necessary, as follows: (1) first, by reducing the amount or rates of interest required to be paid
to the affected Lender under this Section 2.9; and (2) thereafter, by reducing any fees,
commissions, premiums and other amounts required to be paid to the affected Lender which
would constitute interest with respect to the Obligations for purposes of Section 347 of the
Criminal Code (Canada). Notwithstanding the foregoing, and after giving effect to all
adjustments contemplated thereby, if any Lender shall have received an amount in excess of
the maximum permitted by that section of the Criminal Code (Canada), then the applicable
Borrower shall be entitled, by notice in writing to the affected Lender, to obtain reimbursement
from that Lender in an amount equal to such excess, and pending such reimbursement, such
amount shall be deemed to be an amount payable by that Lender to Borrower. Any amount or
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rate of interest on the Obligations referred to in this Section 2.9(h) shall be determined in
accordance with generally accepted actuarial practices and principles as an effective annual
rate of interest over the term that the Loans remain outstanding on the assumption that any
charges, fees or expenses that fall within the meaning of “interest” (as defined in the Criminal
Code (Canada)) shall, if they relate to a specific period of time, be pro-rated over that period of
time and otherwise be pro-rated over the period to the date on which all the Obligations have
been indefeasibly repaid in full in cash and all of the Commitments have been permanently and
irrevocably terminated and, in the event of a dispute, a certificate of a Fellow of the Canadian
Institute of Actuaries appointed by Administrative Agent, acting reasonably, shall be
conclusive for the purposes of such determination.

2.10  Computation of Interest and Fees. (a) Interest, fees, and commissions
payable pursuant hereto shall be calculated on the basis of a 360-day year for the actual days
elapsed, except that, with respect to Base Rate Loans on which interest is calculated on the
basis of the Prime Rate, the interest thereon shall be calculated on the basis of a 365-day (or
366-day, as the case may be) year for the actual days elapsed. The Administrative Agent shall
as soon as practicable notify the Borrower and the relevant Lenders of each determination of a
Eurodollar Rate. Any change in the interest rate on a Loan resulting from a change in the Base
Rate or the Eurocurrency Reserve Requirements shall become effective as of the opening of
business on the day on which such change becomes effective. The Administrative Agent shall
as soon as practicable notify the Borrower and the relevant Lenders of the effective date and
the amount of each such change in interest rate.

(b) Each determination of an interest rate by the Administrative Agent
pursuant to any provision of this Agreement shall be conclusive and binding on the Loan
Parties and the Lenders in the absence of manifest error. The Administrative Agent shall, at
the request of the Company, deliver to the Company a statement showing the quotations used
by the Administrative Agent in determining any interest rate pursuant to Section 2.9.

2.11 Inability to Determine Interest Rate. If prior to the first day of any Interest

Period:

(1) the Administrative Agent shall have determined (which determination shall be
conclusive and binding upon the Loan Parties) that, by reason of circumstances affecting the
relevant market, adequate and reasonable means do not exist for ascertaining the Eurodollar Rate
for such Interest Period, or

(i1) the Administrative Agent shall have received notice from the Majority
Lenders that the Eurodollar Rate determined or to be determined for such Interest Period will not
adequately and fairly reflect the cost to such Lenders (as conclusively certified by such Lenders)
of making or maintaining their affected Loans during such Interest Period,

the Administrative Agent as applicable, shall give telecopy or telephonic notice thereof to the
Borrowers and the relevant Lenders as soon as practicable thereafter. If such notice is given
(x) any Eurodollar Loans requested to be made on the first day of such Interest Period shall be
made as Base Rate Loans, (y) any Loans that were to have been converted on the first day of
such Interest Period to Eurodollar Loans shall be continued as Base Rate Loans and (z) any
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outstanding Eurodollar Loans shall be converted, on the last day of the then current Interest
Period with respect thereto, to Base Rate Loans. Until the condition giving rise to such notice
has been remedied as notified to the Borrowers by the Administrative Agent, no further
Eurodollar Loans shall be made or continued as such, nor shall the Borrower have the right to
convert Loans to Eurodollar Loans.

2.12  Pro Rata Treatment and Payments. (a) Each borrowing by the Borrowers
from the Lenders hereunder shall be made pro rata from the Lenders in accordance with their
unfunded Interim Date Commitments or Delayed Draw Commitments, as applicable, as of the
time of such borrowing.

(b) Each payment (including each prepayment) of the Loans shall be
allocated among the Lenders (or, in the case of mandatory prepayments under Section 2.6(a),
(b), (¢) or (d), offered to the Lenders) pro rata according to the respective outstanding principal
amounts of the Loans then held by the Lenders.

(©) Each payment of the Loans shall be accompanied by accrued interest to
the date of such payment on the amount paid and shall be subject to the provisions of Section
2.15.

(d) All payments (including prepayments) to be made by the Borrowers
hereunder, whether on account of principal, interest, fees or otherwise, shall be made without
setoff or counterclaim. All payments (including prepayments) to be made by the Borrowers
hereunder, whether on account of principal, interest, fees or otherwise shall be made prior to
12:00 Noon, Toronto time, on the due date thereof to the Administrative Agent, for the account
of the Lenders, at the Payment Office, in Dollars and in immediately available funds. Any
payment made by the Borrowers after 12:00 Noon, Toronto time, on any Business Day shall be
deemed to have been made on the next following Business Day. The Administrative Agent
shall distribute such payments to the applicable Lenders promptly upon receipt in like funds as
received. If any payment hereunder (other than payments on the Eurodollar Loans) becomes
due and payable on a day other than a Business Day, such payment shall be extended to the
next succeeding Business Day. If any payment on a Eurodollar Loan becomes due and payable
on a day other than a Business Day, the maturity thereof shall be extended to the next
succeeding Business Day unless the result of such extension would be to extend such payment
into another calendar month, in which event such payment shall be made on the immediately
preceding Business Day. In the case of any extension of any payment of principal pursuant to
the preceding two sentences, interest thereon shall be payable at the then applicable rate during
such extension.

(e) Unless the Administrative Agent shall have been notified in writing by
any Lender prior to a borrowing that such Lender will not make the amount that would
constitute its share of such borrowing available to the Administrative Agent, the
Administrative Agent may assume that such Lender is making such amount available to the
Administrative Agent, and the Administrative Agent may, in reliance upon such assumption,
make available to the applicable Borrower(s) a corresponding amount. If such amount is not
made available to the Administrative Agent by the required time on the Borrowing Date
therefor, such Lender shall pay to the Administrative Agent, on demand, such amount with
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interest thereon at a rate equal to the daily average Federal Funds Effective Rate for amounts in
Dollars for the period until such Lender makes such amount immediately available to the
Administrative Agent. A certificate of the Administrative Agent submitted to any Lender with
respect to any amounts owing under this paragraph shall be conclusive in the absence of
manifest error. If such Lender’s share of such borrowing is not made available to the
Administrative Agent by such Lender within three Business Days after such Borrowing Date,
the Administrative Agent shall also be entitled to recover such amount with interest thereon at
the rate per annum applicable to Base Rate Loans, on demand, from the Borrower.

® Unless the Administrative Agent shall have been notified in writing by
the applicable Borrower(s) prior to the date of any payment due to be made by any Loan Party
hereunder that the applicable Borrower(s) will not make such payment to the Administrative
Agent, the Administrative Agent may assume that such Borrower(s) are making such payment,
and the Administrative Agent may, but shall not be required to, in reliance upon such
assumption, make available to the Lenders their respective pro rata shares of a corresponding
amount. If such payment is not made to the Administrative Agent by the applicable
Borrower(s) within three Business Days after such due date, the Administrative Agent shall be
entitled to recover, on demand, from each Lender to which any amount which was made
available pursuant to the preceding sentence, such amount with interest thereon at the rate per
annum equal to the daily average Federal Funds Effective Rate for amounts in Dollars.
Nothing herein shall be deemed to limit the rights of the Administrative Agent or any Lender
against such Loan Party.

(2) After acceleration or maturity of the Obligations, all payments and
proceeds of Collateral shall be applied to amounts then due and payable in the following order:
(i) to the Agents’ fees and expenses reimbursable hereunder on a ratable basis; (ii) to interest
on the Loans, ratably in proportion to the interest accrued as to each Loan; (iii) to principal
owing on the Loans and to satisfaction of net Obligations under Specified Hedge Agreements,
ratabley to the aggregate, combined principal balance of the Loans and such Obligations under
Specified Hedge Agreements; (iv) to all other Obligations, including expenses of Lenders to
the extent reimbursable under Section 9.4 and (v) to the extent of any excess of such payments
and proceeds, to the payment to or upon the order of the applicable Company Group Member
or to whomsoever may be lawfully entitled to receive the same or as a court of competent
jurisdiction may direct.

2.13  Requirements of Law. (a) If the adoption of or any change in any
Requirement of Law or in the interpretation or application thereof or compliance by any Lender
with any request or directive (whether or not having the force of law) from any central bank or
other Governmental Authority made subsequent to the Closing Date (other than with respect to
taxes, which shall be governed exclusively by Section 2.14):

(1) shall impose, modify or hold applicable any reserve, special
deposit, compulsory loan or similar requirement against assets held by, deposits
or other liabilities in or for the account of, advances, loans or other extensions of
credit by, or any other acquisition of funds by, any office of such Lender that is
not otherwise included in the determination of the Eurodollar Rate hereunder; or
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(i1) shall impose on such Lender any other condition;

and the result of any of the foregoing is to increase the cost to such Lender, by an
amount which such Lender reasonably deems to be material, of making, converting into,
continuing or maintaining Loans, or to reduce any amount receivable hereunder in respect
thereof, then, in any such case, the applicable Borrower(s) shall promptly pay such Lender, upon
its demand, any additional amounts necessary to compensate such Lender for such increased cost
or reduced amount receivable. If any Lender becomes entitled to claim any additional amounts
pursuant to this Section 2.13, it shall promptly notify the applicable Borrower(s) (with a copy to
the Administrative Agent) of the event by reason of which it has become so entitled.

(b) If any Lender shall have determined that the adoption of or any change
in any Requirement of Law regarding capital adequacy or in the interpretation or application
thereof or compliance by such Lender or any Person controlling such Lender with any request
or directive regarding capital adequacy (whether or not having the force of law) from any
Governmental Authority made subsequent to the Closing Date shall have the effect of reducing
the rate of return on such Lender’s or such Person’s capital as a consequence of its obligations
hereunder to a level below that which such Lender or such Person could have achieved but for
such adoption, change or compliance (taking into consideration such Lender’s or such Person’s
policies with respect to capital adequacy) by an amount reasonably deemed by such Lender to
be material, then from time to time, after submission by such Lender to the applicable
Borrower(s) (with a copy to the Administrative Agent) of a written request therefor, the
applicable Borrower(s) shall pay to such Lender such additional amount or amounts as will
compensate such Lender or such Person for such reduction on an after-tax basis.

(©) If any Lender becomes entitled to claim any additional amounts pursuant
to clause (a) or (b) above, it shall promptly deliver to the applicable Borrower(s) (with a copy
to the Administrative Agent) a certificate setting forth in reasonable detail a description of the
event by reason of which it has become so entitled and a calculation of such additional
amounts. Such certificate shall be conclusive in the absence of manifest error.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 2.13, the Borrowers shall not be
required to compensate a Lender pursuant to this Section 2.13 for any amounts incurred more
than 180 days prior to the date that such Lender notifies the Borrowers of such Lender’s
intention to claim compensation therefor. The obligations of the Borrowers pursuant to this
Section 2.13 shall survive the termination of this Agreement and the payment of the Loans and
all other amounts payable hereunder.

2.14 Taxes. (a) Except as otherwise required by law, all payments made under
this Agreement or any other Loan Document shall be made free and clear of, and without
deduction or withholding for or on account of, any present or future income, stamp or other
taxes, levies, imposts, duties, charges, fees, deductions or withholdings, now or hereafter
imposed, levied, collected, withheld or assessed by any Governmental Authority on or with
respect to any payment hereunder, excluding with respect to the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or
any Lender, taxes imposed on or measured by its net income or profit or overall gross income
in lieu of net income, franchise taxes and branch profits or similar taxes imposed on it
(however dominated) by the jurisdiction (or political subdivision thereof) under the laws of
which the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any Lender is organized or in which its principal
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office is located or, in the case of any Lender, in which its applicable Lending Office is
located, or as a result of any other present or former connection between the Lead Arrangers,
such Agent or such Lender and the jurisdiction of the Governmental Authority imposing such
tax or any political subdivision or taxing authority thereof or therein (other than any such
connection arising solely from the Lead Arrangers’, such Agent’s or such Lender’s having
executed, delivered or performed its obligations or received a payment under, or enforced, this
Agreement or any other Loan Document in such jurisdiction) (collectively, “Excluded Taxes”™).
If any such non-excluded taxes, levies, imposts, duties, charges, fees, deductions or
withholdings imposed with respect to and any payment to be made under this Agreement or
any other Loan Document (“Non-Excluded Taxes”) are required to be withheld from any
amounts payable to the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any Lender hereunder, the amounts so
payable to the Lead Arrangers, such Agent or such Lender shall be increased to the extent
necessary to yield to the Lead Arrangers, such Agent or such Lender (after payment of all Non-
Excluded Taxes) interest or any such other amounts payable hereunder at the rates or in the
amounts specified in this Agreement; provided, however, that none of the Loan Parties shall be
required to increase any such amounts payable to the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any Lender
with respect to (x) any Excluded Taxes or (y) any Non-Excluded Taxes (i) that are attributable
to the Lead Arrangers’, such Agent’s or such Lender’s failure to comply with the requirements
of paragraph (f) or (g) of this Section 2.14 or (ii) in the case of any Non-US Lender (as defined
below), any United States of America withholding taxes imposed on amounts payable to the
Lead Arrangers, such Agent or such Lender under the law that was in effect at the time any
such Person becomes a party to this Agreement, except to the extent that any such Person’s
assignor (if any) was entitled, at the time of assignment, to receive additional amounts from the
Borrowers with respect to such Non-Excluded Taxes pursuant to this Section 2.14(a). The
Borrowers or the applicable Guarantor shall make any required withholding and pay the full
amount withheld to the relevant tax authority or other Governmental Authority in accordance
with applicable Requirements of Law.

(b) In addition, the Borrowers shall pay any Other Taxes to the relevant
Governmental Authority in accordance with applicable law.

(c) The Borrowers will indemnify the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or
Lender for the full amount of Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes (including any taxes on
amounts payable under this Section 2.14) paid by such Lead Arranger, Agent or Lender, as the
case may be, and any liability (including penalties, interest and reasonable expenses) arising
therefrom or with respect thereto, whether or not such Non-Excluded Taxes or Other taxes
were correctly or legally asserted by the relevant taxing authority or other Governmental
Authority. Such indemnification shall be made within 30 days after the date any Lead
Arranger, Agent or Lender, as the case may be, makes written demand therefore (which
demand shall set forth in reasonable detail the nature and amount of Non-Excluded Taxes and
Other Taxes for which indemnification is being sought); provided that the relevant Lead
Arranger, Agent or Lender shall not be entitled to receive any indemnification with respect to
any Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes (i) to the extent the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or
Lender fails to provide notice to the Borrowers within six (6) months after it becomes aware of
the imposition of any Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes that give rise to such
indemnification under this Section 2.14(c) or (ii) to the extent the liability or payment of such
Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes has been incurred as a result of the gross negligence, bad
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faith or willful misconduct of the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or Lender (or their respective
Affiliates or employees).

(d) Whenever any Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes are payable by any
Loan Party, as promptly as possible thereafter the Borrowers shall send to the Administrative
Agent, for the account of the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or Lender, as the case may be, a
certified copy of an original official receipt received by such Loan Party showing payment
thereof or other written proof of payment thereof that is reasonably satisfactory to the
applicable Agent. If any Loan Party fails to pay any Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes
when due to the appropriate taxing authority or fails to remit to the applicable Agent the
required receipts or other required documentary evidence, the Borrowers (for itself and on
behalf of the Loan Parties) shall indemnify the Lead Arrangers, the Agents and the Lenders for
any incremental taxes, interest or penalties that become payable by the Lead Arrangers, any
Agent or any Lender as a result of any such failure; provided that the relevant Lead Arranger,
Agent or Lender shall not be entitled to receive any indemnification with respect to any Non-
Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes (i) to the extent the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or Lender
fails to provide notice to the Borrowers within six (6) months after it becomes aware of the
imposition of any Non-Excluded Taxes or Other Taxes that give rise to such indemnification
under Section 2.14(c) or (ii) to the extent the liability or payment of such Non-Excluded Taxes
or Other Taxes has been incurred as a result of the gross negligence, bad faith or willful
misconduct of the relevant Lead Arranger, Agent or Lender (or their respective Affiliates or
employees).

(e) The agreements in this Section 2.14 shall survive the termination of this
Agreement and the payment of the Loans and all other amounts payable hereunder.

® Any Lender that is entitled to an exemption from or reduction of non-US
withholding tax with respect to payments under this Agreement shall deliver to the Borrowers
and the Administrative Agent at the time or times reasonably requested in writing by the
Borrowers such properly completed and executed documentation prescribed by Requirements
of Law or as may be required by the Administrative Agent as will permit such payments to be
made without withholding or at a reduced rate, provided that such Lender is legally entitled to
complete, execute, and deliver such documentation and, with respect to non-U.S. taxes, in such
Lender’s reasonable judgment such completion, execution or submission would not materially
prejudice the legal position of such Lender.

In addition, and without limiting the generality of the foregoing, each Lender (or
Transferee) that is not a citizen or resident of the United States of America, a corporation,
partnership or other entity created or organized in or under the laws of the United States of
America (or any jurisdiction thereof), or any estate or trust that is subject to federal income
taxation regardless of the source of its income (a “Non-US Lender”) shall deliver to the
Borrowers and the Administrative Agent two copies of either United States Internal Revenue
Service Form W-8BEN (claiming benefits under an applicable income tax treaty) or Form W-
8IMY or Form W-8ECI, as appropriate, or, in the case of a Non-US Lender claiming exemption
from United States federal withholding tax under Section 871(h) or 881(c) of the Code with
respect to payments of “portfolio interest,” a statement substantially in the form of Exhibit H to
the effect that such Lender is eligible for a complete exemption from withholding of United
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States taxes under Section 871(h) or 881(c) of the Code and a Form W-8BEN, or any subsequent
versions thereof or successors thereto properly completed and duly executed by such Non-US
Lender claiming complete exemption from, or a reduced rate of, United States federal
withholding tax on all payments by the Borrowers under this Agreement and the other Loan
Documents. Such forms shall be delivered by each Non-US Lender on or before the date it
becomes a party to this Agreement. In addition, each Non-US Lender shall deliver such forms
promptly upon the obsolescence or invalidity of any form previously delivered by such Non-US
Lender. Each Non-US Lender shall promptly notify the Borrowers and the Administrative Agent
at any time it determines that it is no longer in a position to provide any previously delivered
certificate to the Borrowers and the Administrative Agent (or any other form of certification
adopted by the United States taxing authorities for such purpose). Notwithstanding any other
provision of this paragraph, a Non-US Lender shall not be required to deliver any form pursuant
to this paragraph that such Non-US Lender is not legally able to deliver.

(2) Each Lender that is a “United States person” within the meaning of
Section 7701(a)(30) of the Code (a “US Lender”) shall deliver to the Borrowers and the
Administrative Agent, on or before the date such Lender becomes a party to this Agreement,
two copies of Internal Revenue Service Form W-9 or any successor or other form prescribed
by the Internal Revenue Service certifying that such Lender is exempt from U.S. federal
backup withholding tax. In addition, each US Lender shall deliver such forms promptly upon
the obsolescence or invalidity of any form previously delivered hereunder by such US Lender.
Each US Lender shall promptly notify the Borrowers and the Administrative Agent at any time
it determines that it is no longer in a position to provide any previously delivered certificate to
the Borrowers and the Administrative Agent (or any other form of certification adopted by the
U.S. taxing authorities for such purpose).

(h) If any Lender or Agent receives a refund in respect of any amount paid
by the Borrowers pursuant to this Section 2.14, which refund in the reasonable judgment of
such Agent or Lender is allocable to such payment, it shall promptly notify the Borrowers of
such refund and shall, within 15 days after receipt, pay such refund over to the Borrowers net
of all reasonable out-of-pocket expenses (including taxes) of such Agent or Lender; provided,
that the Borrowers, upon the request of such Agent or Lender, shall repay the amount paid over
to the Borrowers (plus any penalties or interest imposed by the relevant taxing authority) to
such Agent or Lender in the event that such Agent or Lender is required to repay such refund
to such taxing authority.

2.15 Indemnity. The Borrowers agree to indemnify each Lender (each, an
“Indemnified Person”) for, and to hold each Lender harmless from, any loss or expense that such
Lender may sustain or incur as a consequence of (a) default by any Borrower in making a
borrowing of Loans after such Borrower has given a notice requesting the same in accordance
with the provisions of this Agreement, (b) default by any Borrower in making any prepayment
after such Borrower has given a notice thereof in accordance with the provisions of this
Agreement or (c) the making of a prepayment of Loans on a day that is not the last day of an
Interest Period with respect thereto. Such indemnification may include an amount equal to the
excess, if any, of (i) the amount of interest that would have accrued on the amount so prepaid, or
not so borrowed, converted or continued, for the period from the date of such prepayment or of
such failure to borrow, convert or continue to the last day of such Interest Period (or, in the case
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of a failure to borrow, convert or continue, the Interest Period that would have commenced on
the date of such failure) in each case at the applicable rate of interest for such Loans provided for
herein (excluding, however, the Applicable Margin included therein, if any) over (ii) the amount
of interest (as reasonably determined by such Lender) that would have accrued to such Lender on
such amount by placing such amount on deposit for a comparable period with leading banks in
the interbank Eurodollar market. A certificate as to any amounts payable pursuant to this
Section 2.15 submitted to the Borrowers by any Lender shall be conclusive in the absence of
manifest error. No Indemnified Person shall be responsible or liable to any other party to any
Loan Document, any successor, assignee or third party beneficiary of such Person or any other
Person asserting claims derivatively through such party, for indirect, punitive, exemplary or
consequential damages which may be alleged as a result of credit having been extended,
suspended or terminated under any Loan Document or as a result of any other transaction
contemplated hereunder or thereunder. This covenant shall survive the termination of this
Agreement and the payment of the Loans and all other amounts payable hereunder.

2.16 lllegality. Notwithstanding any other provision herein, if the adoption of
or any change in any Requirement of Law or in the interpretation or application thereof, in each
case after the Closing Date, shall make it unlawful for any Lender to make or maintain
Eurodollar Loans as contemplated by this Agreement, (a) the commitment of such Lender
hereunder to make Eurodollar Loans, continue Eurodollar Loans as such and convert Base Rate
Loans to Eurodollar Loans shall forthwith be canceled and (b) such Lender’s Loans then
outstanding as Eurodollar Loans, if any, shall be converted automatically to Base Rate Loans on
the respective last days of the then current Interest Periods with respect to such Loans or within
such earlier period as required by law. If any such conversion of a Eurodollar Loan occurs on a
day which is not the last day of the then current Interest Period with respect thereto, the
Borrower shall pay to such Lender such amounts, if any, as may be required pursuant to Section
2.15.

2.17 Change of Lending Office. Each Lender agrees that, upon the occurrence
of any event giving rise to the operation of Section 2.13 or 2.14 with respect to such Lender, it
will, if requested by the Borrowers, use reasonable efforts (subject to overall policy
considerations of such Lender) to designate another lending office for any Loans affected by
such event with the object of avoiding the consequences of such event; provided, that such
designation is made on terms that, in the sole good faith judgment of such Lender, cause such
Lender and its lending office(s) to suffer no material economic, legal or regulatory disadvantage,
and provided, further, that nothing in this Section 2.17 shall affect or postpone any of the
obligations of the Borrowers or the rights of any Lender pursuant to Section 2.13 or 2.14.

2.18  Super Priority Nature of Obligations and Liens.

(a) The priority of the Agents’ and Lenders’ claims against, and Liens on
and in the Collateral of, the Loan Parties shall be set forth in, and the provisions of this Section
2.18 set forth below are qualified entirely by, the Applicable Order.

(b)  All Obligations shall (i) with respect to the US Cases, constitute
administrative expenses of the Loan Parties, with administrative priority and senior secured
status under Sections 364(c) and 364(d) of the Bankruptcy Code, and such administrative claim
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shall have priority over all other costs and expenses of the kinds specified in, or ordered
pursuant to, Sections 105, 326, 328, 330, 331, 503(b), 506(c), 507(a), 507(b), 546(c), 726,
1113, 1114 or any other provision of the Bankruptcy Code or otherwise, and shall at all times
be senior to the rights of Loan Parties, Loan Parties’ estates, and any successor trustee or estate
representative in the US Cases or any subsequent proceeding or case under the Bankruptcy
Code and (ii) with respect to the CCAA Cases, be secured by the CCAA DIP Charge ranking
senior in priority to all hypothecs, priorities, security interests, encumbrances and liens, but in
all cases subject to the Aggregate Reserve Amount and Prior Senior Liens. The Liens granted
to Agents and Lenders on and in the Collateral of the Loan Parties, and the priorities accorded
to the Obligations shall have the priority and senior secured status afforded by Sections 364(c)
and 364(d)(1) of the Bankruptcy Code, senior to all claims and interests other than the
Aggregate Reserve Amount and Prior Senior Liens.

(©) Except as expressly set forth herein or in the Applicable Order, no other
claim having a priority superior or pari passu to that granted to Agents and Lenders by the
Applicable Order shall be granted or approved while any Obligations under this Agreement (or
any adequate protection obligations owed to any Prepetition Senior Agent or any Prepetition
Senior Lender) remain outstanding. Except for the Aggregate Reserve Amount, no costs or
expenses of administration shall be imposed against Agents, or Lenders or any of their
Collateral or against any of the Prepetition Senior Agent and Prepetition Senior Lenders under
the Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement or their respective collateral under Sections 105,
506(c) or 552 of the Bankruptcy Code, any similar legislation in Canada or otherwise, and each
of the Loan Parties hereby waives for itself and on behalf of its estate in bankruptcy, any and
all rights thereunder to assert or impose or seek to assert or impose, any such costs or expenses
of administration against Agents or the Lenders or against the Prepetition Senior Agent or the
Prepetition Senior Lenders or their respective collateral.

2.19  Payment of Obligations. Upon the maturity (whether by acceleration or
otherwise) of any of the Obligations under this Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents,
Agents and Lenders shall be entitled to immediate payment of such Obligations in full in cash
without further application or notice to or order of, or hearing before, the Bankruptcy Court or
Canadian Court.

2.20  No Discharge; Survival of Claims. Loan Parties agree that (a) the
Obligations hereunder shall not be discharged by the entry of an order confirming a plan of
reorganization in any Chapter 11 Case (and Loan Parties pursuant to Section 1141(d)(4) of the
Bankruptcy Code, hereby waive any such discharge) or an order sanctioning a Plan of
Reorganization in the CCAA Cases and (ii) the superpriority administrative claim and Liens
granted to Agents and Lenders pursuant to the Applicable Orders shall not be affected in any
manner by the entry of an order confirming a plan of reorganization in any Case.

2.21 Release. Subject to entry of the Final Order, each Loan Party hereby
acknowledges effective upon entry of the Applicable Order, that each such Loan Party and their
respective Subsidiaries have no defense, counterclaim, offset, recoupment, cross-complaint,
claim or demand of any kind or nature whatsoever that can be asserted to reduce or eliminate all
of any part of each such Loan Party’s or their respective Subsidiaries’ liability to repay any
Agent or any Lender as provided in this Agreement or to seek affirmative relief or damages of
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any kind or nature from any Agent or any Lender. Loan Parties, each in their own right and with
respect to the Loan Parties, on behalf of their bankruptcy estates, and on behalf of all their
successors, assigns, Subsidiaries and any Affiliates and any Person acting for and on behalf of, or
claiming through them, (collectively, the “Releasing Parties™), hereby fully, finally and forever
release and discharge Agents and Lenders and all of Agents’ and Lenders’ past and present
officers, directors, agents, attorneys, assigns, heirs, parents, subsidiaries, and each Person acting
for or on behalf of any of them (collectively, the “Released Parties”) of and from any and all
past, present and future actions, causes of action, demands, suits, claims, liabilities, Liens,
lawsuits, adverse consequences, amounts paid in settlement, costs, damages, debts, deficiencies,
diminution in value, disbursements, expenses, losses and other obligations of any kind or nature
whatsoever, whether in law, equity or otherwise (including, without limitation, those arising
under Sections 541 through 550 of the Bankruptcy Code and similar legislation in Canada and
interest or other carrying costs, penalties, legal, accounting and other professional fees and
expenses, and incidental, consequential and punitive damages payable to third parties), whether
known or unknown, fixed or contingent, direct, indirect, or derivative, asserted or unasserted,
foreseen or unforeseen, suspected or unsuspected, now existing, heretofore existing or which
may heretofore accrue against any of the Released Parties, whether held in a personal or
representative capacity, and which are based on any act, fact, event or omission or other matter,
cause or thing occurring at or from any time prior to and including the date hereof in any way,
directly or indirectly arising out of, connected with or relating to this Agreement, the Loan
Documents, the Applicable Order and the transactions contemplated hereby, and all other
agreements, certificates, instruments and other documents and statements (whether written or
oral) related to any of the foregoing.

2.22  Waiver of any Priming Rights. Upon the Closing Date, and on behalf of
themselves and their estates, and for so long as any Obligations (or any adequate protection
obligations owed to any Prepetition Senior Agent or any Prepetition Senior Lender) shall be
outstanding, without limiting any terms or conditions of the Applicable Order, the Loan Parties
hereby irrevocably waive any right, (i) to grant or impose, or request that the Bankruptcy Court
or Canadian Court grant or impose, under section 364 of the Bankruptcy Code, similar
legislation in Canada or otherwise, Liens on or security interests in any Property of the Loan
Parties, which are pari passu with, equal to or superior to the Liens and security interests held by
any Agent or Lender or adequate protection Liens held by any Prepetition Senior Agent or
Prepetition Senior Lender; (ii) to grant or impose, or request that the Bankruptcy Court or
Canadian Court grant or impose, under section 364 of the Bankruptcy Code, similar legislation in
Canada or otherwise, claims or expenses against any Loan Party, which are pari passu with,
equal to or superior to the Obligations or the adequate protection claims of any Prepetition
Senior Agent or Prepetition Senior Lender; and (iii) to use, or to request that the Bankruptcy
Court or Canadian Court authorize the use of, proceeds of Collateral or proceeds of Loans,
except for such consensual uses expressly provided under the Applicable Order.

2.23  Soucy 2. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary elsewhere in this
Agreement, Soucy 2 shall not be liable, jointly or severally, for the Obligations or any liabilities
of any party hereto other than Soucy 2, and does not make any representation, warranty,
covenant or agreement with respect to or on behalf of any such other party (other than its
Subsidiaries).
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2.24  Joint and Several Liability of Borrowers.

(a) Each Borrower is accepting joint and several liability hereunder and
under the other Loan Documents in consideration of the financial accommodations to be
provided by the Administrative Agent and the Lenders under this Agreement, for the mutual
benefit, directly and indirectly, of each Borrower and in consideration of the undertakings of
the other Borrower to accept joint and several liability for the Obligations. Each Borrower,
jointly and severally, hereby irrevocably and unconditionally accepts, not merely as a surety
but also as a co-debtor, joint and several liability with the other Borrower, with respect to the
payment and performance of all of the Obligations (including any Obligations arising under
this Section 2.24), it being the intention of the parties hereto that all the Obligations shall be the
joint and several obligations of each Borrower without preferences or distinction among them.
If and to the extent that any Borrower shall fail to make any payment with respect to any of the
Obligations as and when due or to perform any of the Obligations in accordance with the terms
thereof, then in each such event the other Borrower will make such payment with respect to, or
perform, such Obligation. The Obligations of each Borrower under the provisions of this
Section 2.24 constitute the absolute and unconditional, full recourse Obligations of each
Borrower enforceable against each such Borrower to the full extent of its properties and assets,
irrespective of the validity, regularity or enforceability of this Agreement or any other
circumstances whatsoever.

(b) Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement and without
limiting the generality of Section 9.4, each Borrower hereby waives notice of acceptance by
each other Borrower of such Borrower’s joint and several liability, notice of the making of any
Loans under or pursuant to this Agreement to such other Borrower, notice of the occurrence of
any Default, Event of Default, or of any demand for any payment under this Agreement as
against such other Borrower, notice of any action at any time taken or omitted by the
Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or any Lender under or in respect of any of the
Obligations as against such other Borrower, any requirement of diligence or to mitigate
damages and, generally, to the extent permitted by applicable law, all demands, notices and
other formalities of every kind in connection with this Agreement as against such other
Borrower (except as otherwise provided in this Agreement). Each Borrower hereby assents to,
and waives notice of, as each of the following applies to the other Borrower, any extension or
postponement of the time for the payment of any of the Obligations, the acceptance of any
payment of any of the Obligations, the acceptance of any partial payment thereon, any waiver,
consent or other action or acquiescence by the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or
any Lender at any time or times in respect of any Default or Event of Default by any Borrower
in the performance or satisfaction of any term, covenant, condition or provision of this
Agreement, and the taking, addition, substitution or release, in whole or in part, at any time or
times, of any security for any of the Obligations or the addition, substitution or release, in
whole or in part, of any Borrower. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, each
Borrower assents, as each of the following applies to the other Borrower, to any other action or
delay in acting or failure to act on the part of the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents
or any Lender with respect to the failure by any Borrower to comply with any of its respective
Obligations, including any failure strictly or diligently to assert any right or to pursue any
remedy or to comply fully with applicable laws or regulations thereunder, which might, but for
the provisions of this Section 2.24 afford grounds for terminating, discharging or relieving any
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Borrower, in whole or in part, from any of its Obligations under this Section 2.24, it being the
intention of each Borrower that, so long as any of the Obligations hereunder remain
unsatisfied, the Obligations of such Borrower under this Section 2.24 shall not be discharged
except by performance and then only to the extent of such performance. The Obligations of
each Borrower under this Section 2.24 shall not be diminished or rendered unenforceable by
any winding up, reorganization, arrangement, liquidation, reconstruction or similar proceeding
with respect to any Borrower or the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or any
Lender. The joint and several liability of the Borrowers hereunder shall continue in full force
and effect notwithstanding any absorption, merger, amalgamation or any other change
whatsoever in the name, constitution or place of formation of any of the Borrowers or the
Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or any Lender.

(©) Each Borrower represents and warrants to the Administrative Agent, the
Collateral Agents and Lenders that such Borrower is currently informed of the financial
condition of the Borrowers and of all other circumstances which a diligent inquiry would
reveal and which bear upon the risk of nonpayment of the Obligations. Each Borrower further
represents and warrants to the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents and Lenders that
such Borrower has read and understands the terms and conditions of the Loan Documents.
Each Borrower hereby covenants that such Borrower will continue to keep informed of
Borrowers’ financial condition, the financial condition of other Guarantors, if any, and of all
other circumstances which bear upon the risk of nonpayment or nonperformance of the
Obligations.

(d) Each Borrower waives all rights and defenses arising out of an election
of remedies by the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or any Lender, even though
that election of remedies, such as a nonjudicial foreclosure with respect to security for a
guaranteed obligation, has destroyed the Administrative Agent’s, the Collateral Agents’ or
such Lender’s rights of subrogation and reimbursement against such Borrower by the operation
of any applicable law.

(e) The provisions of this Section 2.24 shall remain in effect until all
Commitments have been terminated and the principal of and interest on each Loan, all fees and
all other expenses or amounts payable under any Loan Document shall have been paid in full
(other than contingent indemnification obligations). If at any time, any payment, or any part
thereof, made in respect of any of the Obligations, is rescinded or must otherwise be restored
or returned by the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or any Lender upon the
insolvency, bankruptcy or reorganization of any of the Borrowers, or otherwise, the provisions
of this Section 2.24 will forthwith be reinstated in effect, as though such payment had not been
made.

® Each of the Borrowers hereby agrees that it will not enforce any of its
rights of contribution or subrogation against the other Borrower with respect to any liability
incurred by it hereunder or under any of the other Loan Documents, any payments made by it
to the Administrative Agent, the Collateral Agents or the Lenders with respect to any of the
Obligations or any collateral security therefor until such time as all of the Obligations have
been paid in full in cash. Any claim which any Borrower may have against any other
Borrower with respect to any payments to the Administrative Agent, Collateral Agents or any
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Lender hereunder or under any other Loan Documents are hereby expressly made subordinate
and junior in right of payment, without limitation, as to any increases in the Obligations arising
hereunder or thereunder, to the prior payment in full in cash of the Obligations and, in the
event of any insolvency, bankruptcy, receivership, liquidation, reorganization or other similar
proceeding under the laws of any jurisdiction relating to any Borrower, its debts or its assets,
whether voluntary or involuntary, all such Obligations shall be paid in full in cash before any
payment or distribution of any character, whether in cash, securities or other property, shall be
made to any other Borrower therefore.

(2) Each of the Borrowers hereby agrees that, after the occurrence and
during the continuance of any Event of Default, the payment of any amounts due with respect
to the Indebtedness owing by any Borrower to any other Borrower is hereby subordinated to
the prior payment in full in cash of the Obligations. Each Borrower hereby agrees that after the
occurrence and during the continuance of any Event of Default, such Borrower will not
demand, sue for or otherwise attempt to collect any Indebtedness of any other Borrower owing
to such Borrower. If, notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, such Borrower shall collect,
enforce or receive any amounts in respect of such Indebtedness, such amounts shall be
collected, enforced and received by such Borrower as trustee for the Administrative Agent, and
such Borrower shall deliver any such amounts to the Administrative Agent for application to
the Obligations in accordance with Section 2.12.

(h) Notwithstanding the foregoing, this Section 2.24 in its entirety is subject
to, and qualified by, the provisions set forth in Section 2.23.

SECTION 3. REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES

To induce the Lead Arrangers, the Agents and the Lenders to enter into this
Agreement and to continue or to make the Loans, each Borrower hereby represents and warrants
to the Lead Arrangers, each Agent and each Lender that as of the Closing Date:

3.1 Financial Condition.

(a) The financial statements for the fiscal years ended December 31, 2007
and 2008, reported on by and accompanied by an unqualified report from
PricewaterhouseCoopers, present fairly in all material respects the consolidated financial
condition of the applicable Company Group Member and its Subsidiaries as at such date, and
the consolidated results of its operations and its consolidated cash flows for the respective
fiscal years then ended. All of the foregoing financial statements, including the related
schedules and notes thereto, have been prepared in accordance with GAAP applied consistently
throughout the periods involved (except as approved by the aforementioned firm of
accountants and disclosed therein). None of the Company Group Members has (i) any material
Contingent Obligations known to it which are not disclosed or referred to in the financial
statements delivered to the Agents in accordance with the provisions of this Section 3.1 or have
not otherwise been disclosed to the Agents in writing, or (ii) incurred any Indebtedness which
is not disclosed in or reflected in such financial statements, or has not otherwise been disclosed
to the Agents in writing, other than Indebtedness permitted hereunder. During the period from
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December 31, 2008 to and including the Closing Date there has been no Disposition by any
Company Group Member of any material part of its business or Property.

(b) The projections set forth in the Approved Budget have been prepared by
the Borrowers in light of the past operations of its business and giving effect to anticipated
developments and the current situation related to the Cases, and reflect projections on a month
by month basis for the fiscal year ending in 2010. Such projections are based upon estimates
and assumptions stated therein, all of which each Borrower believes to be reasonable and fair
in light of current conditions and current facts known to such Borrower and, as of the Closing
Date, reflect such Borrower’s good faith and reasonable estimates of the future financial
performance of such Borrower and its Subsidiaries and of the other information projected
therein for the periods set forth therein; it being understood that projections by their nature are
subject to uncertainty, and, thus, no assurance can be given that the results provided therein
will be actually achieved and actual results during the period or periods covered may differ
from the projections and such differences may be material.

32 No Change. Since December 31, 2008, other than the commencement of
the Cases, there has been no development or event that has had or would reasonably be expected
to have a Material Adverse Effect. Solely with respect to the making of any Delayed Draw
Loans, since the Closing Date, there has been no development or event that has had or would
reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect.

33 Corporate Existence; Compliance with Law. Each Borrower and each
other Company Group Member is duly constituted and organized and validly existing in its
jurisdiction of constitution and, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in a
Material Adverse Effect and, subject to the entry of the Applicable Order and the First Day
Orders, in good standing in all jurisdictions in which it carries on business or is otherwise
required to be so qualified (to the extent such concepts are applicable in the applicable
jurisdiction and except by reason of the commencement of the Cases). Each Company Group
Member has the capacity and power, subject to the entry of the Applicable Order and the First
Day Orders, to hold its assets and carry on the Core Business in each jurisdiction where such
business is carried on except, in the case of Company Group Members other than the Borrowers,
the Guarantors, Soucy GP and Soucy 1, as would not reasonably be expected to result in a
Material Adverse Effect, subject to the entry of the Applicable Order and the First Day Orders
and other than as a result of the Cases (including operation of the automatic stay) and the CCAA
Case. Each Company Group Member is in full compliance in all material respects with all
requirements of applicable law and with all of the conditions attaching to its material permits,
authorizations, licenses, certificates and approvals, including without limitation its constitutive
documents except as would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.
Each Company Group Member holds all the material permits and licenses it requires to operate
the Core Business.

34  Corporate Power; Authorization; Enforceable Obligations. Subject to the
entry of the Applicable Order and the First Day Orders, each Loan Party has the power and
authority, and has taken all necessary steps under applicable law to be authorized to borrow
hereunder, to provide the security under the Security Documents and to execute and deliver and
perform its obligations under this Agreement and each of the Loan Documents to which it is a
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party in accordance with the terms and conditions hereof and thereof. Upon the entry of the
Applicable Order and the First Day Orders, each of this Agreement and each other Loan
Document shall have been duly executed and delivered by duly authorized officers of each Loan
Party that is party hereto or thereto and, upon the issuance and entry of the Interim Order and the
CCAA Initial Order (or the Final Order, when applicable) by the Bankruptcy Court and the
Canadian Court, as applicable, and subject to the terms of such orders, when duly executed by
the other parties thereto (if any) and subject to the terms of the Applicable Order, will be a legal,
valid and binding obligation of the relevant Loan Party, enforceable in accordance with its terms,
except to the extent that the enforceability thereof may be limited by bankruptcy, insolvency, re-
organization and similar laws affecting the enforceability of creditors’ rights generally and the
availability of the equitable remedies of specific performance or injunction.

3.5 Compliance with Law and Contracts. Subject in each case to the issuance
and entry of the Interim Order and the CCAA Initial Order (or the Final Order, when applicable)
by the Bankruptcy Court and the Canadian Court, as applicable, and subject to the terms and
conditions of such orders and other than as contemplated by Section 5.16, the execution and
delivery of and performance of the obligations under this Agreement, each other Loan Document
in accordance with their respective terms by each Loan Party thereto do not require any consents
or approvals, do not violate any Requirement of Law, do not conflict with, violate or constitute a
breach under the constitutive and organizational documents of such Loan Party or under any
Material Agreements, contracts or deeds to which such Loan Party is a party or binding upon it
or its assets and do not result in or require the creation or imposition of any Lien whatsoever on
the assets of any Loan Party, whether presently owned or hereafter acquired, except for
Permitted Liens.

3.6 No Material Litigation.

Other than the Cases and the events set forth in Schedule 3.6, there are no
actions, suits, orders, directives or other legal or regulatory proceedings instituted or pending or,
to the knowledge of any Company Group Member, threatened, against any of them or their
Property before any court or arbitrator or any Governmental Authority or instituted by any
Governmental Authority (i) with respect to the Loan Documents or (ii) which, if decided against
any of the Company Group Members, would, individually or in the aggregate, reasonably be
expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

3.7  No Default. There exists no Default or Event of Default hereunder. Each
of the Company Group Members is in compliance in all material respects with each and every
one of its obligations under Material Agreements with third parties to which it is a party or by
which it is bound, the breach of which would reasonably be expected to result in a Material
Adverse Effect.

3.8  Ownership of Property; Liens. Each of the Company Group Members has
good, valid and marketable title to all of its material properties and assets (or a valid leasehold
interest in any material properties or assets that are leased), free and clear of any Liens other than
Permitted Liens.
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3.9  Intellectual Property. Except as would not reasonably be expected to have
a Material Adverse Effect (a) each Company Group Member owns, or is licensed to use, all
Intellectual Property necessary for the conduct of its business as currently conducted, (b) no
claim has been asserted and is pending by any Person for infringement of any Intellectual
Property or challenging the validity of any Intellectual Property and (c) to each Company Group
Member’s knowledge, the use of Intellectual Property by the Company Group Members does not
infringe on the rights of any Person in any material respect.

3.10 Taxes. Except as set forth on Schedule 4.10, each of the Company Group
Members has filed on a timely basis all federal, provincial, state or other tax returns which it is
required by applicable law to file and all material taxes, assessments and other duties levied by
any Governmental Authority with respect to any Company Group Member have been paid when
due, except to the extent that payment thereof is being contested in good faith by such Company
Group Member in accordance with appropriate procedures, and for which adequate reserves have
been established in the books of the relevant Company Group Member and that the failure to file
tax returns or to make payment of taxes, assessment or other duties would not reasonably be
expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect. Except as set forth on Schedule 3.10, to the
knowledge of the Company, after due inquiry, no material claim is being asserted, and no Lien
has been filed (other than Liens with respect to taxes not yet due and payable), with respect to
any such unpaid tax, assessment or other duty, other than tax assessments or other duties that
would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

3.11 Operation of Core Business; Federal Regulations. The Borrowers and
their respective Subsidiaries operate the Core Business. None of the Company Group Members
is engaged in the business of extending credit for the purpose of purchasing or carrying “margin
stock” or “margin security”, as defined in Regulation U and Regulation X, and no proceeds of
any Loans will be used to purchase or carry any equity security of a class which is registered
pursuant to Section 12 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or any such margin
stock or “margin security”, or for a purpose which violates, or would be inconsistent with,
Regulation T, U or X of the Board. Terms used in this Section 3.11 for which meanings are
provided in Regulation T, U or X of the Board or any regulations substituted therefor, as from
time to time in effect, have the meaning so provided. If requested by any Lender or the
Administrative Agent, the Company will furnish to the Administrative Agent and each Lender a
statement to the foregoing effect in conformity with the requirements of FR Form G-3 or FR
Form U 1 referred to in Regulation U.

3.12 Labor Matters. There are no strikes, stoppages or slowdowns or other
labor disputes against any Company Group Member pending or, to the knowledge of any
Company Group Member, threatened that (individually or in the aggregate) would reasonably be
expected to have a Material Adverse Effect. Hours worked by and payments made to employees
of any Company Group Member have not been in violation of the Fair Labor Standards Act or
any other applicable Requirement of Law dealing with such matters that (individually or in the
aggregate) would reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect. All payments due
from any Company Group Member on account of employee health and welfare insurance that
(individually or in the aggregate) would reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse
Effect if not paid have been paid or accrued as a liability on the books of the relevant Company
Group Member.
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3.13  Pensions and Benefit Plans. (a) ERISA. Except as would not reasonably
be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, (i) no Reportable Event has occurred during
the five-year period prior to the date on which this representation is made or deemed made
with respect to any Single Employer Plan, (i1) each Single Employer Plan that is subject to
Title IV of ERISA has satisfied the minimum funding standards (within the meaning of Section
412 of the Code or Section 302 of ERISA) applicable to such Single Employer Plan, (iii) each
Plan (other than a Multiemployer Plan) has complied in all material respects with the
applicable provisions of ERISA and the Code, (iv) no termination, or institution of proceedings
to terminate or appoint a trustee or administrator, of a Single Employer Plan has occurred, (v)
no Lien in favor of a Single Employer Plan or in favor of the PBGC with respect to a Single
Employer Plan has arisen during the five-year period prior to the date on which this
representation is made or deemed made, (vi) none of the Company Group Members nor any
Commonly Controlled Entity has had, or has taken affirmative steps to undertake, a complete
or partial withdrawal from any Multiemployer Plan, (vii) no Multiemployer Plan is in
Reorganization or Insolvent, and (viii) the expected post-retirement healthcare and life
insurance benefit obligations (determined as of the most recently ended fiscal year in
accordance with Financial Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 106, without regard to
liabilities attributable to continuation coverage mandated by Section 4980B of the Code) of the
Company Group Members have been disclosed in the appropriate financial statements, where
required, and, in any event, would not be expected to result in a liability in excess of
$10,000,000.

(b) Canadian Pension Plans and Canadian Benefit Plans. The Company will
cause to be delivered to the Administrative Agent, promptly upon the Administrative Agent’s
request, a copy of each Canadian Benefit Plan and Canadian Pension Plan (or, where any such
Canadian Benefit Plan or Canadian Pension Plan is not in writing, a complete description of all
material terms thereof) then in effect and, if applicable, all related trust agreements or other
funding instruments and all amendments thereto then in effect, and all written interpretations
thereof and written descriptions thereof that remain applicable and that have been distributed to
employees or former employees of the Company Group Members. The Canadian Pension
Plans are duly registered under the Income Tax Act (Canada) and any other Requirement of
Law which to the knowledge of each Company Group Member requires registration and no
event has occurred which is reasonably likely to cause the loss of such registered status. All
material, if any, obligations of each Company Group Member required to be performed
pursuant to a Requirement of Law and the plan terms in connection with the Canadian Pension
Plans and the funding agreements therefor have been performed in a timely fashion. There
have been no improper withdrawals or applications of the assets of the Canadian Pension Plans
or the Canadian Benefit Plans. Except as would not reasonably be expected to result in a
Material Adverse Effect, (i) there are no outstanding disputes concerning the assets held under
the funding agreements for the Canadian Pension Plans or the Canadian Benefit Plans and (ii)
each Canadian Pension Plan is funded to the extent required by a Requirement of Law and the
plan terms on an ongoing basis, a solvency basis and a wind-up basis (using actuarial methods
and assumptions which are consistent with the valuations last filed with the applicable
Governmental Authorities and which are consistent with generally accepted actuarial
principles). No promises of benefit improvements under the Canadian Pension Plans or the
Canadian Benefit Plans have been made except where such improvement could not have a
Material Adverse Effect. No Pension Plan Termination Event has occurred. Except as would
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not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, (i) all contributions or
premiums required to be made or paid by each Company Group Member, if any, to the
Canadian Pension Plans or the Canadian Benefit Plans have been made or paid in a timely
fashion in accordance with the terms of such plans and all Requirements of Law, (ii) all
employee contributions to the Canadian Pension Plans or the Canadian Benefit Plans by way of
authorized payroll deduction or otherwise have been properly withheld or collected and fully
paid into such plans in a timely manner, (iii) all material reports and disclosures relating to the
Canadian Pension Plans required by such plans and any Requirement of Law to be filed or
distributed have been filed or distributed in a timely manner and (iv) each Company Group
Member has withheld all employee withholdings and has made all employer contributions to
be withheld and made by it pursuant to applicable law on account of Canadian Pension Plans
and the Canadian Benefit Plans, employment insurance and employee income taxes.

3.14 Investment Company Act; Other Laws. None of the Company Group
Members is an “investment company” or an “affiliated person” of, or “promoter” or “principal
underwriter” for, an “investment company”, as such terms are defined in the Investment
Company Act of 1940, as amended (15 U.S.C. § 80a-1 et seq.). Without limiting the foregoing,
none of the Company Group Members is subject to regulation under any other applicable law
which may limit its ability to incur Indebtedness or which may otherwise render its obligations
hereunder or under any other Loan Document in favor of the Secured Parties unenforceable.

3.15 Subsidiaries. The Subsidiaries listed on Schedule 4.15(a) constitute all the
Subsidiaries of Holdings as of the Closing Date. Schedule 4.15(a) sets forth as of the Closing
Date, the exact legal name as reflected on the certificate of incorporation (or formation) and, the
jurisdiction of incorporation (or formation) of each Subsidiary of Holdings and, as to each such
Subsidiary and, the percentage of shares or other interests of each class of Capital Stock owned
by each Company Group Member.

3.16 Environmental Matters. (a) No Company Group Member has received
written notice of any existing claims, demands, orders (including, without limitation, regulatory
and court orders), damages, expenses, suits, actions, causes of action or other similar proceedings
of any nature whatsoever asserted against any Company Group Member, whether threatened in
writing or pending, arising out of or in relation to: (i) the presence of any Hazardous Substance
on, at, in or under any property owned, occupied, managed, controlled or operated by any
Company Group Member, either in the past or the present; or (ii) any past or present activity
(including, without limitation, any releases, discharges, spills or emissions) conducted or
condition existing involving Hazardous Substances not in compliance with applicable
Environmental Laws on, at in or under any property now owned by any Company Group
Member, whether or not conducted by a Company Group Member, in each case which would
reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, except as set forth in Schedule
3.17.

(b) Other than as set forth on Schedule 3.17 and in the assessments listed on
Schedule 5.1(k), and to the best of the knowledge of the Company Group Members, after due

inquiry:
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) there is no Hazardous Substance condition relating to the
environment existing at, on, in or under any real property of any Company Group
Member which constitutes a violation of any Environmental Law or which
exceeds or contravenes any generally accepted standard in the jurisdiction in
which the property is located and which would reasonably be expected to result in
a Material Adverse Effect.

(i1) the business of each Company Group Member is being carried on
so as to comply with all Environmental Laws, except for such noncompliance as
would not reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect;

(iii)  no Hazardous Substance is being or has been released into the
environment contrary to applicable Environmental Laws from any real property
owned or operated by any Company Group Member which would reasonably be
expected to result in any Material Adverse Effect;

(iv)  compliance by the Company Group Members with all current
Environmental Laws would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material
Adverse Effect;

v) none of the Company Group Members is in default in performing
any task or activity or in filing any report, document or information with respect
to its business with any Governmental Authority as required pursuant to
Environmental Laws except as such noncompliance, either individually or in the
aggregate, would not reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect;
and

(vi)  each of the Company Group Members has maintained all
environmental and operating documents and records with respect to its business
substantially in the manner required by all Environmental Laws, except where the
failure to maintain such documents and records would not reasonably be expected
to have a Material Adverse Effect.

(© To the best of the knowledge of the Company Group Members, there are
no present or past environmental conditions or events near the property of any Company Group
Member that would reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

(d) Except as expressly stated otherwise, all representations and warranties
of the Borrowers with respect to environmental matters are contained solely and exclusively in
this Section 3.16, and all other provisions of this Agreement shall be interpreted accordingly.

3.17  Accuracy of Information, etc. No statement or information (other than
projections) contained in this Agreement, any other Loan Document, or any other document,
certificate or statement furnished to the Administrative Agent, the Lead Arrangers, the Agents or
the Lenders or any of them, by or on behalf of any Group Member for use in connection with the
transactions contemplated by this Agreement or the other Loan Documents, taken as a whole,
contained as of the date such statement, information, document or certificate was so furnished,
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any untrue statement of a material fact or omitted to state a material fact necessary in order to
make the statements contained herein or therein not misleading in light of the circumstances
under which such statements were made. The projections are based upon good faith estimates
and assumptions believed by management of Holdings and the Company to be reasonable at the
time made, it being recognized by the Lenders that such financial information as it relates to
future events is not to be viewed as fact and that actual results during the period or periods
covered by such financial information may differ from the projected results set forth therein.
There is no fact known to any Company Group Member that would reasonably be expected to
have a Material Adverse Effect that has not been expressly disclosed herein, in the other Loan
Documents or in any other documents, certificates and statements furnished to the Lead
Arrangers, the Agents and the Lenders for use in connection with the transactions contemplated
hereby and by the other Loan Documents.

3.18  Security Documents. Upon the issuance and entry of the DIP Order and
the CCAA Initial Order by the Bankruptcy Court and the Canadian Court, as applicable, the DIP
Order, the CCAA Initial Order and the applicable Security Documents are effective to create in
favor of the US Collateral Agent, the Canadian Collateral Agent or, in respect of the Soucy
Intercompany Note, the Company (and indirectly the Canadian Collateral Agent), as applicable,
for the benefit of the Secured Parties defined therein, a legal, valid, binding and enforceable Lien
on, and security interest in, the Collateral described therein and proceeds and products thereof, to
the extent (with respect to personal or movable property) that such interest can be created
pursuant to the applicable law or regulation. In the case of the Collateral described in the
applicable Security Documents, when Financing Statements and Mortgages (or, in the sole
discretion of the Lead Arrangers, the Applicable Order) in appropriate form are filed in the
offices specified on Schedule 4.19 (which Financing Statements and Mortgages may be filed by
the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable) at any time, such other
filings as are specified in the applicable Security Documents have been completed (all of which
filings may be filed by the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable,
at any time) and upon the taking of possession or control by the US Collateral Agent or the
Canadian Collateral Agent of Collateral in which a security interest may be perfected only by
possession or control, each of the applicable Security Documents shall constitute a fully
perfected Lien on, and security interest in, all right, title and interest of the Loan Parties in such
Collateral described therein, including the Mortgaged Properties, and the proceeds and products
thereof, as security for the Obligations described in the applicable Security Documents, and prior
and superior in right to any other Person (as set forth in Section 2.18). On or prior to the Closing
Date, the Company will have delivered to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral
Agent, as applicable, or caused to be filed, duly completed UCC or other applicable termination
or discharge statements under Personal Property Security Legislation, signed by the relevant
secured party, if applicable, in respect of each Financing Statement filed in respect of Liens other
than Permitted Liens or otherwise made arrangements reasonably satisfactory to the US
Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, with respect thereto. The
information contained in the Perfection Certificates is true, correct and complete as of the
Closing Date in all material respects.

3.19 Approved Budget.
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The Approved Budget includes and contains all fees, costs and/or expenses that
are projected, in the Loans Parties’ commercially reasonable judgment, to be payable, incurred
and/or accrued by the Borrowers or other Loan Parties (or their respective Subsidiaries) during
the period covered by such Approved Budget. It being understood that the projections in the
Approved Budget are based upon good faith estimates and assumptions believed by management
of the Loan Parties to be reasonable at the time made, it being recognized by the Administrative
Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Lenders that such financial information as it relates to
future events is not to be viewed as fact and that actual results during the period or periods
covered by such financial information may differ from the projected results set forth therein and
such differences may be material.

3.20 Reorganization Matters.

(a) The Chapter 11 Cases were commenced on the Petition Date and the
CCAA Cases were commenced on the CCAA Filing Date, in each case in accordance with
applicable law and proper notice thereof and proper notice for (x) the motion seeking approval
of the Loan Documents and the Applicable Order, (y) the hearing for the approval of the
Interim Order and the CCAA Initial Order and (z) the hearing for the approval of the Final
Order has been given or dispensed with by the terms of the Applicable Order. The Borrowers
shall give, on a timely basis as specified in the Applicable Order, all notices required to be
given to all parties specified in the Applicable Order.

(b) The CCAA Initial Order, the Interim Order (with respect to the period
prior to entry of the Final Order) and the Final Order (with respect to the period on and after
entry of the Final Order), as the case may be, are each in full force and effect and have not
been reversed, stayed, vacated, modified or amended, except as would not result in an Event of
Default hereunder.

3.21 Insurance. Each Company Group Member is insured in accordance with
Section 5.15. As of the Closing Date such insurance is in full force and effect and all premiums
have been duly paid. No Company Group Member has any reason to believe that it will not be
able to renew its existing insurance coverage as and when such coverage expires or to obtain
similar coverage from similar insurers at a cost that would not reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect.

3.22 Real Estate. As of the Closing Date, Schedule 4.22 sets forth a true,
complete and correct list of all material real property owned or leased by any Company Group
Member (but in any event all real property owned or leased by any Company Group Member
that is used or useful in the Core Business) and indicates which such properties are Mortgaged
Properties.

3.23  Valid Liens. Upon the issuance and entry of the DIP Order and the CCAA
Initial Order by the Bankruptcy Court and the Canadian Court, respectively, such orders shall be
effective to create in favor of the Collateral Agents, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, legal,
valid and enforceable Liens on, and security interests in, all of the Loan Parties’ right, title and
interest in and to the Collateral thereunder. Upon the issuance and entry of the DIP Order and
the CCAA Initial Order by the Bankruptcy Court and the Canadian Court, respectively, such
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orders and the Liens created by such orders will constitute fully perfected Liens on, and security
interests in, all right, title and interest of the Loan Parties in such Collateral, in each case with the
priority set forth in Section 2.18 and subject to no Liens other than the Permitted Liens.

3.24  Survival of Representations and Warranties. All of the representations
and warranties made hereunder or under any other Loan Document are true and correct on and as
of the Closing Date (except to the extent such representations and warranties expressly relate to
an earlier date, in which case such representations and warranties shall be true and correct in all
material respects on and as of such earlier date) and shall survive the execution and delivery of
this Agreement and the making of the Loans and the extensions of credit hereunder, as well as
any investigation by or on behalf of any Agent or Lender or the making of any Loan hereunder,
and none of same is or shall be waived, except in writing.

SECTION 4. CONDITIONS PRECEDENT

4.1 Conditions to Effectiveness . The obligation of each Lender to fund the
initial Extensions of Credit requested to be made by it shall be subject to the prior or concurrent
satisfaction [(except to the extent that such conditions are permitted to be satisfied on a post-
closing basis pursuant to Section 5.16 hereof)] of each of the conditions precedent set forth in
this Section 4.1.

(a) Loan Documents. The Administrative Agent shall have received (i) this
Agreement, executed and delivered by a duly authorized officer of the Borrowers, (ii) the
Notes (to the extent requested by any Lender), executed and delivered by a duly authorized
officer of the Borrowers, (iii) the Security Agreements, and the Guarantees, executed and
delivered by a duly authorized officer of each Loan Party party thereto and (iv) a Mortgage
covering each of the Mortgaged Properties, executed and delivered by a duly authorized officer
of each Loan Party party thereto.

(b) Repayment of Prepetition Revolving Obligations. The Prepetition
Revolving Obligations shall have been repaid in full in cash from the proceeds of the Interim
Date Loans made hereunder.

(©) Approvals. Other than with respect to the Applicable Order and subject
to Section 5.16(a), any material governmental and third party approvals and consents necessary
in connection with the Transactions, the other transactions contemplated hereby and the
continuing operations of the Company Group Members shall have been obtained and be in full
force and effect, and all applicable waiting periods shall have expired without any action being
taken or threatened by any competent Governmental Authority that would restrain, prevent or
otherwise impose adverse conditions on the Loans and other transactions contemplated hereby.
There shall be no litigation, governmental, administrative or judicial action, actual or
threatened, that could reasonably be expected to restrain, prevent or impose burdensome
conditions on the Transactions or the other transactions contemplated hereby.

(d) Fees. The Lenders, the Lead Arrangers and the Agents shall have
received all fees required to be paid, and been reimbursed all reasonable expenses for which
invoices have been presented (including reasonable fees, disbursements and other charges of
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counsel to the Lead Arrangers), on or before the Closing Date. All such amounts [will be paid
with proceeds of Interim Date Loans made on the Closing Date and] will be reflected in the
funding instructions given by the Company to the Administrative Agent on or before the
Closing Date.

(e) Lien Searches. The Agents shall have received the results of a recent
lien, tax lien, bankruptcy and judgment search in each of the jurisdictions (including the United
States of America and Canada) or offices in which Financing Statements under applicable
Personal Property Security Legislation or other filings or recordations should be made to
evidence or perfect (with the priority required under the Loan Documents) security interests in
all assets of the Loan Parties (or would have been made at any time during the five years
immediately preceding the Closing Date to perfect Liens on any assets of any Loan Party), and
such search shall reveal no Liens on any of the assets of the Loan Parties, except for Permitted
Liens.

® Closing Certificate. The Administrative Agent shall have received a
certificate of Holdings and each Loan Party, dated the Closing Date, substantially in the form
of Exhibit C, with appropriate insertions and attachments (including the Perfection
Certificates).

(2) Other Certifications. The Administrative Agent shall have received the
following in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to it and the Syndication Agent:

(1) a copy of the charter and other constituting documents and bylaws
of Holdings and each Loan Party and each amendment thereto, certified (as of a
date reasonably near the Closing Date to the extent such certification is obtainable
in the relevant jurisdiction) as being a true and correct copy thereof by the
Secretary of State or other applicable Governmental Authority of the jurisdiction
in which Holdings and each such Loan Party is organized;

(i1) a copy of a certificate of the Secretary of State or other applicable
Governmental Authority, to the extent such certification is obtainable, of the
jurisdiction in which Holdings and each such Loan Party is organized, dated
reasonably near the Closing Date, listing the charter of Holdings and such Loan
Party and each amendment thereto on file in such office and certifying that (A)
such amendments are the only amendments to Holdings’ or such Loan Party’s
charter on file in such office, (B) Holdings and each such Loan Party has paid all
franchise taxes to the date of such certificate (if obtainable in such jurisdiction)
and (C) Holdings and each such Loan Party is duly organized and in good
standing under the laws of such jurisdiction;

(i)  to the extent obtainable, an electronic or facsimile confirmation
from the Secretary of State or other applicable Governmental Authority of each
jurisdiction in which Holdings and each Loan Party is organized certifying that
Holdings and such Loan Party is duly organized and in good standing under the
laws of such jurisdiction on the Closing Date, together with a written
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confirmatory report in respect thereof prepared by, or on behalf of, a filing service
acceptable to the Administrative Agent; and

(iv)  to the extent obtainable, a copy of a certificate of the Secretary of
State or other applicable Governmental Authority of each state or province where
Holdings and any Loan Party is required to be qualified as a foreign corporation
or entity, other than any state or province where the failure to be so qualified
would not reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect, dated
reasonably near the Closing Date, stating that Holdings or such Loan Party is duly
qualified and in good standing as a foreign corporation or entity in each such
jurisdiction and has filed all annual reports required to be filed to the date of such
certificate; and an electronic confirmation, prepared by or on behalf of, a filing
service reasonably acceptable to the Administrative Agent, stating that the
Secretary of State or other applicable Governmental Authority of each such
jurisdiction on the date of the initial extension of credit has confirmed the due
qualification and continued good standing of each such Person as a foreign
corporation or entity in each such jurisdiction on or about such date.

(h) Legal Opinions. The Administrative Agent shall have received the

following executed legal opinions in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to it and the
Syndication Agent:

(1) the legal opinion of Kirkland & Ellis LLP, special US counsel of
the Company Group Members, substantially in the form of Exhibit F-1;

(i1) the legal opinion of [Stikeman Elliott LLP], special Québec
counsel of the Company Group Members, substantially in the form of
Exhibit F-2;

(iii))  the legal opinion of [Troutman Sanders LLP], special Virginia
counsel of the Company Group Members, substantially in the form of Exhibit

F-3; and

(iv)  the legal opinion of [Stewart McKelvey] special Nova Scotia

counsel of certain of the Company Group Members, substantially in the form of Exhibit

F-4.

Each such legal opinion shall cover such other matters incident to the transactions contemplated
by this Agreement as the Administrative Agent and the Syndication Agent may reasonably

require.

(1) Pledged Stock, Stock Powers; Acknowledgment and Consent; Pledged

Notes: Soucy Intercompany Note. The US Collateral Agent and the Canadian Collateral Agent

shall have received (i) the certificates representing all of the shares of Capital Stock pledged
pursuant to the applicable Security Documents, together with an undated stock power and
irrevocable proxy for each such certificate executed in blank by a duly authorized officer of the
pledgor thereof, (ii) an Acknowledgment and Consent, in form and substance reasonably
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satisfactory to the Canadian Collateral Agent, duly executed by any issuer of Capital Stock
pledged pursuant to the applicable Security Documents (x) that is not itself a party to the
applicable Security Documents or (y) which relates to Capital Stock which is not represented
by a title, (iii) each promissory note pledged pursuant to the applicable Security Documents
endorsed (without recourse) in blank (or accompanied by an executed transfer form in blank
reasonably satisfactory to such Agent) by the pledgor thereof, (iv)(x) the Soucy Intercompany
Note and (y) a copy of the hypothec [to be] entered into between Soucy 2 and the Company in
respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note and the direction described in Section 5.9(a)(iii), [all
in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to such Agent] as well as the hypothec on the
Soucy Intercompany Note (including all security therefor) in favor of the Canadian Collateral
Agent, (v) a copy of the guarantee of Soucy 1 in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note and a
copy of the hypothec, debenture and debenture pledge to be entered into by Soucy 1 in respect
thereof, [all in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to such Agent] (vi) a copy of the
guarantee of Soucy GP in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note and a copy of the hypothec,
debenture and debenture pledge to be entered into by Soucy GP in respect thereof, [all in form
and substance reasonably satisfactory to such Agent] (vii) a copy of the guarantee of Arrimage
in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note and a copy of the hypothec, debenture and
debenture pledge to be entered into by Arrimage in respect thereof, and (viii) an executed lease
and hypothec in respect of the agricultural lands held by Stadacona Amalco, all in form and
substance reasonably satisfactory to the Canadian Collateral Agent.1

Q) Filings, Registrations and Recordings. Except as otherwise agreed by
the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, each document
(including, without limitation, any Financing Statement filed pursuant to applicable Personal
Property Security Legislation) required by the Security Documents or under law or otherwise
requested by such Agent to be filed, registered or recorded in order to create in favor of the US
Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit of the
applicable Secured Parties, a perfected Lien on the Collateral described therein, prior and
superior in right to any other Person (other than with respect to Permitted Liens), shall have
been filed, registered or recorded or shall have been delivered to such Agent in proper form for
filing, registration or recordation.

k) Insurance. The Agents shall have received insurance certificates
satisfying the requirements of Section 5.15.

1)) Patriot Act. At least one Business Day before the Closing Date, the
Administrative Agent shall have received all documentation and other information required by
bank regulatory authorities under applicable “know your customer” and anti-money laundering
rules and regulations, including, without limitation, the USA Patriot Act.?

(m)  Representations and Warranties. Each of the representations and
warranties made by Holdings or any Loan Party in or pursuant to any Loan Document shall be
true and correct in all material respects on the Closing Date and the Administrative Agent shall

! Bracketed language to be deleted if new intercompany note is not necessary.

? Please confirm Agent has all required information.
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have received a certificate signed by the chief financial officer of the Borrowers to that effect,
except for representations and warranties expressly stated to relate to a specific earlier date, in
which case such representations and warranties shall be true and correct as of such earlier date.

(n) No Default. No Default or Event of Default shall have occurred and be
continuing on the Closing Date after giving effect to the Extensions of Credit requested to be
made thereon.

(0) Material Adverse Effect. Since December 31, [2008], no event, change
or condition shall have occurred that, individually or in the aggregate, has had, or could
reasonably be expected to have, a Material Adverse Effect.

(p) Commencement of Cases. The Transactions shall have been duly
authorized by each Loan Party and the Cases shall have been commenced by each Loan Party
and each Loan Party shall each be a Debtor and a Debtor-in-Possession.

(@) Agents shall be satisfied with the corporate structure, capital structure,
debt instruments, material contracts, and governing documents of Borrowers and their
Subsidiaries, and the tax effects resulting from the commencement of the Cases and the credit
facility evidenced by this Agreement.

(1) Applicable Orders. Each Applicable Order shall have been entered by
the Bankruptcy Court and Canadian Court (as applicable). No Applicable Order shall (i) have
been vacated, stayed, appealed, reversed, modified or amended; (ii) otherwise not be in full
force and effect or (iii) be subject to a motion for reconsideration, a motion to amend, vary or
appeal or a motion for a stay pending appeal (or similar relief).

(s) First Day Orders. The First Day Orders shall have been entered in the

Cases.

(1) Approved Budget. The Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and
the Lead Arrangers shall have received and be satisfied with the Approved Budget.

(w) Litigation. Other than the commencement and effect of the Cases, there
shall not exist any action, suit, investigation, litigation or proceeding pending or threatened in
any court or before any arbitrator or Governmental Authority that affects any of the
transactions contemplated hereby or that has or could reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect on any of the transactions contemplated hereby, or that has resulted in
or would reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect on the business, assets,
operations or condition (financial or otherwise) of the Borrowers and their respective
Subsidiaries, taken as a whole.

4.2 Additional Conditions to Credit Events. The obligations of the Lenders to
make any Extensions of Credit requested to be made are subject to the satisfaction of the
conditions set forth in Sections 4.1 and 4.3 hereof and, with respect to Delayed Draw Loans, to
the satisfaction that within thirty (30) days following the Petition Date, the Final Status Date
shall have occurred.
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43 Conditions to all Extensions of Credit. The obligations of the Lenders to
make any Extensions of Credit (including the initial Extension of Credit) are subject to the
satisfaction of the following conditions precedent on the relevant borrowing date:

(a) Continuation of Representations and Warranties. The representations
and warranties contained in Article IV shall be true and correct in all material respects on and
as of such borrowing, continuation or conversion date with the same effect as if made on and
as of such date, except for any representation and warranty made as of an earlier date, which
representation and warranty shall remain true and correct in all material respects as of such
earlier date.

(b) No Existing Default. No Default or Event of Default shall have
occurred and be continuing on the borrowing, continuation or conversion date with respect to
such Loan or after giving effect to the Loans to be made, continued or converted on such date.

(c) Approved Budget. The Extensions of Credit so requested shall (i) not
cause the aggregate outstanding amount of the Loans to exceed the amount then authorized by
the Applicable Order and (ii) shall be consistent with the most recently delivered Approved
Budget in effect at such time.

(d) Bankruptcy Matters. At the time of such Extensions of Credit, (i) if such
Extensions of Credit is prior to the issuance and entry and effectiveness of the Final Order, the
Interim Order and the CCAA Initial Order shall not have terminated or expired, and the date of
such Extensions of Credit shall not be more than thirty (30) days after the Petition Date, (ii) if
such Extensions of Credit is after the issuance and entry and effectiveness of the Final Order,
the Final Order shall be effective, and shall not have terminated or expired, (iii) no Applicable
Order shall have been vacated, reversed, stayed, appealed, amended, supplemented or
otherwise modified, (iv) no motion for reconsideration, or to amend, vary or appeal, of any
Applicable Order shall be pending, and (v) no appeal of any Applicable Order shall be pending
and no Applicable Order shall be subject of a stay pending appeal or a motion for a stay
pending appeal.

(e) The Administrative Agent shall have received a Borrowing Notice from
the Borrowers in accordance with Section 2.2.

SECTION 5. AFFIRMATIVE COVENANTS

Each Borrower hereby agrees that, so long as any Commitment remains in effect
or any Loan or other Obligation is owing to any Lender, any Agent or any Lead Arranger
hereunder, each of Holdings and such Borrower shall, and shall cause each of its respective
Subsidiaries to, on and after the Closing Date:

5.1 Financial Statements. Furnish to the Administrative Agent:
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(a) within 150 days after the end of each fiscal year of the Company, a copy
of the audited consolidated balance sheet of the [Company]® and its consolidated Subsidiaries
as at the end of such year and the related audited consolidated statements of income and of
cash flows for such year, setting forth in each case in comparative form the figures as of the
end of and for the previous year reported on, and accompanied by an opinion of
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP or other independent public accountants of recognized national
standing satisfactory to the Administrative Agent (which opinion shall not be qualified as to
scope of the audit or other adverse qualification or exception (other than any “going concern or
other” qualification and qualifications with respect to method of accounting as a result of the
Cases)), stating that such financial statements fairly present, in all material respects, the
consolidated financial condition, results of operations and cash flows of the Company as of the
dates and for the periods specified in accordance with GAAP;

(b) not later than 30 days after the end of each month, a copy of the
unaudited consolidated balance sheet of the [Company] and its consolidated Subsidiaries as at
the end of such month and the related unaudited consolidated statements of income and of cash
flows for such month and the portion of the fiscal year through the end of such month, setting
forth in each case in comparative form the figures as of the end of and for the corresponding
period in the previous year, certified by a Responsible Officer as being fairly stated in all
material respects (subject to normal yearend audit adjustments and the absence of footnotes);
and

(c) by no later than [ ] (for distribution to the Lenders), the
Cash Flow Forecasts, which in each case shall be acceptable to the Majority Lenders (which
acceptance shall not be unreasonably withheld); provided that the Majority Lenders shall first
provide to the Borrowers a detailed written explanation as to why the proposed Cash Flow
Forecasts are unacceptable and the Borrowers shall thereafter have three (3) Business Days in
which to cure any deficiencies identified by the Majority Lenders.

provided that all financial statements delivered from time to time in accordance with the
provisions of Sections 5.1(a), (b) and (c) will be prepared in accordance with GAAP (subject to
normal year end audit adjustments and except for footnote disclosures in the case of Section
5.1(b) and (c)) applied on a consistent basis throughout the periods specified.

5.2 Cettificates; Other Information. Furnish to the Administrative Agent:

(a) [(1)] within five Business Days of receipt thereof by any Company

Group Member, copies of all management letters, exception reports or similar letters or reports
received by such Company Group Member from its accountants or auditors [and (ii) within ten
days of the end of each fiscal year of the Borrowers, a certification of a Responsible Officer of
Soucy 2 in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the Administrative Agent confirming

that Soucy 2 has paid all interest then due and owing on the Soucy Intercompany Note or
acknowledging its indebtedness thereunder, and waiving any prescription right it may have];

3 To confirm.
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(b) concurrently with the delivery of any financial statements pursuant to
Section 5.1(a) (b) or (c), a certificate of a Responsible Officer stating that such Responsible
Officer has obtained no knowledge of any Default or Event of Default except as specified in
such certificate, and (ii) a Compliance Certificate containing all information and calculations
necessary for determining compliance by the Company Group Members with the provisions of
this Agreement referred to therein as of the last day of the fiscal quarter or fiscal year of the
Company, as the case may be;

(©) no later than 15 days prior to December 31, 2010, a reasonably detailed
consolidated budget for 2011 (including a projected consolidated balance sheet of the
[Company] and its Subsidiaries as of the end of such following fiscal year, and the related
consolidated statements of projected cash flow and projected income), and, as soon as
available, significant revisions, if any, of such budget and projections with respect to such
following fiscal year (collectively, the “Projections”) (it being recognized by the Lenders that
such Projections relate to uncertain future events and are not to be viewed as fact, and that
actual results for the periods covered by such Projections may differ significantly from the
projected results), which Projections shall in each case be accompanied by a certificate of a
Responsible Officer stating that such Projections are based on reasonable assumptions;

(d) within five days after the same are sent, copies of all financial statements
and reports that any Company Group Member sends to the holders of any class of its public
debt securities or public equity securities and, within five days after the same are filed, copies
of all financial statements and reports that any Company Group Member may make to, or file
with, the SEC;

(e) within five Business Days of obtaining knowledge thereof: (i) notice of
any event or condition that, individually or in the aggregate with other related events or
conditions, would reasonably be expected to result in the payment by any Company Group
Member, in the aggregate, of a Material Environmental Amount; and (i1) any notice that any
Governmental Authority will deny any application for a material Environmental Permit or
other material Permit sought by, or will revoke or refuse to renew any material Environmental
Permit or any other material Permit held by, a Loan Party, or to impose terms or conditions on
any such material Environmental Permit or other material Permit issued to or to be issued to
any Company Group Member that are materially more burdensome than the current terms and
conditions of such permit, where such denial, revocation, refusal, term or condition could
materially impede or preclude the normal conduct of such Loan Party’s business in respect of
the operation to which such Environmental Permit or material Permit applies;

® concurrently with the delivery of the financial statements referred to in
Section 5.1(a), a report of a reputable insurance broker with respect to the insurance required
by Section 5.15, and, from time to time, such supplemental reports thereto as the
Administrative Agent or the Syndication Agent may reasonably request;

(2) promptly, all documentation and other information required from time to
time by Agents or bank regulatory authorities under applicable “know your customer” and anti-
money laundering rules and regulations, including, without limitation, the USA Patriot Act;
and
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(h) promptly, such additional financial and other information as the
Administrative Agent or the Syndication Agent may from time to time reasonably request.

53 Payment of Obligations. Except as prohibited or excused by the
Applicable Order, the Bankruptcy Code, similar Canadian legislation or by reason of
commencement of the Cases, pay, discharge or otherwise satisfy at or before maturity or before
they become delinquent, as the case may be, all its material obligations (other than Indebtedness,
to the extent not permitted hereby and taxes which will be governed exclusively by Section 5.18)
of whatever nature, except where the amount or validity thereof is currently being contested in
good faith by appropriate proceedings and reserves in conformity with GAAP with respect
thereto have been provided on the books of the applicable Company Group Member.

54 Maintenance of Existence; Permits; Compliance with Law; Contracts and
Other Obligations. (a) Subject to the provisions of Section 6.4 and except as prohibited or
excused by the Applicable Order, the Bankruptcy Code, similar Canadian legislation or by
reason of commencement of the Cases, do or cause to be done all things necessary to (i) preserve
and maintain its existence in full force and effect, and (ii) remain in good standing in all
applicable jurisdictions except in the case of this clause (ii) where the failure to do so would not
reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

(b) Except as prohibited or excused by the Applicable Order, the
Bankruptcy Code, similar Canadian legislation or by reason of commencement of the Cases,
maintain in effect and obtain, where necessary, all such material authorizations, approvals,
licenses or consents of such Governmental Authorities, whether federal, state, provincial or
local, which are necessary or required for any Company Group Member to carry on the Core
Business and to satisfy its obligations hereunder and under the other Loan Documents.

(© Except as prohibited or excused by the Applicable Order, the
Bankruptcy Code, similar Canadian legislation or by reason of commencement of the Cases,
conduct its business in compliance with applicable law, and record or cause to be recorded all
transactions with respect to its business in accordance with GAAP applied on a consistent
basis, and comply with all Requirements of Law and with all the conditions attaching to its
permits, authorizations, licenses, certificates and approvals, in each case if the failure to do so
would reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

(d) Except as prohibited or excused by the Applicable Order, the
Bankruptcy Code, similar Canadian legislation or by reason of commencement of the Cases,
perform all obligations in the ordinary course of business, except to the extent that the non-
fulfilment of the same would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect,
and except where the same are being contested in good faith, if the outcome of such
contestation, if decided adversely to the applicable Company Group Member, would not
reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

5.5 Maintenance of Property. Except as otherwise expressly permitted by this
Agreement, as otherwise prohibited or excused by the Applicable Order, the Bankruptcy Code,
similar Canadian legislation or by reason of commencement of the Cases, and except where
failure to do so would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect,
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maintain or cause to be maintained in good operating condition all of its material assets used or
useful in the conduct of the Core Business, as would a prudent owner of similar property,
whether the same are held under lease or under any agreement providing for the retention of
ownership, and from time to time make or cause to be made thereto all necessary and appropriate
repairs, renewals, replacements, additions, improvements and other works.

5.6  Inspection; Discussions. Allow the employees and representatives of the
Agents and any Lender who, individually or together with its Affiliates, holds or has the power
to control the vote with respect to more than ten percent (10%) of the Loans then outstanding,
during normal business hours and upon reasonable notice, to have access to and inspect the
assets of the Company Group Members, to inspect and take extracts from or copies of the books
and records of the Company Group Members and to discuss the business, financial position, or
operating results of the Company Group Members with the principal officers of the Company
Group Members and, after obtaining the approval of the Company, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld, with the auditors of the Company.

5.7  Notices. Advise the Administrative Agent in writing forthwith upon
obtaining knowledge of the occurrence of any of the following events:

(a) the commencement of any proceeding or investigation by or before any
Governmental Authority or any action or proceeding before any court or arbitrator against a
Company Group Member or any of its property, assets or activities, including, without
limitation, any claim, order or other proceeding under any Environmental Law, which, in the
event that a decision is rendered which is adverse to such Person, would reasonably be
expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, other than in connection with the Cases;

(b) notwithstanding the provisions of the foregoing subclause (a), any
litigation or proceeding affecting any Company Group Member in which the amount involved
is $5,000,000 or more or in which injunctive or similar relief is sought, other than in
connection with the Cases;

(© the following events if, individually or in the aggregate, they would
reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, promptly and in any event
within 30 days after any Company Group Member knows or has reason to know thereof: (i) the
occurrence of any Reportable Event with respect to any Single Employer Plan, a failure to
make any required contribution to a Single Employer Plan, the creation of any Lien in favor of
a Single Employer Plan or in favor of the PBGC with respect to a Single Employer Plan or any
withdrawal from, or the termination, Reorganization or Insolvency of, any Multiemployer Plan,
or (i) the institution or expected institution of proceedings or the taking of any other action by
the PBGC, any Company Group Member or any Commonly Controlled Entity with respect to
the withdrawal from, or the termination, Reorganization or Insolvency of, any Single Employer
Plan or Multiemployer Plan;

(d) promptly following any reasonable request therefor, copies of (i) any
documents described in Section 101(k) of ERISA that any Company Group Member or any
Commonly Controlled Entity may request with respect to any Multiemployer Plan and (ii) any
notices described in Section 101(1) of ERISA that any Company Group Member or any
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Commonly Controlled Entity may request with respect to any Multiemployer Plan; provided
that if any Company Group Member or any Commonly Controlled Entity has not requested
such documents or notices from the administrator or sponsor of the applicable Multiemployer
Plan, the applicable Company Group Member(s) or the Commonly Controlled Entity(ies) shall
promptly make a request for such documents or notices from such administrator or sponsor and
shall provide copies of such documents and notices promptly after receipt thereof;

(e) (i) becoming aware of a Pension Plan Termination Event; (ii) the failure
to make a required contribution or payment under any Canadian Pension Plan when due; (iii)
the occurrence of any event which is reasonably likely to result in any Company Group
Member incurring any material liability, fine or penalty with respect to any Canadian Benefit
Plan or Canadian Pension Plan; (iv) the existence of any report which discloses a Pension Plan
Unfunded Liability, prior to the filing of such report with a Governmental Authority; (v) the
appointment of a third party administrator by any Governmental Authority; and (vi)
withdrawal from or wind-up of any Canadian Multi-Employer Pension Plan;

® the occurrence of any change in the location of any Company Group
Member’s principal place of business, chief executive office, office where it maintains books
and records relating to the Collateral owned by it, office or facility at which Collateral owned
by it is located (if such change adversely affects the rights of the applicable Secured Parties in
such Collateral) or place where any Capital Stock may be transferred or name or jurisdiction;

(2) the occurrence of any fact, event, development or circumstance that
would reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect which is known to any
Company Group Member, acting reasonably; and

(h) any Default or Event of Default,

specifying in each case the relevant details and the action contemplated in respect thereof.

5.8 Environmental Laws. (a) Comply with, and take reasonable measures to
ensure compliance by all tenants and subtenants of real property owned or leased by any of the
Company Group Members, if any, with, all applicable Environmental Laws and Environmental
Permits, and obtain, maintain and comply with, and take reasonable measures to ensure that all
tenants and subtenants obtain, maintain and comply with, any and all Environmental Laws and
Environmental Permits, except where failure to do so would not reasonably be expected to have
a Material Adverse Effect.

(b) Comply in all material respects with all applicable orders and directives
of all Governmental Authorities regarding Environmental Laws, including, without limitation,
such orders and directives to conduct and complete investigations, studies, sampling and
testing, and remedial, removal and other actions required under Environmental Laws, except to
the extent that any such order or directive is being challenged in good faith in proper
proceedings and such compliance is not required during the time frame in which the challenge
remains undecided or otherwise undetermined.
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5.9  Collateral, Etc. Subject to Section 5.16,

(a) (i)  Pursuant to Section 364(c)(2) and (d) of the Bankruptcy Code and
the applicable provisions of the CCAA, cause the Obligations, upon entry of the
Applicable Order, to be secured by valid, binding, enforceable, unavoidable first
priority and fully perfected Liens and court-ordered charges, senior and superior
to the Liens securing any and all of the Prepetition Senior Obligations and/or
Prepetition Junior Obligations, but subject to the Aggregate Reserve Amount and
Prior Senior Liens, on all assets and Property of each Loan Party, whether
Prepetition or Postpetition, real or personal, tangible or intangible Property
(moveable and immoveable), of any kind or nature whatsoever, wherever located,
whether now existing or hereafter acquired or arising, including, without
limitation, all cash (including all proceeds of Collateral, wherever held), Cash
Equivalents, bank accounts, accounts, other receivables, chattel paper, contract
rights, inventory, instruments, documents, securities (whether or not marketable),
equipment, machinery, goods, fixtures, real property interests, intellectual
property, vehicles, general intangibles, investment property, supporting
obligations, letter of credit rights, commercial tort claims, one hundred percent
(100%) of the Capital Stock of each such Loan Party’s direct and indirect
domestic and foreign Subsidiaries (other than the Capital Stock of any Excluded
Non US Subsidiary of the Company, in respect of which only 65% of the voting
Capital Stock and 100% of the non-voting Capital Stock shall be subject to such
Lien), all intercompany notes held by any Loan Party, the Soucy Intercompany
Note, contract rights, leases, insurance policies, trademarks, trade names, licenses,
rights to payment including tax refund claims, and causes of action (exclusive of
actions for preferences, fraudulent conveyances, and other avoidance power
claims under Chapter 5 of the Bankruptcy Code and any similar actions under the
laws of Canada (the “Avoidance Actions” ) but including the proceeds and
recoveries from the Avoidance Actions (the “Avoidance Action Proceeds”) upon
entry and approval of the Final Order), and the proceeds, products, offspring,
rents and profits of all of the foregoing, including, without limitation, insurance
proceeds; provided however, the Avoidance Actions and Avoidance Action
Proceeds shall be substantially the last collateral used to repay the Obligations.

(i1) The Obligations of the Borrowers shall at all times be
(x) guaranteed by each Guarantor (each such guarantee, a “Guarantee™). The
obligations in respect of the Guarantee of each Guarantor shall at all times be
secured by a perfected first priority Lien (except for, other than in the case of
Capital Stock,* Prior Senior Liens and the Aggregate Reserve Amount) (subject,
solely in the case of any Property with respect to which a purchase money lien or
lien on a Capital Lease Obligations permitted hereunder is in effect, to such
purchase money lien),

(iii)  the obligations in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note shall at
all times be (x) guaranteed by Soucy GP and each Subsidiary of Soucy 2 (each

4 Note: Not all Permitted Liens will be senior.
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such guarantor in such capacity a “Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantor” and
each such guarantee a “Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantee”) and (y) secured by
a perfected first priority Lien (except for, other than in the case of Capital Stock,
Prior Senior Liens and the Aggregate Reserve Amount) on all Property of Soucy
2 (subject, solely in the case of any Property with respect to which a purchase
money lien or lien on a Capital Lease Obligation permitted hereunder is in effect),

(iv)  the obligations in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note
Guarantee of each Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantor shall at all times be
secured by a perfected first priority Lien (except for, other than in the case of
Capital Stock, Prior Senior Liens and the Aggregate Reserve Amount) on all
Property of such Soucy Intercompany Note Guarantor (subject, solely in the case
of any Property with respect to which a purchase money lien or lien on a Capital
Lease Obligation permitted hereunder is in effect).

Subject to Section 8.2, any of the Liens referred to in this Section 5.9 on Canadian Property
(other than those granted in support of the obligations of Soucy 2 in respect of the Soucy
Intercompany Note, which shall be made in favor of the Company, as holder of the Soucy
Intercompany Note, and which shall be hypothecated to support the Obligations as set forth
herein and in the other Loan Documents) shall be made in favor of the Canadian Collateral
Agent (either as agent or in the capacity described in Section 8.1(b), or in favor of the
Administrative Agent in the case of the pledges of debentures) for the benefit of the Secured
Parties, and any of the Liens referred to in this Section 5.9 on US Property (other than those
granted in support of the obligations in respect of the Soucy Intercompany Note, which shall be
made in favor of the Company, as holder of the Soucy Intercompany Note, and which shall be
hypothecated to support the Obligations as set forth herein and in the other Loan Documents)
shall be made in favor of the US Collateral Agent for the benefit of the Secured Parties.

(b) With respect to any Property acquired after the Closing Date by any
Company Group Member (other than any Property described in Section 5.9(d) or Section
5.9(e), as to which the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for
the benefit of the Secured Parties, does not have a perfected Lien, promptly (i) execute and
deliver to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent as applicable, such
amendments to the applicable Security Documents or such other documents as the US
Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, deems necessary or advisable
to grant to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the
benefit of the Secured Parties, a valid security interest and/or other applicable Lien in such
Property and (ii) take all actions necessary or advisable to grant to the US Collateral Agent or
the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, a perfected
first-priority security interest and/or other applicable Lien (subject to Prior Senior Liens and
the Aggregate Reserve Amount) in such Property, including without limitation, the filing of
Financing Statements under applicable Personal Property Security Legislation in such
jurisdiction as may be required by the applicable Security Documents or by law or as may be
requested by the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable.

(©) With respect to any fee interest (or if requested by the Administrative
Agent leasehold interest, to the extent such leasehold is created under a triple net ground lease
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or similar transaction, subject to paragraph (g) below) in any real property having a value
(together with improvements thereof) of at least $500,000 acquired after the Closing Date by
any Company Group Member (other than any such real property owned by an Excluded Non
US Subsidiary), promptly (i) execute and deliver a first-priority Mortgage (subject to Prior
Senior Liens and the Aggregate Reserve Amount) in favor of the US Collateral Agent or the
Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, covering such
real property, (ii) if requested by the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent,
provide the Lenders with (x) (1) if such property is located outside Canada, title and extended
coverage insurance, covering such real property in an amount at least equal to the purchase
price of such real property (or such other amount as shall be reasonably specified by the US
Collateral Agent) as well as a recent ALTA survey thereof complying with the provisions of
Section 5.16(b), together with a surveyor’s certificate and (2) if such property is located within
Canada, a reasonably satisfactory title opinion covering such real property or title insurance
complying with clause (1) (except that the reference to the US Collateral Agent shall be to the
Canadian Collateral Agent) and (y) any consents or estoppels reasonably deemed necessary or
advisable by the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, in
connection with such Mortgage, to the extent that such consents or estoppels may be obtained
using commercially reasonable efforts without payment of money and without obligation to
commence litigation, each of the foregoing in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the
US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, and (iii) if requested by
the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, deliver to such Agent
legal opinions relating to the matters described above, which opinions shall be in form and
substance, and from counsel, reasonably satisfactory to such Agent.

(d) With respect to (i) any new Subsidiary (other than an Excluded Non US
Subsidiary) created or acquired after the Closing Date by any Company Group Member and
(i1) any Excluded Non US Subsidiary, whether existing on the Closing Date or thereafter
created or acquired, upon such Excluded Non US Subsidiary becoming a Subsidiary other than
an Excluded Non US Subsidiary (such Subsidiary being referred to in this Section 5.9(¢) as a
new Subsidiary), promptly (i) execute and deliver to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian
Collateral Agent, as applicable, such amendments to the Security Documents as such Agent
deems necessary or advisable to grant to such Agent, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, a
perfected first-priority security interest in the Capital Stock of such new Subsidiary, (ii) deliver
to such Agent the certificates representing such Capital Stock, together with undated stock
powers, in blank, executed and delivered by a duly authorized officer of the applicable
Company Group Member, (iii) cause such new Subsidiary (A) to become a party to the
applicable Security Documents and (B) to take such actions necessary or advisable to grant to
the applicable Agent for the benefit of the Secured Parties a perfected first-priority security
interest (except for, other than in the case of Capital Stock, Prior Senior Liens and the
Aggregate Reserve Amount) in the Collateral described in the Security Documents with
respect to such new Subsidiary, including, without limitation, the execution and delivery by all
necessary persons of control agreements, and the filing of Financing Statements under
applicable Personal Property Security Legislation in such jurisdictions as may be required by
the Security Documents or by law or as may be requested by such Agent, and (iv) if requested
by such Agent, deliver to such Agent legal opinions relating to the matters described above,
which opinions shall be in form and substance, and from counsel, reasonably satisfactory to
such Agent.
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(e) With respect to any Excluded Non US Subsidiary created or acquired
after the Closing Date by the Borrowers or any of their respective Subsidiaries (other than by
any Excluded Non US Subsidiary), promptly (i) execute and deliver to the US Collateral Agent
or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, such amendments to the applicable Security
Documents or such other documents as such Agent deems necessary or advisable in order to
grant to such Agent, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, a perfected first-priority security
interest in the Capital Stock of such new Subsidiary (provided that in no event shall more than
65% of the total outstanding voting Capital Stock of any such Excluded Non US Subsidiary be
required to be so pledged), (ii) deliver to such Agent the certificates representing such Capital
Stock, together with irrevocable proxies, undated stock powers, in blank, executed and
delivered by a duly authorized officer of the applicable Company Group Member, and take
such other action as may be necessary or, in the opinion of such Agent, desirable to perfect the
Lien of such Agent thereon, and (iii) if reasonably requested by such Agent, deliver to such
Agent legal opinions relating to the matters described above, which opinions shall be in form
and substance, and from counsel, reasonably satisfactory to such Agent.

® Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 5.9, with
respect to any leasehold interest in property that is used in the operation of any mill or
manufacturing, processing or other facility operated in the Core Business and that is required to
be encumbered with a first-priority Mortgage pursuant to paragraph (c) of this Section 5.9, (i)
the applicable Company Group Member shall use commercially reasonable efforts (excluding
commencing litigation) to obtain (y) (1) a memorandum or notice of lease in recordable (or
registerable) form with respect to such leasehold interest, executed and acknowledged by the
lessor of such leasehold interest, or (2) evidence that the applicable lease with respect to such
leasehold interest or a memorandum or notice thereof has been recorded (or registered) in all
places necessary, in the US Collateral Agent’s or Canadian Collateral Agent’s, as applicable,
reasonable judgment, to give constructive notice to third-party purchasers of such leasehold
interest, and (z) any lessor or mortgagee consent or approval of such Mortgage as may be
required pursuant to the terms of the applicable lease with respect to such leasehold interest,
and (ii) if the applicable Company Group Member shall fail to obtain the documents referred to
in clauses (y) or (z) above with respect to any such leasehold interest after using commercially
reasonable efforts to do so, the applicable Company Group Member shall have no further
obligation to comply with paragraph (c) of this Section 5.9 with respect to the applicable
leasehold interest. The Company shall promptly, upon request, provide the US Collateral
Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, with a report in reasonable detail
summarizing the commercially reasonable efforts undertaken to obtain the items referenced in
this Section 5.9(g).

(2) Nothing in this Section 5.9 (or the failure of any party to comply or
enforce this Section 5.9) shall amend, modify, affect or limit the terms and conditions of the
Applicable Order or the granting, attachment and perfection of the Liens granted thereunder or
in connection therewith.

5.10 Use of Proceeds.

(a) Utilize the proceeds of the Loans and the proceeds of Collateral solely in
a manner consistent with the Approved Budget for the financing of their ordinary working

73
NY\1620408.3



capital and general corporate needs; provided that Borrowers shall utilize the proceeds of the
Loans which are incurred on the Closing Date to repay in full the Prepetition Revolving
Obligations and provided further that the Approved Budget shall permit the Borrowers to pay
the Management Fee in accordance with the Management Agreement and this Agreement.

(b)  Not use the proceeds of the Loans or the proceeds of Collateral: (i) for
the payment of any Prepetition Junior Obligation, Subordinated Debt, other than the Soucy
Intercompany Note® (except for amounts approved by the Bankruptcy Court and Canadian
Court in the First Day Orders and the initial CCAA Order, as applicable, that are consistent
with the Approved Budget), (ii) to finance in any way any action, suit, arbitration, proceeding,
application, motion or other litigation of any type adverse to (a) the interests of Agents and
Lenders or their rights and remedies under this Agreement, the other Loan Documents, or the
Applicable Orders, or (b) the interests of the Prepetition Senior Agents and Prepetition Senior
Lenders or their rights and remedies under the Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement, the other
Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, or the Applicable Orders, including, without limitation,
for the payment of any services rendered by the professionals retained by the Loan Parties or
any Committee in connection with the assertion of or joinder in any claim, counterclaim,
action, proceeding, application, motion, objection, defense or other contested matter, the
purpose of which is to seek, or the result of which would be to obtain, any order, judgment
determination, declaration or similar relief (x) invalidating, setting aside, avoiding or
subordinating, in whole or in part, the Prepetition Senior Obligations or the Liens securing
same, or the Obligations or the Liens securing same, (y) for monetary, injunctive or other
affirmative relief against any Prepetition Senior Lender or Prepetition Senior Agent or any
Lender or Agent or their respective collateral or claims, or (z) preventing, hindering or
otherwise delaying the exercise by any Prepetition Senior Lender, Prepetition Senior Agent,
Lender or Agent of any rights and remedies under the Applicable Order, the Prepetition Senior
Loan Documents, the Loan Documents or applicable law, or the enforcement or realization
(whether by foreclosure, credit bid, further order of the court or otherwise) by any or all of the
Prepetition Senior Lenders, the Prepetition Senior Agents, the Lenders and the Agents upon
any of their respective collateral; (iii) except as expressly permitted by this Agreement, to pay
any fees or similar amounts to any person who has proposed or may propose to purchase
interests in any Borrower or any other Loan Party (including so-called “Topping Fees,” “Exit
Fees,” and similar amounts) and/or (iv) to investigate, conduct discovery for, assert, join,
commence, support, finance or prosecute, or pay or reimburse any fees, costs or expenses
related to the foregoing for, any action for preferences, fraudulent conveyances, substantive
consolidation, re-characterization, other avoidance power claims or any other claim, counter-
claim, action, proceeding, application, motion, objection, defense, or other contested matter
seeking any order, judgment, determination or similar relief against, or adverse to the interests
of, any Agent, Lender, Prepetition Senior Agent or Prepetition Senior Lenders, or any of their
respective officers, directors, employees, agents, attorneys, professionals, affiliates,
subsidiaries, assigns, or successors, including, without limitation, “lender liability” claims and
causes of action, any actions under chapter 5 of the Bankruptcy Code or any other similar
claims and causes of action under Canadian law, in each case without the prior written consent

> Discuss.
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of the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Lead Arrangers given in their sole

discretion.

5.11 Pension and Benefits Plans.

(a) ERISA Documents. The Company will cause to be delivered to the

Administrative Agent, promptly upon the Administrative Agent’s reasonable request, any or all
of the following: (i) the most recent determination letter issued by the Internal Revenue Service
with respect to each Plan (other than any Plan of a Commonly Controlled Entity); (ii) for the
most recent plan year preceding the Administrative Agent’s request, Annual Reports on Form
5500 Series required to be filed with any governmental agency for each Single Employer Plan;
(ii1) any information that has been provided to the Company or any Commonly Controlled Entity
regarding withdrawal liability under any Multiemployer Plan; and (iv) any agreements between
the PBGC and the Company or any Commonly Controlled Entity with respect to any Plan.

NY\1620408.3

(b) Canadian Pension Plans and Canadian Benefit Plans.

6)) Each Company Group Member shall obtain and provide the
Administrative Agent with written confirmation from the applicable
Governmental Authorities that each Canadian Pension Plan adopted by any
Company Group Member which is required to be registered under the /ncome Tax
Act (Canada) or any other Requirement of Law has been registered. Subject to
any power or right of the Company Group Member to terminate a Canadian
Pension Plan in whole or in part, each Company Group Member shall ensure that
each Canadian Pension Plan retains its registered status under and is administered
in all material respects in accordance with the applicable pension plan text,
funding agreement, the /ncome Tax Act (Canada) and all other Requirements of
Law.

(i1) Each Company Group Member shall cause all reports and
disclosures relating to any Canadian Pension Plan that are required by the plan or
any Requirement of Law to be filed or distributed in a timely manner.

(iii)  Each Company Group Member shall perform in all material
respects all obligations (including (if applicable), funding, investment and
administration obligations) required to be performed by it in connection with each
Canadian Pension Plan and Canadian Benefit Plan and the funding media
therefor; make all contributions and pay all premiums required to be made or paid
by it in accordance with the terms of the plan and all Requirements of Law and
withhold by way of authorized payroll deductions or otherwise collect and pay
into the plan all employee contributions required to be withheld or collected by it
in accordance with the terms of the plan and all Requirements of Law; and ensure
that, except as would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse
Effect, to the extent that the Company Group Member has a Canadian Pension
Plan which is a defined benefit pension plan, such plan is funded to the extent
required by law, both on an ongoing basis and on a solvency basis (using actuarial
methods and assumptions which are consistent with the valuations last filed with
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the applicable Governmental Authorities and which are consistent with generally
accepted actuarial principles).

(iv)  The Company shall deliver to the Administrative Agent,
(A) promptly on request, copies of each annual and other return, report or
valuation with respect to each Canadian Pension Plan filed by any Company
Group Member with any applicable Governmental Authority; (B) promptly on
request, a copy of any material direction, order or notice that any Company Group
Member may receive from any applicable Governmental Authority with respect to
any Canadian Pension Plan; and (C) notification within 30 days of any material
increases in the benefits of any existing Canadian Pension Plan or Canadian
Benefit Plan, or the establishment of any new Canadian Pension Plan or Canadian
Benefit Plan, or the commencement of contributions to any Canadian Pension
Plan or Canadian Benefit Plan to which it was not previously contributing.

5.12 Landlords’ Agreements, Mortgagee Agreements, Bailee Letters, Real
Estate Purchases. Without limiting any other provision herein, use commercially reasonable
efforts to obtain a landlord’s agreement, mortgagee agreement or bailee letter, as applicable,
from the lessor of each leased property, mortgagee of owned property or bailee with respect to
any warehouse, processor or converter facility or other location where Collateral having a value
of greater than $500,000 is stored or located, which agreement or letter shall contain a waiver or
subordination of all Liens or claims that the landlord, mortgagee or bailee may assert against the
Collateral at that location, and shall otherwise be reasonably satisfactory in form and substance
to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable. Each Loan Party
shall timely and fully pay and perform its obligations under all leases and other agreements with
respect to each leased location or public warehouse where any Collateral with a value in excess
of $500,000 is or may be located.

5.13  Ratings. No later than the date that is ten (10) days after the Closing Date,
the Company will initiate the process with Moody’s and S&P to obtain a rating (but not any
specified rating) on the DIP Facility and will use its best efforts to obtain such rating from
Moody’s and S&P within ninety (90) days after the Closing Date.

5.14  Further Assurances.

(a) From time to time execute and deliver, or cause to be executed and
delivered, such additional instruments, certificates or documents, and take all such actions, as
the Agents may reasonably request for the purposes of implementing or effectuating the
provisions of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents, or of more fully perfecting or
renewing the rights of the Administrative Agent, the US Collateral Agent, the Canadian
Collateral Agent and the Lenders with respect to the Collateral (or with respect to any additions
thereto or replacements or proceeds or products thereof or with respect to any other Property or
assets hereafter acquired by any Company Group Member which may be deemed to be part of
the Collateral) pursuant hereto or thereto. Upon the exercise by any Agent or any Lender of
any power, right, privilege or remedy pursuant to this Agreement or the other Loan Documents
which requires any consent, approval, recording, qualification or authorization of any
Governmental Authority, the Company will execute and deliver, or will cause the execution
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and delivery of, all applications, certifications, instruments and other documents and papers
that such Agent or Lender may reasonably require to be obtained from the Company or any of
its respective Subsidiaries (other than Immaterial Subsidiaries) for such governmental consent,
approval, recording, qualification or authorization.

(b) Preserve and protect the Lien status of each respective Mortgage and, if
any Lien (other than unrecorded Liens permitted under Section 6.3 that arise by operation of
law) is asserted against a Mortgaged Property, promptly, and at its expense, give the US
Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, a detailed written notice of
such Lien and pay the underlying claim in full or take such other action so as to cause it to be
released or bonded over in a manner reasonably satisfactory to such Agent.

() From time to time execute and deliver, or cause to be executed and
delivered, such additional instruments, certificates or documents, and take all such actions, as
the Agents may reasonably request in order to (i) permit the Agents and their designees to
have, after the occurrence and during the continuance of an Event of Default, reasonable, non-
exclusive access to any real property, equipment and fixtures as necessary or appropriate to
remove, sell or otherwise dispose of, any Collateral, and (ii) grant to the Agents and their
designees a royalty-free non-exclusive license to, after the occurrence and during the
continuance of an Event of Default, use any patent, trademark, copyright or other proprietary
information of the Borrowers or any Guarantor in connection with the manufacture or
production of, or sale or other disposition of, any Collateral.

(d) The Borrowers shall deliver or cause to be delivered to the
Administrative Agent and the Administrative Agent’s counsel (so long as such counsel has
been identified to the Borrowers on or prior to the date of delivery thereof) all pleadings,
motions and other documents filed on behalf of all of the Loan Parties with the Bankruptcy
Court and Canadian Court.

5.15 Insurance. Maintain insurance coverage with responsible insurers, in
amounts and against risks normally insured by owners of similar businesses or assets in areas
which are generally similar to those in which such Company Group Member is engaged,
including business interruption insurance. All such policies of insurance (or the loss payable and
additional insured endorsements delivered to the US Collateral Agent and the Canadian
Collateral Agent) will contain a standard “mortgage clause” reasonably acceptable to such
Agents providing that no such policy may be cancelled or modified without the insurer providing
at least 30 days’ prior written notice to such Agents, and each Loan Party shall deliver to the US
Collateral Agent and the Canadian Collateral Agent, as the case may be, in form and substance
reasonably satisfactory to such Agent, endorsements to all (a) property insurance (other than any
property insurance solely with respect to inventory) naming such Agent, on behalf of the Secured
Parties, as loss payee, and (b) all general liability and other liability policies naming such Agent
and the other Agents and Lenders, as additional insured. The insurance policies confirming the
insurance required hereunder shall not contain any co-insurance provisions except to the extent
such co-insurance provisions would normally appear in policies covering other Persons engaged
in similar businesses and owning similar properties as the Company Group Members, and
consistent with prudent business practices.

77
NY\1620408.3



5.16  [Post-Closing Deliverables. [RESERVED]

(b) [Consider adding Collateral Documents, if necessary].

5.17 Litigation. Diligently and in good faith contest or otherwise seek to
resolve any actions, suits or legal proceedings instituted and outstanding or pending against it,
the outcome of which would reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect, and
make such reserves or other appropriate provision therefor, if any, as shall be required by GAAP,
other than in connection with the Cases and except as executed or prohibited by the Applicable
Order, the Bankruptcy Code or the CCAA.

5.18 Taxes. Except as prohibited or excused by the Applicable Order, the
Bankruptcy Code, the CCAA or by reason of commencement of the Cases, timely pay all taxes,
assessments and other governmental duties which are imposed on it or on its income or profits or
its assets, when due and payable, provided that no such tax, assessment or duty need be paid if
(a) it is being contested in good faith by appropriate proceedings promptly initiated and
diligently conducted and adequate reserves or other appropriate provisions, if any, as shall be
required by GAAP shall have been made therefor, or (b) the outcome of such contest, if adverse
to such Person, would not reasonably be expected to result in a Material Adverse Effect.

5.19 Plan of Reorganization and Sale Milestones.

(a) Each of the Loan Parties will, and will cause each of its Subsidiaries to,
cause each of the following events to occur within the time periods specified below (for which
time is of the essence):®

(1) On or before April 23, 2010, the Loan Parties shall file and
properly serve a motion, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative
Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “SISP Motion”) seeking
Canadian Court and Bankruptcy Court approval of a sale and investor solicitation
process (“SISP”) and procedures related thereto (“SISP Procedures”) for all or
substantially all assets of the Loan Parties and their respective Subsidiaries, which
SISP Procedures shall provide, among other things, a deadline of June 15, 2010
for parties to submit non-binding letters of interest to the Loan Parties and a
deadline of July 15, 2010 for parties to submit binding commitment letters to the
Loan Parties, in each case for all or substantially all assets of the Loan Parties and
their respective Subsidiaries.

(i)  On or before April 30, 2010, the Loan Parties shall file and
properly serve a motion, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative
Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Bar Date Motion”) seeking
Canadian Court and Bankruptcy Court approval of a claims process and
establishing a claims bar date.

% [Milestones and deadlines still under review]
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(iii)  On or before May 1, 2010, the Canadian Court and Bankruptcy
Court shall each have entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the
Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “SISP
Order”) approving the SISP Motion, SISP and SISP Procedures, and the Loan
Parties shall have commenced the sale and investor solicitation process in
accordance with the SISP Procedures.

(iv)  On or before May 14, 2010, the Canadian Court and Bankruptcy
Court shall each have entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the
Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Bar Date
Order”) approving the Bar Date Motion and the claims process and establishing
the claims bar date.

v) On or before June 15, 2010, the Loan Parties shall have entered
into a lock-up and plan support agreement, in form and substance acceptable to
the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, with
Prepetition Senior Lenders that, in the aggregate, hold at least two-thirds (2/3) in
principal amount of the Prepetition Senior Obligations outstanding under the
Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement.

(vi)  On or before June 30, 2010, the Loan Parties shall file and properly
serve a motion, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “CCAA Meeting Motion”) seeking
Canadian Court approval for the calling of meetings of creditors to vote on the
CCAA Plan (as defined below).

(vii)  On or before June 30, 2010, the Loan Parties shall file and properly
serve (a) a plan of reorganization, compromise or arrangement in respect of the
CCAA Cases (the “CCAA Plan”) and (b) a plan of reorganization in respect of the
Chapter 11 Case (the “US Plan”) and disclosure statement related thereto (the
“Disclosure Statement”), in each case in form and substance acceptable to the
Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders.

(viii)  On or before July 9, 2010, the Canadian Court shall have entered
an order, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “CCAA Meeting Order”)
approving the CCAA Meeting Motion and calling of meetings of creditors to vote
on the CCAA Plan.

(ix)  On or before August 2, 2010, the Bankruptcy Court shall have
entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Disclosure Statement Order™)
approving the Disclosure Statement.

x) On or before August 30, 2010, the Loan Parties shall hold a
meeting of creditors to vote on the CCAA Plan.
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(xi)  On or before September 3, 2010, the Canadian Court shall have
entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “CCAA Sanction Order™)
sanctioning the CCAA Plan.

(xii)  On or before September 15, 2010, the Bankruptcy Court shall have
entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Confirmation Order”) confirming
the US Plan.

(xiii)) On or before September 27, 2010, the Loan Parties shall have
substantially consummated the transactions contemplated by the CCAA Plan and
US Plan, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative Agent,
Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, and the effective date under each such
plan shall have occurred.

(b) In the event that the Loan Parties fail to comply with the milestone

contained in either clause (v) or clause (vii) above, then each of the Loan Parties will, and will
cause each of its Subsidiaries to, cause each of the following events to occur within the time
periods specified below (for which time is of the essence):’

(1) On or before August 2, 2010, the Loan Parties shall have entered
into an asset purchase agreement, with a purchase price and on terms and
conditions acceptable to the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and
Majority Lenders, (the “Stalking Horse Purchase Agreement”) for the sale of all
or substantially all assets of the Loan Parties and their respective Subsidiaries
(collectively, the “Subject Assets”) with one or more financially viable third
parties (the “Stalking Horse Bidder”).

(i1) On or before August 2, 2010, the Loan Parties shall file and
properly serve a motion, in form and substance acceptable to the Administrative
Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Sale Motion”) seeking
Canadian Court and Bankruptcy Court approval of: (a) the sale of the Subject
Assets to the Stalking Horse Bidder pursuant to the Stalking Horse Purchase
Agreement, subject to higher and better offers; (b) bidding procedures (acceptable
to the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders) in
connection with the sale of the Subject Assets (the “Bidding Procedures”); and (c)
the scheduling of an auction and sale hearing with respect thereto (the “Auction”
and “Sale Hearing”, respectively).

(iii)  On or before August 16, 2010, the Canadian Court and Bankruptcy
Court shall each have entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the
Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Bidding
Procedures Order™): (a) approving the Stalking Horse Purchase Agreement and
the Bidding Procedures; and (b) the scheduling the Auction and Sale Hearing.

" [Milestones and deadlines still under review]
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(iv)  On or before August 23, 2010, the Loan Parties shall conduct the
Auction for the Subject Assets.

(v) On or before August 26, 2010, the Canadian Court and Bankruptcy
Court shall each have entered an order, in form and substance acceptable to the
Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders, (the “Sale
Order”) approving the sale of the Subject Assets to the Stalking Horse Bidder
pursuant to the Stalking Horse Purchase Agreement or to the Person otherwise
submitting the highest and otherwise best bid(s) for the Subject Assets at the
Auction, as acceptable to the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and
Majority Lenders (such bidder making the highest and otherwise best bid,
including the Stalking Horse Bidder, the “Winning Bidder” and such highest and
otherwise best bid, the “Winning Bid”).

(vi)  On or before September 11, 2010, the transactions contemplated in
the Winning Bid made by the Winning Bidder shall have been consummated.

(©) In making their respective determinations with respect to the Stalking
Horse Purchase Agreement and Winning Bid, the Administrative Agent, Syndication Agent and
Majority Lenders may (but are not required to) consider and take into account, among other
things, the amount and form of consideration proposed by the applicable purchaser, the
creditworthiness of the applicable purchaser, the financial and contractual terms of the applicable
purchase agreement and the factors relevant to the sale process, including those factors affecting
the speed and certainty of consummating an the applicable sale transaction.

5.20 Approved Budget.

(a) Use the proceeds of Loans made under this Agreement and any cash
maintained by the Loan Parties solely in a manner consistent with the Approved Budget.

(b) Provide to the Administrative Agent, so that such reports are actually
received within four (4) Business Days following the Friday of each week (the “Report Date™),
weekly line-by-line certified variance reports for such preceding weekly period and on a
cumulative basis from the Petition Date to such Report Date, comparing actual cash receipts
and disbursements to amounts projected in the Approved Budget, in form and scope acceptable
to the Administrative Agent and Syndication Agent.

(©) On the fourth (4th) Business Day of each week beginning with the first
full week after the Petition Date until the Maturity Date, deliver to the Administrative Agent an
updated, “rolling” 13-week budget which sets forth by line item updated projected receipts and
disbursements for the Borrowers and Loan Parties during the period commencing from the end
of the previous week through and including the thirteen weeks thereafter; provided that the
Borrowers and Loan Parties shall still be subject to and be governed by the terms of the
Approved Budget then in effect and the Agents and Lenders shall, as applicable, have no
obligation to fund to such updated “rolling budget” or permit the use of Loan or Collateral
proceeds with respect thereto.
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(d) By no later than the date that is five (5) Business Days prior to the end
of the period covered by the then applicable Approved Budget, deliver to the Administrative
Agent a Supplemental Approved Budget.

(e) No later than 15 days after each month, deliver to the Administrative
Agent a report detailing for the prior month (i) professional fees and expenses that have been
invoiced but unpaid to date in the Cases, (ii) the accumulated “hold-back” of professional fees
and expenses to date in the Cases, and (iii) the total professional fees paid in the Cases during
such month and to date, in each case compared to the amounts projected in the Approved
Budget, in form and scope acceptable to the Administrative Agent and the Syndication Agent.

5.21 Cash Management System. Maintain their cash management
arrangements consistent with those in effect immediately prior to the Petition Date.

5.22  Payment of Other Costs and Expenses. To the extent permitted by the
Applicable Order, pay or reimburse, on the Closing Date and on a monthly basis thereafter, the
Prepetition Senior Agents for any and all of their respective accrued and outstanding fees, costs
and expenses payable under the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, including without
limitation, reasonable attorneys’ and other professional fees, costs and expenses of the
Prepetition Senior Agents, whether accrued Prepetition or Postpetition, all without further notice,
motion or application to, order of, or hearing before, the Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court.

SECTION 6. NEGATIVE COVENANTS

The Borrowers hereby agree that, so long as any Commitment remains in effect,
any Loan or other Obligation is owing to any Lender, any Agent or any Lead Arrangers
hereunder, the Borrowers shall not, and shall not permit any of its Subsidiaries to, directly or
indirectly (and in respect of Section 6.15 only, Holdings shall not, and shall cause its
Subsidiaries not to, directly or indirectly) on and after the Closing Date:

6.1 Financial Covenants.

(a) Minimum Liquidity. Permit cumulative Liquidity for the period
beginning on January 1, 2010 and ending on the last day of any calendar month set forth below
to be, on a cumulative basis, less than the minimum amount set forth in the table below
opposite such day:

Month Amount
March 31, 2010 [ ]
April 30,2010 [ ]
May 31, 2010 [ ]
June 30, 2010 [ ]
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July 31, 2010
August 31, 2010
September 30, 2010
October 31, 2010

[Thereafter]

L ]
L]

(b) Minimum EBITDA. Permit cumulative Consolidated EBITDA of the

Company and its Subsidiaries for the period beginning on January 1, 2010 and ending on the
last day of any calendar month set forth below to be, on a cumulative basis, less than the
minimum amount set forth in the table below opposite such day:

Month
March 31, 2010
April 30, 2010

May 31, 2010
June 30, 2010
July 31, 2010
August 31, 2010
September 30, 2010
October 31, 2010
November 30, 2010
December 31, 2010
January 31, 2011

February 28, 2011

Amount
$0
$0
$0
($2,500,000)
($1,500,000)
$0
$1,500,000
$4,000,000
$6,500,000
$7,500,000
$15,000,000

$22,500,000

6.2 Limitation on Indebtedness. Create, incur, assume or suffer to exist any
Indebtedness, or apply to the Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court to do so, except:

(a) Indebtedness of any Loan Party pursuant to any Loan Document;
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(b) (1) unsecured Indebtedness of any Borrower or any Guarantor to
Holdings; (i) unsecured Indebtedness of any Borrower to any of its Subsidiaries; (iii)
unsecured Indebtedness of any Guaranteeing Subsidiary to (A) a Borrower or (B) any other
Subsidiary of a Borrower; and (iv) Indebtedness of Soucy 2 to the Company pursuant to the
Soucy Intercompany Note and (v) Indebtedness of any Subsidiary that is not a Guaranteeing
Subsidiary to any other Subsidiary (other than Soucy 2) that is not a Guaranteeing Subsidiary;
provided that all Indebtedness incurred pursuant to this clause (b) (other than clause (b)(iv))
shall be subordinated to all of the Obligations on the terms and conditions set forth in the
Intercompany Note attached hereto as Exhibit K and shall be evidenced by a note in the form
of Exhibit K, which note shall (unless Holdings shall be the payee thereof) be pledged to the
US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit of the
Secured Parties;

(c) Indebtedness (including, without limitation, Capital Lease Obligations)
of any Borrower or any Guarantor (including Indebtedness secured by Liens permitted by
Section 6.3(g)) in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $5,000,000 at any one time
outstanding;

(d) Indebtedness of the Borrower or any of its Subsidiaries outstanding on
the Petition Date and listed on Schedule 6.2(d);

(e) Guarantee Obligations made in the ordinary course of business by (i)
any Subsidiary of any Borrower of Indebtedness of such Borrower, (ii) a Borrower of any
Indebtedness of any Guaranteeing Subsidiary, (iii) any Guaranteeing Subsidiary of any
Indebtedness of any other Guaranteeing Subsidiary and (iv) any Soucy Company of any
Indebtedness of any other Soucy Company; provided, that any such Guarantee Obligation shall
be expressly subordinated to the Obligations on at least as favorable terms to the Secured
Parties (as determined by the Administrative Agent and Syndication Agent in their sole
discretion) as those (if any) subordinating the Indebtedness being guaranteed to the
Obligations; provided, further, notwithstanding the foregoing, that none of the Soucy
Companies or any other Excluded Non US Subsidiary shall be permitted to incur Guarantee
Obligations in respect of any Indebtedness of any Person owing to any other Person that is not
a Company Group Member;

® Indebtedness of any Borrower or any Subsidiary thereof to any
employee thereof in an aggregate principal amount for all Company Group Members not to
exceed [$1,000,000] at any one time outstanding;

(2) Indebtedness of any Borrower or any Subsidiary thereof in respect of
performance, surety, or appeal bonds provided in the ordinary course of business and
constituting Permitted Liens, but excluding (in each case) Indebtedness incurred through or in
connection with the borrowing of money or Contingent Obligations in respect thereof;

(h) Indebtedness arising from the honoring by a bank or other financial
institution of a check, draft or similar instrument inadvertently (except in the case of daylight
overdrafts) drawn against insufficient funds in the ordinary course of business;
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(1) Indebtedness arising in connection with the endorsement of instruments
for deposit in the ordinary course of business;

) judgments, attachments or awards not constituting an Event of Default;

k) warranties of products or services, in each case incurred in the ordinary
course of business;

Q) Indebtedness in connection with workmen’s compensation obligations
and insurance premiums; and

(m) letters of credit in aggregate amount not to exceed $[ 1,

provided that in no event shall any Soucy Company incur Indebtedness under clause (c) in an
amount which, in the aggregate and taken together with any such Indebtedness incurred under
clauses (c) of all other Soucy Companies, exceeds $5,000,000.

Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other provision of any Loan Document, no Indebtedness
shall be permitted to have an administrative expense claim or super priority status under the
Bankruptcy Code, a super priority charge under the CCAA senior to or pari passu with the super
priority charge or administrative expense claims or super priority charge of the Agents and
Lenders against the Loan Parties or their Property or the adequate protection claims of the
Prepetition Senior Agents and Prepetition Senior Lenders against the Loan Parties or their
Property, irrespective of whether such claim, Lien or interest may be adequately protected, in
each case subject to the Aggregate Reserve Amount.

6.3 Limitation on Liens. Create, incur, assume or suffer to exist any
administrative claim, court ordered charge or other super-priority claim or Lien, or apply to the
Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court to do so, upon any of its Property, whether now owned or
hereafter acquired, except for:

(a) Liens for taxes, assessments and governmental charges or other
impositions not yet due and payable or which are being contested in good faith by appropriate
proceedings; provided that adequate reserves with respect thereto are maintained on the books
of the applicable Company Group Member in conformity with GAAP;

(b) carriers’, warechousemen’s, landlords’, vendors’, mechanics’,
materialmen’s, repairmen’s or other like Liens arising in the ordinary course of business that
are not overdue for a period of more than 60 days or that are being contested in good faith by
appropriate proceedings; provided that adequate reserves with respect thereto are maintained in
the books of the applicable Company Group Member, in conformity with GAAP;

(©) pledges or deposits in connection with workers’ compensation,
unemployment insurance and other social security legislation;

(d) [deposits by or on behalf of any Company Group Member and security
interests on assets related to a particular performance bond granted to the surety providing such
performance bond, in each case, to secure the performance of bids, trade contracts (other than
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for borrowed money), leases, statutory obligations, surety and appeal bonds, performance
bonds and other obligations of a like nature incurred in the ordinary course of business;]*

(e) easements, covenants, licenses, encroachments, protrusions, rights-of-
way, restrictions and other similar encumbrances and minor title deficiencies affecting real
property incurred in the ordinary course of business and any Liens permitted or excepted in the
Mortgages that, in the aggregate, do not materially interfere with the ordinary conduct of the
business of the Company Group Members;

® Prior Senior Liens in existence on the Petition Date listed on Schedule

6.3(f);

(2) Liens securing Indebtedness of any Company Group Member incurred
pursuant to Section 6.2(c) to finance the acquisition of fixed or capital assets; provided that (i)
such Liens shall be created within 90 days of the acquisition of such fixed or capital assets, (ii)
such Liens do not at any time encumber any Property other than the Property financed by such
Indebtedness, (iii) the amount of Indebtedness secured thereby is not increased, and (iv) the
amount of Indebtedness initially secured thereby is not more than 100% of the purchase price
of such fixed or capital asset;

(h) Liens created pursuant to the Security Documents and the Applicable
Orders;

(1) any interest or title of a lessor under any lease entered into by any
Company Group Member in the ordinary course of its business and covering only the assets so
leased;

) the reservations, limitations, exceptions, provisos and conditions, if any,
expressed in any original grants from the Crown;

k) facility cost sharing, servicing or reciprocal agreements in respect of a
Property, (a) in respect of which the Company Group Members are in compliance, (b) which
either individually or in the aggregate do not and will not materially impair the value, use or
marketability of the applicable Property and (c) which do not contain any charging language or
grant any security interests;

Q) applicable municipal by-laws and regulations, zoning, subdivision
agreements, development agreements, site plan agreements, servicing agreements, utility
agreements, airport zoning regulations and other similar agreements with any Governmental
Authority or private or public utilities affecting the development or use of a Property, (a) in
respect of which the Company Group Members are in compliance, (b) which either
individually or in the aggregate do not and will not materially impair the value, use or
marketability of the applicable Property and (c) which do not contain any charging language or
grant any security interests;

8 To confirm.
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(m) any Lien granted by such Person to a public body, or to a Governmental
Authority, or which may be imposed by one or the other, when required by such public body or
Governmental Authority with respect to the operations of such Person or in the ordinary course
of its business;

(n) Restrictive covenants, private deed restrictions and other land use and
building restrictions, (a) in respect of which the Company Group Members are in compliance,
(b) which either individually or in the aggregate do not and will not materially impair the
value, use or marketability of the applicable Property and (c) which do not contain any
charging language or grant any security interests;

(o) Liens arising out of conditional sale, title retention, consignment or
similar arrangements for the sale of goods in the ordinary course of business;

(p) Liens consisting of licenses of Intellectual Property in the ordinary
course of business; provided, that such Liens do not materially diminish the value of the
Collateral,

(@ bankers’ Liens, rights of setoff and other similar Liens existing with
respect to cash and Cash Equivalents on deposit in one or more accounts maintained by the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries;

(r) the filing of Financing Statements as a precautionary measure in
connection with operating leases;

(s) Liens securing judgments, attachments or awards not constituting an
Event of Default;
(1) Inchoate statutory liens for taxes, assessments, governmental or utility

charges or levies not yet due;

(w) leases of the properties of any Loan Party in the ordinary course of
business, to the extent such leases are permitted under this Agreement;

) Liens consisting of an agreement to dispose of property in an Asset Sale
permitted under Section 6.5;

(w)  Title defects or irregularities which are of a minor nature and either
individually or in the aggregate do not and will not materially impair the value, use or
marketability of the applicable Property;

x) the Administration Charge and Canadian Priority Reserve;
(y) the Directors’ Charge; and

(z) Liens in respect of cash collateral for letters of credit permitted pursuant
to Section 7.2(0).
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Notwithstanding the foregoing or any other provision of any Loan Document, except as
otherwise expressly allowed pursuant to the Applicable Order and this Agreement, no Loan Party
may incur, create, assume, suffer to exist or permit any Lien or other administrative claim or
security interest which is pari passu with or senior to the Liens or claims of the Agents and
Lenders against the Loan Parties or their Property or the adequate protection Liens or claims of
the Prepetition Senior Agents and Prepetition Senior Lenders against the Loan Parties or their
Property, irrespective of whether such claim, Lien or interest may be adequately protected, in
each case subject to the Aggregate Reserve Amount.

6.4 Limitation on Fundamental Changes.

Enter into any merger, consolidation or amalgamation, or liquidate, wind up or dissolve itself (or
suffer any liquidation or dissolution), or Dispose of all or substantially all of its Property or
business, except that:

(a) (i) any Solvent Domestic Subsidiary of US Borrower may be merged or
consolidated or amalgamated with or into, or wind up or dissolve itself into, the US Borrower or
a Guaranteeing Subsidiary that is also a Domestic Subsidiary (provided that the US Borrower or
such Guaranteeing Subsidiary shall be the continuing or surviving Person), (ii) any Solvent
Canadian Subsidiary of a Canadian Borrower (including Soucy GP but excluding any other
Soucy Company) may be merged, consolidated or amalgamated with or into, or wind up or
dissolve itself into, such Borrower or a Guaranteeing Subsidiary that is also a Canadian
Subsidiary (provided that such Canadian Borrower or Guaranteeing Subsidiary shall be the
continuing or surviving Person) and (iii) any Soucy Company may be merged, consolidated or
amalgamated with or into, or wind up or dissolve itself into, any other Soucy Company;
provided, further, that, in the case of each of clauses (i) and (ii), after giving effect thereto, the
value of the Collateral pledged to the Secured Parties pursuant to the Security Documents and
the Guarantees in favor of the Secured Parties under the Loan Documents has not materially
diminished as a result of such transaction;

(b) the Borrowers or any Subsidiary of any Borrower may merge with any
Person in connection with an acquisition permitted herein, so long as (i) if such transaction
involves a Borrower, such Borrower is the continuing or surviving corporation and (ii) if such
transaction involves any Subsidiary of any Borrower, the surviving corporation must be or
becomes a Guarantor of all the Obligations under this Agreement; and

(©) any Subsidiary may Dispose of its assets (by merger, consolidation,
dissolution or otherwise) in a transaction permitted, in its entirety, by Section 7.5.

6.5 Limitation on Disposition of Property. Dispose of any of its Property
(including, without limitation, receivables and leasehold interests), whether now owned or
hereafter acquired, or, in the case of any Subsidiary of the Company, issue or sell any shares of
such Subsidiary’s Capital Stock to any Person, except:

(a) the Disposition of obsolete or worn out property in the ordinary course of
business;
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(b) Dispositions permitted by Section 6.4(a) or (b);

(©) Dispositions of currently owned [oil tanks] located at [INSERT
PROPERTY LOCATION] not in excess of [$4,000,000] provided that (i) the Disposition shall
be done in compliance with Environmental Laws and (ii) any funds received in connection with
such Dispositions may only be used (A) for the investigation, cleanup or other remedial action
with respect to the tanks and any related known or potential contamination as required by and in
compliance with Environmental Laws and (B) if and to the extent such funds exceed the costs of
such remediation, to the repayment of the Loan;’

(d) as a result of any Recovery Event;

(e) sales of inventory in the ordinary course of the Core Business;
) Restricted Payments otherwise permitted hereunder;

(2) [the sale, transfer or disposition of cash or Cash Equivalents;]

(h) the sale, transfer or disposition of accounts receivable in connection with
the collection or compromise thereof in the ordinary course of business;

(1) leases, subleases, licenses or sublicenses of property in the ordinary course
of business and which do not materially interfere with the business of the Company Group
Members;

) consignment or similar arrangements for the sale of assets in the ordinary
course of business;

(k) Dispositions of Property (i) by a Borrower to another Borrower or to a
Guaranteeing Subsidiary; (ii) by any Soucy Company to a Borrower or any Guaranteeing
Subsidiary; (iii) by a Borrower or any Guaranteeing Subsidiary to any other Guaranteeing
Subsidiary; and (iv) by any Soucy Company to any other Soucy Company; provided that, in the
case of clause (iii), after giving effect thereto, the value of the Collateral pledged to the Secured
Parties pursuant to the Security Documents and the Guarantees in favor of the Secured Parties
under the Loan Documents has not materially diminished;

1)) sales or issuances of Capital Stock of Holdings; and

(m)  non-exclusive licenses of Intellectual Property in the ordinary course of
business that do not materially diminish the value of the Collateral.

6.6  Limitation on Restricted Payments. Declare or pay any dividend on, or
make any payment on account of, or set apart assets for a sinking or other analogous fund for, the
purchase, redemption, defeasance, retirement or other acquisition of, any Capital Stock of the
Company or any of its Subsidiaries, whether now or hereafter outstanding, or make any other
distribution in respect thereof, either directly or indirectly, whether in cash or property or in

? Please provide additional information as to what this provision relates to.
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obligations of any Company Group Member, or enter into any derivatives or other transaction
with any financial institution, commodities or stock exchange or clearinghouse (a “Derivatives
Counterparty”) obligating any Company Group Member to make payments to such Derivatives
Counterparty as a result of any change in market value of any such Capital Stock (collectively,
“Restricted Payments™), except that:

(a) any Subsidiary of a Borrower may make Restricted Payments to such
Borrower;

(b) Holdings, the Borrowers and each Subsidiary of Holdings may make
Restricted Payments in the form of Capital Stock of such Person;

(©) for so long as the Company is a partnership or disregarded entity for
United States federal income tax purposes, the Company may pay dividends to Holdings to
permit Holdings to pay Permitted Tax Distributions;

(d) each Subsidiary that is not a Guaranteeing Subsidiary (other than Soucy 2)
may make Restricted Payments to any other Subsidiary that is not a Guaranteeing Subsidiary;

(e) Restricted Payments in connection with the retirement, acquisition or
termination of any warrant, option or other rights in Capital Stock upon exercise, so long as there
is no cash payment in respect of such exercise;

6] Restricted Payments by a Subsidiary (other than the Company) of a Loan
Party to the Loan Party generally so long as (x) the Loan Party that owns Capital Stock in the
Subsidiary making such Restricted Payment receives at least its proportionate share thereof
(based on its relative holdings of Capital Stock in the Subsidiary making such Restricted
Payment and taking into account relative preferences, if any, of the various classes of Capital
Stock in such Subsidiary) and (y) in the case of Restricted Payments by Stadacona to Soucy 2 ,
such payments are immediately distributed by Soucy 2 to the Company via an irrevocable
direction of payment, whether as a payment of interest on the Soucy Intercompany Note or as a
dividend or distribution of profits;

(2) any Company Group Member may issue Capital Stock in connection with
stock splits, stock dividends and additional issuances or sales of Capital Stock which do not
decrease the percentage ownership of the Borrowers and the Guarantors in any class of the
Capital Stock of such Guarantor; and

(h) payment of the Management Fee; provided that no Loan Party shall
individually, or together with all other Loan Parties, pay to Brandt Industries, Inc. any fees or
other amounts in an aggregate amount at any time greater than that specified in the Management
Agreement on the Petition Date and in no event in an amount in excess of 3.0% of the Adjusted
Revenues (as defined in the Management Agreement) of the Company at any time.

6.7  Limitation on Capital Expenditures. Make or commit to make any Capital
Expenditure, except Capital Expenditures of the Company Group Members in the ordinary
course of business not exceeding, for the period beginning on January 1, 2010 and ending on the
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last day of any calendar month set forth below, on a cumulative basis, the maximum amount set
forth in the table below opposite such day.

Month Amount
March 31, 2010 $3,500,000
April 30, 2010 $4,000,000
May 31, 2010 $5,000,000
June 30, 2010 $6,000,000
July 31, 2010 $7,500,000
August 31, 2010 $9,000,000
September 30, 2010 $10,500,000
October 31, 2010 $12,000,000
November 30, 2010 $13,500,000
December 31, 2010 $15,000,000
January 31, 2011 $17,000,000
February 28, 2011 and thereafter $19,000,000

6.8 Limitation on Investments. Make any advance, loan, extension of credit
(by way of guaranty or otherwise), capital contribution to, or purchase any Capital Stock, bonds,
notes, debentures or other debt securities of, or any assets constituting an ongoing business from,
or make any other investment in or give financial assistance to, any other Person (all of the
foregoing, “Investments”), except:

(a) Investments constituting (i) accounts receivable arising, (ii) trade debt
granted, or (iii) deposits made in connection with the purchase price of goods or services, in each
case in the ordinary course of the Core Business;

(b) Investments arising in connection with the incurrence of Indebtedness
permitted by Sections 6.2(b), or 6.2(e);

(c) loans and advances to employees of any Company Group Member in the
ordinary course of business (including, without limitation, for travel, entertainment and
relocation expenses) in an aggregate amount for all Company Group Members not to exceed
$500,000 at any one time outstanding;
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(d) Investments received in connection with the bankruptcy or reorganization
of, or settlement of delinquent accounts and disputes with, customers and suppliers, in each case
in the ordinary course of the Core Business;

(e) Investments outstanding on the Petition Date and listed on Schedule 6.8;

) endorsements of negotiable instruments held for collection in the ordinary
course of business;

(2) lease, utility and other similar deposits in the ordinary course of business;
(h) Investments contemplated by Section 6.3(c) or (d); and

(1) Any Borrower or any Subsidiary may make good faith deposits in the
ordinary course of business in respect of surety bonds, appeal bonds, statutory obligations to
Governmental Authorities, tenders, sales, contracts (other then for borrowed money), bids,
leases, government contracts, performance and return of money binds and other similar
obligations incurred in the ordinary course of business of any Borrower and the applicable
Subsidiaries for sums not more than 90 days overdue or being contested in good faith by
appropriate proceedings and for which the Borrower and its Subsidiaries maintain adequate
reserves in accordance with GAAP.

) Investments in cash and Cash Equivalents.

6.9  Limitation on Optional Payments and Modifications of Debt Instruments
and Other Agreements. (a) Make or offer to make any optional or voluntary payment,
prepayment, repurchase or redemption of, or otherwise voluntarily or optionally defease any
hypothec, or loans under the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, Prepetition Junior Loan
Documents, or any other Indebtedness (other than the Loans), or segregate funds for any such
payment, prepayment, repurchase, redemption or defeasance, or enter into any derivative
obligating any Company Group Member to make payments to such Derivatives Counterparty as
a result of any change in market value of the loans under the Prepetition Senior Loan
Documents, the Prepetition Junior Loan Documents or any such Indebtedness without the prior
written consent of the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Majority Lenders or
as otherwise required by the Applicable Order with respect to the Prepetition Senior Obligations;

(b) amend, modify or otherwise change, or consent or agree to any
amendment, modification, waiver or other change to, any of the Prepetition Senior Loan
Documents, any of the Prepetition Junior Loan Documents or any other Indebtedness (other than
the Loans, as permitted hereby) without the prior written consent of the Administrative Agent,
the Syndication Agent and the Majority Lenders;

(©) designate any Indebtedness as “Designated Senior Indebtedness™ (or any
comparable concept) for purposes of any other agreement or instrument governing any
subordinated Indebtedness without also designating the Obligations as “Designated Senior
Indebtedness” (or any comparable concept) with respect thereto without the prior written consent
of the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Majority Lenders;
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(d) without limiting any other express requirement hereof or of any other
Loan Document, if the result could reasonably be expected to be adverse to the Lenders in any
material respect (or, in the case of Material Agreements set forth on Part IT of Schedule 1.1(c), if
the result could reasonably be expected to have a Material Adverse Effect), terminate, amend,
supplement, waive, or otherwise modify any of its constitutive documents or any Material
Agreement (other than a Material Agreement that is separately provided for in another
subsection of this Section 6.9, which Material Agreement shall be subject to the standard in such
subsection) without the prior written consent of the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent
and the Majority Lenders;

(e) make any payments or transfer, or agree to any setoff or recoupment with
respect to any Prepetition claim, Prepetition Lien or Prepetition Indebtedness except (i) as
approved by order of the Bankruptcy Court and Canadian Court and (ii) as expressly permitted
by the terms of the Loan Documents and any Approved Budget, with the prior written consent of
the Administrative Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Majority Lenders (or as otherwise
required by the Applicable Order with respect to the Prepetition Senior Obligations);

® make any adequate protection or other payments or transfers on account of
any Prepetition Indebtedness or other obligations or any Liens related to Prepetition
Indebtedness, except to the extent provided in the Applicable Orders with respect to the
Prepetition Senior Obligations; or

(2) amend or modify, or permit the amendment or modification of any
Applicable Order or any First Day Order, without the written consent of the Administrative
Agent, the Syndication Agent and the Lead Arrangers.

6.10 Limitation on Transactions with Affiliates. Enter into any transaction,
including, without limitation, any purchase, sale, lease or exchange of Property, the rendering of
any service or the payment of any management, advisory or similar fees, with any Affiliate
unless such transaction is (a) (i) otherwise not prohibited by this Agreement, (ii) in the ordinary
course of business of Holdings, the Borrowers or such Subsidiary, as the case may be, and
(ii1) upon fair and reasonable terms no less favorable to Holdings, the Borrowers or such
Subsidiary, as the case may be, than it would obtain in a comparable arm’s length transaction
with a Person that is not an Affiliate, and (b) expressly permitted by Section 6.6, (c) expressly
permitted by Section 6.8, (d) reasonable and customary director, officer and employee
compensation (including bonuses) and other benefits (including retirement, health, stock option
and other benefit plans) and indemnification arrangements otherwise not prohibited by this
Agreement and (e) usual and customary transactions among the Company and its Subsidiaries or
between or among such Subsidiaries consistent with past practice and otherwise not prohibited
by this Agreement.

6.11 Limitation on Sales and [easebacks. Enter into any arrangement with any
Person providing for the leasing by any Company Group Member of real or personal property
which has been or is to be sold or transferred by such Company Group Member to such Person
or to any other Person to whom funds have been or are to be advanced by such Person on the
security of such property or rental obligations of such Company Group Member, except for any
arrangement with respect to which the sale of such real or personal property was permitted by
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Section 6.5 and the capitalized lease created in connection therewith was permitted by Section
6.2.

6.12  Limitation on Changes in Financial Periods. Permit the financial year of
the Company to end on a day other than December 31 or change the Company’s method of
determining financial quarters.

6.13  Limitation on Negative Pledge Clauses. Enter into or suffer to exist or
become effective any agreement that prohibits or limits the ability of any Company Group
Member to create, incur, assume or suffer to exist any Lien upon any of its Property or revenues,
whether now owned or hereafter acquired other than (a) this Agreement and the other Loan
Documents, (b) any agreements governing Indebtedness permitted by Sections 6.2(c) or (d) (in
which case any such prohibition shall only be effective against the assets permitted to be subject
to Liens permitted by Sections 6.3(f), (g), (1) and (q), as applicable), (c) the Prepetition Senior
Credit Agreement and the Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement, each as in effect as of the
Petition Date, (d) provisions in leases that restrict the transfer of such lease by the lessee, and
(f) any prohibition or limitation that (i) exists pursuant to applicable law, (ii) consists of
customary restrictions and conditions contained in any agreement relating to the transfer or
disposition of any asset permitted hereunder pending the consummation of such sale, or (iii) is
contained in any documents governing any Indebtedness incurred after the Petition Date in
accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, which prohibition or limitation is not more
restrictive than those contained in this Agreement.

6.14 Limitation on Restrictions on Subsidiary Distributions. Enter into or
suffer to exist or become effective any consensual encumbrance or restriction on the ability of
any Subsidiary to (a) make Restricted Payments in respect of any Capital Stock of such
Subsidiary held by, or pay or subordinate any Indebtedness owed to, the Company or any other
Subsidiary, (b) make Investments in the Company or any Subsidiary or (c) transfer any of its
assets to the Company or any other Subsidiary, except for such encumbrances or restrictions
existing under or by reason of (i) applicable law, (ii) any restrictions existing under the Loan
Documents, (iii) any restrictions existing under the Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement and/or
Prepetition Junior Credit Agreement, as in effect as of the Petition Date, (iv) with respect to the
foregoing clause (c¢) only, agreements described in clause (b) of Section 6.13, to the extent set
forth in such clause, and (v) customary provisions restricting subletting or assignment of any
lease governing a leasehold interest of a Subsidiary.

6.15 Limitation on Lines of Business; Ownership. (a) Enter into any business,
either directly or through any Subsidiary, except for the Core Business; provided, that
notwithstanding the foregoing, (i) Holdings shall not engage in any trade or business, or own any
assets other than the Capital Stock of WB Canada and White Birch Partners, (ii) (A) WB Canada
shall not engage in any trade or business, or own any assets other than the Capital Stock of Nova
Scotia Company and (B) Nova Scotia Company shall not engage in any trade or business, or own
any assets other than the Capital Stock of White Birch Partners, (iii) the Company shall not
engage in any trade or business, or own any assets other than (A) the holding of the Capital
Stock of Stadacona GP, Stadacona, Soucy 1, Soucy 2, Soucy GP, Bear Island, 3120772, Papier
Masson, Black Spruce, and any Person acquired in compliance with Section 6.8 and (B) notes
evidencing Indebtedness between Company Group Members permitted hereunder, (iv) each of
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Stadacona GP and Soucy GP shall not engage in any trade or business other than being a general
partner of Stadacona and Soucy 2 , respectively, or own any assets other than the Capital Stock
of Stadacona and Soucy 2, respectively, (v) the total assets of Arrimage shall not exceed a value
of $250,000 at any time, and (vi) no Immaterial Subsidiary may engage in any trade or business,
or own any assets other than the Capital Stock of any Person that it owns on the Closing Date; or
(b) permit any Subsidiary to cease being wholly-owned, or create or acquire any Subsidiaries
other than Wholly Owned Subsidiaries which provide first-priority perfected Liens on all of their
assets to the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, for the benefit
of the Secured Parties to the extent required by Section 5.9. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this
Section 6.15 shall not restrict (i) the Company from acting as one of the general partners of
Soucy 1, Soucy 2 and Stadacona and (ii) the hiring of employees in connection with performing
its functions as a general partner of Soucy 1, Soucy 2 and Stadacona.

6.16 Limitation on Hedge Agreements. Enter into any Hedge Agreement other
than (a) any such agreement or arrangement entered into in the ordinary course of business and
consistent with prudent business practice to hedge or mitigate risks to which the Borrowers or
any Subsidiary is exposed in the conduct of its business or the management of its liabilities or
(b) any such agreement entered into to hedge against fluctuations in interest rates or currency
incurred in the ordinary course of business and consistent with prudent business practice;
provided that in each case such agreements or arrangements shall not have been entered into for
speculation purposes.

6.17 Repayment of Indebtedness. Except pursuant to a confirmed
reorganization plan or a First Day Order in the U.S. Case or a sanctioned plan or reorganization
or sanction order in the CCAA Cases and except as specifically permitted hereunder, make any
payment or transfer with respect to any Lien or Indebtedness incurred or arising prior to the
filing of the Cases that is subject to the automatic stay provisions of the Bankruptcy Code or the
stay provisions in the Initial CCAA Order, whether by way of “adequate protection” under the
Bankruptcy Code or otherwise (except as otherwise required by the Applicable Order with
respect to the Prepetition Senior Obligations).

6.18 No Returns; Setoffs. Enter into any agreement to return any of its
Inventory to any of its creditors for application against any Prepetition Indebtedness, Prepetition
trade payables or other Prepetition claims under Section 546(h) of the Bankruptcy Code or allow
any creditor to take any setoff or recoupment against any of its Prepetition Indebtedness,
Prepetition trade payables or other Prepetition claims based upon any such return pursuant to
Section 553 of the Bankruptcy Code or otherwise.

6.19  Critical Vendor and Other Payments. Make (i) any prepetition “critical
vendor” payments or other payments on account of any creditor’s pre-petition unsecured claims,
(i1) payments on account of claims or expenses arising under section 503(b)(9) of the Bankruptcy
Code, or (iii) payments under any management incentive plan or on account of claims or
expenses arising under Section 503(c) of the Bankruptcy Code, except in each case in amounts
and on terms and conditions that (a) are approved by order of the Bankruptcy Court or Canadian
Court, from time to time and (b) are expressly permitted by the terms of the Loan Documents
and (c¢) are expressly identified in the applicable Approved Budget.
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6.20  Soucy Intercompany Note. Sell, assign or otherwise transfer any interest
in the Soucy Intercompany Note to any Person other than the Company, or suffer to exist any
interest in the Soucy Intercompany Note of any Person other than the Company, or, without
limiting the foregoing, permit any Person other than the Company, the Lenders and Agents and
the lenders and agents under the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents or the Prepetition Junior
Loan Documents to be a beneficiary of any Lien on any Property of any Company Group
Member or of any Guarantee Obligation, in either case that at any time is created in respect of or
otherwise relates to the Soucy Intercompany Note.

6.21 Excluded Non US Subsidiaries. Take, or allow to be taken, any action that
seeks to have any then-current Guarantor treated as an Excluded Non US Subsidiary for purposes
of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents.

6.22 Management Agreement. Amend or modify, or permit the amendment or
modification of the Management Agreement without the consent of the Administrative Agent,
the Syndication Agent and Majority Lenders.

SECTION 7. EVENTS OF DEFAULT

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code and
without notice, application or motion to, hearing before, or order of the Bankruptcy Court or the
Canadian Court or any notice to any Loan Party, the occurrence of any one or more of the
following events (regardless of the reason therefor) shall constitute an “Event of Default”)
hereunder:

(a) (i) a Borrower or any other Loan Party, as applicable, shall fail to pay any
principal of, or interest on, any Loan when due in accordance with the terms hereof, or (ii) a
Borrower or any other Loan Party, as applicable, shall fail to pay any other amount payable by it
hereunder or under any other Loan Document, and in the case of clause (ii) within five (5) days
after any such amount becomes due in accordance with the terms hereof; or

(b) Any representation or warranty made or deemed made by any Loan Party
herein or in any other Loan Document or that is contained in any certificate, document or
financial or other statement furnished by it at any time under or in connection with this
Agreement or any such other Loan Document shall prove to have been false in any material
respect on or as of the date made or deemed made or furnished; or

(©) Any Loan Party shall default in the observance or performance of any
agreement contained in Section 5.4(a)(i) (with respect to a Borrower only), Section 5.7(h),
Section 5.9, Section 5.10, Section 5.19, Section 5.20, Section 5.21 or Section 6 of this
Agreement; or

(d) Any Loan Party shall default in the observance or performance of any
other agreement contained in this Agreement or any other Loan Document (other than as
provided in paragraphs (a) through (c) of this Section 7), and such default shall continue
unremedied for a period of five (5) days after notice thereof shall have been delivered to a
Borrower by the Administrative Agent; or
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(e) Except for defaults occasioned by the filing of the Cases and defaults
resulting from obligations with respect to which the Bankruptcy Code and similar Canadian
legislation and any Applicable Order prohibit any Loan Party from complying or permit any
Loan Party not to comply, any Company Group Member shall (1) default in making any payment
of any principal of any Indebtedness (including, without limitation, any Guarantee Obligation,
but excluding the Loans) on the scheduled or original due date with respect thereto beyond the
period of grace, if any, provided in the instrument or agreement under which such Indebtedness
was created; or (i1) default in making any payment of any interest on any such Indebtedness
beyond the period of grace, if any, provided in the instrument or agreement under which such
Indebtedness was created; or (iii) default in the observance or performance of any other
agreement or condition relating to any such Indebtedness or contained in any instrument or
agreement evidencing, securing or relating thereto or any other event shall occur or condition
exist, the effect of which default or other event or condition is to cause, or to permit the holder or
beneficiary of such Indebtedness (or a trustee or agent on behalf of such holder or beneficiary) to
cause, with the giving of notice if required, such Indebtedness to become due prior to its stated
maturity or to become subject to a mandatory offer to purchase by the obligor thereunder or (in
the case of any such Indebtedness constituting a Guarantee Obligation) to become payable;
provided that a default, event or condition described in clause (i), (ii) or (iii) of this paragraph (e)
shall not at any time constitute an Event of Default unless, at such time, one or more defaults,
events or conditions of the type described in clauses (i), (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph (e) shall
have occurred and be continuing with respect to Indebtedness the outstanding principal amount
of which exceeds in the aggregate $5,000,000;" or

® (i) Any Person shall engage in any “nonexempt prohibited transaction”
(as defined in Section 406 of ERISA or Section 4975 of the Code) involving any Single
Employer Plan, (ii) any failure by any Single Employer Plan that is subject to Title IV of ERISA
to satisfy the minimum funding standards (within the meaning of Section 412 of the Code or
Section 302 of ERISA), whether or not waived, shall exist with respect to any Single Employer
Plan, or any Lien in favor of a Single Employer Plan or in favor of the PBGC with respect to a
Single Employer Plan shall arise on the assets of the Borrowers or any Commonly Controlled
Entity, (iii) a Reportable Event shall occur with respect to, or proceedings shall commence to
have a trustee appointed, or a trustee shall be appointed, to administer or to terminate, any Single
Employer Plan, (iv) there is a determination that any Single Employer Plan that is subject to Title
IV of ERISA is in “at risk” status (within the meaning of Title IV of ERISA) or (v) the
Borrowers or any Commonly Controlled Entity shall, or is reasonably likely to, incur any
liability in connection with a withdrawal from, or the Insolvency or Reorganization of, a
Multiemployer Plan; and in each case in clauses (i) through (v) above, such event or condition,
together with all other such events or conditions, if any, would reasonably be expected to have a
Material Adverse Effect; or

(2) One or more judgments or decrees shall be entered against any Company
Group Member involving for all Company Group Members taken as a whole a liability (to the
extent not paid or fully covered by insurance as to which a solvent and unaffiliated insurance

1 To confirm.

97
NY\1620408.3



company has not denied coverage) of $5,000,000'' or more, and all such judgments or decrees
shall not have been vacated, discharged, stayed or bonded pending appeal within 30 days from
the entry thereof; or

(h) any Loan Document or any material provision(s) thereof shall at any
time and for any reason be declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be null and void, or
a proceeding shall be commenced by any Loan Party or any other person, or by any
Governmental Authority, seeking to establish the invalidity or unenforceability thereof
(exclusive of questions of interpretation of any provision thereof), or any Loan Party shall
repudiate or deny any portion of its liability or obligation for the Obligations;

(1) any security interest or Lien purported to be created by any Security
Document or pursuant to an Applicable Order shall cease to be in full force and effect, or shall
cease to give the Collateral Agent, for the benefit of the Secured Parties, the Liens, rights,
powers and privileges purported to be created and granted under such Security Document or the
Applicable Order (including a perfected security interest in and Lien with the priority set forth in
Section 2.18 on all of the Collateral thereunder (except as otherwise expressly provided in such
Security Document or the Applicable Order)) in favor of the Collateral Agent, or shall be
asserted by any Borrower or any other Loan Party not to be a valid, perfected, and with the
priority set forth in Section 2.18 (except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, such
Security Document or the Applicable Order) security interest in or Lien on the Collateral covered
thereby;

)] The Guarantee contained in applicable Loan Documents shall cease, for
any reason (other than by reason of the express release thereof pursuant to Section 9.15), to be in
full force and effect or any Loan Party or any Affiliate of any Loan Party shall so assert;

(k) A Pension Plan Termination Event occurs which results in any Company
Group Member owing an amount to or in respect of a Canadian Pension Plan, any Company
Group Member fails to make a required contribution to or payment under any Canadian Pension
Plan when due, a third party administrator is appointed by a Governmental Authority in respect
of a Canadian Pension Plan, or any Company Group Member will incur, or is reasonably likely
to, incur any liability in connection with a withdrawal from or the wind-up of a Canadian Multi-
Employer Pension Plan; or

Q) the occurrence of any of the following in any Case:

(1) the bringing of a motion by any Loan Party or the issuance and
entry of an order or ruling (which has not been withdrawn, dismissed or reversed): (w) to
obtain additional financing under Section 364(c) or (d) of the Bankruptcy Code or similar
legislation in Canada not otherwise permitted pursuant to this Agreement (unless such
financing is proposed to refinance and pay in cash in full the Obligations due under this
Agreement); (x) to grant any Lien other than Permitted Liens and the Carve-Out and the
Administration Charge upon or affecting any Collateral; (y) except as provided in the
Applicable Order, to use cash collateral of Agents or Prepetition Senior Agents under

"' To confirm.
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Section 363(c) of the Bankruptcy Code or provision of similar effect pursuant to an order
of the Canadian Court; or (z) adverse to Agents, Lenders, Prepetition Senior Agents,
Prepetition Senior Lenders or their rights and remedies hereunder or under the Prepetition
Senior Loan Documents or their interest in the Collateral or the collateral pursuant to the
Prepetition Senior Credit Agreement, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for,
consents to, or acquiesces in, any such relief;

(11) the filing of any plan of reorganization, arrangement or
compromise or disclosure statement attendant thereto, or any direct or indirect
amendment to such plan or disclosure statement, by any Loan Party which plan does not
propose to provide for the payment in full in cash of all Obligations under this Agreement
on the effective date thereof;

(i)  the issuance and entry of an order in any Case confirming a plan or
plans of reorganization, arrangements or compromises that does not contain a provision
for the termination of all Commitments and repayment in full in cash of all of the
Obligations under this Agreement on or before the effective date of such plan or plans;

(iv)  the issuance and entry of an order amending, supplementing,
staying, vacating or otherwise modifying the Loan Documents, the Interim Order, the
CCAA Initial Order or the Final Order, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for,
consents to, or acquiesces in, any such relief;

v) the Interim Order is not issued and entered on or before the date
that is five (5) Business Days after the Petition Date or the Final Order is not issued and
entered, and the CCAA Initial Order is not final, on or before the date that is thirty (30)
days after the Petition Date;

(vi)  the payment by a Loan Party of, or application by any Loan Party
for authority to pay by a Loan Party, any Prepetition claim unless such payment is
otherwise permitted under this Agreement or provided pursuant to any First Day Order or
the Initial CCAA Order, as applicable, and specifically provided for in the Approved
Budget;

(vii)  following the entry of the Final Order, the allowance of any claim
or claims under Section 506(c) of the Bankruptcy Code or otherwise against any Agent,
any Lender, any Prepetition Senior Agent or any Prepetition Senior Agent or any of their
respective collateral, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or
acquiesces in, any such relief;

(viii) the appointment of an interim or permanent trustee in any US Case
or the appointment of a receiver or an examiner in any US Case with expanded powers to
operate or manage the financial affairs, the business, or reorganization of such Loan
Party, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in, any such
relief;
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(ix)  the Canadian Loan Parties are declared bankrupt or a proceeding is
taken to have a receiver, interim receiver, receiver and manager, agent, liquidator or other
like Person appointed over all or any material portion of their property and assets or,
except for the Monitor in the CCAA Cases, any such appointment is made or any creditor
takes possession of all or a material portion of such property and assets or otherwise
enforces any of its rights against the Canadian Loan Parties, or in each case, any Loan
Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in, any such relief;

(x) the sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the Loan Parties
through a sale under Section 363 of the Bankruptcy Code or a similar sale pursuant to
Section 36 of the CCAA and an order of the Canadian Court, through a confirmed plan of
reorganization, arrangement or compromise in any Case, or otherwise that does not
provide for payment in full in cash of the Obligations and the termination of all
Commitments, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in,
any such relief;

(xi)  the dismissal of any US Case, or the conversion of any US Case
from one under Chapter 11 or Chapter 15 to one under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy
Code, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in, any such
relief;,

(xii)  the dismissal of the CCAA Cases or a conversion of the CCAA
Case to a liquidation proceeding or receivership under the BIA or otherwise, or in each
case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in, any such relief;

(xiii) the issuance and entry of an order by the Bankruptcy Court or the
Canadian Court granting relief from or modifying any stay, including the automatic stay
of Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code, (x) to allow any creditor to execute upon or
enforce a Lien on any Collateral having a value in excess of $500,000 in the aggregate, or
(y) with respect to any Lien of or the granting of any Lien on any Collateral to any state
or local environmental or regulatory agency or authority, which in either case would have
a Material Adverse Effect, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or
acquiesces in, any such relief;

(xiv) except as expressly contemplated herein, an order is entered by the
Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court subordinating, or that has the effect of
subordinating, or that avoids, or that has the effect of avoiding, the perfection, priority or
validity of, any or all of the Obligations or Liens of any Agent or any Lender under the
Loan Documents (or any or all of the adequate protection claims or liens of any
Prepetition Senior Agent or any Prepetition Senior Lender under the Applicable Order) to
any other claim or Lien, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or
acquiesces in, any such relief;

(xv) the issuance and entry of an order in any US Case or the CCAA
Case avoiding or requiring repayment of any portion of the payments made on account of
the Obligations, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in,
any such relief;
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(xvi) the failure of any Loan Party to perform any of its obligations
under the Applicable Order, subject to any applicable cure period;

(xvil) any Applicable Order shall either (i) cease to be in full force and
effect or (ii) without the consent of the Majority Lenders, be amended, supplemented,
stayed, reversed, vacated or otherwise modified, or in each case, any Loan Party applies
for, consents to, or acquiesces in, any such relief;

(xviii) except as otherwise provided by the Applicable Order, the issuance
and entry of an order in any Case granting any other super priority administrative claim
or Lien equal or superior to that granted to any Agent, on behalf of itself and/or the
Secured Parties, or in each case, any Loan Party applies for, consents to, or acquiesces in,
any such relief;

(xix) any motion or application is filed by, on behalf of, or supported by
any Loan Party seeking the issuance and entry of an order, or an order is issued and
entered in any Case, approving any subsequent debtor-in-possession facility for borrowed
money or other extensions of credit unless such subsequent facility and such order
expressly provide for the indefeasible payment and complete satisfaction in full in cash to
the Administrative Agent of all Obligations (and termination of all Commitments)
hereunder prior to, or concurrently with, any initial borrowings or other extensions of
credit under such subsequent facility;

(xx) any motion or pleading is filed by any of the Loan Parties seeking
to grant, or the issuance and entry of any order granting, to any party, (x) any Lien senior
or equal to the Liens described in the Applicable Order or the Loan Documents that are
held by any of the Agents or Lenders in the Collateral (or senior or equal to the adequate
protection Liens described in the Applicable Order that are held by any of the Prepetition
Senior Agents or Prepetition Senior Lenders in the Collateral), or (y) any claim or
expense senior or equal to the claims and expenses described in the Applicable Order or
the Loan Documents that are held by any of the Agents or Lenders against any of the
Loan Parties (or senior or equal to the adequate protection claims described in the
Applicable Order that are held by any of the Prepetition Senior Agents or Prepetition
Senior Lenders against any of the Loan Parties);

(xxi) termination of the exclusive period for Loan Parties to file a plan
of reorganization in the US Case;

(xxii) any of the Loan Parties’ return of goods constituting Collateral
pursuant to Section 546(h) of the Bankruptcy Code other than in accordance with any
such program (a) approved pursuant to a First Day Order, or (b) otherwise approved by
the Bankruptcy Court and consented to by the Administrative Agent and the Syndication
Agent in writing; or

(xxiii) any holder of any security interest, mortgage, charge, claim or Lien
of any kind enforces against or becomes entitled to enforce against (unless subject to a
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stay) or otherwise takes possession, management or control of all or any material part of
the Loan Parties’ property or assets.

(m)  Material Adverse Effect Since Petition Date. There shall occur any
event or circumstances (or series of events or circumstances) that has had or would reasonably
be expected to have a Material Effect since the Petition Date.

then, and in any such event, any of the following actions may be taken by the Administrative
Agent with the consent of the Majority Lenders (and shall be taken by the Administrative Agent
upon the written direction of the Majority Lenders), in each case notwithstanding the provisions
of Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar legislation in Canada, without any application,
motion or notice to, hearing before, or order from, the Bankruptcy Court or Canadian Court, but
in each case subject to the Applicable Order: (i) declare all Commitments to be terminated
forthwith, whereupon all Commitments shall immediately terminate; (ii) declare the Loans
hereunder (with accrued interest thereon) and all other amounts owing under this Agreement and
the other Loan Documents to be due and payable forthwith, whereupon the same shall
immediately become due and payable; (iii) reduce the Commitments from time to time and (iv)
exercise any rights and remedies provided to any Agent under the Loan Documents or at law or
equity, including all remedies provided under the Uniform Commercial Code or similar
legislation in Canada. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement or any other
Loan Document, no Lender in its capacity as a Secured Party or as beneficiary of any security
granted pursuant to the Security Documents shall have any right to exercise remedies in respect
of such security without the prior written consent of the Majority Lenders.

If any Default or Event of Default has occurred and is continuing, the Administrative Agent may,
or upon the request of the Majority Lenders, the Administrative Agent shall, notwithstanding the
provisions of Section 362 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar legislation in Canada, without any
application, motion or notice to, hearing before, or order from, the Bankruptcy Court or
Canadian Court, increase the rate of interest applicable to the Loans to the default rate.

SECTION 8. THE AGENTS; THE ARRANGERS

8.1 Appointment. (a) Each Lender hereby irrevocably designates and appoints
the Agents as the agents of such Lender under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents,
and each Lender irrevocably authorizes each Agent, in such capacity, to take such action on its
behalf under the provisions of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents and to exercise
such powers and perform such duties as are expressly delegated to such Agent by the terms of
this Agreement and the other Loan Documents, together with such other powers as are
reasonably incidental thereto, and each Agent hereby accepts such appointment.
Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary elsewhere in this Agreement, no Agent shall have
any duties or responsibilities, except those expressly set forth herein, or any fiduciary
relationship with any Lender, and no implied covenants, functions, responsibilities, duties,
obligations or liabilities shall be read into this Agreement or any other Loan Document or
otherwise exist against any Agent.

(b) For greater certainty, and without limiting the powers of the Agents or any
other Person acting as an agent, attorney-in-fact or mandatary for the Agents under this
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Agreement or under any of the Loan Documents, each Lender (for itself and for all other Secured
Parties that are Affiliates of such Lender) and each Agent and Lead Arranger (i) irrevocably
constitutes (to the extent necessary), the Canadian Collateral Agent as the holder of an
irrevocable power of attorney (fondé de pouvoir within the meaning of Article 2692 of the Civil
Code of Québec) for the purposes of holding on their behalf, and for their benefit, any Liens,
including hypothecs (“Hypothecs™), granted or to be granted by the Company or any other Loan
Party on movable or immovable property pursuant to the laws of the Province of Québec to
secure obligations of the Company or any other Loan Party under any debenture issued by the
Company or any other Loan Party and exercising such powers and duties which are conferred
upon the Canadian Collateral Agent in its capacity as fondé de pouvoir under any of the
Hypothecs; and (ii) appoints on the Closing Date and agrees that the Administrative Agent,
acting as agent for the Secured Parties, may act as the debentureholder and mandatory with
respect to any debenture that may be issued and pledged from time to time for the benefit of the
Secured Parties.

(©) The said constitution of the fondé de pouvoir (within the meaning of
Article 2692 of the Civil Code of Québec) as the holder of such irrevocable power of attorney
and of the Administrative Agent as debentureholder and mandatory with respect to any
debenture that may be issued and pledged from time to time for the benefit of the applicable
Secured Parties shall be deemed to have been ratified and confirmed by any Assignee by the
execution of an Assignment and Acceptance to be bound by the provisions of this Section 8 as if
it were a Lender party thereto.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 32 of An Act Respecting the
Special Powers of Legal Persons (Québec), the Administrative Agent and the Canadian
Collateral Agent may purchase, acquire and be the holder of any debenture issued by a Canadian
Borrower or any other Loan Party. Each of the Loan Parties hereby acknowledges that any such
debenture shall constitute a title of indebtedness, as such term is used in Article 2692 of the Civi/
Code of Québec.

(e) The Canadian Collateral Agent appointed as fondé de pouvoir shall have
the same rights, powers and immunities as the Agents as stipulated in this Section 8 of this
Agreement, which shall apply mutatis mutandis. Without limitation, the provisions of Section
8.9 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the resignation and appointment of a successor to the
Canadian Collateral Agent acting as fondé de pouvoir.

6] Without limiting the foregoing, each Lender hereby authorizes the
Administrative Agent to consent, on behalf of each such Lender in such capacity, to (i) an
Interim Order substantially in the form attached as Exhibit D hereto, (ii) the CCAA Initial Order,
and (ii1) a Final Order to be negotiated between the Loan Parties, the Administrative Agent and
the Syndication Agent.

8.2  Delegation of Duties. Each Agent may execute any of its duties under this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents by or through agents or attorneys-in-fact (including
the Canadian Collateral Agent in the case of the US Collateral Agent and the US Collateral
Agent in the case of the Canadian Collateral Agent) and shall be entitled to advice of counsel
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concerning all matters pertaining to such duties. No Agent shall be responsible for the
negligence or misconduct of any agents or attorneys-in-fact selected by it with reasonable care.

8.3  Exculpatory Provisions. Neither the Lead Arrangers, any Agent nor any
of its officers, directors, employees, agents, attorneys-in-fact or Affiliates shall be (i) liable for
any action lawfully taken or omitted to be taken by it or such Person under or in connection with
this Agreement or any other Loan Document (except to the extent that any of the foregoing are
found by a court of competent jurisdiction to have resulted directly from its or such Person’s own
gross negligence or willful misconduct) or (ii) responsible in any manner to any of the Lenders
for any recitals, statements, representations or warranties made by any Loan Party or any officer
thereof contained in this Agreement or any other Loan Document or in any certificate, report,
statement or other document referred to or provided for in, or received by the Lead Arrangers,
the Agents under or in connection with, this Agreement or any other Loan Document or for the
value, validity, effectiveness, genuineness, enforceability or sufficiency of this Agreement or any
other Loan Document or for any failure of any Loan Party to perform its obligations hereunder or
thereunder. The Agents shall not be under any obligation to any Lender to ascertain or to inquire
as to the observance or performance of any of the agreements contained in, or conditions of, this
Agreement or any other Loan Document, or to inspect the properties, books or records of any
Loan Party.

8.4  Reliance by Agents. Each Agent shall be entitled to rely, and shall be
fully protected in relying, upon any instrument, writing, resolution, notice, consent, certificate,
affidavit, letter, telecopy, telex or teletype message, statement, order or other document or
conversation believed by it in good faith to be genuine and correct and to have been signed, sent
or made by the proper Person or Persons and upon advice and statements of legal counsel
(including, without limitation, counsel to the Loan Parties), independent accountants and other
experts selected by such Agent. The Agents may deem and treat the payee of any Note as the
owner thereof for all purposes unless such Note shall have been transferred in accordance with
Section 9.5 and all actions required by such Section 9.5 in connection with such transfer shall
have been taken. Each Agent shall be fully justified in failing or refusing to take any action
under this Agreement or any other Loan Document unless it shall first receive such advice or
concurrence of the Majority Lenders (or, if so specified by this Agreement, all Lenders or any
other instructing group of Lenders specified by this Agreement) as it deems appropriate or it
shall first be indemnified to its satisfaction by the Lenders against any and all liability and
expense that may be incurred by it by reason of taking or continuing to take any such action.
Each Agent shall in all cases be fully protected in acting, or in refraining from acting, under this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents in accordance with a request of the Majority Lenders
(or, if so specified by this Agreement, all Lenders or any other instructing group of Lenders
specified by this Agreement), and such request and any action taken or failure to act pursuant
thereto shall be binding upon all the Lenders and all future holders of the Loans.

8.5  Notice of Default. No Agent shall be deemed to have knowledge or notice
of the occurrence of any Default or Event of Default hereunder unless such Agent shall have
received notice from a Lender or the Borrowers referring to this Agreement, describing such
Default or Event of Default and stating that such notice is a “notice of default”. In the event that
the Administrative Agent shall receive such a notice, the Administrative Agent shall give notice
thereof to the Lenders. The Agents shall take such action with respect to such Default or Event
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of Default as shall be reasonably directed by the Majority Lenders (or, if so specified by this
Agreement, all Lenders or any other instructing group of Lenders specified by this Agreement);
provided that unless and until the Agents shall have received such directions, the Agents may
(but shall not be obligated to) take such action, or refrain from taking such action, with respect to
such Default or Event of Default as it shall deem advisable in the best interests of the Lenders.

8.6 Non-Reliance on the Lead Arrangers, the Agents and Other Lenders.
Each Lender expressly acknowledges that neither the Lead Arrangers, any of the Agents nor any
of their respective officers, directors, employees, agents, attorneys and other advisors, partners,
attorneys-in-fact or Affiliates have made any representations or warranties to it and that no act by
any Agent hereafter taken, including any review of the affairs of a Loan Party or any Affiliate of
a Loan Party, shall be deemed to constitute any representation or warranty by such Agent to any
Lender. Each Lender represents to the Agents and the Lead Arrangers that it has, independently
and without reliance upon the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any other Lender, and based on such
documents and information as it has deemed appropriate, made its own appraisal of and
investigation into the business, operations, property, financial and other condition and
creditworthiness of the Loan Parties and their Affiliates and made its own decision to make its
Loans hereunder and enter into this Agreement. Each Lender also represents that it will,
independently and without reliance upon the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any other Lender,
and based on such documents and information as it shall deem appropriate at the time, continue
to make its own credit analysis, appraisals and decisions in taking or not taking action under this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents, and to make such investigation as it deems necessary
to inform itself as to the business, operations, property, financial and other condition and
creditworthiness of the Loan Parties and their Affiliates. Except for notices, reports and other
documents expressly required to be furnished to the Lenders by the Administrative Agent
hereunder, no Lead Arrangers and no Agent shall have any duty or responsibility to provide any
Lender with any credit or other information concerning the business, operations, property,
condition (financial or otherwise), prospects or creditworthiness of any Loan Party or any
affiliate of a Loan Party that may come into the possession of the Lead Arrangers or Agent or
any of its officers, directors, employees, agents, attorneys and other advisors, partners,
attorneys-in-fact or Affiliates.

8.7  Indemnification. The Lenders agree to indemnify the Lead Arrangers and
each Agent in its capacity as such (to the extent not reimbursed by the Loan Parties and without
limiting the obligation of the Loan Parties to do so), ratably according to their respective pro rata
percentage interests in a Commitments or the Loans, as applicable, in effect on the date on which
indemnification is sought under this Section 8.7 (or, if indemnification is sought after the date
upon which all Commitments shall have terminated and all Loans shall have been paid in full,
ratably in accordance with such pro rata percentage interests in the Loans immediately prior to
such date), for, and to save the Lead Arrangers and each Agent harmless from and against, any
and all liabilities, obligations, losses, damages, penalties, actions, judgments, suits, costs,
expenses or disbursements of any kind whatsoever that may at any time (including, without
limitation, at any time following the repayment of the Loans) be imposed on, incurred by or
asserted against the Lead Arrangers or such Agent in any way relating to or arising out of, the
Commitments, this Agreement, any of the other Loan Documents or any documents
contemplated by or referred to herein or therein or the transactions contemplated hereby or
thereby or any action taken or omitted by the Lead Arrangers or such Agent under or in
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connection with any of the foregoing; including, in connection with, the obtaining of approval of
the Loan Documents by the Bankruptcy Court and the Canadian Court and the preparation and
review of pleadings, documents and reports related to any Case and any subsequent case under
Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in Canada, attendance at meetings, court
hearings or conferences related to any Case and any subsequent case under Chapter 7 of the
Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in Canada, and general monitoring of any Case and any
subsequent case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in Canada,
provided that no Lender shall be liable for the payment of any portion of such liabilities,
obligations, losses, damages, penalties, actions, judgments, suits, costs, expenses or
disbursements that are found by a court of competent jurisdiction to have resulted directly from
the Lead Arrangers’ or such Agent’s gross negligence or willful misconduct. The agreements in
this Section 8.7 shall survive the payment of the Loans and all other amounts payable hereunder.

8.8 Lead Arrangers and Agents in their Individual Capacities. The Lead
Arrangers and each Agent and its Affiliates may make loans to, accept deposits from and
generally engage in any kind of business with any Loan Party as though the Lead Arrangers or
such Agent were not Lead Arrangers or an Agent. With respect to its Loans made or renewed by
it, the Lead Arrangers and each Agent shall have the same rights and powers under this
Agreement and the other Loan Documents as any Lender and may exercise the same as though
they were not the Lead Arrangers or an Agent, and the terms “Lender” and “Lenders” shall
include the Lead Arrangers and the Agent in their individual capacities.

8.9  Successor Agents. (a) The Administrative Agent, the US Collateral Agent
and the Canadian Collateral Agent may resign as Administrative Agent, US Collateral Agent or
Canadian Collateral Agent, respectively, upon 30 days’ notice to the Lenders and the Borrowers
and the Administrative Agent may be removed at any time with or without cause by an
instrument or concurrent instruments in writing delivered to Borrowers and Administrative
Agent and signed by Majority Lenders. If the Administrative Agent, US Collateral Agent or
Canadian Collateral Agent shall resign as Administrative Agent, US Collateral Agent or
Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents,
or is removed as Administrative Agent under this Agreement, then the Majority Lenders shall
appoint from among the Lenders a successor agent for the Lenders, which successor agent shall
(unless an Event of Default shall have occurred and be continuing) be subject to approval by the
Borrowers (which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed), whereupon such
successor agent shall succeed to the rights, powers and duties of the Administrative Agent, the
US Collateral Agent or the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, and the term
“Administrative Agent,” “US Collateral Agent” or “Canadian Collateral Agent,” as applicable,
shall mean such successor agent effective upon such appointment and approval, and the former
Agent’s rights, powers and duties as Administrative Agent, US Collateral Agent or Canadian
Collateral Agent, as applicable, shall be terminated, without any other or further act or deed on
the part of such former Agent or any of the parties to this Agreement or any holders of the Loans.
If no successor agent has accepted appointment as Administrative Agent, US Collateral Agent or
Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, by the date that is 30 days following a retiring Agent’s
notice of resignation, the retiring Agent’s resignation shall nevertheless thereupon become
effective, and the Lenders shall assume and perform all of the duties of the Administrative
Agent, US Collateral Agent or Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, hereunder until such
time, if any, as the Majority Lenders appoint a successor agent as provided for above. The
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Syndication Agent may resign as an Agent hereunder upon 30 days’ notice to the Administrative
Agent, the Lenders and the Borrowers. If the Syndication Agent shall resign as Syndication
Agent hereunder, as applicable, the duties, rights, obligations and responsibilities of such Agent
hereunder, if any, shall automatically be assumed by, and inure to the benefit of, the
Administrative Agent, without any further act by the Lead Arranger, any Agent or any Lender.
After any retiring Agent’s resignation or removal as Agent, the provisions of this Section 8 shall
inure to its benefit as to any actions taken or omitted to be taken by it while it was Agent under
this Agreement and the other Loan Documents.

8.10  Authorization to Release Liens and Guarantees. The US Collateral Agent
and the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, are hereby irrevocably authorized by each of
the Lenders to effect any release of Liens or Guarantee Obligations contemplated by Section
9.15.

8.11 The Lead Arrangers and the Syndication Agent. The Lead Arrangers and
the Syndication Agent, in their respective capacities as such, shall have no duties or
responsibilities, and shall incur no liability, under this Agreement and the other Loan
Documents.

8.12  Withholding Tax. (a) To the extent required by any applicable law, the
Administrative Agent may withhold from any interest payment to any Lender an amount
equivalent to any applicable withholding tax. If the forms or other documentation required by
Section 2.14(e) and (f) are not delivered to the Administrative Agent, then the Administrative
Agent may withhold from any interest payment to any Lender not providing such forms or other
documentation, a maximum amount of the applicable withholding tax.

(b) If the Internal Revenue Service, Canada Revenue Agency or any authority
of the United States of America, Canada or any other jurisdiction asserts a claim that the
Administrative Agent did not properly withhold tax from amounts paid to or for the account of
any Lender (because the appropriate form was not delivered, was not properly executed, or
because such Lender failed to notify the Administrative Agent of a change in circumstances
which rendered the exemption from, or reduction of, withholding tax ineffective, or for any other
reason), such Lender shall indemnify the Administrative Agent fully for all amounts paid,
directly or indirectly, by the Administrative Agent as tax or otherwise, including penalties and
interest, together with all expenses incurred, including legal expenses, allocated staff costs and
any out of pocket expenses.

(©) If any Lender sells, assigns, grants a participation in, or otherwise transfers
its rights under this Agreement, the purchaser, assignee, participant or transferee, as applicable,
shall comply and be bound by the terms of Sections 2.14(e) and (f) and this Section 8.12;
provided that with respect to any Participant, as set forth in Section 9.5(b), such Participant shall
only be required to comply with the requirements of Sections 2.14(e) and (f) if such Participant
seeks to obtain the benefits of Section 2.14.
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SECTION 9. MISCELLANEOUS

9.1 Amendments and Waivers. (a) Neither this Agreement nor any other Loan
Document, nor any terms hereof or thereof may be amended, supplemented or modified except
in accordance with the provisions of this Section 9.1. The Majority Lenders and each Loan Party
that is party to the relevant Loan Document may, or (with the written consent of the Majority
Lenders) the Administrative Agent and each Loan Party party to the relevant Loan Document
may, from time to time, (1) enter into written amendments, supplements or modifications hereto
and to the other Loan Documents (including amendments and restatements hereof or thereof) for
the purpose of adding any provisions to this Agreement or the other Loan Documents or
changing in any manner the rights of the Lenders or of the Loan Parties hereunder or thereunder
or (2) waive, on such terms and conditions as may be specified in the instrument of waiver, any
of the requirements of this Agreement or the other Loan Documents or any Default or Event of
Default and its consequences; provided, however, that no such waiver and no such amendment,
supplement or modification shall (except as provided in Section 9.1(b)):

6)) forgive the principal amount or extend the final scheduled date of
maturity of any Loan, reduce the stated rate of any interest payable hereunder or
extend the scheduled date of any payment thereof, or increase the amount or
extend the expiration date of any Commitment of any Lender, in each case
without the consent of each Lender directly affected thereby;

(i1) (A) amend, modify or waive any provision of this Section 9.1 or
reduce any percentage specified in the definition of Majority Lenders without the
consent of all Lenders, (B) consent to the assignment or transfer by either
Holdings or the Borrowers of any of their respective rights and obligations under
this Agreement and the other Loan Documents without the consent of all Lenders,
(C) release any of the Guarantors from their Guarantee Obligations under the
applicable Security Documents (except as otherwise provided herein), in each
case without the consent of all Lenders, or (D) release all or substantially all of
the Collateral (other than pursuant to transactions permitted hereunder) without
the consent of all Lenders;

(iii)  amend, modify or waive any provision of Section 8 or any other
provision of any Loan Document affecting the rights, duties and obligations of the
Lead Arrangers or any Agent without the consent of the Lead Arrangers or Agent
affected thereby; or

(iv)  amend, modify or waive the provisions of Section 2.12 or the
provisions of any of the Security Documents specifying the priority or order in
which payments shall be applied, in each case without the consent of each Lender
directly affected thereby.

Any such waiver and any such amendment, supplement or modification shall
apply equally to each of the Lenders and shall be binding upon the Loan Parties, the Lenders, the
Lead Arrangers, the Agents and all future holders of the Loans. In the case of any waiver, the
Loan Parties, the Lenders, the Lead Arrangers and the Agents shall be restored to their former
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position and rights hereunder and under the other Loan Documents, and any Default or Event of
Default waived shall be deemed to be cured and not continuing; but no such waiver shall extend
to any subsequent or other Default or Event of Default, or impair any right consequent thereon.
Any such waiver, amendment, supplement or modification shall be effected by a written
instrument signed by the parties required to sign pursuant to the foregoing provisions of this
Section 9.1; provided, that delivery of an executed signature page of any such instrument by
facsimile transmission shall be effective as delivery of a manually executed counterpart thereof.

(b) If, in connection with any proposed amendment, modification, waiver or
termination of or in respect of this Agreement, a Lender fails to consent thereto (any such Lender
whose consent is not obtained being referred to as “Non-Consenting Lender”), then at the
Borrowers’ sole cost and expense, the Borrowers may require such Non-Consenting Lender to
promptly transfer to a bank or other financial institution specified by the Borrowers (which other
bank or financial institution approves the proposed amendment, modification, waiver or
termination) all of the Loans of such Non-Consenting Lender for an amount equal to, from such
purchaser of the Loans, the principal balance of all Loans held by such Non-Consenting Lender
and all accrued interest and fees with respect thereto through the date of sale (such purchase and
sale to be consummated pursuant to an executed Assignment and Acceptance). In connection
with any such replacement, if the Non-Consenting Lender does not execute and deliver to the
Administrative Agent a duly completed Assignment and Acceptance reflecting such replacement
upon the request of the Administrative Agent following the execution and delivery by such
replacement Lender of such Assignment and Acceptance to the Non-Consenting Lender, then
such Non-Consenting Lender shall be deemed to have executed and delivered such Assignment
and Acceptance for all purposes of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents.

9.2  Notices. All notices, requests and demands to or upon the respective
parties hereto to be effective shall be in writing (including by telecopy), and, unless otherwise
expressly provided herein, shall be deemed to have been duly given or made when delivered, or
three Business Days after being deposited in the mail, postage prepaid, or, in the case of telecopy
notice, when received, addressed (a) in the case of Holdings, the Borrowers, the Lead Arrangers
and the Agents, as follows and (b) in the case of the Lenders, as set forth in an administrative
questionnaire delivered to the Administrative Agent or on Schedule I to the Lender Addendum to
which such Lender is a party or, in the case of a Lender which becomes a party to this
Agreement pursuant to an Assignment and Acceptance, in such Assignment and Acceptance or
(c) in the case of any party, to such other address as such party may hereafter notify to the other
parties hereto:

Holdings: 80 Field Point Rd.
Greenwich, Connecticut 06830
Attention: Jay Epstein
Telecopy: (203) 661-3349
Telephone: (203) 661-3344
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with a copy to

Kirkland & FEllis LLP

[ ]

[ ]
Attention: [ ]

Telecopy: |
Telephone: [

Borrowers: 10 Boulevard Des Capucins
Québec City,
Québec G1J 3R4
Attention: Chief Financial Offer
Telecopy: (418) 524-2920
Telephone: (418) 525-2912

with a copy to

White Birch Paper Holding Company
80 Field Point Rd.

Greenwich, Connecticut 06830
Attention: Jay Epstein

Telecopy: (203) 661-3349
Telephone: (203) 661-3344

with a copy to

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

[ ]

[ ]
Attention: [ ]

Telecopy: [
Telephone: [

US Collateral Agent: [Credit Suisse AG, Cayman Islands Branch |
[Eleven Madison Avenue]
[New York, NY 10010]
Attention: [Agency Group]
Telecopy: [(212) 325-9936]
Telephone: [(212) 325-8304]

with a copy to

Latham & Watkins LLP

885 Third Avenue, Suite 1000
New York, New York 10022
Attention: [ ]
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Administrative Agent/
Lead Arranger:

Lead Arranger/
Syndication Agent:

Canadian Collateral Agent:

111

Telecopy: (212) 751-4864
Telephone: [ ]

and a copy to

Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP

100 King Street West

1 First Canadian Place

Suite 6100, P.O. Box 50

Toronto, Ontario M5X 1B8

Attention: Marc Wasserman and Scott
Horner

Telecopy: (416) 862-6666

Telephone: (416) 862-4908 and (416) 862-
6596

Credit Suisse AG, Cayman Islands Branch
Eleven Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10010

Attention: [ ]
Telecopy: [ ]
Telephone: [ ]

with copies to Latham & Watkins LLP and
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP as specified
above

Black Diamond Commercial Finance,
L.L.C.

100 Field Drive

Lake Forest, IL 60045-2580
Attention: Hugo H. Gravenhorst
Telecopy: (847) 615-9064
Telephone: (847) 582-9138

[Credit Suisse, Toronto Branch]
[One Canadian Place]
[Suite 3000]
[P.O. Box 301]
[Toronto, Ontario M5X1C9]
[Canada]

Attention: [Edith Chan]
Telecopy: [(416) 352-4574]
Telephone: [(416) 352-4532]



provided that any notice, request or demand to or upon the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any
Lender shall not be effective until received; and provided, further, that any notices or deliveries
required to be given to any Lender hereunder may be effected by delivery of notice to the
Administrative Agent as provided above, followed by a distribution of such notice by the
Administrative Agent to any Lender through IntraLinks (or any similar electronic system
customarily used by financial institutions), to the extent such system is being used by the
Administrative Agent, it being understood that the Administrative Agent shall bear no
responsibility for any failure of any Lender to receive any such notice or delivery and the
Borrowers shall remain responsible therefor.

9.3  No Waiver; Cumulative Remedies. No failure to exercise and no delay in
exercising, on the part of any Agent or any Lender, any right, remedy, power or privilege
hereunder or under the other Loan Documents shall operate as a waiver thereof; nor shall any
single or partial exercise of any right, remedy, power or privilege hereunder preclude any other
or further exercise thereof or the exercise of any other right, remedy, power or privilege. The
rights, remedies, powers and privileges herein provided are cumulative and not exclusive of any
rights, remedies, powers and privileges provided by law.

9.4  Payment of Expenses. The Borrowers shall, jointly and severally, (a) pay
or reimburse the Lead Arrangers and the Agents for all their reasonable out-of-pocket costs and
expenses incurred in connection with (i) the syndication of the DIP Facility and the development,
preparation, execution and interpretation of, and any amendment, supplement or modification to,
this Agreement and the other Loan Documents and any other documents prepared in connection
herewith or therewith, (ii) the consummation and administration of the transactions contemplated
hereby and thereby, (iii) efforts to monitor the Loans or any of the other Obligations, and
evaluate, observe or assess any of the Loan Parties or their respective affairs, and verify, protect,
evaluate, assess, appraise, collect, sell, liquidate or otherwise dispose of any of the Collateral,
(iv) the obtaining of approval of the Loan Documents by the Bankruptcy Court and Canadian
Court, and (v) the preparation and review of pleadings, documents and reports related to any
Case and any subsequent case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in
Canada, attendance at meetings, court hearings or conferences related to any Case and any
subsequent case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in Canada, and
general monitoring of any Case and any subsequent case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy
Code or similar proceeding in Canada, including, in connection with the above, (A) the
reasonable fees and disbursements of Latham & Watkins LLP, Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
and such other local counsel as is reasonably determined appropriate by the Agents, (B) all
reasonable fees, costs and expenses of the US Collateral Agent’s and the Canadian Collateral
Agent’s advisors, consultants, appraisers and auditors, and (C) the charges of IntraLinks;
provided that the Borrowers shall not be required to reimburse or pay the fees and disbursements
of more than one U.S. counsel, one Canadian counsel and one local counsel for each applicable
jurisdiction, (b) pay or reimburse each Lender, the Lead Arrangers and the Agents for all their
reasonable costs and expenses incurred in connection with the enforcement or preservation of
any rights under this Agreement, the other Loan Documents and any other documents prepared
in connection herewith or therewith, provided that the Borrowers shall not be required to
reimburse or pay the fees and disbursements of more than (x) one U.S. counsel, one Canadian
counsel and one local counsel for each applicable jurisdiction for the Lead Arrangers and the
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Administrative Agent and (y) one additional U.S. counsel and one additional Canadian counsel
for all the Lenders (the “Legal Fee Limitations”), (c) jointly and severally pay, indemnify, or
reimburse each Lender, the Lead Arrangers and the Agents for, and hold each Lender, the Lead
Arrangers and the Agents harmless from, any and all recording and filing fees and any and all
liabilities with respect to, or resulting from any delay in paying, stamp, excise and similar taxes,
if any, which may be payable or determined to be payable in connection with the execution and
delivery of, or consummation or administration of any of the transactions contemplated by, or
any amendment, supplement or modification of, or any waiver or consent under or in respect of,
this Agreement, the other Loan Documents and any such other documents, and (d) jointly and
severally pay, indemnify or reimburse each Lender, the Lead Arrangers, each Agent, their
respective Affiliates, and their respective officers, directors, trustees, employees, Affiliates,
shareholders, members, attorneys and other advisors, agents and controlling Persons (each, an
“Indemnitee’) for, and hold each Indemnitee harmless from and against, any and all other
liabilities, obligations, losses, damages, penalties, actions, judgments, suits, costs, expenses or
disbursements of any kind or nature whatsoever with respect to the execution, delivery,
enforcement, performance and administration of this Agreement, the Chapter 11 Cases, the other
Loan Documents and any such other documents, including, without limitation, any of the
foregoing relating to the use of proceeds of the Loans or the violation of, noncompliance with or
liability under, any Environmental Law applicable to the operations of any Company Group
Member or any of the Mortgaged Properties of any Company Group Member or the use by
unauthorized Persons of information or other materials sent through electronic,
telecommunications or other information transmission systems that are intercepted by such
Persons and the fees and disbursements and other reasonable charges of legal counsel in
connection with claims, actions or proceedings by any Indemnitee against Holdings and the
Borrowers hereunder (all the foregoing in this clause (d), collectively, the “Indemnified
Liabilities”), provided, that the Borrowers shall have no obligation hereunder to any Indemnitee
with respect to Indemnified Liabilities to the extent a court of competent jurisdiction shall have
determined on a final and non-appealable basis that such Indemnified Liabilities resulted directly
from the gross negligence or willful misconduct of such Indemnitee or such Indemnitee’s
officers, directors, employees, controlling Persons or members. No Indemnitee shall be liable
for any damages arising from the use by unauthorized Persons of Information or other materials
sent through electronic, telecommunications or other information transmission systems that are
intercepted by such Persons (unless such damages are determined by a court of competent
jurisdiction on a final and non-appealable basis to have resulted directly from the gross
negligence or willful misconduct of such Indemnitee or such Indemnitee’s officers, directors,
employees, controlling Persons or members) or for any special, indirect, consequential or
punitive damages in connection with this DIP Facility. All amounts due under this Section 9.4
shall be payable not later than five (5) days after written demand therefor. Statements reflecting
amounts payable by the Loan Parties pursuant to this Section 9.4 shall be submitted to the
address of the Company set forth in Section 9.2, or to such other Person or address as may be
hereafter designated by the Company in a notice to the Administrative Agent. The agreements in
this Section 9.4 shall survive repayment of the Loans and all other amounts payable hereunder.

9.5 Successors and Assigns; Participations and Assignments. (a) This
Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of Holdings, the Borrowers, the
Lenders, the Lead Arrangers, the Agents, all future holders of the Loans and their respective
successors and assigns.
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(b) Any Lender may, without the consent of Holdings, the Borrowers or any
other Person, in accordance with applicable law, at any time sell to one or more banks or
financial institutions (each, a “Participant”) participating interests in any Loan owing to such
Lender, any Commitment of such Lender or any other interest of such Lender hereunder and
under the other Loan Documents. In the event of any such sale by a Lender of a participating
interest to a Participant, such Lender’s obligations under this Agreement to the other parties to
this Agreement shall remain unchanged, such Lender shall remain solely responsible for the
performance thereof, such Lender shall remain the holder of any such Loan for all purposes
under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents, and the Borrowers and the Agents shall
continue to deal solely and directly with such Lender in connection with such Lender’s rights
and obligations under this Agreement and the other Loan Documents. In no event shall any
Participant under any such participation have any right to approve any amendment or waiver of
any provision of any Loan Document, or any consent to any departure by any Loan Party
therefrom, except to the extent that such amendment, waiver or consent relates to the consent of
all Lenders as required under Section 9.1(a)(i) or 9.1(a)(ii)(C) or (D). Holdings and each of the
Borrowers agree that if amounts outstanding under this Agreement and the Loans are due or
unpaid, or shall have been declared or shall have become due and payable upon the occurrence
of an Event of Default, each Participant shall, to the maximum extent permitted by applicable
law, be deemed to have the right of setoff in respect of its participating interest in amounts owing
under this Agreement to the same extent as if the amount of its participating interest were owing
directly to it as a Lender under this Agreement, provided that, in purchasing such participating
interest, such Participant shall be deemed to have agreed to share with the Lenders the proceeds
thereof as provided in Section 9.7(a) as fully as if such Participant were a Lender hereunder.
Each of Holdings and the Borrowers also agrees that each Participant shall be entitled to the
benefits of Sections 2.12, 2.13 and 2.14 (subject to the limitations and requirements thereof) with
respect to its participation in the Commitments and the Loans outstanding from time to time as if
such Participant were a Lender; provided that, in the case of Section 2.14, such Participant shall
have complied with the requirements of said Section 2.14, and provided, further, that no
Participant shall be entitled to receive any greater amount pursuant to any such Section 2.12,
2.13 or 2.14 than the transferor Lender would have been entitled to receive in respect of the
amount of the participation transferred by such transferor Lender to such Participant had no such
transfer occurred.

If and to the extent that a Non-US Lender sells a participating interest to a
Participant, and such Participant seeks to obtain the benefits of Section 2.14, then such Lender
shall promptly provide the Company and the Administrative Agent with documentation
reflecting the portion of its Loan, Commitment and/or any other interest of such Lender
hereunder and under the other Loan Documents sold pursuant to such participating interest on a
properly completed and duly executed Internal Revenue Service Form W-8IMY (or any
subsequent versions thereof or successors thereto) and the portion of its Loan, Commitment
and/or any other interest of such Lender hereunder and under the other Loan Documents retained
on a properly completed and duly executed Internal Revenue Service Form W-8BEN or Form
W-8ECI (or any subsequent versions thereof or successors thereto).

(©) Any Lender (an “Assignor”) may, in accordance with applicable law and
upon written notice to the Administrative Agent, at any time and from time to time assign to any
Lender or any affiliate, Related Fund or Control Investment Affiliate thereof or, with the consent
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of the Administrative Agent (not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed) and the Borrowers (not
to be unreasonably withheld or delayed; provided that the consent of the Borrowers shall be
required to any such assignment (i) during the continuance of an Event of Default or (ii) during
the period following the funding in full of the total amount of the Interim Date commitments and
the Delayed Draw Commitments to a bank or financial institution (an “Assignee”) of all or any
part of its rights and obligations under this Agreement pursuant to an Assignment and
Acceptance, substantially in the form of Exhibit E (an “Assignment and Acceptance”), executed
by such Assignee and such Assignor (and, where the consent of the Administrative Agent and
the Borrowers is required pursuant to the foregoing provisions, by the Administrative Agent and
the Borrowers) and delivered to the Administrative Agent for its acceptance and recording in the
Register; provided, that each assignment [(i) be in accordance with Section 9.5(g) below and (ii)]
to an Assignee (other than any Lender or any Affiliate thereof) shall be in an aggregate principal
amount of $1,000,000 or an integral multiple thereof (other than in the case of an assignment of
all of a Lender’s interests under this Agreement)), unless otherwise agreed by the Company and
the Administrative Agent and Related Funds shall be treated as one Assignee for purposes of this
proviso. Upon such execution, delivery, acceptance and recording, from and after the effective
date determined pursuant to such Assignment and Acceptance, (x) the Assignee thereunder shall
be a party hereto and, to the extent provided in such Assignment and Acceptance, have the rights
and obligations of a Lender hereunder with Commitments and/or Loans as set forth therein, and
(y) the Assignor thereunder shall, to the extent provided in such Assignment and Acceptance, be
released from its obligations under this Agreement (and, in the case of an Assignment and
Acceptance covering all of an Assignor’s rights and obligations under this Agreement, such
Assignor shall cease to be a party hereto, except as to Section 2.13, 2.14, 2.15, 8.12 and 9.5 in
respect of the period prior to such effective date). For purposes of the minimum assignment
amounts set forth in this paragraph, multiple assignments by two or more Related Funds or
Control Investment Affiliates shall be aggregated.

(d) The Administrative Agent shall, on behalf of the Borrowers and each
Guarantor, maintain at its address referred to in Section 9.2 a copy of each Assignment and
Acceptance delivered to it and a register (the “Register”) for the recordation of the names and
addresses of the Lenders and the Commitment of, and principal amount of the Loans owing to,
each Lender from time to time. The entries in the Register shall be conclusive, in the absence of
manifest error, and the Borrowers, each Agent and the Lenders shall treat each Person whose
name is recorded in the Register as the owner of the Loans and any Notes evidencing such Loans
recorded therein for all purposes of this Agreement. Any assignment of any Loan, whether or
not evidenced by a Note, shall be effective only upon appropriate entries with respect thereto
being made in the Register (and each Note shall expressly so provide). Any assignment or
transfer of all or part of a Loan evidenced by a Note shall be registered on the Register only upon
surrender for registration of assignment or transfer of the Note evidencing such Loan,
accompanied by a duly executed Assignment and Acceptance; thereupon one or more new Notes
in the same aggregate principal amount shall be issued to the designated Assignee, and the old
Notes shall be returned by the Administrative Agent to the Borrowers marked “canceled”. The
Register shall be available for inspection by (i) the Borrowers and the Syndication Agent and (ii)
any Lender at any reasonable time and from time to time upon reasonable prior notice, (with
respect to any entry relating to such Lender’s Loans).
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(e) Upon its receipt of an Assignment and Acceptance executed by an
Assignor and an Assignee (and, in any case where the consent of any other Person is required by
Section 9.5(¢c), by each such other Person) together, in the event such Assignment and
Acceptance is not electronically executed and delivered to the Administrative Agent via an
electronic settlement system then acceptable to the Administrative Agent (which system shall
initially be ClearPar LLC), with payment by the Assignor or Assignee to the Administrative
Agent of a registration and processing fee of $3,500 (treating multiple, simultaneous assignments
by or to two or more Related Funds as a single assignment) (except that no such registration and
processing fee shall be payable in the case of an Assignee which is already a Lender or is an
Affiliate, Related Fund or Control Investment Affiliate of a Lender or a Person under common
management with a Lender), the Administrative Agent shall (i) promptly accept such
Assignment and Acceptance and (i1) on the effective date determined pursuant thereto record the
information contained therein in the Register and give notice of such acceptance and recordation
to the Company. On or prior to such effective date, the Borrowers, at their own expense, upon
request, shall execute and deliver to the Administrative Agent (in exchange for the Note of the
assigning Lender) a new Note to the order of such Assignee in an amount equal to the
Commitment and/or Loan assumed or acquired by it pursuant to such Assignment and
Acceptance and, if the Assignor has retained a Commitment or Loan, upon request, a new Note
to the order of the Assignor in an amount equal to the Commitment or Loan retained by it
hereunder. Such new Note or Notes shall be dated the Closing Date and shall otherwise be in the
form of the Note or Notes replaced thereby.

) For the avoidance of doubt, the parties to this Agreement acknowledge
that the provisions of this Section 9.5 concerning assignments of Loans and Notes relate only to
absolute assignments and that such provisions do not prohibit assignments creating security
interests in Loans and Notes, including, without limitation, any pledge or assignment by a
Lender of any Loan or Note to any Federal Reserve Bank in accordance with applicable law.

(2) [In the case of any assignment of Interim Date Loan Commitments,
Interim Date Loans, Delayed Draw Commitments or Delayed Draw Loans, such Assignor must
also assign an equal, pro rata portion of its Interim Date Loan Commitments, Interim Date
Loans, Delayed Draw Commitments or Delayed Draw Loans, as applicable, to the applicable
Assignee. ]

9.6  Replacements of Lenders under Certain Circumstances. The Borrowers
(at its sole cost and expense) shall be permitted to replace any Lender that requests (for itself or
on behalf of any Participant to which it has granted a participation in its Loans or Commitments)
reimbursement for amounts owing pursuant to Section 2.13 or 2.14 with a replacement bank or
other financial institution (but in the case of a participation, only to the extent thereof), provided
that (i) such replacement does not conflict with any Requirement of Law, (ii) no Event of Default
shall have occurred and be continuing at the time of such replacement, (iii) the replacement bank
or institution shall purchase, at par, all Loans and other amounts owing to such replaced Lender
prior to the date of replacement, the replacement bank or institution, if not already a Lender, and
the terms and conditions of such replacement, shall be reasonably satisfactory to the
Administrative Agent, (iv) the replaced Lender shall be obligated to make such replacement in
accordance with the provisions of Section 9.5 (provided that the Borrowers shall be obligated to
pay the registration and processing fee referred to therein) and (v) any such replacement shall not
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be deemed to be a waiver of any rights that the Borrowers or any Agent, Lead Arranger or
Lender shall have against the replaced Lender. In connection with any such replacement, if the
replaced Lender does not execute and deliver to the Administrative Agent a duly completed
Assignment and Acceptance reflecting such replacement within five Business Days of the date
on which the replacement Lender executes and delivers such Assignment and Acceptance to the
replaced Lender, then such replaced Lender shall be deemed to have executed and delivered such
Assignment and Acceptance for all purposes of the this Agreement and the other Loan
Documents.

9.7  Adjustments; Set-off. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 362
of the Bankruptcy Code, without any application, motion or notice to, hearing before, or order
from, the Bankruptcy Court or the Canadian Court but subject in all cases to the Applicable
Order, except to the extent that this Agreement provides for payments to be allocated to a
particular Lender, if any Lender (a “Benefited Lender”) shall at any time receive any payment of
all or part of the Obligations owing to it, or receive any collateral in respect thereof (whether
voluntarily or involuntarily, by set-off, in its capacity as secured party or otherwise) or any
proceeds from Collateral (whether pursuant to the exercise of the rights of any Secured Party
under the Security Documents or under law or otherwise), in a greater proportion than any such
payment to or collateral or proceeds of Collateral received by any other Lender, if any, in respect
of the Obligations owing to such other Lender, such Benefited Lender shall purchase for cash
from the other Lenders a participating interest in such portion of the Obligations owing to each
such other Lender, or shall provide such other Lenders with the benefits of any such collateral, as
shall be necessary to cause such Benefited Lender to share the excess payment, benefits of such
collateral or proceeds from Collateral ratably with each of the Lenders; provided, however, that
if all or any portion of such excess payment or benefits or proceeds is thereafter recovered from
such Benefited Lender, such purchase shall be rescinded, and the purchase price and benefits
returned, to the extent of such recovery, but without interest. The provisions of this paragraph
are intended to apply to all Lenders and to all payments, Collateral or proceeds of Collateral
received by such Lenders in respect of the Obligations of the Borrowers hereunder.

(b) In addition to any rights and remedies of the Lenders provided by law,
each Lender shall have the right, without prior notice to the Borrowers, any such notice being
expressly waived by the Borrowers to the extent permitted by applicable law, upon any amount
becoming due and payable by the Borrowers hereunder (whether at the stated maturity, by
acceleration or otherwise), to set off and appropriate and apply against such amount any and all
deposits (general or special, time or demand, provisional or final), in any currency, and any other
credits, indebtedness or claims, in any currency, in each case whether direct or indirect, absolute
or contingent, matured or unmatured, at any time held or owing by such Lender or any branch or
agency thereof to or for the credit or the account of the Borrowers, as the case may be. Each
Lender agrees to notify promptly the Borrowers and the Administrative Agent after any such
setoff and application made by such Lender, provided that the failure to give such notice shall
not affect the validity of such setoff and application.

9.8 Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed by one or more of the
parties to this Agreement on any number of separate counterparts, and all of said counterparts
taken together shall be deemed to constitute one and the same instrument. Delivery of an
executed signature page of this Agreement or of a Lender Addendum by facsimile transmission
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shall be effective as delivery of a manually executed counterpart hereof. A set of the copies of
this Agreement signed by all the parties shall be lodged with the Borrowers and the
Administrative Agent.

9.9 Severability. Any provision of this Agreement that is prohibited or
unenforceable in any jurisdiction shall, as to such jurisdiction, be ineffective to the extent of such
prohibition or unenforceability without invalidating the remaining provisions hereof, and any
such prohibition or unenforceability in any jurisdiction shall not invalidate or render
unenforceable such provision in any other jurisdiction.

9.10 Integration. This Agreement and the other Loan Documents represent the
entire agreement of Holdings, the Borrowers, the other Loan Parties, the Agents, the Lead
Arrangers and the Lenders with respect to the subject matter hereof and thereof, and there are no
promises, undertakings, representations or warranties by the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any
Lender relative to the subject matter hereof not expressly set forth or referred to herein or in the
other Loan Documents.

9.11 GOVERNING LAW. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE EXPRESSLY
PROVIDED IN ANY OF THE LOAN DOCUMENTS, IN ALL RESPECTS, INCLUDING
ALL MATTERS OF CONSTRUCTION, VALIDITY AND PERFORMANCE, THE
LOAN DOCUMENTS AND THE OBLIGATIONS SHALL BE GOVERNED BY, AND
CONSTRUED AND ENFORCED IN ACCORDANCE WITH, THE INTERNAL LAWS
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK APPLICABLE TO CONTRACTS MADE AND
PERFORMED IN THAT STATE AND ANY APPLICABLE LAWS OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA (INCLUDING THE BANKRUPTCY CODE) AND THE CCAA.
EACH LOAN PARTY HEREBY CONSENTS AND AGREES THAT THE
BANKRUPTCY COURT (AND, IN THE CASE OF THE CANADIAN LOAN PARTIES,
THE CANADIAN COURT) SHALL HAVE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION TO HEAR
AND DETERMINE ANY CLAIMS OR DISPUTES BETWEEN THE LOAN PARTIES,
AGENTS, THE LEAD ARRANGERS AND LENDERS PERTAINING TO THE
FACILITY OR ANY OF THE OTHER LOAN DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE
FACILITY OR TO ANY MATTER ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO THE
FACILITY OR ANY OF THE OTHER LOAN DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE
FACILITY ; PROVIDED, THAT AGENTS, THE LEAD ARRANGERS, LENDERS AND
THE LOAN PARTIES ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ANY APPEALS FROM THE
BANKRUPTCY COURT (OR THE CANADIAN COURT) MAY HAVE TO BE HEARD
BY A COURT OTHER THAN THE BANKRUPTCY COURT (OR CANADIAN
COURT); PROVIDED, FURTHER, THAT NOTHING IN THIS AGREEMENT SHALL
BE DEEMED OR OPERATE TO PRECLUDE AGENTS AND THE LEAD
ARRANGERS FROM BRINGING SUIT OR TAKING OTHER LEGAL ACTION IN
ANY OTHER JURISDICTION TO REALIZE ON THE COLLATERAL OR ANY
OTHER SECURITY FOR THE OBLIGATIONS, OR TO ENFORCE A JUDGMENT OR
OTHER COURT ORDER IN FAVOR OF AGENTS AND THE LEAD ARRANGERS.
EACH LOAN PARTY EXPRESSLY SUBMITS AND CONSENTS IN ADVANCE TO
SUCH JURISDICTION IN ANY ACTION OR SUIT COMMENCED IN ANY SUCH
COURT, AND EACH LOAN PARTY HEREBY WAIVES ANY OBJECTION THAT
SUCH LOAN PARTY MAY HAVE BASED UPON LACK OF PERSONAL
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JURISDICTION, IMPROPER VENUE OR FORUM NON CONVENIENS AND
HEREBY CONSENTS TO THE GRANTING OF SUCH LEGAL OR EQUITABLE
RELIEF AS IS DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY SUCH COURT. EACH LOAN PARTY
HEREBY WAIVES PERSONAL SERVICE OF THE SUMMONS, COMPLAINT AND
OTHER PROCESS ISSUED IN ANY SUCH ACTION OR SUIT AND AGREES THAT
SERVICE OF SUCH SUMMONS, COMPLAINTS AND OTHER PROCESS MAY BE
MADE BY REGISTERED OR CERTIFIED MAIL ADDRESSED TO SUCH LOAN
PARTY AT THE ADDRESS SET FORTH IN SECTION 9.2 OF THIS AGREEMENT
AND THAT SERVICE SO MADE SHALL BE DEEMED COMPLETED UPON THE
EARLIER OF SUCH LOAN PARTY’S ACTUAL RECEIPT THEREOF OR THREE (3)
DAYS AFTER DEPOSIT IN THE UNITED STATES OR CANADIAN MAILS, PROPER
POSTAGE PREPAID.

9.12  Submission to Jurisdiction; Waivers. Each of Holdings and the Borrowers
hereby irrevocably and unconditionally:

(a) submits for itself and its Property in any legal action or proceeding
relating to this Agreement and the other Loan Documents to which it is a party, or for
recognition and enforcement of any judgment in respect thereof, to the exclusive general
jurisdiction of the courts of the State of New York located in the County of New York, the courts
of the United States of America for the Southern District of New York, and appellate courts from
any thereof;

(b) consents that any such action or proceeding may be brought in such courts
and waives any objection that it may now or hereafter have to the venue of any such action or
proceeding in any such court or that such action or proceeding was brought in an inconvenient
court and agrees not to plead or claim the same;

(©) agrees that service of process in any such action or proceeding may be
effected by mailing a copy thereof by registered or certified mail (or any substantially similar
form of mail), postage prepaid, to Holdings or the Borrowers at the addresses set forth in Section
9.2 or at such other address of which the Administrative Agent shall have been notified pursuant
thereto;

(d) agrees that nothing herein shall affect the right to effect service of process
in any other manner permitted by law or shall limit the right to sue in any other jurisdiction; and

(e) waives, to the maximum extent not prohibited by law, any right it may
have to claim or recover in any legal action or proceeding referred to in this Section 9.12 any
special, exemplary, punitive or consequential damages.

9.13  Acknowledgments. Each of Holdings and the Borrowers hereby
acknowledges that:

(a) it has been advised by counsel in the negotiation, execution and delivery
of this Agreement and the other Loan Documents;
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(b) neither the Lead Arrangers, any Agent nor any Lender has any fiduciary
relationship with or duty to Holdings or the Borrowers arising out of or in connection with this
Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents, and the relationship between the Lead
Arrangers, the Agents and the Lenders, on one hand, and Holdings and the Borrowers, on the
other hand, in connection herewith or therewith is solely that of debtor and creditor; and

(©) no joint venture is created hereby or by the other Loan Documents or
otherwise exists by virtue of the transactions contemplated hereby among the Lead Arrangers,
the Agents and the Lenders or among Holdings, the Borrowers and the Lenders.

9.14  Confidentiality. Each of the Lead Arrangers, the Agents and the Lenders
agrees to keep confidential all information provided to it by any Loan Party pursuant to this
Agreement that is designated by such Loan Party as confidential; provided that nothing herein
shall prevent the Lead Arrangers, any Agent or any Lender from disclosing any such information
(a) to the Lead Arrangers, any Agent, any other Lender or any Affiliate of any thereof, (b) to any
pledgee referred to in Section 9.5(f) or to any Participant, pledgee or Assignee (each, a
“Transferee”) or prospective Transferee that agrees to comply with the provisions of this Section
9.14 or substantially equivalent provisions, (¢) to any of its employees, directors, agents,
attorneys, accountants and other professional advisors (it being understood that the persons to
whom such disclosure is made shall be informed of the confidential nature of such information
and instructed to keep such information confidential), (d) to any financial institution that is a
direct or indirect contractual counterparty in swap agreements or such contractual counterparty’s
professional advisor (so long as such contractual counterparty or professional advisor to such
contractual counterparty agrees to be bound by the provisions of this Section 9.14), (e) upon the
request or demand of any Governmental Authority having jurisdiction over it, (f) in response to
any order of any court or other Governmental Authority or as may otherwise be required
pursuant to any Requirement of Law, (g) if requested or required to do so in connection with any
litigation or similar proceeding, (h) that has been publicly disclosed other than in breach of this
Section 9.14, (i) to the National Association of Insurance Commissioners or any similar
organization or any nationally recognized rating agency that requires access to information about
a Lender’s investment portfolio in connection with ratings issued with respect to such Lender or
(j) in connection with the exercise of any remedy hereunder or under any other Loan Document.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the foregoing sentence or any other express or
implied agreement, arrangement or understanding, the parties hereto hereby agree that, from the
commencement of discussions with respect to the financing provided hereunder, any party hereto
(and each of its employees, representatives, or agents) is permitted to disclose to any and all
persons, without limitation of any kind, the tax structure and tax aspects of the transactions
contemplated hereby, and all materials of any kind (including opinions or other tax analyses)
related to such tax structure and tax aspects.

9.15 Release of Collateral and Guarantee Obligations.

(a) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein or in any other
Loan Document, upon request of the Borrowers in connection with any Disposition of Property
by any Company Group Member permitted by the Loan Documents, the US Collateral Agent or
the Canadian Collateral Agent, as applicable, shall (without notice to, or vote or consent of, any
Lender, any Affiliate of any Lender, or any other Person) take such actions as shall be required
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to release its security interest in any Collateral being Disposed of in such Disposition, and to
release any Guarantee Obligations under any Loan Document of any Person being Disposed of in
such Disposition, to the extent necessary to permit consummation of such Disposition in
accordance with the Loan Documents; provided that (i) the Borrowers shall have delivered to
such Agent, at least five Business Days prior to the date of the proposed release (or such shorter
period agreed to by such Agent), a written request for release identifying the relevant Collateral
being Disposed of in such Disposition, together with a certification by the Borrowers stating that
such transaction is in compliance with this Agreement and the other Loan Documents, that no
Default or Event of Default has occurred and is continuing, and that the proceeds of such
Disposition will be applied in accordance with this Agreement and the other Loan Documents
and (ii) with respect to any Disposition or series of related Dispositions, in each case permitted
hereunder, for consideration of not more than $100,000, (x) the Borrowers is hereby authorized
by the Administrative Agent to make such filings or recordings under the UCC or the Personal
Property Security Legislation (including amendments or terminations of Financing Statements)
or other relevant law to release the Lien on the assets subject to such Disposition or series of
related Dispositions and (y) the request and certification described in clause (i) shall not be
required.

(b) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein or any other
Loan Document, when all Obligations have been paid in full and all Commitments have
terminated or expired, upon request of the Company, the US Collateral Agent or the Canadian
Collateral Agent, as applicable, shall take such actions as shall be required to release its security
interest in all Collateral, and to release all Guarantee Obligations provided for in any Loan
Document. Any such release of Guarantee Obligations shall be deemed subject to the provision
that such guarantee obligations shall be reinstated if after such release any portion of any
payment in respect of the Obligations guaranteed thereby shall be rescinded or must otherwise be
restored or returned upon the insolvency, bankruptcy, dissolution, liquidation or reorganization
of the Borrowers or any other Loan Party, or upon or as a result of the appointment of a receiver,
interim receiver, receiver—manager, intervenor or conservator of, or trustee or similar officer for,
the Borrowers or any other Loan Party or any substantial part of its property, or otherwise, all as
though such payment had not been made.

9.16  Accounting Changes. [In the event that any “Accounting Change” (as
defined below) shall occur and such change results in a change in the method of calculation of
financial covenants, standards or terms in this Agreement, then the Borrowers and the
Administrative Agent agree to enter into negotiations in order to amend such provisions of this
Agreement so as to equitably reflect such Accounting Change with the desired result that the
criteria for evaluating the Borrowers’ and their respective Subsidiaries’ financial condition shall
be the same after such Accounting Change as if such Accounting Change had not been made.
Until such time as such an amendment shall have been executed and delivered by Holdings, the
Borrowers, the Administrative Agent and the Majority Lenders, all financial covenants,
standards and terms in this Agreement shall continue to be calculated or construed as if such
Accounting Change had not occurred. “Accounting Change” refers to any change in accounting
principles required by the promulgation of any rule, regulation, pronouncement or opinion by the
Financial Accounting Standards Board of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
or, if applicable, the SEC].
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9.17 Delivery of Lender Addenda. Each Lender not a Lender as of the Closing
Date and not an Assignee as of the Closing Date shall become a party to this Agreement by
delivering to the Administrative Agent a Lender Addendum duly executed by such Lender, the
Borrowers and the Administrative Agent.

9.18 WAIVERS OF JURY TRIAL. EACH PARTY HERETO HEREBY
IRREVOCABLY AND UNCONDITIONALLY WAIVES TRIAL BY JURY IN ANY
LEGAL ACTION OR PROCEEDING RELATING TO THIS AGREEMENT OR ANY
OTHER LOAN DOCUMENT AND FOR ANY COUNTERCLAIM THEREIN.

9.19 Judgment Currency. (a) If, for the purpose of obtaining or enforcing
judgment against a Loan Party in any court in any jurisdiction, it becomes necessary to convert
into any other currency (such other currency being hereinafter in this Section 9.19 referred to as
the “Judgment Currency’’) an amount due under any Loan Document in any currency (the
“Obligation Currency”) other than the Judgment Currency, the conversion shall be made at the
rate of exchange prevailing on the Business Day immediately preceding the date of actual
payment of the amount due, in the case of any proceeding in the courts of the State of New York
or in the courts of any other jurisdiction that will give effect to such conversion being made on
such date, or the date on which the judgment is given, in the case of any proceeding in the courts
of any other jurisdiction (the applicable date as of which such conversion is made pursuant to
this Section 9.19 being hereinafter in this Section 9.19 referred to as the “Judgment Conversion
Date”).

(b) If, in the case of any proceeding in the court of any jurisdiction referred to
in Section 9.19(a), there is a change in the rate of exchange prevailing between the Judgment
Conversion Date and the date of actual receipt of the amount due in immediately available funds,
the Loan Party shall pay such additional amount (if any, but in any event not a lesser amount) as
may be necessary to ensure that the amount actually received in the Judgment Currency, when
converted at the rate of exchange prevailing on the date of payment, will produce the amount of
the Obligation Currency which could have been purchased with the amount of the Judgment
Currency stipulated in the judgment or judicial order at the rate of exchange prevailing on the
Judgment Conversion Date. Any amount due from any Loan Party under this Section 9.19 shall
be due as a separate debt and shall not be affected by judgment being obtained for any other
amounts due under or in respect of any of the Loan Documents. The term “rate of exchange” in
this Section 9.19 means the rate of exchange at which the Administrative Agent, on the relevant
date at or about 12:00 noon (New York time), would be prepared to sell, in accordance with its
normal course foreign currency exchange practices, the Obligation Currency against the
Judgment Currency.

9.20 Limitation on Liability. In the event of the dissolution, liquidation,
winding up or termination of Holdings or the Borrowers, no present or past shareholder or other
member of Holdings or the Borrowers shall be liable to make any contribution to the assets of
Holdings or the Borrowers pursuant to section 135 of the Companies Act (Nova Scotia) for the
purposes of satisfying any debts, liabilities or claims pursuant to this Agreement, any Security
Documents or any other Loan Documents, such debts, liabilities or claims being restricted to the
recourses that would be available had each of Holdings and the Borrowers has been at all
relevant times a company limited by shares. Nothing in this paragraph shall limit the obligations
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of any such Person arising pursuant to any agreement to which such person is a party, or under
which such Person has incurred obligations, or on any other basis or in any other capacity which
in any such case is not described in section 135 of the Companies Act (Nova Scotia).

9.21 Parties Including Trustees; Bankruptcy Court Proceedings. This
Agreement, the other Loan Documents, and all Liens and other rights and privileges created
hereby or pursuant hereto or to any other Loan Document shall be binding upon each Loan Party,
the bankruptcy estate of each Loan Party, and any trustee, other bankruptcy estate representative
or any successor in interest of any Loan Party in each Case and any subsequent case commenced
under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code or similar proceeding in Canada, and shall not be
subject to Section 365 of the Bankruptcy Code. This Agreement and the other Loan Documents
shall be binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, the successors of Agents and Lenders and their
respective assigns, transferees and endorsees. The Liens created by this Agreement and the other
Loan Documents shall be and remain valid and perfected in the event of the substantive
consolidation of any Case or conversion of any Case to a case under Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy
Code or a similar proceeding in Canada or in the event of dismissal of any Case or the release of
any Collateral from the jurisdiction of the Bankruptcy Court or the Canadian Court for any
reason, without the necessity that the Administrative Agent files financing statements or
otherwise perfect its Liens under applicable law. No Loan Party may assign, transfer,
hypothecate or otherwise convey its rights, benefits, obligations or duties hereunder or under any
of the other Loan Documents without the prior express written consent of each Agent and each
Lender. Any such purported assignment, transfer, hypothecation or other conveyance by any
Loan Party without the prior express written consent of the Agents and Lenders shall be void.
The terms and provisions of this Agreement are for the purpose of defining the relative rights and
obligations of each Loan Party, Agents, the Lead Arrangers and Lenders with respect to the
transactions contemplated hereby and no Person shall be a third party beneficiary of any of the
terms and provisions of this Agreement or any of the other Loan Documents.

9.22  Prepetition Senior Loan Documents. Borrowers and the other Loan
Parties hereby acknowledge and agree that (i) this Agreement and each other Loan Document is
separate and distinct from the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, (ii) the Prepetition Senior
Loan Documents are in full force and effect, (iii) by entering into this Agreement and each other
Loan Document, none of the Agents, Lead Arrangers or Lenders waives, and each expressly
reserves, any and all claims, causes of action, defenses, rights and remedies it has or may have
pursuant to any or all of the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, the Prepetition Intercreditor
Agreement, any other inter-creditor or subordination agreement, the Bankruptcy Code, the
CCAA and/or under applicable law against or with respect to any Loan Party and any other
Person or entity; (iv) the Obligations of the Loan Parties, and the rights, benefits, privileges,
remedies, claims, Liens, security interests and priorities of the Agents, Lead Arrangers and
Lenders arising under or in connection with this Agreement, each other Loan Document and the
Applicable Orders, are in addition to, and are not intended as a waiver or substitution for, the
rights, benefits, privileges, remedies, claims, liens, security interests and priorities granted to
such parties under any or all of the Prepetition Senior Loan Documents, the Prepetition
Intercreditor Agreement, any other inter-creditor or subordination agreement, the Bankruptcy
Code, the CCAA and/or under applicable law, all of which are expressly reserved by the Agents,
Lead Arrangers and Lenders.
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[Signature pages follow]

124
NY\1620408.3



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Credit Agreement

to be duly executed and delivered by their proper and duly authorized officers as of the day and

year first above written.

NY\1620408.3

WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY

By:

Name:
Title:

WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY

By:

Name:
Title:

STADACONA L.P., by one of its general partners,
WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY

By:

Name:
Title:

F.F. SOUCY L.P., by one of its general partners,
WHITE BIRCH PAPER COMPANY

By:

Name:
Title:

BEAR ISLAND PAPER COMPANY, L.L.C.

By:

Name:
Title:

PAPIER MASSON LTEE
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Name:
Title:
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BLACK DIAMOND COMMERCIAL FINANCE,
LL.C,
as a Lead Arranger and Syndication Agent

By:

Name:
Title:

By:

Name:
Title:

[ 1,
as US Collateral Agent

By:

Name:
Title:

By:

Name:
Title:

CREDIT SUISSE AG, CAYMAN ISLANDS
BRANCH,

as Administrative Agent [and Canadian Collateral
Agent] and a Lead Arranger

By:

Name:
Title:

By:

Name:
Title:
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Solely for purposes of making the acknowledgment
in the last sentence of Section 8.1(d);

STADACONA GENERAL PARTNER INC.

By:

Name:
Title:
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SCHEDULE 1.1(a)

FIRST DAY ORDERS
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SCHEDULE 1.1(b)

INITIAL APPROVED BUDGET
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SCHEDULE 1.1(c)

MATERIAL AGREEMENTS
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SCHEDULE 2.1

INTERIM DATE COMMITMENTS/DELAYED DRAW COMMITMENT
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SCHEDULE 3.6

MATERIAL LITIGATION EVENTS
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SCHEDULE 3.10

TAXES
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SCHEDULE 3.15(a)

SUBSIDIARIES

135
NY\1620408.3



SCHEDULE 3.17

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
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SCHEDULE 3.19

FILING JURISDICTIONS UNDER PERSONAL PROPERTY SECURITY LEGISLATION

Loan Party Filing Office

Company to list name of each Loan Party which is a party to any Security
Document and each filing office and jurisdiction in which a Financing Statement under
applicable Personal Property Security Legislation must be filed in respect of such Loan Party and
its collateral
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SCHEDULE 3.22

OWNED AND LEASED PROPERTY
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SCHEDULE 4.1(k)

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS
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SCHEDULE 5,16

DESIGNATED AGREEMENTS
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SCHEDULE 6.2(d)

EXISTING INDEBTEDNESS
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SCHEDULE 6.3(f)

EXISTING LIENS
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SCHEDULE 6.8

EXISTING INVESTMENTS
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Bureau 1900
Montréal, Québec H3B 1X9
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Tél/Tel: 514 875 6060
Téléc/Fax: 514 879 2600

ey.com/ca
CANADA SUPERIOR COURT
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC Commercial Division
DISTRICT OF MONTREAL Designated tribunal under the

Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act'

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED
PLAN OF COMPROMISE AND
ARRANGEMENT OF WHITE BIRCH
PAPER HOLDING COMPANY AND
VARIOUS SUBSIDIARIES AND
AFFILIATES AS LISTED IN THE
ATTACHED SCHEDULE “A”

DEBTORS
-and -

ERNST & YOUNG INC.

REPORT OF THE PROPOSED MONITOR — FEBRUARY 23, 2010

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

L.

Ernst & Young Inc. (“EYI”) understands that White Birch Paper Holding Company (“White
Birch”) and various of its Canadian subsidiaries and affiliates (collectively, the “Applicants”)
have brought a motion before this Honourable Court (“Court”) to commence proceedings under
the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (“CCAA”)', seeking, inter alia, a stay of
proceedings against the Applicants and against various partnerships in which the Applicants have
an interest (“Partnerships”) (the Applicants and the Partnerships are hereinafter referred to as
“WB Canada”), the appointment of EYI as monitor and various other relief while WB Canada
prepares a plan of arrangement pursuant to the CCAA.

The present report (“Report”) is intended to provide the Court with information on WB Canada
and its U.S. affiliate Bear Island Paper Company LLC (“Bear Island”, and together with WB
Canada, “WB Group”), its financial difficulties and the restructuring efforts to date, which

information has been made available to EYI in the course of the initial discussions in the context
of its proposed mandate as monitor. The Report is presented under the following headings:

2.1. Introduction and background
2.2.  Appointment of monitor
2.3. Terms of reference and disclaimer

2.4. Current liquidity crisis;

1
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2.5. Commencement of formal insolvency proceedings;

2.6. Cash flow forecast;

2.7. Interim financing;

2.8. Financial thresholds contemplated in the draft Initial Order;
2.9. Restructuring alternatives; and

2.10. Conclusions and recommendations.

3. White Birch is part of a large group of companies, with activities in the paper product sector. A
summarized organization chart presenting the relationship of the various members of the corporate
group is attached to this Report as Appendix A.

4. White Birch is privately owned and has its executive office at 80 Field Point Road, suite 3, in
Greenwich, Connecticut, in the United States of America (“U.S.”).

5. Through its subsidiaries, White Birch is the owner and operator of 3 pulp and paper mills and one
saw mill in the Province of Québec, which, together with a 4™ mill situated in Virginia and
operated by Bear Island, collectively produce 1.3 million metric tons of newsprint and directory
paper with up to 50% recycled content on a yearly basis. In 2009, it had the second-greatest
newsprint production capacity in North America, with a market share estimated to be
approximately 12%, annual sales of approximately US$675 million and approximately 1,300
employees. White Birch’s Canadian newsprint mills are located in the Province of Québec, near
Québec City (the “Stadacona Mill”), Rivi¢re-du-Loup (the “Soucy Mill”) and Masson-Angers
(the “Papier Masson Mill”), and its U. S. mill is situated in Ashland, Virginia (the “Bear Island
Mill”). WB Canada also operates a sawmill (known as the Leduc Sawmill) in Québec City, and a
stevedoring services company near Riviére-du-Loup.

6. Each of the Applicants and the Partnerships has its chief place of business in the Province of
Québec.

7. In addition to the above, White Birch holds an interest in SP Newsprint Co. LLC, (“SP”’) which is
the fourth largest newsprint producer in North America, that operates 2 mills and has a subsidiary
that operates several recycling facilities primarily in the Southeast and Western United States.
SP’s focus is on producing newsprint with a higher content of recycled materials. SP is not an
applicant in the proceedings under the CCAA or under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code (“Code”)?, as SP
is a separate business distinct from WB Canada and Bear Island, and is not otherwise addressed in
this Report.

8. Bear Island, one of the subsidiaries of White Birch, has activities and assets only in the U.S., and
as a consequence White Birch’s management does not believe, at the present time, that it is
necessary or appropriate for it to be an applicant in the proceedings under the CCAA. Bear Island
is expected to file for protection under Chapter 11 of the Code, by way of an application filed in
Virginia.

2 US. Code, title 11, chapter 11.
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9. While WB Canada’s plants are all located in the Province of Québec, some of the activities have a

cross-border element. We are informed that some of the purchases and a substantial portion of the
sales of WB Canada are with entities located in the U.S. As a consequence, White Birch’s
management believes that it is necessary for WB Canada to file proceedings in the U.S., under
Chapter 15 of the Code’, seeking recognition of the proceedings commenced in Canada under the
CCAA as a foreign main proceeding. The application is intended to be filed imminently, in
Virginia. The initial plan is to file an application for recognition in respect of 6 entities, namely
White Birch Paper Company, Stadacona General Partner Inc., Stadacona Limited Partnership, F.F.
Soucy Limited Partnership and F.F. Soucy, Inc. & Partners, Limited Partnership, and Papier
Masson Ltée., and to request that White Birch Paper Company be designated as the foreign
representative in the context of the proceedings under Chapter 15 of the Code.

10. In view of the proceedings contemplated to be taken in the U.S. in respect of Bear Island and some

of the Applicants, EYI considers that it is very likely that a cross border protocol will have to be
developed and submitted to the Court for approval, in the short term.

APPOINTMENT OF MONITOR

11.

12.

13.

As mentioned earlier in this Report, EYI has been informed that the Applicants are seeking its
appointment as monitor in the context of proceedings under the CCAA.

EYI confirms that it fulfills the requirement of section 11.7(1) of the CCAA, and that neither EY1
nor its affiliates, directors and officers is subject to the restrictions referred to in section
11.7(2)(a) and (b) of the CCAA.

EYI further confirms that it has consented to act as monitor in these proceedings, if the Court
chooses to appoint it as monitor.

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND DISCLAIMER

14.

In preparing this Report, EYI has relied upon unaudited financial information, company records,
company prepared financial information and projections, discussions with management and
employees of WB Canada, and information from various other sources.

While we reviewed various documents and believe that the information therein provides a fair
summary of the transactions as presented to us or as reflected in the documents presented to us,
such work does not constitute an audit or verification of such information for accuracy,
completeness, or compliance with generally accepted accounting principles. Accordingly, EYI
expresses no opinion or other form of assurance in respect of such information.

Some of the information used in preparing this Report consists of financial projections. We
caution the reader that these projections are based upon assumptions about future events and
conditions that are not ascertainable, and that the actual results may vary from the projections,
even if the assumptions materialize, and the variations could be significant.

3
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In the course of our mandate, we have assumed the integrity and truthfulness of the information
and explanations presented to us, within the context in which it was presented. To date, nothing
has come to our attention which would cause us to question the reasonableness of this
assumption.

Finally, we have requested that management bring to our attention any significant matters which
were not addressed in the course of our specific inquiries. Accordingly, this Report is based
solely on the information (financial or otherwise) made available to us.

This Report has been prepared for the use of this Court and WB Canada’s stakeholders as
general information relating to the Applicants and their operations. Accordingly, the reader is
cautioned that this Report may not be appropriate for any other purpose. We will not assume
responsibility or liability for losses incurred by the reader as a result of the circulation,
publication, reproduction or use of this Report contrary to the provisions of this paragraph.

CURRENT LIQUIDITY CRISIS

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

WB Canada is an important producer of paper for use in the newsprint industry. In addition to
this industry being affected by the worldwide economic conditions, this industry is experiencing
a sharp decline in demand as electronic alternatives have been replacing printed media. The
decline in demand has resulted in substantial decreases in prices for the products sold by the WB
Group. The decrease in demand and in revenues due to falling prices has put a strain on
profitability, such that WB Group is presently incurring losses.

The losses are exacerbated by foreign exchange losses, as a substantial part of the expenses of
WB Canada are incurred in Canadian dollars, while the sales are largely made in U.S. currency.
The recent strengthening of the Canadian dollar as compared to the U.S. dollar results in
additional losses, in view of the fact that WB Canada does not have hedges to protect itself
against currency fluctuations.

White Birch reported pre-tax losses of US$39.3 million and US$80.1 million on a consolidated
basis for its fiscal years ended December 31, 2007 and 2008 respectively. The most recent
available financial information, for the 11 months ended November 30, 2009, indicates that
White Birch reports a profit of US$14.9 million for the first 11 months of fiscal 2009, however
this profit is all attributable to non-cash gains on currency translation and gains on derivative
contracts, which occurred in the earlier part of the financial year. In fact, White Birch reports a
substantial loss for the months of October and November 2009, of US$20.3 million in aggregate,
and the preliminary information available to date suggests that the losses continued during
December, such that White Birch incurred a net loss for fiscal 2009 (although not yet quantified,
as the financial statements for December are not finalized). The internal financial statements for
the 11 months ended November 30, 2009 indicate that White Birch is experiencing a sharp
decline in revenues as compared with the same period for the previous year.

The losses accumulated to date are putting a strain on the cash flow.
WB Canada also has to pay interest on its term debt, and amounts due in connection with interest

swap agreements. The interest and payments in connection with the interest swap agreements
that were scheduled to be paid at the end of September 2009 totalled US$10.8 million. That
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20.

21.

22,
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amount increased to US$19 million when a swap counterparty asserted a right to an acceleration
of the amounts due because of a purported default, and further increased to US$69 million when
all swap agreements became due because of the default.

WB Canada did not consider it prudent, in view of the cash flow strain, to pay the amounts due in
connection with the interest on its term debt and the interest swap agreements on the due date in
late September 2009, and communicated with its lenders to negotiate forbearance agreements,
while it explored its alternatives to refinance its debt. In the course of the negotiations, one of
the lenders took aggressive steps to freeze certain bank accounts maintained at this financial
institution, which restricted WB Group’s access to its banking facilities and further restricted the
available cash. WB Canada has since regained access to its banking facilities, however the
interim agreement with the lender to reinstate the banking facilities requires that significant funds
remain frozen on deposit in these accounts at all times.

The negotiations with the lenders have resulted in temporary forbearance agreements with some
of the lenders only. The forbearance agreements have been extended from time to time, and are
now scheduled to expire on February 26, 2010.

WB Canada is also required to make pension plan contributions in the short term, in an amount
of approximately CDNS$5 million. WB Canada reports that the special payments required in
connection with the amortization of the solvency deficit based on the most recent actuarial
calculation is approximately CDNS$1.4 million per month. WB Canada has not made a provision
for a disbursement in connection with these special payments in its cash flow projections, as WB
Canada considers these payments would put an additional strain on its cash flow.

CASH FLOW FORECAST

23.

24.

25.

In order to fulfill the requirements of section 10(2)(a) of the CCAA, WB Canada has prepared a
statement of projected cash flow, on a weekly basis, for the 13 weeks ending May 14, 2010. The
statement of projected cash flow is accompanied by the representations of the Applicants as
prescribed, and by notes outlining the significant assumptions made in preparing the statement of
projected cash flow. The statement of projected cash flow, the representations of the Applicants
and the notes outlining the assumptions are appended to the Applicants’ Petition for the Issuance
of an Initial Order..

The statement of projected cash flow is presented on a combined basis for WB Canada, as Bear
Island is not expected to be an applicant in the proceedings under the CCAA.

The statement of projected cash-flow of WB Canada, including the notes attached thereto for the
13 weeks ending May 14, 2010, has been prepared by the management of WB Group for the
purpose described in the notes accompanying the statement of projected cash-flow, using
probable and hypothetical assumptions set out in the said notes.

Our review consisted of inquiries, analytical procedures and discussions related to information
supplied to us by the management and employees of WB Group. Since hypothetical assumptions
need not be supported, our procedures with respect to them were limited to evaluating whether
they were consistent with the purpose of the projection. We have also reviewed the support
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provided by management for the probable assumptions and the preparation and presentation of
the projection.

Based on our review, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to believe that, in all
material respects:

(a) the hypothetical assumptions are not consistent with the purpose of the projection;

(b) as at the date of this Report, the probable assumptions developed by management are not
suitably supported and consistent with the plans of WB Canada or do not provide a
reasonable basis for the projection, given the hypothetical assumptions; or

(c) the projection does not reflect the probable and hypothetical assumptions.

Since the projection is based on assumptions regarding future events, actual results will vary
from the information presented even if the hypothetical assumptions occur, and the variations
may be material. Accordingly, we express no assurance as to whether the projection will be
achieved. We express no opinion or other form of assurance with respect to the accuracy of any
financial information presented in this Report, or relied upon by us in preparing this Report.

The projection has been prepared solely for the purpose described in the notes accompanying the
statement of projected cash flow and readers are cautioned that it may not be appropriate for
other purposes.

INTERIM FINANCING

26.

27.

28.

29.

The statement of projected cash flow prepared by management for WB Canada (appended to the
Applicants’ Petition for the Issuance of an Initial Order) suggests that the Applicants will need to
borrow funds imminently in the course of the proceedings under the CCAA. The projections
indicate that although some cash is available to pay current obligations in the early days of the
proceedings, additional borrowings will be required.

Management of WB Group had negotiations with prospective lenders to provide financing
(customarily referred to as “DIP Financing”), during the restructuring proceedings. WB Group
has retained the services of a financial advisor to assist it in the search for the interim financing.
The financial adviser that was retained in this regard is Lazard Fréres & Co. (“Lazard”), a firm
that specializes in capital raising and corporate finance (among other things).

WB Group, with the assistance of Lazard, has prepared presentations for prospective interim
lenders containing financial projections under various assumptions and an outline of proposed
terms and conditions of the financing, in terms of sizing, interest rates, fees, and margining
conditions (or availability conditions), and these presentations have been shared with prospective
interim lenders who have agreed to execute a confidentiality agreement.

We have been informed that several prospective lenders had expressed an interest in looking at
the material, have signed a confidentiality agreement, have been given access to a virtual data
room containing the presentation to prospective lenders, and that discussions have been initiated
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.
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with some of them. We have been made aware of the progress of the negotiations, and continue
to be kept informed of any progress by management.

WB Group has been actively pursuing its search for an interim lender, since the execution of the
first forbearance agreement (referred to in paragraph 21 above). From the beginning, WB Group
focused its attention on financial institutions or lenders who are participants in the Applicants’
existing financing agreements (without however limiting the search and the discussions to such
participants), primarily for the following reasons:

30.1. The participants in the existing financing agreements were considered particularly suitable
candidates, in view of their knowledge and familiarity with the operations of WB Group.

30.2. As it is expected that an interim lender will ask for a prior ranking charge, it was
considered that an interim financing agreement that involves participants in the existing
agreements would reduce the resistance to such a prior ranking charge and minimize the
unfavourable impact on existing secured creditors of such a prior ranking charge, in view
of the fact that the participants in the existing financing agreements would, in fact, have
priority over themselves.

As such, the discussions towards an interim lending facility has been carried out with General
Electric Capital Corporation (“GE”), who is presently providing a credit facility to the WB
Group as an asset based loan facility (“ABL”), and with several participants in the syndicated
loan agreement that comprises the first ranking term loan facility (“First Term Loan”) or the
second ranking term loan facility (“Second Term Loan”).

As mentioned earlier, WB Group did not limit its search to discussions with existing participants
or with GE, but also approached significant players in the asset based lending and DIP Financing
market.

The most significant level of interest was expressed by GE and by two groups drawn from the
First Term Loan syndicate. We have been informed that little interest has been expressed by the
large players in the interim financing market, and that there existed potential problems with the
expressions of interest that were formulated by some of the prospective lenders. As a result,
most of the efforts in negotiating an interim financing agreement were concentrated on the
discussions with GE and with the two groups from the First Term Loan syndicate.

In view of the size of the financing needs, WB Group determined that an interim financing
facility based strictly on an ABL facility would not be sufficient, and as a result WB Group
explored the possibility of having parallel interim financing facilities, one of which would be
structured as an ABL, and the other as a term loan.

During the month of February 2010, one of the groups drawn from the First Term Loan syndicate
withdrew from the discussions.

The discussions continued with GE and with the remaining group drawn from the First Term
Loan syndicate (hereinafter “Black Diamond Group”). The offer from the Black Diamond
Group was considered by WB Group and its advisors as the more attractive offer, in view of the
fact that it is expected to provide sufficient financing to meet the funding needs of WB Group
during the pendency of the restructuring proceedings, is perceived to have a lesser degree of
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execution problems, and is believed by WB Group’s advisor to represent a fair offer in the
circumstances, in terms of conditions and pricing.

Based on the longer term projections prepared with the assistance of Lazard, management of WB
Group believes that the net interim financing needs (i.e. after the customary prior claims reserves
that are taken into consideration by the interim lender in calculating availability) would translate
into an interim financing facility of approximately US$140 million.

Although the needs were identified separately for WB Canada and Bear Island, the interim
financing offer received from the Black Diamond Group provides that the entities are joint
borrowers, such that each of WB Canada and Bear Island may borrow in accordance with its
needs up to the full amount of the interim financing available, and each is responsible for the
entire debt.

The above mentioned estimated needs take into consideration:

e The wide variation in cash balances within a given month due to the timing differences
between the collection and payment patterns. The cash flow projections prepared by
management for WB Canada suggest that there can be a large variation in disbursements
from week to week, depending on the timing of payment of salaries, utility charges, pension
costs, etc. The cash flow projections indicate that the difference between high and low
disbursement weeks could be US$15 million to US$20 million.

e The possibility of having to issue letters of credit or letters of guarantee in connection with
the on-going operations of WB Group, which would have to be collateralized by cash,
thereby removing this cash from WB Group’s liquidity availability.

e A projected repayment of the advances under the existing ABL facility, which would be
replaced by new advances under the interim financing facility, in view of the necessity to
release the security over the accounts receivable and inventories, to provide a first ranking
charge thereon to the interim lender.

e The objective of avoiding having to renegotiate the financing while WB Group prepares its
restructuring plan.

The statement of projected cash flow filed by WB Canada and the projections of WB Group
indicate that WB Group intends to draw all or substantially all of the proceeds of the interim
financing facility early in the restructuring proceeding, and that the funds will be used to replace
the ABL facility, finance working capital, pay costs related to the restructuring process and fund
the operations. The additional financing needs, together with the funds required to repay the
ABL facility, represents a total funding need of approximately US$126 million, although the
projections prepared by WB Group indicate that WB Group expects to maintain cash balances of
US$20 million to US$25 million throughout the projection period.

Based on our reviews and discussions with management of WB Group and representatives of
Lazard, the Monitor believes that the estimates made regarding the financing needs are
reasonable in the circumstances.
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At the time of drafting of this Report, WB Group had received an offer of financing from the
Black Diamond Group, and is was expecting a credit agreement which it intends to execute,
subject to Court approval.

The interim financing offer from the Black Diamond Group is expected to meet the needs of WB
Group in the short to medium term. In substance, the interim financing offer provides for the
following:

41.1. A delayed draw term loan facility totalling US$140 million. After the repayment of the
ABL credit facility, the drawings under the term loan facility are intended to be limited by
the disbursements provided for in WB Group’s cash flow projections (considered on a
cumulative basis) or in subsequent cash flow projections that may be prepared and
approved by the Black Diamond Group.

41.2. The interim financing offer contemplates a tight timeline for the negotiation and execution
of a plan of compromise, arrangement or reorganisation with the creditors. The maturity
date is set for 9 months after the commencement of the proceedings under the CCAA and
the Code, and the offer provides for a series of milestones, including milestones that
contemplate a sale process for the business as a whole, if and when WB Group realizes
that a settlement with the creditors will not be feasible before the deadlines required in the
interim financing offer.

41.3. The interim financing is intended to be secured by a charge over all assets and
undertakings of WB Group, ranking in priority to the existing security, subject only to
specific prior charges for the claims that may arise under sections 81.3 to 81.6 of the
Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act', the Administration Charge, a portion of the D&O
Charge, certain permitted liens under the First Term Loan facility and certain other
specific provisions.

41.4. The interim financing offer is subject to the following costs and fees:

41.4.1. Interest rate of LIBOR plus 10%, it being understood that the rate shall not be
less than 12%. An additional 2% applies where there is a default.

41.4.2.  An arranger fee of 2.5% of the committed funds, for the administrative agent.

41.4.3. An initial fee of 2.5% of the committed funds, to be shared amongst the lenders
participating in the lending syndicate that will be formed by the Black Diamond
Group.

41.44. A commitment fee of 2.0% per year of the amounts that are available to be
drawn, but remain undrawn.

41.4.5. A prepayment fee of 4.0% of the amounts prepaid (although this fee is waived
in certain circumstances), to be shared amongst the lenders participating in the
lending syndicate.

4

Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. B-3, as amended.
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42.

43.

41.4.6. A work fee of US$350,000 (which has already been paid in the past)

41.477.  An administrative fee of US$100,000 at closing, plus US$25,000 if the maturity
date is extended beyond 9 months, plus US$25,000 for each extension of 3
months that is subsequently requested, payable to the administrative agent.

The above costs and fees are estimated to represent approximately 17.5% per annum.

We discussed the pricing of the interim facility with representatives of Lazard. Lazard provided
us with a sample of pricing terms in significant interim financing agreements negotiated over the
last 12 months, and based on this analysis and the explanations provided to us, the pricing
appears reasonable in the circumstances.

As indicated above, the interim financing facility is intended to be secured by a prior ranking
charge over all assets of the WB Group, and as a result the existing secured creditors could suffer
a prejudice by seeing the value of their security downgraded. We do not presently have
sufficient information on the value of the assets of WB Group to assess the extent to which the
existing secured creditors could be prejudiced, if any. However, we offer the following
comments in this regard:

43.1.

43.2.

43.3.

43.4.

43.5.

In view of the cash flow strain that is presently being experienced by WB Group, we are
concerned that it may not be viable unless it obtains funding for its current operations, and
as such we are concerned that a failure to obtain the required financing might lead to a
forced liquidation.

We believe there is presently an excess capacity in this industry, such that the value of the
assets in the context of an outright, forced liquidation would be significantly lower than
their going concern value.

As such, to the extent that the operations of WB Group can be restructured and returned to
profitable levels, the going concern could enhance value for the creditors as a whole.

In view of the intention to repay the ABL lender, a significant portion of the security in
support of the interim financing would consist of security over accounts receivable and
inventories, which are not presently given as security, except in support of the ABL
financing. The margining value allocated to the accounts receivable and inventories in the
context of the ABL loan (and, similarly, in the context of the interim financing offer) is
approximately US$70 million. The carrying value of the inventories and accounts
receivable is estimated to be approximately US$160 million.

The internally prepared financial statements of WB Group suggest that the fixed assets
(property, plant and equipment) have a carrying value of $508 million (on an original cost
of $1.1 billion), segregated as follows:
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USS ('000s)
Cost Carrying value
WB Canada 883,556 392,743
Bear Island 254,982 115,525
Total 1,138,538 508,268

43.6. In summary, the interim financing facility of US$140 million represents an additional
indebtedness of approximately US$70 million®, which needs to be secured by the assets of
WB Group, and the principal asset of WB Group is fixed assets having a carrying value of
approximately US$500 million.

Based on the information and explanations received, and the discussions with management of
WB Group and representatives of Lazard, we have no reason to question the good faith character
of the negotiations between WB Group and the proposed interim lender, and we consider that the
terms of the financing are reasonable in the circumstances.

FINANCIAL THRESHOLDS CONTEMPLATED IN THE DRAFT INITIAL ORDER

45.

The draft Initial Order provides for a number of charges and financial thresholds that are
described herein:

Administration Charge

46.

The Administration Charge as described in the draft Initial Order provides for an amount of
CDNS$3 million for the Monitor, the Monitor’s Canadian and U.S. legal counsel, the Applicants’
Canadian and U.S. legal counsel and the Applicants’ financial advisors, as security for the
professional fees and disbursements incurred both before and after the making of the Initial
Order in respect of these proceedings, in addition to the retainers already provided. The
Administration Charge threshold has been established based on the various professionals’
previous history and experience with large cross border restructurings of similar magnitude and
complexity. EYI believes that such charge is required and reasonable under the circumstances.

D&O Charge

47.

The directors and officers’ charge (the “D&O Charge”) as described in the draft Initial Order
provides for an amount of CDN$13 million to indemnify the directors and officers from and
against all costs, charges, expenses, claims, liabilities and obligations which may arise on or after
the date of the Initial Order provided that the liability relates to his or her capacity as director and
officer and that the costs, charges, expenses, claims, liabilities and obligations are not attributable
to a gross or intentional fault of the director or officer.

5

after repayment of the ABL loans and the cash collateralization of the letters of credit.
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White Birch asserts that the directors and officers insurance currently available is not sufficient
to adequately protect the directors and officers against the liability they may incur in the context
of the restructuring proceedings under the CCAA, and in the context of the insolvency of WB
Group, that additional insurance would not be available or would be prohibitively expensive.
EYI considers that this assertion is reasonable.

The amount of the D&O Charge was estimated by management of WB Group taking into
consideration hourly and salaried payroll, sales commissions, vacation pay, fringe benefits,
current pension costs and sales taxes. EYI believes that such charge is required and reasonable
under the circumstances.

Asset sales

50.

51.

52.

The draft Initial Order presented to EYI contemplates some level of discretion of the Applicants
in selling or disposing of assets without a specific authorization from the Court. The requested
discretionary authority is intended to avoid cluttering the Court with approvals of transactions
that are not significant, and is premised on the general power of the Court to make orders, as
provided in section 11 of the CCAA.

The discretion contemplated in the draft Initial Order would be available to the Applicants only
with the approval of the monitor appointed by the Court in respect of these proceedings, and only
inasmuch as the amounts of the proposed transactions do not exceed CDN$4 million in the
aggregate, and is not a transaction with a party that would be considered a related party (as
defined in section 2(2) of the CCAA).

EYI considers that the above request of the Applicants is reasonable, and EYI would be prepared
to review the proposed transactions as outlined in the draft Initial Order, if the Court agrees that
it is appropriate to make such an order.

RESTRUCTURING ALTERNATIVES

53.

54.

55.

56.

At this stage, WB Canada expects that its financial difficulties can be resolved through a
restructuring of its balance sheet, through a compromise of its debt and/or a conversion of its
debt into equity and/or additional injection of capital into WB Canada by its ultimate
shareholders.

At this preliminary stage, it is not possible to unveil a comprehensive restructuring strategy as
WB Canada and its advisors have been engaged in efforts to rescue the business and avert the
liquidity crisis. The proceedings in Canada and in the U.S. will contribute to a stable
environment to develop a restructuring plan.

WB Canada has a very significant market presence in the sectors in which it competes, generates
very substantial EBITDA and has a significant asset base. It is clear to EYI that several different
restructuring approaches are available to WB Canada including refinancing, asset sales,
recapitalization, or a combination thereof.

Once the business is stabilized, WB Canada and its advisors will be able to update this Court on
WB Canada’s restructuring alternatives.
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Based on the discussions held so far, EYI has no reason to question the good faith of WB Canada
in its initiating restructuring proceedings under the CCAA.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

58.

59.

60.

EYT believes that the Applicants should be granted the benefit of protection provided under the
CCAA, so that they could restructure and file a plan of arrangement for the best interest of all
stakeholders.

EYI believes that WB Group needs additional financing during the pendency of the restructuring
proceedings, in a significant amount, consistent with the amount contemplated in the interim
financing offer from the Black Diamond Group. EYI further believes that the interim financing
offer was negotiated in good faith, is reasonable in the circumstances, and that WB Group should
be authorized to execute a credit agreement with terms consistent with the interim financing
offer.

Further to EYI’s review of the proposed Initial Order, EYI supports the thresholds proposed in
the Initial Order, including:

60.1. An Administration Charge of CDN$3 million;
60.2. A D&O Charge of CDN$13 million; and

60.3. Asset sales of CDN$4 million in aggregate;

All of which is respectfully submitted this 23™ day of February 2010.

ERNST & YOUNG INC.

In its capacity as the proposed monitor

in the matter of the proposed compromise and
arrangement of White Birch Paper Company et al.

Per: Martin P. Rosenthal, CA, CIRP Per: Jean-Daniel Breton, CA, CIRP

Senior Vice-President Senior Vice-President



IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED PLAN OF COMPROMISE AND
ARRANGEMENT OF WHITE BIRCH PAPER HOLDING COMPANY

SCHEDULE A - LIST OF APPLICANTS AND AFFILIATES

Applicants:

White Birch Paper Holding Company

White Birch Paper Company

Stadacona General Partner Inc.

Black Spruce Paper Inc.

F.F. Soucy General Partner Inc.

3120772 Nova Scotia Company

Arrimage De Gros Cacouna Inc.

Papier Masson Ltée
Partnerships

Stadacona Limited Partnership

F.F. Soucy Limited Partnership

F.F. Soucy, Inc. & Partners, Limited Partnership
Foreign Affiliate (not addressed by the proceedings under the CCAA)

Bear Island Paper Company LL.C



Appendix A — Corporate Organization Chart
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