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Court File No.: CV-21-00656040-00CL 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

(COMMERCIAL LIST) 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS ARRANGEMENT 
ACT, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE OR ARRANGEMENT 
OF LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY OF SUDBURY 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
(Approval of Monitor’s Activities and Fees) 

Ernst & Young Inc., in its capacity as the Court-appointed monitor (the “Monitor”) of 

Laurentian University of Sudbury (the “Applicant” or “LU”), will make a motion to Chief Justice 

Morawetz of the Ontario Superior Court of Justice on May 11, 2022, at 9:00 a.m., or as soon after 

that time as the motion can be heard. 

PROPOSED METHOD OF HEARING: 

This motion is to be heard via Zoom videoconference. 

THIS MOTION IS FOR: 

1. An Order substantially in the form attached at Tab 3 of the Motion Record, inter alia:

(a) if necessary, validating the time for service of this Notice of Motion and Motion Record

and dispensing with further service thereof;

(b) approving the First Report of the Monitor dated February 7, 2021, the Second Report

of the Monitor dated March 11, 2021, the Third Report of the Monitor dated April 26,

2021, the Fourth Report of the Monitor dated May 27, 2021, the Fifth Report of the

Monitor dated June 29, 2021, the Supplementary Fifth Report of the Monitor dated July
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5, 2021, the Sixth Report of the Monitor dated August 12, 2021, the Seventh Report of 

the Monitor dated August 24, 2021, the Eighth Report of the Monitor dated September 

28, 2021, the Ninth Report of the Monitor dated December 16, 2021 (together, the 

“Reports”) and the Twelfth Report of the Monitor dated April 29, 2022, and the 

activities of the Monitor described therein; 

(c) approving the fees and disbursements of the Monitor for the period from February 1,

2021 to December 31, 2021;

(d) approving the fees and disbursements of Ernst & Young LLP professionals (in such

capacity, “EY FAAS”) for its provision of accounting assistance to LU in connection

with the preparation of its year-end financial statements (“Accounting Assistance”);

and

(e) approving the fees and disbursements of the Monitor’s counsel, Stikeman Elliott LLP

(“Stikeman”), for the period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021.

2. Such further and other relief as this Honourable Court may deem just.

THE GROUNDS FOR THIS MOTION ARE: 

3. Capitalized terms not otherwise defined herein shall have the meaning ascribed to them in

the Initial Order.

Overview 

4. On February 1, 2021, this Honourable Court granted protection to the Applicant under the

Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act (the “CCAA”) pursuant to an Initial Order (as
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amended from time to time, the “Initial Order” and the Applicant’s proceeding under the 

CCAA, the “CCAA Proceeding”). The Monitor filed a Pre-Filing Report dated January 

30, 2022 in connection with the Initial Order that was sought;  

5. Pursuant to the Initial Order, Ernst & Young Inc. was appointed to act as the Monitor in

the CCAA Proceeding;

6. The Monitor engaged Stikeman as its legal counsel;

7. Since the Initial Order was granted, the Stay Period has been extended a number of times.

Most recently, the Stay Period was extended up to and including May 31, 2022;

Role of the Monitor, EY FAAS and the Monitor’s Counsel and Circumstances of the CCAA 

Proceeding  

8. Since the Initial Order was granted, the Monitor fulfilled the role of Monitor as such role

is described in the Initial Order and prescribed by the CCAA;

9. As a result of the complexity, lack of internal resources at LU and high-profile nature of

the CCAA Proceeding, the Monitor’s more intensive involvement with numerous aspects

of the CCAA Proceeding has been required, all with a view to the Monitor fulfilling its

statutory and Court-ordered duties and obligations;

10. The more significant matters that the Monitor has undertaken to assist the Applicant

include: (a) providing requisite notices in connection with the commencement of the

CCAA Proceeding; (b) assisting the Applicant in considering its restructuring options and

in consulting with key stakeholders; (c) assisting in the preparation of cash-flow forecasts
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and otherwise assisting LU in managing their financial affairs following the CCAA filing; 

(d) actively participating and assisting the Applicant in the mediation process in connection

with considering and implementing certain restructuring actions, including the disclaimer 

or re-negotiation of various contracts and agreements; (e) assisting the Applicant in 

connection with responding to information requests and liaising with significant 

stakeholders; (f) commencing and administering a claims process, including the 

compensation claims process; (g) overseeing and facilitating the grievance resolution 

process; (h) supporting the Applicant in connection with a real estate review, operational 

and governance review and various government investigations; and (i) reporting to the 

Court on the status of the CCAA proceedings; 

11. Due to the limited resources within the Applicant’s finance team and numerous competing

demands,  the Applicant requested and EY FAAS’ assistance with the preparation of LU’s

annual financial statements.  Starting in October 2021, EY FAAS provided LU with

Accounting Assistance, which has included: (a) advising LU on certain accounting policies

as well as accounting alternatives and their impact on LU’s financial statements; (b)

preparing accounting position papers for LU in respect of certain accounting analysis, and

new or revised accounting policies; and (c) assisting in the preparation of detailed account

reconciliations and providing comments and observations on reconciliations prepared by

LU; and (d) assisting LU with drafting financial statements with disclosure notes;

12. The Monitor’s counsel has represented the Monitor in all aspects of the CCAA Proceeding,

including in connection with: (a) at least 22 motions and Court hearings, including case

conferences; (b) two leave to appeal applications; (c) participating in the mediation
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process; (d) assisting in the development of the claims process, the compensation claims 

process, and the grievance resolution process approved in the CCAA Proceeding; (e) the 

review, dispute and resolution of disputed claims filed pursuant to the various claims 

procedures approved in the CCAA Proceedings; and (f) responding to information requests 

and liaising with significant stakeholders; 

13. LU was the first public university in Canada to file under the CCAA. This CCAA

Proceeding is unprecedented in terms of the complexity of the legal, operational,

governance, regulatory and practical issues involved. Many issues encountered during the

CCAA Proceeding could not have been foreseen prior to the commencement of the

proceeding, and served to further complicate the proceeding and the steps required to be

taken by the Applicant with the assistance of the Monitor throughout;

14. The Monitor has filed 12 reports with the Court to date, including nine reports during the

period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, that detail the activities of the

Applicant, the Monitor and EY FAAS and the professional fees and disbursements of the

Monitor, EY FAAS and the Monitor’s counsel;

Fees and Disbursements of the Monitor, EY FAAS and the Monitor’s Counsel 

15. Pursuant to paragraphs 29 and 30 of the Initial Order, (a) the Monitor and its counsel shall

be paid their reasonable fees and disbursements, in each case at their standard rates and

charges, whether incurred prior to, on or subsequent to the date of the Initial Order, and (b)

the Monitor and its legal counsel shall pass their accounts from time to time before the

Court;
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16. The accounts of the Monitor, EY FAAS, the Monitor’s counsel and other professionals

paid by the Applicant have been reported to the Court and stakeholders from time to time

in cash flow forecasts and variances included in the Monitor’s Reports relating to the

Applicant’s stay extension motions;

17. The Twelfth Report of the Monitor (the “Twelfth Report”) and the fee affidavits appended

thereto contain detailed information regarding the fees and disbursements of the Monitor,

EY FAAS and Stikeman;

18. The accounts that are the subject of the within motion comprise:

(a) The Monitor’s accounts for the period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021,

in the amount of $4,917,795.07 and disbursements of $54,754.33 (plus applicable taxes

of $646,431.42);

(b) the EY FAAS accounts related to the Accounting Assistance for the period from

February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, in the amount of $947,900.00 and

disbursements of $119.89 (plus applicable taxes of $123,242.59);

(c) Stikeman’s accounts for the period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, in

the amount of $2,762,526.55 and disbursements of $12,425.19 (plus applicable taxes

of $360,743.73).

19. The Monitor, EY FAAS and Stikeman have sought to ensure that the work required to be

performed in the CCAA Proceeding has been undertaken in the most efficient manner
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possible, including by utilizing consistent core personnel throughout the mandate and by 

having work performed by junior and/or lower cost professionals, to the extent appropriate; 

20. The total number of hours worked by the Monitor’s professionals for the period from

February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, was 8,045.2 hours at an average hourly billing

rate of $611;

21. The total number of hours worked by the EY FAAS’ professionals for the period from

February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, was 1,915.7 hours at an average hourly billing

rate of $495;

22. The total number of hours worked by Stikeman’s professionals for the period from

February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, was 3,067.4 hours at an average hourly billing

rate of $900;

23. The professional rates and disbursements of the Monitor, EY FAAS and Stikeman are

comparable to the rates charged by other professional firms in the Toronto market for the

provision of similar services regarding significant, complex commercial restructuring and

accounting matters;

24. It is the Monitor’s view that its fees and disbursements and the fees and disbursements of

EY FAAS and Stikeman are reasonable and appropriate in the circumstances having regard

to the scope of activity undertaken by the Monitor in the CCAA Proceeding and the positive

strides made in the Applicant’s complex and comprehensive restructuring thus far;
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Value Added by the Monitor and the Monitor’s Counsel 

25. The efforts of the Monitor and its counsel during the period from February 1, 2021 to

December 31, 2021, facilitated and assisted LU in successfully reaching significant

achievements in its restructuring, with resulting benefits to its general body of creditors

and other stakeholders;

Phase 1 

26. During phase 1 of the CCAA Proceeding, which covers the period from February 1, 2021

to April 30, 2021, the Monitor and its counsel actively participated in the Court-ordered

mediation with the goal of restructuring the Applicant’s core business in order to obtain

immediate cost savings required for LU to continue as a going concern beyond April 30,

2021;

27. The mediation successfully achieved these cost savings through an estimated net annual

savings of approximately $30.3 million to $33.5 million arising from certain decisions

made with respect to a restructuring of the academic offerings by LU and the related

termination of faculty and other employee positions;

28. Certain agreements with its three former Federated Universities were disclaimed, which

included defending two contentious motions opposing the disclaimer of the agreements

with the former Federated Universities, resulting in an additional amount of net annual

savings to LU of approximately $7.1 million to $7.3 million for total annual cost savings

of approximately $40 million;
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Phase 2 

29. During phase 2 of the CCAA Proceeding, which covers the period from May 1, 2021 to

December 31, 2021, the Monitor and its counsel designed and implemented a process

whereby the Monitor called for and, in conjunction with the Applicant, determined certain

claims of creditors for voting and distribution purposes in relation to a future plan of

compromise or arrangement;

30. Together with the Applicant’s counsel, the Monitor and its counsel have made significant

strides in reviewing the complex legal and factual issues contained within the over 200

Proofs of Claim that were filed with an aggregate asserted claim value in excess of $300

million;

31. The Monitor and its counsel also developed a sophisticated methodology and a process for

notification and claims processing to determine claims against the Applicant by the more

than 1,300 current and former employees of the Applicant, and certain other third parties,

which process has been substantially completed;

Other Grounds 

32. The provisions of the CCAA, including section 11;

33. The inherent and equitable jurisdiction of this Honourable Court; and

34. Such further and other grounds as counsel may advise and this Court may permit.
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THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE will be used at the hearing of this 

application: 

35. The Reports and the Twelfth Report of the Monitor dated April 29, 2022;

36. The Affidavit of Sharon Hamilton sworn April 29, 2022 and the Exhibits attached thereto;

37. The Affidavit of Elizabeth Pillon sworn April 29, 2022 and the Exhibits attached thereto;

and

38. Such further and other evidence as counsel may advise and this Court may permit.

April 29, 2022 STIKEMAN ELLIOTT LLP 
5300 Commerce Court West 
199 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON   M5L 1B9 

Ashley Taylor (LSO# 39932E) 
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Lawyer for Zurich Insurance Company Ltd. 

 

DENTONS CANADA LLP 

77 King Street West, Suite 400 

Toronto-Dominion Centre 

Toronto, ON M5K 0A1 

Kenneth Kraft 

Tel:  416-863-4374 

Email:  kenneth.kraft@dentons.com   

Daniel Loberto 

Tel:  416-863-4760 

Email:  daniel.loberto@dentons.com   

Lawyers for Queen’s University 
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SHEPPARD & CLAUDE 

 

202-1173 Cyrville Road 

Ottawa, ON K1J 7S6 

 

André Claude 

Tel:  613-748-3333 

Email:  aclaude@sheppardclaude.ca  

 

Lawyer for University of Sudbury 

 

CASSELS BROCK & BLACKWELL LLP 

 

2100 Scotia Plaza 

40 King Street West 

Toronto, ON M5H 3C2 

 

Joseph Bellissimo  

Tel:  416-860-6572 

Email:  jbellissimo@cassels.com 

 

Jed Blackburn  

Tel:  416-860-6725 

Email:  jblackburn@cassels.com 

 

Natalie Levine  

Tel:  416-860-6568 

Email:  nlevine@cassels.com  

 

William Onyeaju  

Tel:  416-869-5498 

Email:  wonyeaju@cassels.com  

 

Lawyers for Huntington University 

 

SUDBURY NEUTRINO OBSERVATORY 

LABORATORY 

 

Creighton Mine #9 

1039 Regional Road 24 

Lively, ON P3Y 1N2 

Tel: (705) 692-7000 

 

Clarence Virtue 

Email:   Clarence.Virtue@snolab.ca 

 

MINING INNOVATION 

REHABILIATION AND APPLIED 

RESEARCH CORPORATION 

 

Cliff Fielding Building, Room CF203 

935 Ramsey Lake Road 

Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6 

Tel: (705) 675-1151 

 

Nadia Mykytczuk, Interim President and 

CEO 

Email:  NX_Mykytczuk@laurentian.ca   
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CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE IN 

MINING INNOVATION 

 

105 Elm Street, Unit A 

Sudbury, ON P3C 1T3 

Tel: (705) 673-6568 

 

Douglas Morrison, President  

Email:  dmorrison@cemi.ca  

  

BAKER & COMPANY 

 

130 Adelaide Street West, Suite 3300 

Toronto, ON M5H 3P5 

 

Mark G. Baker 

Tel:         416-777-0100 

Email:     mbaker@bakerlawyers.com  

 

Andre Luzhetskyy 

Tel:         416-777-0100 

Email:     aluzhetskyy@bakerlawyers.com  

 

Lawyers for Laurentian University Students’ 

General Association 

 

INFORMATION AND PRIVACY 

COMMISSIONER OF ONTARIO 

 

2 Bloor Street East, Suite 1400 

Toronto, ON M4W 1A8 

 

Linda Hsiao-Chia Chen, Legal Counsel 

Tel: 416-326-3333 

Email: linda.chen@ipc.on.ca   

 

 

CORFAB COMPANY LIMITED 

 

1360 Kelly Lake Road 

Sudbury, ON P3E 5P4 

 

John Corsi, President 

Tel:         705-522-9096 

Email:     jcorsi@jcorsi.com  

 

 

F&M CAULKING LIMITED 

 

10 Kenmore Avenue, Unit #1 

Stoney Creek, ON L8E 5N1 

 

Jeffrey Lucato, Manager 

Tel:      905-643-8085 

Email:  jlucato@fmcl.ca  

ACCEL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

LIMITED 

 

100 Haist Avenue 

Woodbridge, ON L4L 5V4 

 

George Caufin, President 

Tel:         905-850-8668 

Email:     georgecaufin@accelelectric.com  

 

mailto:dmorrison@cemi.ca
mailto:mbaker@bakerlawyers.com
mailto:aluzhetskyy@bakerlawyers.com
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BIANCHI PRESTA LLP 

 

9100 Jane Street 

Building A, 3rd Floor 

Vaughan, ON L4K 0A4 

 

Domenic Presta 

Tel:      905-738-1078 Ext. 2223 

Email:  dpresta@bianchipresta.com  

 

Lawyer for 1033803 Ontario Inc. o/a Forma-

Con Construction and Forma Finishing and 

B.B.M. Excavation Company Limited 

 

 

PARISÉ LAW OFFICE 

 

58 Lisgar Street, Suite 200 

Sudbury, ON P3E 3L7 

 

Réjean Parisé 

Tel:  705-674-4042 

Email:  pariselaw@unitz.ca 

Lawyer for Interpaving Ltd. 

 

DEDIANA, ELORANTA & 

LONGSTREET 

 

219 Pine Street 

Sudbury, ON P3C 1X4 

 

James Longstreet 

Tel:  705-674-4289 

Email:  spisani@bellnet.ca 

 

Lawyer for Sandro Steel Fabrication Ltd. 

 

CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC 

EMPLOYEES 

 

1378 Triole St 

Ottawa, ON K1B 3M4 

 

Miriam Martin, In-House Counsel 

Tel:  613-212-4325 

Email:  mmartin@cupe.ca 

 

MINDEN GROSS LLP 

 

2200-145 King Street West 

Toronto, ON M5H 4G2 

 

Rachel Moses 

Tel:      416-369-4137 

Email:  rmoses@mindengross.com  

 

Lawyer for Royal Trust Corporation of Canada 

 

MINISTRY OF INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

777 Bay Street, 5th Floor 

Toronto, ON M5G 2C8 

 

Aryn Azzopardi, Chief of Staff 

Tel:  416-327-4412 

Email:  aryn.azzopardi@ontario.ca  

 

mailto:dpresta@bianchipresta.com
mailto:pariselaw@unitz.ca
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SILVIA LAROCQUE 

 

905 Cambrian Heights, Unit 36 

Sudbury, ON P3C5R5 

 

Tel:  705-675-1151 ext. 3804 

Email:  kennethlarocque@hotmail.com 

 

ZAYO CANADA INC. 

 

625, Rue Belmont 

Montreal, QC H3B 2M1 

 

Derek Wilk, Associate General Counsel 

Tel:  416-644-6705 

Email:  dwilk@zayo.com     

 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE 

 

777 Bay Street 

College Park 11th Floor 

Toronto, ON M5G 2C8 

 

Anthony R. Golding, Senior Counsel 

Tel:  416-938-5069 

Email:  anthony.golding@ontario.ca  

CLYDE & CO LLP 

 

401 Bay Street Suite #2500 

Toronto, ON M5H 2Y4 

 

Barry Stork 

Tel:                 647-789-4848 

Email:             barry.stork@clydeco.ca  

 

Roderic McLauchlan 

Tel:              647-789-4849 

Email:          roderic.mclauchlan@clydeco.com  

 

Mark Mandelker 

Tel:              647-789-4821 

Email:          mark.mandelker@clydeco.ca  

 

Lawyers for Canadian Universities Reciprocal 

Insurance Exchange (CURIE) 

 

CANADIAN INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

RESEARCH 

 

160 Elgin Street, 10th Floor 

Address Locator 4809A 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0W9 

 

Anita Ploj, Senior Corporate Advisor 

Email:          anita.ploj@cihr-irsc.gc.ca  

CANADA FOUNDATION FOR 

INNOVATION 

 

55 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1100 

Ottawa, ON K1P 6L5 

 

Isabelle Henrie, Vice President 

Tel:  613-943-1123 

Email:            isabelle.henrie@innovation.ca  
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MCKENZIE LAKE LAWYERS 

 

140 Fullarton Street 

Suite 1800 

London, ON N6A 5P2 

 

Michael J. Peerless 

Tel:            519-667-2644  

Email:        mike.peerless@mckenzielake.com 

 

Emily Assini 

Tel:            519-672-5666 Ext. 7359 

Email:        emily.assini@mckenzielake.com  

 

Class Counsel for Representative Plaintiff 

 

NORTON ROSE FULBRIGHT CANADA 

LLP 

 

222 Bay Street, Suit 3000 

Toronto, ON M5K 1E7 

 

Evan Cobb 

Tel:            416-216-1929 

Email:      evan.cobb@nortonrosefulbright.com  

 

Lawyer for Ernst & Young Inc. in its capacity 

as Monitor of Bondfield Construction 

Company Limited 

MEROVITZ POTECHIN LLP 

 

1565 Carling Avenue, Suite 300 

Ottawa, ON K1Z 8R1 

 

David Contant 

Tel:            613-563-6691 

Email:        david@mpottawa.com   

  

Lawyer for Cy Rheault Construction Limited 

 

HUGH CONNELLY LAW 

 

92 Centrepointe Drive 

Nepean, ON K2G 6B1 

 

Hugh Connelly 

Tel:            613-723-7007 

Email:        info@hughconnellylaw.com 

 

Lawyer for Lindsay Lotan 

 

HAMEED LAW 

 

43 Florence Street 

Ottawa, ON K2P 0W6 

 

Yavar Hameed 

Tel:            613-232-2688 

Email:        yhameed@hameedlaw.ca 

 

Lawyer for Issyakha Camara 

 

DEVRY SMITH FRANK LLP 

 

95 Barber Greene Road, Suite 100 

Toronto, ON M5C 3E9 

 

David Schell 

Tel:            416-446-5096 

Email:        david.schell@devrylaw.ca  

 

Lawyer for Zhiju Zhu 
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DIAMOND AND DIAMOND LAWYERS 

 

255 Consumers Road, 5th Floor 

Toronto, ON M2J 1R4 

 

Simon Diamond 

Tel:            1-800-567-4878 Ext. 207 

Email:        simon@diamondlaw.ca  

 

Lawyer for Petra Spencer 

  

LAMER STICKLAND LLP 

 

101 Worthington Street East 

North Bay, ON P1B 8G6 

 

Geoffrey Larmer 

Tel:            705-478-8100 

Email:        larmer@larmerstickland.com  

 

Lawyer for Nina Kucheran and Mary-

Catherine Kucheran 

 

CITY OF GREATER SUDBURY 

 

P.O. Box 5000, Station ‘A’ 

200 Brady Street 

Sudbury, ON P3A 5P3 

 

Carolyn A. Dawe, Assistant City Solicitor 

Tel:              705-674-4455 Ext. 4545 

Email:          carolyn.dawe@greatersudbury.ca 

 

MARSH CANADA LIMITED 

 

120 Bremner Boulevard, Suite 800 

Toronto, ON M5J 0A8 

 

Murray Davidson, Senior Vice-President 

Tel:              416-349-4354 

Email:          murray.s.davidson@marsh.com  

 

SNOWDEN LAW PROFESSIONAL 

CORPORATION 

 

130 Adelaide St. W. 

Suite 1940, P.O. Box 19 

Toronto ON  M5H 3P5 

 

Marcus B. Snowden 

Tel:              416-363-3343 

Email:          marcus@snowdenlaw.ca  

 

Monitoring counsel for Lloyd’s Underwriters 

(Markel) 

 

DOOLEY LUCENTI LLP 

 

10 Checkley Street 

Barrie, ON L4N 1W1 

 

Scott R. Fairley 

Tel:            705-792-7963 

Email:        sfairley@dllaw.ca  

 

Lawyer for Cladco Limited 

 

mailto:yhameed@hameedlaw.ca
mailto:larmer@larmerstickland.com
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GOODMANS LLP 

Bay Adelaide Centre 

333 Bay Street, Suite 3400 

Toronto, ON M5H 2S7 

Gale Rubenstein 

Tel:  416-597-4148 

Email:  grubenstein@goodmans.ca  

Bradley Wiffen 

Tel:  416-597-4208 

Email:  bwiffen@goodmans.ca 

Michael Wilson 

Tel:  416-597-4130 

Email:  mwilson@goodmans.ca 

 

Lawyers for Financial Services Regulatory 

Authority 

 

MCKENZIE LAKE LAWYERS LLP 

140 Fullarton Street, Suite 1800 

London, ON N6A 5P2 

Michael J. Peerless 

Tel:  519-667-2644 

Email:         mike.peerless@mckenzielake.com     

 

Matthew D. Baer 

Tel:  519-667-2646 

Email:  matt.baer@mckenzielake.com     

 

Emily Assini 

Tel:  519-672-5666 

Email:            emily.assini@mckenzielake.com     

Lawyers for Sarah Connell 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR ONTARIO 

Crown Law Office - Civil 

720 Bay Street, 8th Floor 

Toronto, ON M7A 2S9 

Shahana Kar 

Tel:  416-571-2100 

Email:  shahana.kar@ontario.ca   

Jonathan Sydor 

Tel:  416-689-8279 

Email:  jonathan.sydor@ontario.ca    

Lawyer for Her Majesty the Queen in Right of 

Ontario 

 

FRED TAYAR & ASSOCIATES 

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

 

65 Queen Street West 

Suite 1200 

Toronto, ON  M5H 2M5 

 

Fred Tayar 

Tel:   416-363-1800 

Email:   fred@fredtayar.com  

 

Lawyers for Canadian Universities Reciprocal 

Insurance Exchange (CURIE) 

 

mailto:grubenstein@goodmans.ca
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF 

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS 

2705, promenade Queensview Drive 

Ottawa, ON K2B 8K2 

Sarah Godwin 

Tel:  613-820-2270 

Email:  godwin@caut.ca    

THORNELOE UNIVERSITY 

 

935 Ramsey Lake Road 

Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6 

Tel: (705) 673-1730 

 

Dr. John Gibaut, President    

Email:  president@thorneloe.ca 

 

GOWLING WLG (CANADA) LLP 

1 First Canadian Place 

100 King Street West, Suite 1600 

Toronto, ON M5X 1G5 

Virginie Gauthier  

Tel:  416-844-5391 

Email:       virginie.gauthier@gowlingwlg.com   

Thomas Gertner 

Tel:  416-369-4618 

Email:          thomas.gertner@gowlingwlg.com  

Lawyers for Lakehead University 

 

XEROX CANADA LTD. 

20 York Mills Road, Suite 500 

Toronto, ON M2P 2C2 

Stephanie Grace, Senior Legal Counsel 

Tel:  416-250-3917 

Email:             stephanie.grace@xerox.com    

 

POWER LAW LLP 

130 Albert Street, #1103 

Ottawa, ON K1P 5G4 

Francis Poulin 

Tel:  613-702-5569 

Email:             fpoulin@powerlaw.ca    

Charlotte Servant-L’Heureux 

Tel:  N/A 

Email:             cservantlheureux@powerlaw.ca  

Lawyers for the Assemblée de la francophonie 

de l’Ontario 

 

AIRD & BERLIS LLP 

Brookfield Place 

181 Bay Street, Suite 1800 

Toronto, Ontario M5J 2T9 

Steven L. Graff  

Tel:  416-865-7726 

Email:             sgraff@airdberlis.com     

Jonathan Yantzi  

Tel:  416-865-4733 

Email:             jyantzi@airdberlis.com  

Lawyers for the David Harquail and the 

Harquail family, The Goodman Family 

Foundation, Rob McEwen and The Bharti 

Charitable Foundation 

 

mailto:godwin@caut.ca
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FARBER GROUP INC. 

150 York Street, Suite 1600 

Toronto, ON M5H 3S5 

Allan Nackan 

Tel:  416-496-3732 

Email:             anackan@farbergroup.com      

Hylton Levy 

Tel:  416-496-3070 

Email:             hlevy@farbergroup.com  

Financial advisors for Thorneloe University 

 

WEISZ FELL KOUR LLP 

100 King Street West, Suite 5600 

Toronto, ON M5X 1C9 

Pat Corney 

Tel:  416-613-8287 

Email:             pcorney@wfklaw.ca       

Lawyer for Weeneebayko Area Health 

Authority 

 

UNITED STEELWORKERS 

Canadian National Office, Legal Department 

234 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 800 

Toronto, ON M4P 1K7 

Shaheen Hirani 

Tel:  416-544-5987 

Email:             shirani@usw.ca        

Lawyers for the Respondent, United Steel, 

Paper and Forestry, Manufacturing, Energy, 

Allied Industrial and Service Workers 

International Union (United Steelworkers) 

 

OSLER, HOSKIN & HARCOURT LLP 

1000 De La Gauchetière Street West, Suite 

2100 

Montréal, QC H3B 4W5 

Julien Morissette  

Tel:  514-904-5818 

Email:             jmorissette@osler.com  

Lawyer for Canadian Research Knowledge 

Network  

William Edward Oxley 

Tel:  249-878-3901 

Email:             bill.oxley1975@gmail.com        

13 Levack Drive, Box 65 

Levack, Ontario P0M 2C0 

 

Self-represented person 

 

MBC LAW PROFESSIONAL 

CORPORATION 

265 Carling Avenue, Suite 500 

Ottawa, ON K1S 2E1 

James Alden Christian 

Tel:  613-564-3005 

Email:             achristian@mbclaw.ca  

Lawyer for CY Rheault Construction Ltd. 

mailto:anackan@farbergroup.com
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CONWAY BAXTER WILSON LLP 

 

401-411 Roosevelt Avenue 

Ottawa, ON  K2A 3X9 

 

David Taylor 

Tel:   613-691-0368 

Email:   dtaylor@conwaylitigation.ca      

M. Alyssa Holland 

Tel:   613-691-0373 

Email:   aholland@conwaylitigation.ca   

Counsel for the Speaker of the Legislative 

Assembly of Ontario 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA 

Ontario Regional Office 

National Litigation Sector 

120 Adelaide Street West, Suite #400 

Toronto, ON M5H 1T1 

Eric Peterson 

Tel:  647-256-7550 

Email:  eric.peterson@justice.gc.ca    

Mark Taggart 

Email:  mark.taggart@canada.ca     

Shaun Harrington 

Email:  shaun.harrington@canada.ca     

Lawyers for the Natural Sciences and 

Engineering Research Council of Canada and 

the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 

Council 

 

LEVITT SHEIKH LLP 

 

130 Adelaide St West 

Suite 801 

Toronto, ON M5H 3P5 

Kathryn Marshall  

Tel:   416-597-7887 

Email:   kmarshall@levittllp.com     

Lawyer for Shelley Watson 

LOUIS PAGNUTTI 

Email:             lou@pagnutti.ca       

   

Chief Redevelopment Officer 
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STOCKWOODS LLP 

 

Toronto-Dominion Centre 

TD North Tower, Box 140 

77 King Street West, Suite 4130 

Toronto, ON  M5K 1H1 

 

Brian Gover 

Tel:   416-593-2489 

Email:   briang@stockwoods.ca     

Fredrick R. Schumann 

Tel:   416-593-2490 

Email:   fredricks@stockwoods.ca  

Regulatory Counsel to the Applicant 

 

TEPLITSKY, COLSON LLP 

 

70 Bond Street, Suite 200 

Toronto, ON  M5B 1X3 

 

James M. Wortzman 

Tel:   416-865-5315 

Email:             jwortzman@teplitskycolson.com       

Lawyer for Michael Atkins 

 

BLANEY MCMURTRY LLP 

 

2 Queen Street East, Suite 1500 

Toronto, ON, M5C 3G5 

 

David T. Ullmann 

Tel:   416-593-4289 

Email:   dullmann@blaney.com      

Stephen Gaudreau 

Tel:   416-596-4285 

Email:   sgaudreau@blaney.com   

Philip Yang 

Tel:   416-596-2883 

Email:   pyang@blaney.com  

Lawyers for The Art Gallery of Sudbury 
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E-Service List 

djmiller@tgf.ca; mgrossell@tgf.ca; dharland@tgf.ca; ahanrahan@tgf.ca; 

sharon.s.hamilton@ca.ey.com; michael.nathaniel@ca.ey.com; posborne@litigate.com; 

dsalter@litigate.com; ataylor@stikeman.com; lpillon@stikeman.com; bmuller@stikeman.com; 

michael-kennedy@hicksmorley.com;  nmacparland@dwpv.com; nrenner@dwpv.com; 

pamela.huff@blakes.com; aryo.shalviri@blakes.com; sbrotman@fasken.com; 

dchochla@fasken.com; mstephenson@fasken.com; george@chaitons.com; gary@chaitons.com; 

dwright@rwbh.ca; sphilpott@goldblattpartners.com; csinclair@goldblattpartners.com; 

thenry@wrighthenry.ca; diane.winters@justice.gc.ca; mkaplan@foglers.com; 

vdare@foglers.com; jfried@foglers.com; richard.u.dupuis@desjardins.com; 

gregory_segal@dell.com; jbellissimo@cassels.com; jblackburn@cassels.com; 

wonyeaju@cassels.com; NX_Mykytczuk@laurentian.ca; dmorrison@cemi.ca; 

jcorsi@jcorsi.com; jlucato@fmcl.ca; georgecaufin@accelelectric.com; 

dpresta@bianchipresta.com; pariselaw@unitz.ca; spisani@bellnet.ca; 

aryn.azzopardi@ontario.ca; barry.stork@clydeco.ca; roderic.mclauchlan@clydeco.com; 

carolyn.dawe@greatersudbury.ca; mike.peerless@mckenzielake.com; 

emily.assini@mckenzielake.com; info@hughconnellylaw.com; yhameed@hameedlaw.ca; 

simon@diamondlaw.ca; murray.s.davidson@marsh.com; evan.cobb@nortonrosefulbright.com; 

mwright@wrighthenry.ca; bscott@wrighthenry.ca; amacfarlane@blg.com; 

lwakulowsky@blg.com; sfairley@dllaw.ca; michelle.pottruff@ontario.ca; mmartin@cupe.ca; 

grubenstein@goodmans.ca; bwiffen@goodmans.ca; mwilson@goodmans.ca; 

david@mpottawa.com; david.schell@devrylaw.ca; shahana.kar@ontario.ca; 

customerservice@lenovofs.ca; tushara.weerasooriya@mcmillan.ca; stephen.brown-

okruhlik@mcmillan.ca; dwilk@zayo.com; mgold@kmlaw.ca; jharnum@kmlaw.ca; 

cristina.cataldo@blakes.com; anthony.golding@ontario.ca; larmer@larmerstickland.com; 

aclaude@sheppardclaude.ca; president@thorneloe.ca; kenneth.kraft@dentons.com; 

daniel.loberto@dentons.com; linda.chen@ipc.on.ca; isabelle.henrie@innovation.ca; 

wael.rostom@mcmillan.ca; peter.giddens@mcmillan.ca; guneev.bhinder@mcmillan.ca; 

ahatnay@kmlaw.ca; sedmonds@kmlaw.ca; jmaclellan@blg.com; 

mike.peerless@mckenzielake.com; matt.baer@mckenzielake.com; 

emily.assini@mckenzielake.com; cgodkewitsch@goldblattpartners.com; 

jonathan.sydor@ontario.ca; kennethlarocque@hotmail.com; mbaker@bakerlawyers.com; 

aluzhetskyy@bakerlawyers.com; anita.ploj@cihr-irsc.gc.ca; godwin@caut.ca; 

nlevine@cassels.com; virginie.gauthier@gowlingwlg.com; thomas.gertner@gowlingwlg.com; 
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        Court File No. CV-21-656040-00CL 

ONTARIO 

SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

COMMERCIAL LIST    

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS  
ARRANGEMENT ACT, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF 
COMPROMISE OR ARRANGEMENT OF 

LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY OF SUDBURY 

 

TWELFTH REPORT OF THE MONITOR 
April 29, 2022 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1. On February 1, 2021, Laurentian University of Sudbury (“LU” or the “Applicant”) 
brought an application (the “CCAA Application”) before this Court seeking an initial 
order pursuant to the Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, as 
amended (the “CCAA”) to, among other things, obtain a stay of proceedings to allow the 
Applicant an opportunity to financially and operationally restructure itself. 

2. On February 1, 2021, the Court granted an initial order as amended and restated (the 
“Initial Order”) that, among other things, appointed Ernst & Young Inc. as monitor of the 
Applicant in these CCAA proceedings (in such capacity, the “Monitor”), and approved a 
stay of proceedings for the initial 10-day period (the “Stay Period”) and certain Court 
ordered super-priority charges. 

3. On February 5, 2021, the Court issued an order (the “Mediator Appointment Order”) 
appointing the Honourable Mr. Justice Sean F. Dunphy as mediator (the “Court-
Appointed Mediator”) to oversee and mediate certain negotiations within the 
restructuring. 

4. On February 10, 2021, the Court held a comeback hearing, which resulted in the issuance 
of an amended and restated initial order (the “Amended and Restated Initial Order”) 
which, among other things, approved debtor-in-possession interim financing in the amount 
of $25 million (the “DIP Facility”) and extended the stay of proceedings to April 30, 2021. 
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5. On March 17, 2021, the Court heard a motion brought by the Applicant seeking an order 
(the “Pension Order”) (a) that LU shall apply a transfer ratio of 65.8% for any commuted 
value transfer requests by any individual who has received a retirement or termination 
statement and election form and for whom such transfers have not yet been made; and (b) 
confirming that the PBGF Assessment Payment and the Incremental PBGF Assessment 
Payment (as those terms are defined in the Pension Order) are stayed pursuant to the 
Amended and Restated Initial Order. 

6. In March 2021, the Applicant and the Monitor responded to a motion for leave to appeal 
the sealing order provisions of the Amended and Restated Initial Order.  The Court of 
Appeal denied leave to appeal in reasons issued March 31, 2021. 

7. On March 3, 2021, the Assemblée de la francophonie de l’Ontario (“AFO”), an 
organization describing itself as the “umbrella organization of Franco-Ontarians” with a 
mandate to consult with and speak on behalf of the Franco-Ontarian community, brought 
a motion seeking an order requiring LU to immediately initiate consultations with AFO 
and enter into joint negotiations with AFO and the University of Sudbury.  After several 
discussions with the Monitor and the Court-appointed Mediator, service by AFO of a new 
motion and two case conferences before the Court, the matter was set for a bilingual hearing 
in late April.  After further discussions between the Monitor, LU and AFO, an agreement 
was reached by the parties on a form of consent order (the “AFO Consent Order”). The 
parties appeared before Justice Gilmore on April 22, 2021 and the AFO Consent Order was 
granted 

8. On April 29, 2021, the Court granted a stay extension order which, among other things, 
approved an increase in the DIP Facility to a maximum principal amount of $35 million 
(the “Amended DIP Facility”) and extended the stay of proceedings to August 31, 2021.  
The Court also approved two term sheets entered into with two of LU’s labour unions and 
an agreement entered into between LU and Huntington University, all resulting from the 
mediation sessions with the Court-appointed Mediator.   

9. On April 1, 2021, LU delivered Notices to Disclaim or Resiliate to each of the independent 
federated universities (the “Former Federated Universities”) that had a relationship with 
LU as at the date of the Initial Order, pursuant to section 32 of the CCAA (the “Notices of 
Disclaimer”).  On April 29, 2021, Justice Gilmore and Chief Justice Morawetz heard 
motions by two of the Former Federated Universities disputing the disclaimer notices 
issued by Laurentian.   Decisions upholding the disclaimer notices were rendered on May 
2, 2021. 

10. On May 31, 2021, the Court granted a claims process order (as amended and restated from 
time to time, the “Claims Process Order”) which, among other things, established a 
process whereby the Monitor, in conjunction with the Applicant, would (a) call for certain 
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claims of creditors and establish bar dates by which such claims must be filed, (b) 
determine Claims (as defined in the Claims Process Order) for voting and distribution 
purposes in relation to a plan of compromise or arrangement to be presented by the 
Applicant at a future date (the “Plan”), and (c) develop a process for dealing with 
compensation claims, including establishing a methodology for calculating the 
compensation claims (the “Claims Process”). 

11. On May 31, 2021 the Court granted an order appointing Mr. Louis (Lou) P. Pagnutti as 
Chief Redevelopment Officer (“CRO”) of the Applicant.   

12. The Applicant responded to a motion for leave to appeal the disclaimer order from one of 
the Former Federated Universities, Thorneloe University, in May 2021.  The Court of 
Appeal denied leave to appeal in reasons issued June 23, 2021. 

13. On July 5, 2021, the Court granted an order authorizing and directing LU to engage 
Cushman & Wakefield (“C&W”) as an advisor (the “Real Estate Advisor”) to perform a 
review of the Applicant’s real estate portfolio.  The engagement commenced in August 
2021. 

14. On August 17, 2021, the Court granted an order (as amended and restated from time to 
time, the “Compensation Claims Process Order”) approving the methodology to 
calculate Compensation Claims, other than Third Party RHBP Claims, (as those terms are 
defined in the Compensation Claims Process Order) and a process for notification and 
claims processing to determine Compensation Claims for voting and distribution purposes 
in relation to a Plan.  

15. On August 27, 2021, the Court granted an order extending the Stay Period up to and 
including January 31, 2022 and extending and amending the Amended DIP Facility. 

16. On October 7, 2021, the Court granted an order amending the Compensation Claims 
Process Order to deal with Third Party RHBP claims (as defined in the Compensation 
Claims Process Order). 

17. On December 20, 2021, the Court granted an Order appointing three Claims Officers (as 
defined in the Claims Process Order) pursuant to the Claims Process Order and an Order 
setting out a process for the resolution of grievances filed subsequent to the date of the 
Initial Order (the “Grievance Resolution Order”) as well as the appointment of a 
Grievance Resolution Officer (as defined in the Grievance Resolution Order). 

18. On January 27, 2022, the Court granted two orders (a) extending the stay of proceedings 
to May 31, 2022; (b) approving a new DIP facility (the “Replacement DIP Facility”) 
which, among other things, replaced the existing DIP Lender with the Province of Ontario 
(the “Province”) as represented by the Ministry of Colleges and Universities (“MCU”) 
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and provided for a maturity date of September 30, 2022; and (c) authorizing the Monitor 
and CRO to develop and implement a process to identify and retain a qualified, independent 
third-party to assist LU with the development of a new strategic plan. 

19. On April 1, 2022, the Court granted an order on consent terminating the stay of proceedings 
with respect to information requests made under the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act effective May 1, 2022.   

 

PURPOSE 

20. The purpose of this Twelfth Report (the “Twelfth Report”), along with the related 
affidavits filed by Sharon Hamilton, the Senior Vice President of Ernst & Young Inc., and 
Elizabeth Pillon, Partner of Stikeman Elliott LLP (“Stikeman”), counsel to the Monitor, is 
to provide this Court with information in respect of the Monitor’s motion to pass the 
accounts of the Monitor and of its counsel for fees and disbursements incurred during the 
period from February 1, 2021, to and including December 31, 2021 (the “Period”) and 
approving the activities of the Monitor during the Period. 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE AND DISCLAIMER 

21. In preparing this Twelfth Report and making the comments herein, the Monitor has been 
provided with, and has relied upon, unaudited financial information, books and records and 
financial information prepared by the Applicant and discussions with senior management 
of the Applicant (“Management”) (collectively, the “Information”).  

22. Unless otherwise indicated, the Monitor’s understanding of factual matters expressed in 
this Twelfth Report concerning the Applicant and its business is based on the Information, 
and not independent factual determinations made by the Monitor.   

23. This Twelfth Report does not take into account all future impacts of COVID-19 
(SARSCoV-2) (“COVID-19” or the “Pandemic”) on the forecasts or projections or other 
actions taken by the Applicant as a result of the Pandemic. Any references made to the 
impact of the Pandemic on the Applicant in this Twelfth Report are based on preliminary 
enquiries and are not to be interpreted as a complete commentary or as an accurate 
assessment of the full impact of the Pandemic. The full impact of the Pandemic is not 
capable of being qualitatively or quantitatively assessed at this time. 

24. Capitalized terms not defined in this Twelfth Report are as defined in the Pre-Filing Report 
of the Proposed Monitor, prior reports of the Monitor, the Amended and Restated Initial 
Order and other orders granted in the CCAA proceedings, as applicable.  
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25. The Monitor has made various materials relating to the CCAA proceedings available on its 
website at https://ey.com/ca/Laurentian. 

26. Unless otherwise stated all monetary amounts contained herein are expressed in Canadian 
dollars. 

 

BACKGROUND 

27. On March 28, 1960, LU was incorporated under An Act to Incorporate Laurentian 
University of Sudbury, S.O. 1960, c. 151 C. 154 (the “Laurentian Act”).  

28. LU is a non-share capital corporation and a registered charity pursuant to the Income Tax 
Act, R.S.C. 1985, c.1 (the “Income Tax Act”). Pursuant to Section 149 of the Income Tax 
Act, LU is exempt from the payment of income tax because of its status as a registered 
charity.  As a registered charity, LU issues tax receipts in respect of donations that it 
receives. 

29. LU is a publicly funded, bilingual and tricultural post-secondary institution.  Its operations 
are located in the City of Greater Sudbury, Ontario. LU has historically been one of the 
largest employers in Sudbury. 

30. As described in the Initial Haché Affidavit, the governance structure of LU is bi-cameral. 
It has a Board of Governors (the “Board”) and a Senate (the “Senate”), both of which 
derive their powers from the Laurentian Act.  The Board, and the President and Vice-
Chancellor generally have powers over the operational and financial management of LU, 
whereas the Senate is responsible for decisions in respect of educational policy at LU. 

31. Prior to this CCAA proceeding, LU had federated relationships with the Former Federated 
Universities, including the University of Sudbury (“SU”), the University of Thorneloe 
(“Thorneloe”) and Huntington University (“Huntington”). On April 1, 2021, LU 
delivered Notices of Disclaimer to each of the Former Federated Universities.  The Notices 
of Disclaimer became effective on May 2, 2021. 

32. Further background information with respect to the Applicant is described in the Pre-Filing 
Report and prior Reports of the Monitor.  
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OVERVIEW OF THE MONITOR’S AND ITS COUNSEL’S ROLES AND KEY 
PERSONNEL 

33. Ernst & Young Inc. was appointed as Monitor by this Court on February 1, 2021 pursuant 
to the Initial Order. 

34. Pursuant to paragraph 37 of the Amended and Restated Initial Order, the Monitor and its 
counsel are required to apply to the Court to pass their accounts.  

35. The Monitor’s lead professional on this mandate is Sharon Hamilton, Senior Vice President 
of Ernst & Young Inc. Other professionals of the Monitor involved in the CCAA 
proceedings include: (a) Brent Beekenkamp (Senior Vice-President) (b) Michael Nathaniel 
(Vice-President); (c) Michael Gordaneer (Manager); and (d) Greg McDonald (Manager).   

36. LU’s auditor is KPMG LLP (the “Auditor”). At the request of LU’s Board, EY provided 
financial accounting assistance directly to LU in connection with the preparation of its year 
end financial statements (the “Accounting Assistance”). The Accounting Assistance was 
provided by professionals within Ernst & Young LLP specializing in providing financial 
accounting assistance and advisory services (“EY FAAS”). The lead professional from EY 
FAAS was Shannon O’Mahony, Partner of Ernst & Young LLP.  

37. During the Period, the Monitor fulfilled the role of Monitor as such role is described in the 
Amended and Restated Initial Order and prescribed by the CCAA. This role included, 
among other things: (a) assisting the Applicant in considering their restructuring options 
and consulting with key stakeholders; (b) assisting in the preparation of cash-flow forecasts 
and otherwise assisting LU in managing their financial affairs following the CCAA filing; 
(c) providing requisite notices in connection with the commencement of the CCAA 
proceedings; (d) actively participating and assisting the Applicant in the mediation process 
in connection with considering and implementing certain restructuring actions, including 
the repudiation and re-negotiation of various contracts and agreements; (e) assisting the 
Applicant in connection with responding to information requests and liaising with 
significant stakeholders; (f) commencing a claims process, including a Compensation 
Claims process; and (g) reporting to the Court on the status of the CCAA proceedings. 

Counsel 

38. The Monitor engaged Stikeman as counsel to the Monitor prior to the commencement of 
the CCAA proceedings. Stikeman’s lead lawyer on this mandate is Ashley Taylor, Partner 
in Stikeman’s restructuring and insolvency practice in Toronto. Other Stikeman’s 
restructuring lawyers involved in the CCAA proceedings include: (a) Elizabeth Pillon, 
Partner; (b) Maria Konyukhova, Partner; (c) Sanja Sopic, Associate and (d) Ben Muller, 
Associate.   
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39. Stikeman has represented the Monitor in all aspects of the CCAA proceedings to date, 
including in connection with: (a) at least 22 motions, Court hearings and case conferences; 
(b) two leave to appeal applications, (c) participating in the mediation process; (d) assisting 
in the development of the claims and compensation claims processes approved in the 
CCAA proceedings; (e) the review, dispute and resolution of disputed claims filed pursuant 
to the various claims procedures approved in the CCAA proceedings; and (f) responding 
to information requests and liaising with significant stakeholders.  

 

FEES AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE MONITOR AND ITS COUNSEL 

Fees and Disbursements - Overview 

40. The fees and disbursements of the Monitor, EY FAAS and Stikeman during the Period are 
as follows:  

 

41. The professional fees and disbursements of the Monitor, Stikeman and other professionals 
primarily supporting the CCAA restructuring process and paid by the Applicant have been 
set out (and continue to be set out) in the cash flow forecasts and reporting of actual cash 
flow results included within certain of the Monitor’s reports under the line item 
“Restructuring Costs”.  

42. The professional fees and disbursements in respect of the Accounting Assistance provided 
by EY FAAS are included in the cash flow reporting under the line item “Professional 
Fees” along with professional fees not directly related to the CCAA restructuring including 
fees of the Applicant’s auditor, actuary, labour counsel, pension counsel, other counsel 
involved in non-CCAA related matters, government relations advisors and 
communications advisors.   

Monitor’s Fees 

43. Attached as Appendix “A” hereto is an affidavit of Sharon Hamilton sworn April 29th, 2022 
appending a detailed listing of the Monitor’s accounts (as well as the accounts related to 
EY FAAS and Stikeman presented separately) for the Period, including the service period 
and amount.  

44. Attached as Appendix “B” hereto is a summary table which identifies the individual 
professionals of the Monitor that have worked on the CCAA engagement for 20 hours or 
more during the Period together with their position, average hourly billing rate, total 
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number of hours worked, total associated professional fees and the significant work 
stream(s) in the CCAA proceedings in which the professional has been involved.  

45. The Monitor seeks approval of its accounts for the Period in respect of the CCAA work in 
the amount of $4,917,795.07 and disbursements of $54,754.33 (plus applicable taxes). This 
amount includes billings for 8,045.2 professional hours at an average hourly rate of $611.  

46. The Monitor’s professional rates, as well as its disbursements, are comparable to the rates 
charged by other professional firms in the Toronto market for the provision of similar 
services regarding significant, complex commercial restructuring matters. 

47. As noted, the table at Appendix “B” includes the average hourly billing rate for each 
Monitor professional based on his or her total hours worked on the file.  

48. Attached as Appendix “C” hereto is a summary table which identifies the individual 
professionals of the EY FAAS team that have provided the Accounting Assistance for 20 
hours or more during the Period together with their position, average hourly billing rate, 
total number of hours worked and total associated professional fees.  

49. The Monitor also seeks approval of accounts related to the Accounting Assistance provided 
by EY FAAS during the Period in the amount of $947,900.00 and disbursements of $119.89 
(plus applicable taxes). This amount includes billings for 1,915.7 professional hours at an 
average hourly rate of $495. 

50. The EY FAAS professional rates, as well as the related disbursements, are comparable to 
the rates charged by other professional firms in the Toronto market for the provision of 
similar services regarding significant, complex commercial accounting matters. 

51. The Monitor’s accounts during the Period have been paid by the Applicant in the normal 
course, as authorized by the Initial Order. 

Monitor’s Counsel Fees 

52. Attached as Appendix “D” hereto is an affidavit of Elizabeth Pillon sworn April 29th, 2022 
appending Stikeman’s accounts for the Period, including each account date and amount, 
redacted to remove privileged, confidential, and sensitive information.  

53. Attached as Appendix “E” hereto is a summary table which identifies the individual 
professionals at Stikeman that have worked on the engagement for 20 hours or more along 
with their position, average hourly billing rate, total number of hours worked, total 
associated professional fees and the work stream(s) in the CCAA proceedings in which the 
professional has been involved. 
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54. The Monitor also seeks approval of the accounts of Stikeman for the Period in the amount 
of $2,762,526.55 and disbursements of $12,425.19 (plus applicable taxes). This amount 
includes billings for 3,070.0 professional hours at an average hourly rate of $900.  

55. The accounts submitted during the Period by Stikeman have been reviewed by the Monitor 
as and when received, authorized and paid by the Monitor and billed to the Applicant in 
the normal course as authorized by the Initial Order. Based upon the Monitor’s review of 
Stikeman’s accounts, the Monitor believes such accounts to be reasonable and that they 
reflect billings for services performed by the Monitor’s counsel consistent with the 
instructions given by the Monitor to such counsel, all at such counsel’s standard rates and 
charges for legal services at the relevant times. 

Monitor’s and its Counsel’s Disbursements 

56. The Monitor and its counsel have conducted a review of their disbursements for the Period, 
which total approximately $67,300. Based on this review, the Monitor estimates over 81% 
of the Monitor’s and its counsel’s disbursements are attributable to CCAA notices (i.e. 
newspaper publications and mailings), Court filing fees and mailing and courier costs and 
approximately 19% to computer searches/technology and printing/photocopying. The 
Monitor believes such accounts to be reasonable in the circumstances and consistent with 
the Monitor fulfilling its role pursuant to the Initial Order and the CCAA. 

 

SUMMARY OF THE WORK PERFORMED BY THE MONITOR AND ITS COUNSEL 

57. The paragraphs that follow provide a summary description of the significant work streams 
undertaken by the Monitor and its counsel during the Period. Certain work streams in the 
CCAA proceedings had the majority of the work occur within a specific timeframe while 
other workstreams continued throughout the entire Period. For purposes of describing the 
significant work streams, the Monitor has separated the Period into two phases:  

a. “Phase 1” - Stabilization, Mediation and Cost Structure Improvement, the 
period February 1, 2021 to April 30, 2021; and 

b. “Phase 2” - Claims Process, Third Party Reviews and Strategic Assessment, 
the period from May 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021. 

58. In addition, the Monitor has filed 10 reports with the Court during the Period (including 
one supplemental report) and the Twelfth Report that detail the activities of the Applicant 
and the Monitor throughout the Period and support the professional fees and disbursements 
of the Monitor and its counsel. Copies of these reports are available on the Monitor’s 
website at https://ey.com/ca/Laurentian.  
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Phase 1 - Stabilization, Mediation and Cost Structure Improvement 

(February 1, 2021 to April 30, 2021) 

59. Immediately following filing for CCAA, LU, with the assistance of its counsel and the 
Monitor, commenced and continued certain actions to stabilize the business, provide 
visibility and tracking of its cash flow and liquidity, and reduce its cost structure to allow 
LU to continue operating, minimize disruptions to its students and employees and work to 
preserve and maximize value for its stakeholders. 

60. The quantum of savings required for LU to maximize its opportunity to achieve financial 
sustainability is significant. As a result, the first phase of the Applicant’s restructuring 
efforts (and the Mediation) principally focussed on improving LU’s operating cost 
structure. 

61. The significant workstreams in Phase 1 are summarized by hours incurred as follows: 

 

62. The following paragraphs provide a description and overview of the primary activities 
undertaken by the Monitor and its counsel in connection with each of the workstreams 
listed above. 

CCAA Administration and Stabilization of Operations 

63. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 833 hours working on matters related to 
this workstream during Phase 1. 

64. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel undertaken in connection with the CCAA 
filing and the period of time immediately thereafter include the following: 

Laurentian University of Sudbury
Ernst & Young & Stikeman Phase 1 Allocation of Hours
February 1, 2021 to April 30, 2021

Work Stream EY Monitor Stikeman Total Hours
CCAA Administration and Stabilization of Operations 533.0                      299.5                      832.5                        
Cash Flow Reporting and disbursement approval, DIP 
reporting/renewal

685.3                      -                          685.3                        

Multi Year Projections 418.6                      -                          418.6                        
Mediation 482.0                      428.9                      910.9                        
CCAA Reporting 233.1                      324.5                      557.6                        
Operational Matters 78.8                        78.8                           
Liaison with MCU / Government 34.0                        34.0                           
Liaison with Major Creditors incl lenders and unions 46.5                        2.5                          49.0                           
Board, Board-sub-committee and Senate meetings 55.1                        1.9                          57.0                           
Other 27.7                        1.2                          28.9                           
Total Hours 2,594.1                  1,058.5                  3,652.6                     
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a. Preparing and publishing/mailing the statutory notice of the CCAA filing, mailing 
to creditors and publishing in various newspapers; 

b. Establishing and maintaining a case website and posting all court documents and 
other relevant documents for stakeholders to access;  

c. Establishing a toll-free hotline phone number and email address for the Applicant’s 
students, suppliers, creditors and other stakeholders to contact the Monitor and 
responding to calls and e-mails received from these parties;  

d. Assisting the Applicant in preparing employee communications and addressing 
operational related human resources issues; 

e. Assisting the Applicant in its public communications and communications with 
stakeholders; 

f. Assisting the Applicant in communications with students, suppliers and 
stakeholders to maintain the supply of services on normal course terms and 
minimize disruption to students; 

g. Responding to inquiries from and participating in discussions with AFO; 

h. Assisting the Applicant in respect of the unwinding and termination of its interest 
rate derivative programs; 

i. Analyzing and responding to a variety of issues which arose in the initial days of 
the CCAA proceedings; 

j. Working with the Applicant’s legal counsel and pension advisors to analyze and 
review pension related matters facing the University; and 

k. Monitoring the overall business, operations and cash situation of the Applicant. 

Cash Flow Reporting and Disbursement Approval 

65. Prior to the CCAA filing, LU did not have a detailed cash flow forecasting model or cash 
flow reporting process that allowed for weekly cash flow forecasting and reporting.  
Similarly, LU does not have an accounting process to facilitate monthly or quarterly 
reporting of actual financial results. The Monitor spent significant time assisting LU in 
establishing a weekly cash flow forecasting and reporting process, including tracking of 
segregated and non-segregated cash changes and reporting of actuals and variances to 
forecast.   

66. The Monitor spent approximately 685 hours in respect of this workstream during Phase 1. 
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67. The Monitor’s activities in respect of cash flow forecasting, disbursement review and 
reporting include:  

a. Creating cash flow forecasting and reporting templates; 

b. Establishing a process for gathering cash flow data on a weekly basis, reviewing 
and analysing variances and discussion with management;  

c. Assisting the Applicant in the preparation of weekly cash flow reporting and related 
analysis on a weekly basis to the Board and the DIP Lender and responding to their 
questions; 

d. Assisting the Applicant with designing and implementing procedures to ensure 
restricted funds, including research grants and restricted donations are deposited to 
the segregated cash accounts and reviewing and reconciling disbursements in 
connection with restricted funds; 

e. Reviewing payments for compliance with the Initial Order; 

f. Reviewing tuition billing, student refunds and deposits; 

g. Reviewing critical research spending requests in respect of research grants for 
which funds were not previously segregated as a result of the historical cash 
management practices as set out in the Monitor’s Pre-Filing Report; and 

h. Assisting the Applicant with the preparation of cash flow forecasts and reporting in 
connection with stay extension motions in the CCAA proceedings. 

Multi Year Projections  

68. In order to enable LU to better assess its long-term financial position, options and quantum 
of operating savings required to achieve financial sustainability, the Monitor assisted LU 
in preparing, reviewing and updating a 5-year financial projection (the “MYP”).  In 
addition, the Monitor assisted the Applicant with other analyses including the Applicant’s 
review of its academic programming, the financial impact of its relationship with the 
Former Federated Universities and other related matters.  

69. The Monitor spent approximately 419 hours in respect of this workstream during Phase 1. 

70. The Monitor’s activities during Phase 1 in respect of the MYP include:  

a. Creating a 5-year financial projection template; 

b. Developing various projection scenarios, supporting schedules and assumptions, 
including a status quo and scenarios reflecting revised enrollment forecasts and 
proposed restructuring of academic programming and cost reduction measures;  
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c. Updating the MYP, as necessary, for changes in assumptions and actual results; 
and  

d. Discussing the MYP with key stakeholders and responding to their questions. 

Mediation 

71. Perhaps the most significant workstream in Phase 1 focussed on restructuring the 
Applicant’s core business – the delivery of post-secondary education, addressing LU’s cash 
burn and supporting long-term financial sustainability.  Improvements and changes were 
required to both the academic and operational cost structures in order to achieve the 
necessary cost savings.   

72. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 911 hours in respect of this workstream 
during Phase 1. 

73. The Court-appointed Mediator who oversaw multi-party discussions during the mediation 
process (the “Mediation”) requested that the Monitor act as the primary facilitator for the 
Mediation. In addition, given its limited internal resources, LU relied on the Monitor to 
provide assistance in analysing the necessary financial information, gathering relevant 
information to respond to information requests from mediation parties and generally 
liaising with the parties. Accordingly, the Monitor and its counsel played a significant role 
preparing for and participating in the Mediation.  The Mediation sessions were numerous, 
with LU and its counsel and the Monitor and its counsel participating in multiple 
negotiations and mediation sessions often on a daily basis during the period from early 
February to mid April 2021. 

74. The agreements reached through the Mediation, combined with the impact of the Notices 
of Disclaimer issued to the Former Federated Universities resulted in approximately $40 
million per annum in operating cost savings to LU on an annual operating revenue base of 
approximately $150 million per year.  These savings are significant and have created a cost 
structure that will be financially sustainable for LU, assuming it can obtain support for and 
implement a successful Plan of Arrangement.  

75. The primary parties to the mediation included: 

a. A committee of representatives elected by the Senate (“Senate Sub-Committee”); 

b. The Laurentian University Faculty Association (“LUFA”), the bargaining unit 
representing faculty;  

c. The Laurentian University Staff Union (“LUSU”), the bargaining unit representing 
non-faculty staff; and 

d. Each of the Former Federated Universities. 
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76. In addition, several mediation sessions were held with the Applicant’s pre-filing bank 
lenders, Royal Bank of Canada, the Toronto-Dominion Bank and the Bank of Montreal 
(the “Lenders”), representatives of certain student associations and AFO.    

77. Overall, the activities of the Monitor and its counsel related to the Mediation include:  

a. Scheduling and participating in all mediation sessions; 

b. Providing assistance to LU in gathering and presenting information relevant to the 
Mediation and/or information requested by the mediation parties including the 
MYP and other related analyses; 

c. Reviewing and providing assistance to LU in its preparation of mediation briefs to 
be distributed to the mediation parties; 

d. Facilitating the exchange of information and documents between the parties;  

e. Liaising with all mediation parties; and  

f. Providing any other assistance that the parties reasonably require. 

78. LU held Mediation sessions with the various Mediation parties as more fully described 
below. 

Academic Restructuring 

79. LU’s academic restructuring focused on three areas: (a) programs to be offered; (b) courses 
and course sections to be offered; and (c) a faculty and department restructuring designed 
to increase operational efficiency and reduce cost.   

80. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the academic restructuring 
included:  

a. Reviewing extensive, detailed analysis prepared by LU of its current academic 
programming and LU’s recommendations for programming closures and revisions; 

b. Reviewing detailed analysis prepared by LU in respect of its current faculty and 
department structure and LU’s recommendations for changes to the structure to 
create efficiency and reduce costs;  

c. Actively participating in Mediation sessions involving LU and its counsel and the 
Senate Sub-Committee and counsel retained by the Senate Sub-Committee to 
advise it in fulfilling its duties in the Mediation; and 
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d. Attending the Senate meeting where the outcome of the academic restructuring and 
the recommendation of the Senate Sub-Committee was discussed and approved by 
Senate. 

LUFA 

81. LU and representatives of LUFA commenced negotiations under the direction of the Court-
appointed Mediator, as well as arbitrator William Kaplan in the case of grievances.  These 
Mediation sessions focused on the following areas:  

a. Faculty complement – to reflect the academic restructuring and address the 
necessity for cost reductions, which required a substantial reduction in the number 
of faculty; 

b. A new five-year LUFA collective agreement (the “LUFA CA”) to succeed the 
expired collective agreement; 

c. Amendments to LU’s defined benefit pension plan arrangements to minimize the 
risk of future special payments; and 

d. Resolution of all outstanding pre-filing grievances. 

82. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the LUFA negotiations 
included:  

a. Reviewing detailed analysis prepared by LU of its faculty complement, proposed 
headcount reductions and rationale for the proposed changes; 

b. Reviewing and assisting in the preparation of cost saving analysis prepared by LU 
of the various proposed changes to terms of the LUFA CA; 

c. Reviewing actuarial analysis prepared by Eckler in respect of the proposed 
amendments to the LU defined benefit pension plan; 

d. Actively participating in Mediation sessions between LU and LUFA; and 

e. Reviewing and commenting on drafts of an agreement reached between LU and 
LUFA (the “LUFA Term Sheet”). 

LUSU 

83. LU and representatives of LUSU also commenced negotiations in parallel under the 
direction of the Court-appointed Mediator focused on the following areas:  

a. Redundancies in LUSU positions; and 
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b. Amendments to LU’s defined benefit pension plan arrangements to minimize the 
risk of future special payments. 

84. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the LUSU negotiations 
included:  

a. Reviewing detailed analysis prepared by LU of LUSU positions and proposed 
headcount reductions; 

b. Reviewing actuarial analysis prepared by Eckler in respect of the proposed 
amendments to the LU defined benefit pension plan; 

c. Actively participating in Mediation sessions between LU and LUSU; and 

d. Reviewing and commenting on drafts of an agreement reached between LU and 
LUSU (the “LUSU Term Sheet”). 

Non-Union Employees 

85. In parallel, the Monitor assisted LU in analyzing the financial impact of non-union 
employee position redundancies and compensation changes for non-union employees, and 
in the communications with non-union employees. 

Former Federated Universities 

86. LU and representatives of the Former Federated Universities engaged in extensive 
negotiations through the Mediation sessions.  The focus was to seek a consensual resolution 
to the termination of LU’s relationship with the Former Federated Universities with a view 
to exploring terms that would allow the historical legacy and identities of the Former 
Federated Universities to be maintained. After several weeks of Mediation, the parties were 
unsuccessful in reaching a consensual resolution, other than in the case of Huntington.  On 
April 1, 2021, with the approval of the Monitor, LU delivered the Notices of Disclaimer to 
each of the Former Federated Universities. 

87. As set out above, Notices of Disclaimer were sent by LU to each of the Former Federated 
Universities.  The Notices of Disclaimer became effective on May 2, 2021.   

88. An agreement was entered into between LU and Huntington and approved by the Court on 
May 2, 2021.  Arrangements pursuant to that agreement have been implemented. 

89. Thorneloe and SU brought a motion, objecting to the Disclaimers. 
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90. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the Former Federated 
Universities included:  

a. Reviewing detailed analysis prepared by LU of the potential financial impact and 
cost savings to LU as well as potential impacts to academic programming from the 
disclaiming of the respective agreements with the Former Federated Universities; 

b. Actively participating in discussions between LU and the Former Federated 
Universities in respect of a consensual termination of the existing relationship and 
potential options for a different go-forward arrangement; 

c. Actively participating in discussions between LU and Huntington in respect of a 
consensual termination and transition agreement; and 

d. Participating in the Disclaimer Motions. 

Operational Matters 

91. At the commencement of the proceedings, the Applicant had limited personnel resources 
in all of its functional areas including Finance, Human Resources, Communications and 
other areas. Accordingly, the Monitor has provided support to LU’s management in dealing 
with various operational matters including finance and accounting processes, labour related 
issues, communications and other matters.  The Monitor also participated in regular 
meetings with Management to provide support in managing day-to-day issues.  

92. The Monitor spent approximately 79 hours in respect of this workstream during Phase 1. 

Liaison with MCU/Government 

93. The Province is a significant stakeholder in the CCAA proceedings.  Accordingly, LU has 
been in communication with MCU throughout the CCAA proceedings, and the Monitor 
has participated and assisted LU in those communications.  These communications have 
included numerous and regular calls with MCU, its advisor and other representatives of the 
Province to provide updates in respect of the CCAA proceedings and respond to their 
inquiries. 

94. In addition, the Monitor and its counsel responded to inquiries from various other 
government parties during Phase 1 including the Information and Privacy Commissioner 
of Ontario and other ministries of the Province.     

95. The Monitor spent approximately 34 hours in respect of this workstream during Phase 1. 
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Liaison with Major Creditors, including Lenders and Unions 

96. The Monitor’s role includes acting as a primary liaison with creditors and other 
stakeholders.  During Phase I, the Monitor and its counsel participated in numerous 
meetings with LU’s major creditor groups, including the Lenders, LUFA and LUSU, the 
Northern Ontario School of Medicine (“NOSM”) and others to provide updates on matters 
related to the CCAA proceedings, respond to questions and information requests. 

97. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 49 hours participating in and preparing 
for these meetings during Phase 1. 

Board, Board Sub-Committees and Senate Meetings 

98. As part of the Monitor’s ongoing monitoring of the Applicant during the CCAA 
proceedings and in order to assist with the restructuring, the Monitor has participated in 
numerous meetings of LU’s Board, Board Sub-Committees and selected Senate meetings. 

99. The Monitor’s activities in this workstream included preparing for and attending meetings, 
providing updates to the Board on CCAA matters and debriefing after these meetings. 

100. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 57 hours in relation to these meetings 
during Phase 1. 

CCAA Reporting 

101. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 558 hours in respect of this workstream 
during Phase 1.  This involved 9 motions or attendances in Court within the CCAA 
Proceedings in addition to one leave to appeal application.  

102. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel included under the category of CCAA 
Reporting included the following: 

a. Preparing Monitor Reports; 

b. Preparing Court Materials; 

c. Engaging in discussions with LU and its counsel in respect of proposed relief to be 
sought and the significant terms of various Motions;  

d. Reviewing and providing comments on LU Court and Motion Materials;  

e. Engaging in discussions and negotiations with other parties related to Court 
Motions;  
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f. Reviewing responding materials and Motion materials served by other parties in 
the CCAA proceedings and engaging in discussions with LU and its counsel in 
respect of the issues raised in these materials; and  

g. Attending Court/Motions. 

103. The majority of the Monitor’s and its counsel’s time in this workstream during Phase 1 
related to the following Application and Motions: 

a. Initial Application and Comeback Hearing; 

b. AFO Motion; 

c. Motion for Leave to Appeal the sealing order; 

d. Pension Motion;  

e. Disclaimer motions by Former Federated Universities; 

f. Approval of the LUFA Term Sheet and LUSU Term Sheet; and 

g. Stay Extension Motion. 

Phase 2 - Claims Process, Third Party Reviews and Strategic Assessment 

(May1, 2021 to December 31, 2021) 

104. During Phase 1, LU made significant progress in restructuring its academic programming 
and improving its operational cost structure.  During Phase 2, the Monitor and its counsel 
continued to support certain workstreams described in Phase 1 including CCAA 
Administration and Stabilization of Operations, Cash Flow Reporting and Disbursement 
Approval and CCAA Reporting.   

105. In addition, the Monitor and its counsel commenced several new workstreams to assist LU 
in identifying and assessing its strategic options and to ascertain the nature and quantum of 
its creditor pool in anticipation of developing a CCAA plan.     

106. The additional work streams engaged in by the Monitor and its counsel during Phase 2 
included inter alia: 

a. Designing, seeking approval of and conducting processes to call for, review, 
adjudicate and determine both Claims and Compensation Claims, including the 
development of a detailed Compensation Claims Methodology; 

b. Assisting LU in responding to inquiries and investigations by numerous 
governmental entities as described below; 
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c. Assisting the Applicant in responding to information requests from the Auditor 
General of Ontario (the “AGO”) and the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
of the Legislature of Ontario (the “Standing Committee”); 

d. Supporting the real estate portfolio review including assisting LU in gathering and 
providing relevant information to the real estate advisor, engaging in discussions 
with the real estate advisor and LU to discuss issues including LU’s operational 
real estate needs, relocation options and the real estate advisor’s detailed findings;  

e. Supporting the independent operational and governance review including 
facilitating meetings between Nous Group (“Nous”) and various parties, facilitating 
the provision of information from LU to Nous and liaising with Nous through the 
review period; and 

f. Strategic planning for CCAA Plan.   

107. The significant workstreams in Phase 2 are summarized by the hours incurred as follows: 

 

108. The following paragraphs provide a description and overview of the primary activities 
undertaken by the Monitor and its counsel in connection with each of the workstreams 
listed above. 

CCAA Administration & Stabilization 

109. The LU CCAA proceedings have continued to generate substantial public interest.  As a 
result, throughout the proceedings, the Monitor has received numerous inquiries from 

Laurentian University of Sudbury
Ernst & Young & Stikeman Phase 2 Allocation of Hours
May 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021

EY Monitor Stikeman Total Hours
 CCAA Administration and Stabilization of Operations  219.5                      234.6                      454.1                        
 Cash Flow Reporting and disbursement approval, DIP 
reporting/renewal 

966.2                      -                          966.2                        

 Claims Process 2,449.7                  1,217.2                  3,666.8                     
 Operational Matters 629.3                      -                          629.3                        

 Liaison with Major Creditors incl lenders and unions 165.9                      122.2                      288.1                        
 Liaison with MCU / Government 181.2                      -                          181.2                        
 Board, Board-sub-committee and Senate meetings 140.2                      7.7                          147.8                        
 Real Estate Review 56.2                        30.1                        86.3                           
 Nous Operational and Governance review  85.1                        -                          85.1                           
 Auditor General 86.0                        165.2                      251.2                        
 CCAA Reporting 335.3                      187.3                      522.6                        
 EY Accounting Assistance 84.1                        -                          84.1                           
Other 52.6                        47.2                        99.8                           

Total Hours 5,451.1                  2,011.5                  7,462.6                     
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creditors, active and former employees as well as community members and other interested 
parties.   

110. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 454 hours working on matters related to 
this workstream during Phase 2. 

111. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel undertaken in connection with this workstream 
include the following: 

a. Continuing to maintain a case website and posting all court documents and other 
relevant documents for stakeholders to access;  

b. Continuing to respond to calls and emails from the Applicant’s students, suppliers, 
creditors and other stakeholders and interested parties;  

c. Assisting the Applicant in preparing ongoing employee communications and 
addressing operational related human resources issues; 

d. Assisting the Applicant in its public communications and communications with 
stakeholders; 

e. Assisting the Applicant in communications with students, suppliers and 
stakeholders; and 

f. General monitoring of the overall business, operations and issues facing the 
Applicant. 

Cash Flow Reporting, Disbursement Approval and DIP Lender Reporting 

112. The Monitor’s activities in respect of Cash Flow Reporting and Disbursements approval 
are substantially similar to that described in Phase 1 and generally represent ongoing 
monitoring, tracking and reporting during Phase 2.   

113. The Monitor spent approximately 966 hours working on matters related to this workstream 
during Phase 2. 

114. Specific activities of the Monitor in Phase 2 include: 

a. Continuing to gather and analyze cash flow data on a weekly basis, reviewing and 
analysing variances and discussion with management;  

b. Assisting the Applicant in the preparation of weekly cash flow reporting and related 
analysis on a weekly basis to the Board and the DIP Lender and responding to their 
questions; 
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c. Assisting the Applicant with the ongoing monitoring and reconciliation of restricted 
funds including research grants and restricted donations deposited to the segregated 
cash accounts and reviewing and reconciling disbursements in connection with 
restricted funds; 

d. Reviewing payments for compliance with the Initial Order; 

e. Reviewing tuition billing, student refunds and deposits; and 

f. Reviewing critical research spending requests in respect of research grants for 
which funds were not previously segregated as a result of the historical cash 
management practices as set out in the Monitor’s Pre-Filing Report. 

Claims Process 

115. On May 31, 2021, this Court granted a Claims Process Order establishing a claims bar date 
of July 30, 2021, for various classes of claims against the Applicant and the Claims Process 
governing the review and resolution of such claims. 

116. The Claims Process Order also provided for the appointment of Inspectors in respect of 
Material Claims (as defined in the Claims Process Order). 

117. On August 17, 2021, the Court granted the Compensation Claims Process Order approving 
the methodology to calculate Compensation Claims and a process for notification and 
claims processing to determine Compensation Claims for voting and distribution purposes 
in relation to a Plan. On October 7, 2021, the Court granted an order amending the 
Compensation Claims Process Order to deal with Third Party RHBP claims. 

118. In addition, the LUFA Term Sheet and Compensation Claims Process Order and Grievance 
Resolution Order provided for a process to resolve outstanding grievances. 

119. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 3,667 hours in respect of this workstream 
during Phase 2.   

120. Since the commencement of the Claims Process over 200 Proofs of Claim with an 
aggregate asserted claim value in excess of $300 million (excluding Compensation Claims) 
have been filed. In addition, approximately 1,300 Statement of Compensation Claims (as 
described below) were produced, over 100 pre-filing Grievances were resolved and a 
process to resolve October 14 Grievances as defined in the Grievance Resolution Order 
was developed and implemented.   

121. The Monitor and its counsel has overseen and continues to oversee all aspects of the Claims 
Process, including: 

a. Assisting the Applicant in preparing their list of known creditors; 
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b. Preparing draft proof of claim document packages, including French translations; 

c. Preparing and sending the CCAA Claims Process proof of claim package to known 
creditors and preparing and publishing notice of the CCAA Claims Process; 

d. Preparing and publishing notices, in English and French, in newspapers and 
electronic media; 

e. Discussing the Claims Process with claimants and responding to questions and 
inquiries; 

f. Reviewing filed proofs of claim and supporting documentation and reconciling (or 
assisting LU’s personnel in reconciling) proofs of claim with LU’s books and 
records; 

g. Consulting with the Applicant and counsel to the Applicant where such claims 
required legal analysis; 

h. Discussing and negotiating with the claimant and/or their counsel and exchanging 
correspondence regarding the claim; 

i. Administering the Monitor’s Claims Process database which includes detailed 
claim information, documentation, correspondence and claim status by individual 
claim; 

j. Administering changes to claim details (e.g. contact and address changes and claim 
assignments) and administering the toll-free claims hotline; 

k. Preparing notices of revision and disallowance; 

l. Negotiating and resolving proofs of claim with creditors; and 

m. Consulting with the Applicant and Appointing Creditors (as defined in the Claims 
Process Order) regarding the selection of the Inspectors and advising the Inspectors 
of their role in accordance with the Claims Process Order. 

122. During Phase 2, the Monitor and LU made significant progress in reviewing the filed 
claims, however, a number of factors have contributed to the process of reviewing and 
adjudicating these claims taking longer than expected.  Some of these factors include: 

a. Delays associated with obtaining the necessary factual and historical information 
from LU as a result of limitations with historical record keeping and personnel 
changes resulting in lack of institutional or historical knowledge; 

b. Delays associated with obtaining additional information from claimants; 
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c. Significant complexity in the nature of the claims asserted including numerous 
alleged trust or property claims arising as a result of historical cash management 
practices and the particulars of LU’s operations, resulting in extensive legal 
analysis having to be performed by counsel to the Monitor and Applicant in respect 
of the allegations; and 

d. Numerous claims asserted against LU and various directors and officers in the 
nature of alleged “wrongful acts”, necessitating extensive discussions with the 
Applicant’s insurer before being in a position to formulate and move forward with 
an approach for dealing with these claims.   

123. The Monitor continues to work to resolve the outstanding claims, including by negotiating 
with claimants and/or disallowing such claims and referring them to a claims officer or this 
Court for resolution as required. 

124. In addition, the Monitor led the development and implementation of the Compensation 
Claim process to create a fair, reasonable, efficient and orderly process for the calculation 
and determination of the claims of the Applicant’s employees, former employees, 
pensioners and their survivors, including long term disability beneficiaries. Absent the 
Compensation Claims process and methodology, most of the claims of individuals would 
have required individualized actuarial determinations and, with respect to former 
employees, individualized determinations of the applicable notice of termination and/or 
severance period, all at a significant cost to the Applicant. 

125. The Compensation Claims methodology designed by the Monitor and its counsel in 
consultation with the Applicant, LUFA, LUSU and the Former Federated Universities was 
comprehensive and provided detailed methodologies and formulas for calculating claims 
by employee group relating to termination and severance, senior leader administrative 
leave, salary and benefit continuance arrangement for former employees, vacation pay, the 
termination of the retiree health benefits program, the termination of the supplemental 
unfunded retirement plan, grievances and other matters.  The Monitor also designed a 
process including the template for individualized Compensation Claim packages to notify 
compensation claimants of their calculated Compensation Claim and provide a streamlined 
procedure for dealing with disputes.   

126. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the development of the 
Compensation Claims process included: 

a. Working closely with the Applicant and its counsel to identify potential types of 
compensation claims; 

b. Reviewing LU’s employment policies and relevant collective bargaining 
agreements; 
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c. Reviewing LU’s records to identify those former employees with employment 
contracts, including employment termination contracts; 

d. Consulting with Eckler with respect to those claims requiring actuarial assistance, 
including SURP and ISURP;  

e. Identifying and agreeing upon the basic principles of the Compensation Claims 
process methodology, including the actuarial assumptions to be used, following 
discussion among interested parties and their advisors; 

f. Identifying and agreeing upon the basic principles of the methodology related to 
the Third Party RHBP Claims; 

g. Drafting the compensation claims methodology; 

h. Preparing draft information statement packages, a notice of dispute form and a 
compensation claim inquiry form, including French translations; and 

i. Working with Eckler in its preparation of valuations forming the basis of the 
Compensation Claims process methodology. 

127. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the implementation of the 
Compensation Claims process included: 

a. Preparing and publishing notices, in English and French, in newspapers and 
electronic media; 

b. Working with LU to gather extensive historical and employment related data to 
support the calculation of the Compensation Claims, a significant portion of which 
was not available in electronic databases and had to be sourced from historical 
paper files;  

c. Calculating, with actuarial assistance from Eckler where required, individual claim 
amounts using the approved methodology and data from LU’s books and records 
for each of the approximately 1,300 Employees who had been identified as 
potentially having a compensation claim as at February 1, 2021; 

d. Preparing and sending an individual Statement of Compensation Claim and notice 
of dispute forms to approximately 1,300 identified Employees; 

e. Sending Revised Statements of Compensation Claim and notice of dispute forms 
to active employees after their employment ceased; 

f. Providing individuals with compensation claim inquiry forms upon request; 
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g. Reviewing and considering any notices of dispute received with respect to the 
information statements and reviewing and considering any compensation claim 
inquiry forms received; 

h. Developing and maintaining a database of the compensation claims which includes 
detailed claim information, correspondence and claim status by individual and 
processing address changes and other information update requests and working 
with claimants to receive proper documentation; and 

i. Preparing and sending Revised Statements of Compensation Claim and/or 
responses to notices of dispute or compensation claim inquiries, as applicable. 

128. This workstream also includes the time incurred by the Monitor and its counsel in assisting 
LU and its counsel with the review, negotiation and/or adjudication of Pre-Filing 
Grievances.  Any monetary awards in respect of the Pre-Filing Grievances were then 
incorporated into the Compensation Claim process. 

129. During Phase 2, the Monitor prepared and issued Compensation Claim packages to 
approximately 1,300 individuals and received and processed approximately 55 notices of 
dispute and five compensation claim inquiry forms.  

130. The Monitor has concluded the review of the majority of both the Notices of Dispute and 
compensation claim inquiry forms filed in the Compensation Claims process. 

131. The Monitor has responded to approximately 200 phone and 960 email inquiries received 
from Claimants during Phase 2 in respect of the CCAA Claims Process and Compensation 
Claims process. 

132. The Claims Process workstream also includes time designing a process in consultation with 
LUFA for reviewing, negotiating and/or adjudicating various Grievances filed post filing, 
defined as October 14 Grievances in the Grievance Resolution Order and commencing the 
Grievance Resolution Process. 

Operational Matters 

133. During the past several months, LU has experienced a high rate of voluntary resignations 
leaving a large number of administrative positions vacant.  These resignations, combined 
with increased workload as a result of activities connected to the CCAA restructuring and 
the various government investigations occurring has resulted in significant resource 
constraints in all functional areas. Subsequent to the Phase 1 stabilization of operations, the 
Monitor has continued to assist LU’s management in various operational matters during 
Phase 2, including: 
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a. Providing assistance to Management and various functional teams including 
Finance and Human Resources to mitigate the resource constraints described 
above;  

b. Providing assistance and advice to Management in connection with 
communications in respect of CCAA related matters; 

c. Assisting with labour related issues and other HR related matters;  

d. Assisting LU with further pension analysis and implementation of the pension term 
sheet agreed to as part of the LUFA Term Sheet and LUSU Term Sheet, and 
discussions with the Former Federated Universities in respect of go-forward 
pension arrangements;  

e. Assisting LU with analysis and discussions with Thorneloe and SU in respect of 
transition agreements for various facilities related services on campus; 

f. Reviewing and assisting with the reconciliation of segregated cash accounts, 
deferred contributions, research funds and other accounts and records and assisting 
in reporting to and communications with research granting agencies and other 
external parties; 

g. Attending weekly meetings and review of budget and spending requests in respect 
of operations and research spending; and 

h. Participating in regular meetings to discuss other ongoing and ad hoc issues arising 
in the course of day-to-day operations. 

134. The Monitor spent approximately 629 hours in respect of this workstream during Phase 2. 

Liaison with Major Creditors, including Lenders and Unions 

135. The Monitor and its counsel have continued to participate in numerous meetings with LU’s 
major creditor groups, including the Lenders and LUFA and LUSU.  The focus of these 
meetings has included: 

a. Providing frequent updates on the progress of the CCAA proceeding; 

b. Along with the CRO, engaging in discussions with LUFA and LUSU and other 
external stakeholders on any issues of concern to those parties; 

c. Engaging in various discussions with representatives of LUFA and LUSU, third 
parties and Lenders with respect to the Claims Process and the Compensation 
Claims processes, the status of the real estate review and operational and 
governance review and next steps in connection with a Plan of Arrangement; and  
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d. Responding to numerous and sometimes extensive questions and information 
requests made by major creditors.  

136. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 288 hours participating in and preparing 
for these meetings during Phase 2. 

Liaising with Government/MCU 

137. As set out in the Monitor’s prior Reports, the Applicant has spent significant time and effort 
responding to requests from a number of government ministries, regulatory bodies and 
legislative authorities.  

138. During Phase 2, the Ministry of Francophone Affairs (“MFA”) made inquiries of LU to 
understand the impact of the academic restructuring on LU’s French-language 
programming and services.  LU has responded to all MFA’s information requests received 
during Phase 2. 

139. In June 2021, the French Language Services Commissioner (the “Commissioner”) with 
the Office of the Ombudsman for Ontario advised LU that it would be conducting an 
investigation pursuant to the FLSA to determine whether LU met its obligations pursuant 
to its partial designation under the FLSA when it closed certain French language academic 
programs as part of the academic restructuring.  The Commissioner made multiple 
information requests of LU in respect of which LU made significant efforts to provide 
extensive and meaningful responses.    

140. LU has been in communication with MCU throughout its CCAA proceedings.  These 
communications have included providing regular and frequent updates to MCU on matters 
related to the CCAA proceedings and ordinary course operations, responding to numerous 
inquiries and information requests and making requests for financial and other support to 
assist LU to emerge from its CCAA proceedings and become a financially sustainable 
university.   

141. In November 2021, the Province offered a financial package to assist LU, subject to certain 
terms. 

142. LU accepted the financial package offered and on December 16, 2021 the Province 
announced that it had agreed to provide LU with the package of financial support.   

143. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with interactions with 
government bodies, including MCU, included:  

a. Reviewing and assisting LU in the preparation of LU’s request for financial 
assistance, including, assisting LU in the preparation of multi-year financial 
information in MCU’s requested format and other financial information;  
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b. Reviewing MCU’s proposed financial support package and participating in 
discussions with Management and the Board;  

c. Assisting LU in responding to information requests from MCU; 

d. Reviewing LU’s analysis on the impact of the academic restructuring on LU’s 
French-language programming and services and assisting in responding to the MFA 
queries;  

e. Reviewing LU’s analysis and assisting LU in responding to information requests 
from the Commissioner; and 

f. Participating in numerous discussions with MCU, MFA and the Commissioner 
including regular calls with MCU, its advisor and legal counsel and representatives 
of LU throughout the Period along with numerous ad-hoc calls as requested by 
MCU from time to time.    

144. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 181 hours in respect of this workstream 
during Phase 2.   

Board, Board Sub-Committees and Senate Meetings 

145. As part of the Monitor’s ongoing monitoring of the Applicant during the CCAA 
proceedings and in order to assist with the restructuring, the Monitor has participated in 
numerous meetings of LU’s Board, Board Sub-Committees and selected Senate meetings. 

146. The Monitor’s activities in this workstream included preparing for and attending meetings, 
providing detailed updates to the Board on CCAA matters and debriefing after these 
meetings. 

147. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 148 hours in relation to these meetings 
during Phase 2. 

Real Estate Review 

148. As authorized by the Court, the Applicant engaged C&W as its Real Estate Advisor to 
perform a review of LU’s real estate portfolio and provide recommendations on space 
optimization and strategies to, among other things, monetize redundant real estate assets.  

149. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 86 hours in relation to this workstream 
during Phase 2. 

150. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the real estate review, and 
in coordination with the Applicant’s counsel, included:  

a. Assisting LU in determining the initial mandate and scope of the real estate review; 
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b. Assisting LU in determining potential advisor candidates, reviewing candidate 
proposals, discussions with prospective advisors and the ultimate selection of the 
Real Estate Advisor; 

c. Assisting LU in responding to information requests from the Real Estate Advisor; 

d. Reviewing draft reports and material prepared by the Real Estate Advisor;  

e. Meetings with the Applicant and its counsel and the Real Estate Advisor to discuss 
issues including LU’s space needs, possible relocation options, relocation costs, the 
Real Estate Advisor’s analysis and findings; 

f. Liaising with and participating in meetings with key stakeholders to discuss the 
results of the real estate review; and  

g. Responding to and dealing with numerous calls and emails from stakeholders 
expressing views in respect of whether LU should divest any real estate. 

Nous Operational and Governance Review 

151. LU agreed to undertake an operational and governance review as part of the agreement 
reached with LUFA and LUSU pursuant to the LUFA Term Sheet and LUSU Term Sheet.   

152. In August 2021, LU issued a request for proposals (“RFP”) to be submitted by interested 
parties to undertake all or a portion of the operational and governance review.  No suitable 
submissions were received through the RFP process.  Subsequently, the Monitor and the 
CRO contacted several parties expected to have suitable experience in conducting these 
types of reviews.  After receiving and reviewing multiple proposals, Nous was selected to 
undertake both the governance and operational reviews.  Nous commenced their review 
during the latter part of 2021 with their final reports being issued in early 2022. 

153. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 85 hours in relation to this workstream 
during Phase 2. 

154. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel related to the operational and governance 
review included:  

a. Assisting LU in developing the RFP and reviewing submissions from possible 
candidates; 

b. Working with the CRO to identify and contact parties with suitable experience; 

c. Reviewing and discussing the proposals received with LU and certain stakeholders; 

d. Assisting LU in responding to information requested by Nous;  
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e. Facilitating meetings between Nous and Management, Board members, the Senate, 
LUFA, LUSU, faculty, staff, key personnel in each functional area, the Laurentian 
University Native Education Council and others; 

f. Liaising with external advisors, stakeholders and management; and 

g. Reviewing and discussing draft reports with Nous and the CRO. 

Auditor General of Ontario  

155. On April 28, 2021, the Standing Committee on Public Accounts of the Legislature of 
Ontario (the “Committee”) passed a motion requesting that the Auditor General of Ontario 
(the “AGO”) perform a value-for-money audit of LU for the period 2010-2020.   

156. LU received extensive information requests from the AGO.  In addition, the AGO reached 
out and met with many LU employees and directors.   

157. In August 2021, the AGO issued a summons requiring the production of certain privileged 
information.  After various discussions and correspondence being exchanged, LU, the 
AGO and the Monitor and its counsel attended at a case conference before this Court on 
August 12, 2021, in which this Court was advised by counsel to the AGO that the AGO 
conceded that she could not compel the production of privileged information pursuant to 
the summons.   

158. On September 29, 2021 in accordance with a schedule agreed to by the AGO and LU in a 
case conference attended by the Monitor and held on September 27, 2021 before this Court, 
the AG brought an application to court seeking a declaration that every grant recipient 
(including LU) is required to give the AGO unfettered access to information and records, 
including information and records that are subject to solicitor-client privilege, litigation 
privilege, or settlement privilege pursuant to the Auditor General Act. 

159. The Monitor has assisted LU and the Board in considering the various duties under the 
Orders issued by this Court in the CCAA proceeding. 

160. The AGO’s application was heard on December 6, 2021, and an endorsement was issued 
by the Court on January 12, 2022.  The Court’s decision supported LU’s interpretation of 
the Auditor General Act.  The AGO served an appeal of that decision and LU’s responding 
materials are due by May 23, 2022.  The Monitor will report subsequently on the outcome 
of that appeal. 

161. On October 15, 2021, after the commencement of, but prior to the hearing of the AGO’s 
application, the Committee sent a letter to LU indicating that the Committee had met on 
October 6, 2021 and that it had decided to request that LU provide the Committee with an 
extensive list of information including both privileged and non-privileged information.   
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162. After various efforts to resolve the matter, on November 30, 2021, LU sent a letter to the 
AGO and the Committee setting out a proposal to resolve the issue (the “November 30 
Proposal”) indicating the documents to be withheld would only comprise privileged 
information directly relating to LU’s CCAA restructuring and Court-ordered confidential 
information.   

163. On December 1, 2021, at the Committee’s request, Dr. Haché and then-Board Chair, 
Claude Lacroix attended before the Committee at a closed session.  The Monitor attended 
and observed the session.  The Committee rejected the November 30 Proposal.    

164. On December 9, 2021, the Committee reported to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario (the 
“Assembly”) and sought a Speaker’s warrant compelling delivery of the information. The 
Assembly approved the Committee’s report and the Speaker of the Assembly issued two 
warrants, one for Dr. Haché and the other for Mr. Lacroix (together, the “Speaker’s 
Warrants”). The Speaker’s Warrants require LU to produce all documents from the 
Committee’s requests by February 1, 2022.    

165. On December 16, 2021, the Monitor and its counsel attended a case conference before this 
Court in which LU and representatives for the Speaker agreed a schedule for the Court to 
hear a motion seeking a temporary stay of enforcement of the Speaker’s Warrants.   

166. On December 17, 2021 in accordance with the schedule established by the parties, LU 
brought a motion seeking a temporary stay of enforcement of the Speaker’s Warrants, 
pending a determination of LU’s obligations in view of the orders previously issued by the 
Court in the CCAA proceeding and the Court’s decision in respect of the AGO application.  
The motion in respect of the stay was heard by this Court on January 18, 2022. 

167. On December 23, 2021, the Monitor and its counsel attended another case conference 
before this Court in which LU and representatives sought further direction from the Court 
in respect of the motion for the temporary stay of enforcement.   

168. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 251 hours in respect of this workstream 
during Phase 2. 

169. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel in connection with the AGO included:  

a. Assisting LU in reviewing the AGO’s extensive information requests, gathering 
information and preparing responses; 

b. Supporting LU and its counsel in: (i) providing the AGO with direct access to LU 
personnel, accounting and enrolment systems, and documents; and (ii) reviewing 
voluminous documentation produced by LU for delivery to the AGO for privilege 
and confidentiality, including in respect of Court-ordered confidentiality of 
Mediation matters; 
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c. Reviewing correspondence and participating in discussions between LU and the 
AGO in respect of the provision of access and production of materials;  

d. Reviewing correspondence and a proposed resolution between LU and the 
Committee in respect of privileged and confidential materials; and  

e. Attending various meetings, case conferences and hearings. 

CCAA Reporting 

170. The Monitor and its counsel spent approximately 523 hours in relation to this workstream 
during Phase 2.  This involved 13 motions or attendances in Court within the CCAA 
Proceedings, as well hearings related to the AGO Application. 

171. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel included under the category of CCAA 
Reporting included the following: 

a. Preparing Monitor Reports; 

b. Preparing Court materials; 

c. Engaging in discussions with LU and its counsel in respect of proposed relief to be 
sought and the significant terms of various Motions;  

d. Reviewing Court Motion materials;  

e. Engaging in discussions and negotiations with other parties;  

f. Reviewing responding materials and Motion materials served by other parties in 
the CCAA proceedings and engaging in discussions with LU and its counsel in 
respect of the issues raised in these materials; and 

g. Participating in Motions, Applications and case conferences. 

172. The majority of the Monitor’s and its counsel’s time in this workstream related to the 
following Motions and Application held during Phase 2: 

a. Claims Process Order Motion (and amendments); 

b. CRO Appointment Motion; 

c. Appointment of Real Estate Advisor Motion; 

d. Compensation Claims Process Motion and Motion to Amend Compensation 
Claims Order; 

e. Appointment of Claims Officers Motion and Grievance Resolution Order Motion; 
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f. AGO’s Application including case conferences; and 

g. Stay Extension Motions. 

 

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANCE 

173. In September 2021, LU advised the Monitor that due to the very limited resources within 
LU’s finance team and numerous competing demands including extensive information 
requests continuing to be received as a result of various investigations, LU would not be in 
a position to complete the preparation of its 2020-21 financial statements and have them 
audited by the October 31, 2021 deadline. Further, LU would be unable to complete its 
T3010 Registered Charity Information Return (the “CRA Return”) with Canada Revenue 
Agency by the deadline as the CRA Return also required financial statements and other 
financial statement information to be filed as part of the return. 

174. Management also advised the Board that as a result of inquiries made by various external 
advisors, including individuals brought in to assist Finance during the CCAA accounting 
period, there were certain matters that warranted further investigation before the financial 
statements could be completed.  Management also required assistance in understanding the 
appropriate accounting treatment for stayed liabilities and related matters in connection 
with the CCAA.   

175. The Board requested that the Monitor arrange for additional accounting experts from EY 
to provide assistance to the LU finance team. Therefore, the EY FAAS team was made 
available to LU starting in October 2021.  The work undertaken by EY FAAS has been 
significant during the Period and has necessarily continued into early 2022. 

176. The work performed by EY FAAS in connection with the Accounting Assistance includes 
the following:  

a. Participating in discussions with Management, LU Finance personnel, 
representatives of the Auditor to understand the historical processes for preparing 
financial statements, the state of the accounting records and limitations therewith 
and any potential areas of concern; 

b. Advising Management and providing insights related to the potential impact of 
accounting matters on LU’s financial statements; 

c. Discussing with Management accounting alternatives available and providing a 
summary of accounting treatments used by LU’s peers in respect of certain 
accounting matters; 
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d. Advising Management on certain accounting policies and areas for improvement 
in respect of same; 

e. Preparing 30 accounting position papers for Management and for discussion with 
the Auditor in respect of accounting analysis, new or revised accounting policies 
selected by Management;  

f. Advising and providing observations on management prepared analysis, 
accounting memoranda and policies and financial statements and disclosures; 

g. Assisting in the preparation of detailed account reconciliations for endowments (in 
some cases covering a number of historical years) based upon data provided by 
Management and providing comments and observations on account reconciliations 
prepared by Management;  

h. Assisting Management in the calculation of certain accounting entries based on 
financial information provided by Management; 

i. Supporting Management in the quantification of errors identified by Management 
in the prior year financial statements, using financial information provided by 
Management; 

j. Assisting Management with a “bridge” analysis to document adjustments between 
amounts recorded in LU’s financial accounting records and amounts reported in the 
financial statements; and 

k. Assisting with drafting financial statements with disclosure notes.  

177. The EY FAAS work was performed under the direction of Management and was based on 
inquiries of and discussions with Management.  EY FAAS did not seek to confirm the 
accuracy of the data, or the information and explanations provided by Management.  All 
decisions, conclusions and significant judgements made in connection with the financial 
statements were made by Management and were documented in the individual reports 
prepared by EY FAAS. 

178. EY FAAS did not provide a professional opinion on the application of accounting 
principles pursuant to the Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations. 
The procedures performed in connection with the Accounting Assistance were advisory in 
nature and do not constitute an audit conducted in accordance with Canadian generally 
accepted auditing standards or other assurance, review or related services in accordance 
with the standards established by the Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada.  
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MONITOR’S RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

179. These CCAA proceedings are unique as they involve the first public university to file for 
CCAA protection, significantly complex issues and a multitude of competing interests from 
varied groups of stakeholders.  The state of LU’s records and its past practices and lack of 
internal resources have required more hands-on participation of the Monitor, including 
significant support to LU in preparing its financial statements and cash flow forecasts and 
managing day to day operations. This has contributed to the Monitor and its counsel (in 
addition to the Applicant’s counsel) undertaking a significantly greater scope of work than 
in a typical CCAA case.  

180. The efforts of the Monitor and its counsel have contributed to the completion of several 
critical steps in the Applicant’s restructuring including: 

a. Achieving operational cost savings of approximately $40 million per annum as a 
result of the restructuring of LU’s academic programs and courses, disclaimer of 
the relationship with the Former Federated Universities, and faculty and staff 
reductions and compensation changes reached through execution of the LUFA 
Term Sheet and LUSU Term Sheet; 

b. Implementing the Claims Process and review of a large number of unique and 
complex Claims;    

c. Negotiating, designing and implementing the Compensation Claims process for 
more than 1,300 former and active employees; 

d. Completion of a substantial real estate review and operational and governance 
review designed to inform and support a CCAA Plan; 

e. Supporting LU in responding to a number of investigations including those of the 
MFA, Commissioner and the AG; and 

f. Liaising with a large number of stakeholders including creditors, active and former 
employees, students, community members, the Province and others. 

181. The fees and disbursements of the Monitor and its counsel resulting from these activities 
and the other work described herein are significant. However, at all times the work 
performed by the Monitor, including by the Monitor’s counsel at the direction of the 
Monitor, has been in accordance with the provisions of the Court orders and undertaken in 
good faith with a view to advancing the interests of the Applicant and its stakeholders, 
including to maximize the amounts available for distribution to creditors and seeking to 
ensure that those amounts are ultimately distributed amongst creditors fairly and equitably 
in accordance with their respective legal entitlements. 
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182. Having regard to the unique circumstances of these CCAA proceedings, the Monitor 
believes that its fees and disbursements and those of its counsel are fair and reasonable. 

183. The Monitor respectfully requests the approval of: 

a. The fees and disbursements of the Monitor, EY FAAS and the Monitor’s counsel 
for the period from February 1, 2021, through to and including December 31, 2021; 
and 

b. The activities of the Monitor and its counsel during the Period. 

All of which is respectfully submitted this 29th day of April, 2022. 

ERNST & YOUNG INC., in its capacity as  
Monitor of the Applicant, and not in  
its corporate or personal capacity 
Per: 

 
Sharon S. Hamilton, CPA, CA, CIRP, LIT 
Senior Vice President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX “A”

AFFIDAVIT OF SHARON HAMILTON



The contents of Appendix A are available on the Monitor’s website at
www.ey.com/ca/Laurentian



APPENDIX “B”

SUMMARY OF MONITOR TIME BY PROFESSIONAL



Appendix B
Laurentian University of Sudbury
EY Monitor Time
February 1, 2021 to Demember 31, 2021

Name Rank Average Rate
Total Invoiced

Hours Total Amount Invoiced Significant Activities
Sharon Hamilton Partner 875 2,137.7 1,870,488  Operational Matters, CCAA Administration, Mediation, Claims Process,

Board/Senate Committee Meetings, Auditor General, Liaison with Major
Creditors, Liaison with MCU, and CCAA Reporting

Other <20 hours Partner 875 11.0 9,625

Brent Beekenkamp Associate Partner 725 934.1 677,223  Claims Process, Multi-Year Projections, CCAA Administration,
Mediation, CCAA Reporting, Liaison with Major Creditors, and Liaison
with MCU

Other <20 hours Associate Partner 725 23.2 16,820

Michael Nathaniel Senior Manager 625 1,619.2 1,012,000  Cash Flow Reporting, Disbursement Approval, CCAA Administration,
Claims Process, CCAA Reporting, and Accounting Assistance

Greg McDonald Manager 425 1,628.0 691,900  Cash Flow Reporting, Disbursement Approval, CCAA Administration,
Claims Process, and CCAA Reporting

Michael Gordaneer Manager 425 1,143.5 485,988  Claims Process, Multi-Year Projections, Mediation, CCAA Reporting,
Liaison with Major Creditors, and Liaison with MCU

Ankur Bathla Manager 425 21.5 9,138  Claims Process
Other <20 hours Manager 460 32.2 14,825

Marie Jackson Manager - Para Professional 268 159.9 42,845  CCAA Administration
Franca Mazzulla Manager - Para Professional 272 120.5 32,745  CCAA Administration
Robert Ferguson Manager - Para Professional 292 69.5 20,275  CCAA Administration
Other <20 hours Manager - Para Professional 349 30.5 10,645

Isabelle Gevry Senior Staff 200 36.0 7,200  Translation
Gregory Brent Senior Staff 200 30.5 6,100  Translation
Devanath Thenabadu Senior Staff 200 23.0 4,600  Translation
Other <20 hours Senior Staff 216 24.9 5,380

Subtotal 611 8,045.2 4,917,795



APPENDIX “C”

SUMMARY OF EY FAAS TIME BY PROFESSIONAL



Appendix C
Laurentian University of Sudbury
EY FAAS Time
February 1, 2021 to Demember 31, 2021

Name Rank
Average

Rate
Total Invoiced

Hours
Total Amount

Invoiced
Shannon O'Mahony Partner 715 263.5 188,403
Robert Farlinger Partner 715 29.0 20,735
Other <20 hours Partner 715 5.0 3,575

Vicki Corker Executive Director 630 105.1 66,213
Other <20 hours Executive Director 630 5.8 3,654

Michelle Chang Senior Manager 550 401.0 220,550
Kendra Domenicucci Senior Manager 550 195.0 107,250
Other <20 hours Senior Manager 550 23.7 13,035

Ishan Chhabra Manager 440 346.5 152,460

Aneesa Jackson Senior 330 325.9 107,547
Nancy Goel Senior 330 101.0 33,330
Other <20 hours Senior 259 16.5 4,281

Jiyeon Baek Staff 275 97.7 26,868

Subtotal 495 1,915.7 947,900



APPENDIX “D”

AFFIDAVIT OF ELIZABETH PILLON



The contents of Appendix D are available on the Monitor’s website at
www.ey.com/ca/Laurentian



APPENDIX “E”

SUMMARY OF STIKEMAN TIME BY PROFESSIONAL



Appendix E
Laurentian University of Sudbury
Stikeman Time
February 1, 2021 to Demember 31, 2021

Name Rank Rate Total Hours Invoiced
Total Amount

Invoiced Significant Activities
A Taylor Partner 1,125 1,156.0 1,300,534  CCAA Reporting, CCAA Administration, Mediation, Claims Process, Liaison

with Major Creditors, Auditor General, and Real Estate Review
E Pillon Partner 1,125 621.9 699,604 Claims Process, Mediation, CCAA Reporting, and CCAA Administration

M Konyukhova Partner 950 142.7 135,546 Claims Process
B Muller Associate 500 732.6 366,285 Claims Process, CCAA Reporting, Mediation, CCAA Administration, and

Liaison with Major Creditors
S Sopic Associate 650 185.6 120,614 Claims Process
N Ramalho Associate 695 34.1 23,686 Claims Process and CCAA Administration
N Avis Associate 550 27.2 14,949 Auditor General and CCAA Administration
Z Smith Associate 600 23.6 14,166 CCAA Reporting
M Shahid Associate 525 20.5 10,773 Auditor General
J Chow Student 365 29.4 10,713 Claims Process
H Kellett Student 365 22.6 8,256 Claims Process
Other <20 hours 777 73.9 57,401

Subtotal 900 3,070.0 2,762,527
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Court File No. CV-21-656040-00CL 

ONTARIO 
SUPERIOR COURT OF JUSTICE 

COMMERCIAL LIST 

THE HONOURABLE CHIEF 

JUSTICE MORAWETZ 

) 
) 
) 

[], THE []

DAY OF [], 2022 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPANIES’ CREDITORS 
ARRANGEMENT ACT, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, AS AMENDED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF A PLAN OF COMPROMISE OR 
ARRANGEMENT OF LAURENTIAN UNIVERSITY OF 
SUDBURY 

Applicant 

ORDER 

(Approval of Monitor’s Activities and Fees) 

THIS MOTION, made by Ernst & Young Inc. in its capacity as the Court-appointed 

monitor of the Applicant in these proceedings (the “Monitor”), pursuant to the Companies’ 

Creditors Arrangement Act, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-36, as amended (the “CCAA”), for an order: (a) 

approving certain reports of the Monitor and the activities of the Monitor set forth therein; and 

(b) approving the fees and disbursements of the Monitor, including those of Ernst & Young LLP 

professionals providing certain financial accounting assistance, and the Monitor’s counsel in the 

within proceedings was heard this day by virtual hearing via Zoom in Toronto, Ontario.

ON READING the Notice of Motion of the Monitor, the Reports (as defined below) and 

the Twelfth Report of the Monitor dated April 29, 2022 (the “Twelfth Report”), the Affidavit of 

Sharon Hamilton sworn April 29, 2022 (the “Hamilton Affidavit”), the Affidavit of Elizabeth 

Pillon sworn April 29, 2022 (the “Pillon Affidavit”), and on hearing the submissions of counsel 

for the Monitor and those other parties listed on the Counsel Slip, no one else appearing although 

duly served with the Monitor’s Motion Record as appears from the Affidavit of Service of Ben 

Muller sworn [], 2022. 
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SERVICE AND DEFINITIONS 

1. THIS COURT ORDERS that service of the Monitor’s Notice of Motion and the Motion 

Record herein is hereby validated such that this Motion is properly returnable today and hereby 

dispenses with further service thereof. 

2. THIS COURT ORDERS that capitalized terms used herein that are not otherwise 

defined shall have the meaning ascribed to them in the Initial Order. 

APPROVAL OF THE MONITOR’S REPORTS, ACTIVITIES AND FEES 

3. THIS COURT ORDERS that the First Report of the Monitor dated February 7, 2021, 

the Second Report of the Monitor dated March 11, 2021, the Third Report of the Monitor dated 

April 26, 2021, the Fourth Report of the Monitor dated May 27, 2021, the Fifth Report of the 

Monitor dated June 29, 2021, the Supplementary Fifth Report of the Monitor dated July 5, 2021, 

the Sixth Report of the Monitor dated August 12, 2021, the Seventh Report of the Monitor dated 

August 24, 2021, the Eighth Report of the Monitor dated September 28, 2021, the Ninth Report 

of the Monitor dated December 16, 2021 and the Twelfth Report of the Monitor dated April 29, 

2022, and the conduct and activities of the Monitor referred to therein are hereby ratified and 

approved, provided, however, that only the Monitor, in its personal capacity and only with 

respect to its own personal liability, shall be entitled to rely upon or utilize in any way such 

approval.  

4. THIS COURT ORDERS that the fees and disbursements of the Monitor during the 

period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, as set out in the Hamilton Affidavit and the 

Twelfth Report, are hereby approved. 

5. THIS COURT ORDERS that the fees and disbursements in respect of the accounting 

assistance provided to the Applicant by professionals from Ernst & Young LLP during the period 

from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, as set out in the Hamilton Affidavit and the 

Twelfth Report, are hereby approved. 

6. THIS COURT ORDERS that the fees and disbursements of Stikeman Elliott LLP as 

counsel to the Monitor for the period from February 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, as set out in 

the Pillon Affidavit and the Twelfth Report, are hereby authorized and approved.  
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GENERAL 

7. THIS COURT HEREBY REQUESTS the aid and recognition of any court, tribunal, 

regulatory or administrative body having jurisdiction in Canada or outside of Canada to give 

effect to this Order and to assist the Applicant and the Monitor and their respective agents in 

carrying out the terms of this Order.  All courts, tribunals, regulatory and administrative bodies 

are hereby respectfully requested to make such orders and to provide such assistance to the 

Monitor, as an officer of this Court, as may be necessary or desirable to give effect to this Order, 

to grant representative status to the Monitor in any foreign proceeding, or to assist the Applicant 

and the Monitor and their respective agents in carrying out the terms of this Order. 

8. THIS COURT ORDERS that each of the Applicant and the Monitor be at liberty and is 

hereby authorized and empowered to apply to any court, tribunal, regulatory or administrative 

body, wherever located, for the recognition of this Order and for assistance in carrying out the 

terms of this Order, and that the Monitor is authorized and empowered to act as a representative 

in respect of the within proceedings for the purpose of having these proceedings recognized in a 

jurisdiction outside Canada. 

 

 

__________________________________ 
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